MEMOIRS,

" {LLUSTRATING THE

HISTORY OF JACOBINISM.

A TRANSLATION FROM THE FRENCH OF

“Tuz ABBE I?ARRUEL.

PART 11I.——VOL. III.
THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

PRINTED BY ISAAC COLLINS, FOR
CorNELIUS bms, No. 94, WATER-STREET
.........;.

1799.
COEXE



A1 08

AP S 3

TIE NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

At ol

240D/ .Q?’*%P ‘

-
LA ¢ ] o
DA ol N
s
"(I/~—'—~ 4
[P | ) Ll
~

|
i
4
|
1
5




K v .. s e

e ,xf;" Page
PREmemr OBSERVATIONS v

CHAr 1. Sganacus-chﬂ!aupt, Founder of lhe II-

» lﬂmmccs L oy
Cuar. H Code of ﬂﬁe ll]uminces —-deneral Syl
", temy aﬁ&ﬁmﬁon of t]'le Code - I

Cuar. IfI. Fitlt Part of the Code of the 1llumi-
~ nees.~—Of the Brogher Inﬁnua;or or .
“the Recruiter™ - » R ¢
Cuar. IV.. Second Part of the Codc of tbe Tllumi-
! nees —Fitfl preparatéry Degreesof =~
o the Novice and of hls ¢acher - 37
Char. V. Third Part of thé Code of the Illumi-
nees—Second preparatory’Degree-:f ’
The Academy, of Muminifm, or the
‘Brethren bf Miderva’® =~ -+ - 55

Char. 'VI. Fourth Part of the Codé of Illafinees * - 7
- —Thicd prepgratory. Degree—The

i Mmor 1luminee - 63
CHar. VII Fifth Part of the Code. of the Illumi-
nees— Fourth preparatory Degree—
‘The Major Illummee. or the Scotch

Novice - - 72

Cusr, VIIL. Sixth Part of the Code of the Illumi-
nees——Intermediary Clafs—The
Scotch Knight of Illuminifm ; or
Direding Illuminee - - 82

\

40X1159



iv

CONTENTS,

Cuar. IX. Stventh Part of the Code of the IHumi-
nees—Clafs of the Myfleries—Of

- the Lefler Myfleries; the Epopt or
Priett of [lluminifin - g :

Cuar. X. Continuation of the Difcourfe on the Jef-
fer Myfteries - - - -

Cuar. XI, Eighth Part of the Code of Illuminees
—The Regent or the Prince llumi-
nee - - - - .

Cuar. XII. Ninth Part of the Code of the Illumi-
nees—Of the Grand Myfteries ; the
Mage or the P}ulolbpher, aud the
Man-ng -

Cuar. XI[1I, Tcnth and laft Part of the Code of

the Illuminces—Government of the
Order—General Idea of that Go-
vernment, and of the Share which
the Inferior Claffes of Illmmmfm
. bear ia it - - -

Cgar. XIV, Of the Government and Political In-
‘ ftractions for the Epopts - -

Cuar. XV, Inftruftions for the Regent or Prince
Illuminee, on the Government of the
Order - - - <« -

b‘

Cuu. XVI Conunuanon of the Inﬁméhons on the

Government of the Illuminees—
Laws for Local Superiors -

Cuar. XVIL, Inftru@ions for the Provincial -

Cuar. XVIII. Of the National Dire&ors, of the
Areopagites, and of :he General
of Hluaminifm - -

Norzs relating to fome Pafages contained in the two
. rf Volumes - - =

9 .

118

131

141

1_75'

199

210

223

229

251



 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS
On the Tlluminees* and on the different Works whereon
thefe Memoigs are grounded.

THE third confpiracy, which I am now about to
inveftigate, i3 that of the Atheiftical Ilumineesy
which at my outfet + I denominated zbé confpiracy of
the Sopbifiers of Impicty and Anarchy againft every rels
gion naturdl or revealed ; not only againft kings, bup
againft every government, againft alb civil fociety, even
againfl, all. property whatfoever. '

The name of Illumipee which this Se& (the moft
difaftrous in its principles, the moft extenfive in its views,
the moft atrocioufly cunning in its means) has chofen,
¥ of ancient ftanding in the annals of diforganizing
Sophiftry. It was the name which Manes and his difci-
ples firlt affeCted, gloriantur Manichei fé de ceelo illumi~
natos.f The firt Roficrucians alfo, who appeared in
Germany, called thémfelves Iluminees. And later, in
our time, the Martinifis (with many other fects) have
pretended to Illuminifm. As an outline for hiftory I
diftinguifh them by their plots and tenets, and will re-
duce them into two claffes, the' Atheiftical and the The-
ofophical Illuminees. . Thefe latter more particularly
comprehend the Masting/ts, whom I have already men-
tioned in my fecond volume, and the Swedenbourgians,
whom I fhall mention in their proper place, where alfo
I fhall give what information I have been able to colle®
relating to them. The A#beiffical Tlluminees are the
obje&s of the prefent volume, and it is their confpiracy
that I mean to difclofe.

