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Nati on al Secur ity Study Memor and um 200 

TO:  The Secr etary of Defen se 
The Secr etary of A gr ic u lt ure 
T he Di r ector of Cent r al In tel lig ence 
The Deputy Secretar y of State 
Admi ni str ator . A gency for Inter n ati on al Developmen t 

SUBJECT :  Implicatio ns of Wor ldwide Popul ati on Grow th for U .S . 
Securit y and Overseas In ter ests 

The President h as di r ected a st udy of the imp act of worl d popul ati on gr owth 
on U .S . secur ity and overseas interests. T he study shoul d look for w ar d 
at l east un ti l the year 2000 . and use several alt ernative r easonabl e p r o
j ecti on s of p opul ati on grow th . 

In ter ms of each p rojecti on, the st udy shoul d ass ess: 

the correspondi n g p ace of develop men t, esp ecially in poorer 
countries; 

the demand for US exports, especi all y of f ood, and the trade pro
b l ems the US may face ari sin g f r om competitio n for r e sources; and 

the li k elih ood that populati on gr ow th or imb al an ces w ill produce 
disrup tive fo rei gn poli cies an d i n ter nat i onal i nstabi li ty . 

The study shoul d focus on the in ter n ati onal poli ti cal and economic impli ca
tions of p opul ati on growth rather than it s ecological, so ciol ogical or other 
aspects . 

T he stu dy shoul d then offe r p ossi bl e courses of acti on for the Uni ted States 
in deali n g wit h populat i on matter s abroad, par ti cul arl y in dev elop i n g 
countries , wit h special att en ti on to t hese ques ti on s: 

What, if any, new init i ati ves b y the Unit ed States are needed to 
focus in ternati onal attenti on on the populati on p r oblem ? 

Can technological i n nov ati ons or dev elopment r ed uce growth or 

ameli or ate i ts eff ects? 
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Coul d the Unit ed States imp rov e its assi stan ce in the pop ulation 
fi el d an d if so, in w h at form an d th r ough w hi ch agen cies -- b i 
later al , mult il ateral, p ri v ate? 

T he study shoul d tak e into account the Presiden t's concer n that populati on 
polic y is a hu man concern intimately r elated t o the di gn it y of the i n div i dual 
and the objective of the Un it ed States is to wor k clos ely w i th others, rath er 
than seek to i mp ose ou r v i ew s on others . 

T he Pr esi den t has di r e cted th at th e s tudy b e accomp l i shed b y t he NSC Under 
Secr etar i es Commi tt ee . The Ch ai r man , Under Secr et ar i es Commi tt ee, is re
quested to for w ar d the s tudy to gether with the Commit tee's acti on r ecommen 
dat i on s no l at er t han May 29 , 1974, for con sider ation b y the Pr esi den t. 

cc: Chai r man . Joi nt Chi efs of Staff 
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