The very numerous-lettets, books, and manufcripts,

* The Tranflator thinks it proper to inform the Reader, that, confi-
dering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of Pbilofopby; Reafon, &c.
&e. has contributed to-diffufe the new-fangled doé&rines, he hasadopted
in the prefent volume &)which may be faid to be the firft methodical
work publithed on the fubjec of which it treats) the words Zlumince,
Zluminize, and Hllxminization, though Iluminate and Ilumination might
grha‘ps be more corre@ expreflions. Every reader will feel, that the

lumination of the world, and to illuminate mankind, are obje&s wor-
thy of the true philofopher. But may the man be ever accurft who
fhall attempt to illuminize his countrymen, or aim at the illuminization of
fbe world! T. '

1 Vol. L. Page xxii.  } Gaultier, Verbo Manicuxr, Se&. 3.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

which I have received fince the b}mblication of my proe
pofils, has rendered it impoffible for me to comptife
the propofed inveftigation in one volume. The baleful
ojeds of the Se& and the laws for their execution are
o {trangely combined, that I thought it neceffary to
begin by making my reader perfectly acquainted with
its code’; that is to fay, with the regular progreffion of
its degrees, myfteries, and government.

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am reduced
to the neccﬁir({ of givinga fourth, in which I fhall de-
velope the Hiftory of Illuminifin, and make an applica-
tion of the triple confpiracy to the French Revolution.
I have more particularly applied myfelf to the inveftiga-
tion of the legiflative part of this confpiring Seét, as no
work has yet been publifhed in which the whole of their
code is to be found. Detached parts only were to be
met with fcattered throughout the papers which had
been feized by the public authority. Thefe I have col-
leted and digefted ; thus enabling the reader more
eafily to judge what has been and what muft have been
the refule of fuch laws. In fuch an undertaking, I feel
myfelf bound to lay before the public an accomnt of
the documents on which I ground. my proofs. The
following then is a lift of the principal works, with a
few obfervations on each, that the reader may form his
own judgment as to their authenticity. :

I. The firft is a colle@ion entitled “ Some of the
¢« Original Writings of the Sect of Illuminees, which
« were difcovered on the 11th and 12th of O&ober,
¢ 1786, at Landfhut, on a fearch made in the Houfe of
<« the Sieur Zwack, heretofore Counfellor of the Regen-
“ cy; and printed by Order of His Highnefs the Elector.
“ Munich, by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*.” '

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original Pri-
sings, chiefly containing thofe which were found o a
fearch made at the caftle of Sandersdorf, a famous
baunt of the Illuminees, by order of His Highnefs the
Elettor. Munich, 1787.1

Thefe two volumes contain irrefragable proofs of the
moft deteftable confpiracy. They difc%ofe the principles,

. e?inigc original fchriften des Illuminaten Ordens, welche bey dem
e Lanalbur-den 15 und 13 o 1786, Sorgefunden worden. Ant
hochften befehl feiner churfiiritlichen hleucht zum druck befdrdert.

Miinchen. Gedruckt bey Ant. Franz churfl : hof-buch-drucker.
+ Nachrichtcn von weitern Original {chyiften, &, &,
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the obje®, and the means of the Seé; the effential
parts of their code, the diligent correfpondence of. the
adepts, particularly that of their chief, and a ftatement
of their progrefs and future hopes. The editors indeed
have carried their attention fo far, as to mention by
whofe hand the principal documents or letters were
‘written. At the geginning of the firft volume, and on
the frontifpiece of the fecond, is feen the following re-
yarkable advertifement by order of the Elefor :-—
4 Thofe who may harbour any doubt as to the authen-
¢ ticity of this collettion, have only to apply to the
¢ office where the fecret archives are kept, at Munich

% and where orders are left to thow the originals.”*

I entreat that my readers will recolle@ this advertife-.
ment whenever they fhall fee the Original Writings cited.

IIL. « The True Illuminee, or the real and perfed
« Rityal of the Hluminee ; comprehending the Prepa-
% ration, the Noviciate, the Minerval Degree, that of
¢ the Minor and Major Illuminee,. ali without addition
¢ or omiflion.”—-With refpeét to the authenticity of this
work, we need only quote the teftimong of the Baron
Knigge, furnamed Philo, the moft famous &f the Illumi-
nees after the Founder of the Se®; and who was ac-
‘tually the chief compiter of its Code, as he tells us him-
felf = « All thefe degrees (fays he) fuch as I compofed.
“them, have been printed this year at Edeffe (Frank-
“« fort on the Mein) under the title of the True Jllumi-
“ nee. I am ignorant of the author; but they appear
“ exaclly as they flowed from my pen ; thatis to fay, aa
“1 compiled them}.” This certainly is an authenti-
cated document on the fc?, and recognized by the
-compiler himfelf.

IV. I now proceed to a work which was publithed
by this fame Philo, under the title of « Laf} Obfervations,
¢ or laft Words of Philo, and Anfwers to divers Quefti-

. % ons on my conneétions with the Hluminees.” 1In this
work Philo Knigge gives us an account of himfelf and
of his Illuminifin, of his agreements with the chiefs of
the Se&, and of his labours for it. His vanity, how-.
ever, makes this narrative fulfome. The reader will

* Wer an der aechtheit diefer verfammlung einen zweifel trigt, mag:
fich nur bey den hiefigen geheimen archiv melden, all wd man ihm die
wrichrifften felbft vorzu legen befehliget ift. Miinchen 26 Mirz 1787..
_ § Phila’s Endliche erklirung, 8ﬁc. Page 96.

2
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

obferve in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo.
phers who treat all religious objeéts with that contempt
whichthey themfelvesdeferve. Thisis of no confequence;
he attempts to juftify his own conduét; his avowals may
therefore be received in teftimony againft the Sect.

V. ¢« The laft Works of Spartacus and Philo;” Die
neuflen Arbeitcn des Spartacus und Philo. Except the
Original Writings, this is the moft intelligent and im.
portant work that has been publithed on the Illumi-
nees. It contains the two degrees of the greateft cona
fideration both on aceount of the myfteries revealed in
them by the Se@, and of the laws Jaid down for the
adepts.---Not a fhadow of donubt can be maintained as
to the authenticity of this work. Thefe degrees and laws.
are publithed with a certificate of Philo attefting their
confgrmity with the ariginal, and under the feal of the
Order, This certificate was fcarcely ncccﬁ'a?x. Who-
ever can read muft eafily perceive that thefe degrees
and thefe laws are no other than a compilation, and
often (in the moft effential parts) but a copy of the dif-
courfes, precepts and principles, contained in the Origi-
nal Writings. The publifher is a man who bas paﬂ%d
through all the degrees of [lluminifim. More dexterous
than Philo, he makes himfclf mafter of his fecret, and
of that of the whole Se. The better to unmafk Illu-
minifin, he becomes an Illuminee ; and he has fo well
fucceeded, that no member of the Qrder was better ace
quainted with it than himfelf,

VI. The fame writer has publithed 4 Critical Hiftory of
the Degrees of Flluminifin,avaluable work, in which every
thing 1s proved from the very letters of the grand adepts.

VII. The Direcling Illuminee, or the Scotch Knight.
This may be faid to be the counterpart of the Laf#
Works of Philo and Spartacus. It is a defcription of
the moft imgortant intermediary degree of INumini{m.
The Editor does not indeed publith it under the fignet
of the Order ; but when the reader has compared it
\yith the Original Writings, and even with the criticifim
on it by the chief, who was not much pleafed with the
compiler, he will foon decide that the grand feal of the
Order is not neceffary to authenticate it.

VIII. Remarkable Depofitions refpecting the Ilumi-
wees. Thefe are three juridical depofitions on oath,
and figned 1ft by Mr. Cofandey, Canon and Profeffor ag
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Munich ; 2dly by Mr. Renner, Prielt and Profeffor of
the fame Academy; 3dly by Mr. Utzfchncider, Coun»
fellor of the Electoral Chamber ; 4thly by Mr. George
Grumberg, a member of the Academy of Sciences, and
Profeffor of Mathematics.. As every thing is juridical
in thefe depofitions, it would be ufelefs for me to infift
on the weight they muft carry with them. Thefe were ¢
four pupils who did not wait to be initiated in the grand
myfteries of the Se& to form their judgment on, and to
quit the Se@t. They were cited at a tribunal to declare
all they knew, and they anfwered with moderation and
truth.  Their depofitions will find a place in the hif-
torical part of this work, . ' :

IX. The ApoloFic: publifhed by fome of the leaders
of the Se& are alfo to be claffed among the incontro-
vertible evidence which we have acquired. Thefe gen,
tlemen will not be expefted to have aggravated their
own wickednefs. , ¢

X. The lift would be endlefs were I to fubjoin alf
the works that have been written againft the Sect.
But I muft diftinguifh in this place the works of Mr.
Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univerfity of Vienna. 1am
but little acquainted with thofe of Do&tor Zimmerman,
though I have been informed by letter, that he furnith-
ed many valuable articles in 3 journal publifhed at Vi-
enna, and chiefly dire@ted againft the Se@. I often find
Mr. Stark’s name mentioned as a {trenuous opponent of
the Sec. I have feen no publication with his name to
it, except an Apology in Anfwer to the Calumnies of
the Seét, which it continues to repeat, notwithftanding
the vi¢torious manner in which he has anfwered them.

*Among the anonymous writings I find an excellent
work entitled the Ultimate fate of the Free mafons (En-
dliches [chickfal des Frey-maurer Ordens). It is a dif
courfe pronounced at the breaking-up of a Freemafons
Lodge. The writer of this difcourfe gives an excellent
ftatement of the reafons why the Lodges fhould fuf
pend their labours fince Iluminifm had intruded iifelf
mto Mafonry.—J believe he would have pronounced
“this difcourfe much fooner, had he known that all

Lodges were not fo pure as bis own.

I have alfo perufed the Biographical Fragments of the

Sieur Bode, a famous Illuminee; thefe will be very ufe-
" ful in our Hiftorical Volume. As to numberlefs other
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works which ] have read on the fame fubjed, it wit
{uffice to give the titles of them when quoted. I have
faid more than enough to fhew that 1 am not in the
dark with refpect to the fubject on which I am writing,
I could wi(!l-,lc to exprefs my gratitude to thofe virtuous
men who, by their correfpondence, and the memorials
which they have fent me, have greatly advanced my
undertaking. But open expreflions of fuch a gratitude
would prove fatal to them. To have contributed to the
ublic utility is a fufficient reward for their virtue ; and
if my work is not fo perfe& as it ought to be, it arifes
not from any want of energy in their endeavours.
I find myfelf much againft my will obliged to anfwer
certain objedtions which my Tranflator has made, and
which will, doubtlefs, be repeated by many other read-
ers, grounded on the work of Mr. Robifon, entitled
Proofs of a Confpiracy againft all the Religions and Go-
vernments of Europe, &e. &e. That work was pub-
fithed juft as this Third Volume was going to the prefs.
Its author had not then met with my two firft Volumes;
but in a fecond Edition he is pleafed to mention them
in his Appendix. I am much flattered by his approba-
tion, heartily congratulate him on the zeal he has him-
felf fhown in combating the public enemy, and am hap-
Py to fee that he has wrought on the beft materials.
Without knowing it, we have fought for the fame caufe
with the famearms, and purfued the fame courfe ; but the
public are on the eveof {eeing our refpetive quotations,
and will obferve a renzarkable difference between them.
I fear left we fhould be put in competition with each
other, and the caufe of truth fuffer in the confli®. I
entreat the reader to obferve, that thefe differences
arife from the different methods followed by him and
myfelf.  Mr. Robifon has adopted the eafieft, though
the moft hazardous method. He combines together in
one paragraph what his memory may have compiled
from many, and fometimes makes ufe of the expreffions
of the German author when he thinks it neceffary. Be-
fides, he hasfeen much, and read much, and relates it all
together in the paragraphs marked by inverted Commas.
The warning he has given in his preface will not fuffice
to remove the objections of fome readers. In fome paf-
{ages he has even adopted as truth certain affertions
which the correfpondence of the Muminees evidently
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demonftrate to have been invented by them againft
their adverfaries, and which in my Hiftorical Volume
I {hall be obliged to treat in an oppofite fenfe. Nor
will I pretend to fay, that Illuminifm drew its origin
from Mafonry ; for it is a fat demonftrated beyond alt
doubt, that the founder of Illuminifin oply became a Ma«
fon in 1777, and that two years later than that he was
wholly unacquainted with the myfteries of Mafonry*.

I know perfeétly well, that this will not make Illumi-
nifin lefs difaftrous; neverthelefs I am obliged to differ
from Mr. Robifon when treating on that fubje, as well
as on fome other articles.-~So much for objeétions;
here is my reply. ‘

. In the firft. place Mr. Robifon and T always agree as
to the effential facts and the Confpiracy. of the Illumin-
ized Lodges; we alfo agree on their maxims and de«
grees; and this muft be fufficient to convince the reader.

In the next place, in his general view of the Sect he
has obferved its deteftable and moft dangerous princi-
ples.  Like a traveller he has feen the

Monftrum horreridum, informe, ingens . . « )

But he has not deferibed its forms, its manners, and
its habits, Nor would it be very prudent to rejec his
narrative becaufe fome few circumftances are not per-
fecly authenticated, or becaufe here and there fome
want of order may be obfervable. '

~ In fhort, if we except one or two letters, which may
be faid to be tranflations, all the other quotations
(though in the form of letters) cannot be called {o, for
they are not to be found in the letters of the Illuminees.
They are Extraés from different parts, all brought tos
gether under one head ; Mr. Robifon has given them to
the public in his own ftyle,and fometimes makes the Illu«
minees fpeak in clearer terms than is done in the Origi-
fials. H%s addition in the Tranflation of the famous
letter from Spartacus to Marius, page 165-64, has given
rife to numberlefs queftions, how the---cven d-.., wag
exprefled in the German text. A parenthefis follows
(can this mean death ?) 1 was obliged to anfwer that the
even d---, as well as the parenthefis, were additions 3
but at the fame time they were not additions contrary
to the fenfe of the létter. I could willingly have attri-
*# Original Writings, Vol. 1. Let. 6, to Ajax. Ibid. Let. 36, to M. C.

Porcius—and the firf P:;cl of the Critical Hiltory of th¢ Degrees
+ 8ee Page 4, of this Volume,
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buted thefe deviations to a difference in the editions of
the Original Writings ; but a new work muft be fup:
pofed, as well as new letters, to juftify the quotations,
and all Germany muft have noticed fuch changes. In
the firft place, the Court of Bavaria would have proteft:
ed againft fuch g fuppofition ; as the Original Writings
could not have coincided with an edition fo diflimilar;
next, the Illuminees who have not fpoken in fuch clea?
language, thoogh clear enough in their letters; in fine
the authors who bave combated IHuminifm, and whofé
quotations all exaétly agree with the Edition of Munich;
‘The Pages may change in different Editions; but whole
Letters and Difcourfes cannot, efpecially when the public

_ay, as we have feenabove, have accefs to the Originals.

As for me, whofe name cannot be expe@ed to havé

g fach authority as Mr. Robiforvs, I have taken all the

ecautions of which I felt myfelf to ftand in needf.
' never make a -quotatien but with the Original before
me ; qnd when I tranflate any paffage which may ftag.
ger the reader, I fubjoin the original, that each may
explain and verify the text. 1 follow the fame line of
eonduc when I compare the different teltimonies. I
never mention a fingle law in the code without havinﬁ
the original before me, or the practice of it to vouc
for my affertion. Hence it will be perceived, that
we are not to be put'in competition with each other}
Mr. Robifon tak'mg a general view, while I have at-
tempted to defcend into particulars : as to the fub-
ftance we agree. I hcarn:{ congratulate him on his
zeal in combating the monfter ; and though we do not
agree in certain particularities, we both evince the
monftrous mature of the Seét, and the certainty of its
horrible Confpiracies. '

4 Tam alfo afraid the difference that exifts between the degrees of Rofi~
ernfian, of which Mr. Robifon is in poffeflion, and thofe which I have
mentioned, may give rife to argument. I anfwer, xft. That I am acs

uainted with three degrees of Rofictufians, very different in them-
elves; 2dly. That the C%:echifms, Queftions and Rituals for the fame
degree greatly differ in different countries; 3dly. That I have followed
the works of Mr. L’ Abbe Le Franc, which Mr. Robifon has quoted 3
4thly. That Mr. Robifon allows the degree of Knights of the Sun as de~
fcribed by me to be fimilar to that which he is in poffeflion of. Since
the publication of my Second Volume, I have received an account of the
fame degree which coincides with what I had faid, and this degree is a
fufficient ground for all that Mr. Robinfon or myfelf have afferted on the-
attack carricd on by Mafonry againft Religion aud Governments. .
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" ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

CHAP. 1. ‘
Spartacus-Weifhaupt, Founder of the Illuminees.

HERE fometimes appear men formed with fuch Spartacus
unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to confider Weilhaupt,

them in no other view than as emanations from the .
evil genius, bereft by the avenging God of the power
of doing good. Imbecil in the fphere of wifdom, fuck
men are ouly efficient in the arts of vice and deftru@ions
they are ingenious in thofe conceptions, fkilful in that
cunning, and fruitful in thofe refources which enable
them defpotically to reign in the fchools of falfehood,
depravity, and wickednefs. In competition with the
Sophifters, thefe men will furpafs them in the arts of
exhibiting error in falfe and delufive colours; of difs
gu-iﬁng the vicious paflions under the mafk of virtue 3
and of clothing impiety in the garb of philofophy. In
the den of confpirators they are pre-emiment by the
dtrocity of their deeds; they excel in the arts of pre-
paring revolutions, and of combining the downfal of -
the Altar with that of Empires. If their career be ever
impeded, it is only when they approach the paths of
virtue and of real fcience. When Heaven in its wrath
permits a being of this {pecies to appear on the earth,
1t has only to put nations within the {phere of his activi-
ty, and it will be awfully avenged.

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, wags
born in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Apam Wis-
maveT, better known in the annals of the fe& by the
hame of Seartacus, To the eternal fhame of his Se-
rene protector, this impious man, heretofore Profeffor
of Law at the Univerfity of Ingolftadt, but now banith-
+ Vol. L. C _
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ed from his country as a traitor to his prince and to the
whole univerfe, peacefully, at the court of Erneft Lewis
duke of Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afylum, reccives a pens
fion from the public treafury, and is dignified with the
title of Honorary Counfellor to that Prince.

An odious phenomenon in nature, an Atheift void of
remorfe, a profound hypocrite, deftitute of thofe fupe~
rior talents which lead to the vindication of truth, he is
poffefled of all that energy and ardour in vice which
generates confpirators for impiety and anarchy. Shun-
ning, like the ill-boding owl, the genial rays of the fun,
e wraps around him the mantle of darknefs ; and hif-
tory thall record of . him, -as of the evil {pirit, only the
black deeds which he planned or executed.  Of mean
birth, his youth waus paffed in obfcurity, and but a fingle
trait of his private life has pierced the cloud in which
he had enveloped himfelf ;---but it is oné of hateful de,
pravity and of the moft confummate. villany.---Inceftu.,
ous Sophifter! it was the widow of. his brother whom,
he feduced.---Atrocious father ! it was for the murder of
his offspring that he folicited poifon and the dagger.---:
Execrable bypocrite! he implored, he conjured both art.
and friendfhip to deftroy the innocent vi&tim, the child,
whofe birth muft-betray the morals of his father. The.
fcandal from which he fhrinks is not that of his crime g
it is (he fays and writes it himfelf) the. {fcandal which,,
publifhing the depravity of his heart, would deprive hin:
of that aythority by which, under the cloak of virtue,
he plunged youth into vice and error....Monftrous So-:
phifter ! he accufes the devils of not havihg fkreened.
him from this fcandal by thofe abominations which
called the vengeance of the God of Nature on the fon
of Judah...-Then, impudently daring, he perjures him-,
felf ; he calls every thing that is facred td witnefs, that
neither he nor his friem}{s ever knew of the exiftence of
thofe poifons or fecret means of fcreening him from in-
famy, much lefs that they had ever propofed, fought, or:
employed them. He challenges, and at length forces, the
magiftrates to prove the accufation ; they produce the;
letters of the perjured Sophifter, and therein we behold:
him entreating a firft, a {econd, and even a third confi-
dant, to feek, or caufe to be fought, and to communi-
cate to him, thefe horrid arts. We fee him recalling.
promifes of three years ftanding with refpet to thefe
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means. He complains of the little fuccefs of his at-
tempts, he accufes the agents of timidity or of igno-
rance ; he entreats and conjures them to rencw their
attempts, telling them, that it was not yet too late, but
that expedition was neceflary. 'Who can paint the de-
pravity of this fingle trait. How monftrous the being
who could have combined fuch depravity! That the
God who humiliates the Sophifter thould have permit-
ted this fingle trait to have been brought to light, will
fuffice to fhow how far wickednecfs may be carried by
the man, who, with virtue on his tongue, and under the
fhade of that facred name, was forming and fanaticiling
the blood-thirfty legions of a Robefpierre.

After fo thocking an accufation the reader will natu.
rally expeét usto produce incontrovertible proofs. We
will, therefore, firft lay before him the uter of 7Veifs
Jhaupt to his adept- Hertel ; it is the Third Letter in the
Seqond Volume of the Original Writings of the liu-
mijnees in Bavaria.

. “ Now,” fays Weifhaupt to this adept, let me, under
¢ the-molft profound fecrecy, lay open the fituation of my
¢ heart. It deftroys my reft, it renders me incapable of
¢« every thing. Iam almoft defperate. My honour is in:
“ danger, and I am on the eve of lofing that reputation:
“ which gave me [o great an authority over our people.
« My fifter-in-law is with child. 1have fent her to Athens-
. ¢ (Munich) to Euriphon, to folicit a marriage licence
¢ from Rome. You fee howneceflary it is that the fhould:
« fucceed, and that without lofs of time ; every moment:
¢ is precious. But thould fhe fail, what fhall I do ?--How:
¢ fhall T reftore the honour of a perfon who is the vic-
“ tim of a crime that is wholly mine? We have already.
“ made feveral atteripts to deftroy the child ; fhe was.
% determined to undergo all; but Euriphon is too timid.
“ Yet I {carcely fee any other expedient. Could I de-.
“ pend on Celfe’s fecrecy (the profeffor Buder at Mu-.
¢ nich), he could be of great {ervice to me ; be bad pro-.
“ wifed me bis aid three years ago.. Mention it to him
“ if you think proper. See what can be done. I{hould
“ be forry that Caro knew any thing of it, left he {hould
“ tell all his friends. If you could extricate me from
“.this unfortunate ftep, you would reftore me to life, tos
“ honour, to reft, and to authority (that is over his peo-.
“ple). If you cannot, I forewarn you of it, I will ha~
2 :

.
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¢ zard a defperate blow, for T neither can nor will lofs
« my honour. I know not what devil” . ... [Here
decency obliges us to be filent ; but he continues] “ As
« yet nobody knows any thing of it but Euriphon ; it is
¢ not too late to make an attempt, for the is only in her
« faurth month, and the worft of it is, that it 1s a cri-
« minal cafe, and that alone makes the greateft effortz
¢ and the moft extreme (or boldeft) refolution neceffary.
« Be well and live happier than I do, and do think of
« {ome means which can extricate me from this affdir,
« 1 am yours, &e. Seartacus,”

Notwithftanding his repuﬁnance to let Cato into the
fecret, Weithaupt is at length obliged to write to him
on the fubje, and, after repeating that which through
decency we have omitted above, this monfter of hypo~
erify fays, ¢ what vexes me the moft in all this is, zhaz .
“ tny authority over our people will be greatly diminifhed
¢ —that I have expofed a weak fide, of which they will
“not fail to advantage themfelves whenever 1 may
.% preach morality, and exhort them ta virtue and mo.
“ defty.”* :

Now let us obferve the fame Weifhaupt barefacedly
faying in his apology, “ I think and dedlare before God
¢ (and I wifh this writing to be looked upon as a moft fo-
¢ lemn declaration), that in all my life Ihave never heard
¢ of thofe fecret means (of abortion) nor of thofe poi-
“ fons ; that I have never feen nor had knowledge of
¢ any occafion when I or my friends could even have
« thought of advifing, admriniftering or making any ufe
« whatever of them. And this I fay in teftimony and
<« affirmation of the truth.”4 It is thus that by the moft
abominable hypocrify he {uftains a barefaced and de-
teftable perjury.

So much for the moral virtue of this man; but our
chief objed is, to confider him in his chara@er of a
Confpirator.  Let us then defcend into that baleful
abyfs, and obferve him in the fchools of impiety, rebel-
lion, and anarchy. Here again he appears to have been
ignorant of the gradations of crime, of the fpace that
lies between the flightef deviation from reitude and
the moft. profound wickednefs. Here, fcarcely have
the magiftrates caft their eyes upon him when they find

" * Original Writings, Vel. L. Let. 61, to Cato,
"% Introdudtion to his Apology, p- 6

i

.
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him at the head of a confpiracy which, when compared
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and I’ Alembert, or
with the fecret comimittees of D’Orleans, make thefe
latter appear like the faint imitations of ‘puerility, and
fhow the Sophifter and the Brigand as mere povices in
the arts of revolution. It is not known, and it would
be difficult to difcover, whether /Veifbaupt ever had a
mafter, or whether he is himfelf the 'great original of
thofe monftrous dotrines on which he founded his
fchool. There exifts, however, a tradition which on
the authority of fome of his adepts we fhall lay before
the reader. '

Accérding to this tradition a Jutland merchant, who Tradition
had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the year 1771 3;lo bis
to overrun Europe, pretending to initiate adepts in the "
ancient myfteries ofp Mempbhis. But from more exaé
information I have learned that he ftopped for fome
time at Malta, where the only myfterics which he
taught were the diforganizing tenets of the ancient
Illuminees, of the adopted flave; and thefe he fedulouf-
ly infufed into the minds of the people. Thefe princi-
ples began to expand, and the ifland was already
threatened with revolutionary confyfion, when the
Kanights very wifely obliged our modern Illuminee to
feek his fafety in fight. The famous Count (or rather
mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have been a difciple
of his, as well as fome other adepts famous for their
IHuminifm in the county of Avignen and at Lyons. In
his perigrinations, it is faid, he met with Weithaupt,
and initiated him in his myfteries. If impiety and fe-
crecy could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, never
had any man better claims than Weithaupt. More

- artful and wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how to di-
re& them among his difciples to very different ends.

Whatever may have been the fa&t with refpe to this
firft mafter, it is very certain that Weifhaupt needed
none. In an age when every kind of error had me makes
taken root, he did what is naturally to be expeded choice of
from men who, guided by their unhappy bias both in his fyfiems.
religious and political opinions, always feleét the moft

" abominable. He muft have had fome notion of the
ancient Illuminees, for he adcpted their name, and the
diforganizing principles of their horrid fyltem. Thefe
Rnotions were {trengthened, without doubt, by his fa.

.

. . Va
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- Vorite application to the diforganizing myfteries of Ma-

nicheifin, fince we may obferve him recommending the
ftudy of them to his difciples as a preparatory ftep for,
and as having a clofe conneétion with, thofe for which
he was preparing them.* But, perfet Atheift as he
was, and fcorning every idea of a God, he foon defpifed

~the twofold God of Ancient Hluminiftn, and adopted
the doétrines of Manes only in as much as they threat-

ened every,government, and led to univerfal anarchy.
He was acquainted with the fyftems of the modern

‘Sophifters ; but, notwithftanding ail their democracy,

he did not think they had given fufficient latitude to
their {yftems of Liberty and Equality. He unly adopted
their hatred for God, or pure Atheifm. One clafs led
to the deftruction of all civil and political laws, the
other to the overthrow of all religion ; he combined
them both, and formed a monftrous digeft, whofe ob-
ject was the moft abfolute, the moft ardent, the moft
frantic vow to overthrow, without exception, every re~
ligion, every government, and all property whatfocver.
He pleafed himfelf with the idea of a diftant poffibility.
that he might infufe the fame with throughout the
world ; he even affured himfelf of {uccefs.

+ With the talents of a vulgar Sophifter fuch a hope
‘would have been the fummit of folly ; but with a genius.

like that of Weifhaupt, formed for great crimes, it was. *

the confidence of unlimited wickednefs. The Bavarian
Sophifter knew his powers; he believed no crime im-

poffible; he only fought to eombine them all to reduce

his fyftems to practice. The mediocrity of his fortune
had obliged him to confecrate the latter years.of his
education to the ftudy of the laws. Whether-by dif-
fimulation he concealed the plans foftered in his breaft,
or whether he had not as yet digefted them all, he how-.
ever found means of getting himfelf named to the chair
of Laws in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, before he had
attained his twenty-eighth year. On the 1oth of March
1778, he writes to Zwack that he was not yet thirty
years of age ; and in the fame letter he informs him,
under fecrecy, of his future projeéts on Illuminifm,
which he had founded two years before.

® Sec the degree of Direing Illuminec, oder Scottifcher riter (Scotchy
Kanight) page 72.
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- He mult have known himfelf poffaffed of profound Origin and
diffimulation ; he muft have been mafter of frange re- it é‘g‘ of
fources, to ground his plans for the fubverfion of all
laws throughout all empires, on the very fumtion of
public interpreter of the law. It was neverthelefs:
at the college of Ingolftadt that Weifhaupt, affedtingy |
the greateft zeal for his duty, conceived himfelf to be:
admirably fituated. for forming and conduting by in-
vifible means the great revolution which he had plan.
ned. He juftly eftimated the influence which-his office
of teacher gaye him over his {cholars, and he had the
courage to {upply in private the deficiency of thofe lefe
fons which he was obliged to give to them in public.

. But it would have been too poor a conqueft for An- |}
archy or Impiety to have: gained only thofe who were
under the eye of the founder. Weifhaupt beheld man-
kind fubje to religious and political laws from pole to

EOIC’ and his jealous zeal weighed the means which the-
" faints bad employed to extend the faith of Chrift.
There ftill exifted the fcattered remnants of an order
which the imprudent policy of Kings had obliged the
Sovereign Pontiff to facrifice to the machinations of a
Bhilofophiﬂn, the profefled enemy:of both Kings and.

ontiffs. Weifhaupt knew how to appreciate: the fup-
port which the laws had acquired from men who were
heretofore {pread throughout all Catholic countries, and
who, in the towns and villages, publicly taught youth,.
thundered from the pulpit againit vice, directed Chrif-:
tians toward the path of virtu¢, and went to preach the
faith of Chrift to idolatroys and barbarous nations. He
well knew how much empires were indebted to religi-
ous orders, . that in preaching the duty which each man
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound him
to his neighbour and to his Prince. Though he in his
heart detefted the children of Benedi&, Francis, or Ig-
natius, he admired the inftitutions of thefe holy found-
ers, and was particularly charmed with thofe of Ignatius,
whofe laws direéted fo many zealous men difperfed:
throughout the world toward the fame obje& and under
one head : he conceived that the fame forms might be
adopted, though to operate in a fenfe diametrically oppo-
fite.* ¢ What thefe men have done for the Altar and
the Throne (faid he to himfelf) why {hould not I do in.

4 Mirabeau d¢ la Monarchic, Pruflienue, vol 5, page 97.
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' oppofition to the Altar and the Throne? With legions
of adepts fubjeét to my laws, and by the lure of myf-
terics, why may not I deftroy under the. cover of dark.
nefs, what they edified in broad day? What Chrift even
did for God and for Cefar, why fhall not I do againft
God and Cefar, by mearis of adepts now become my
apoftles ” R :

In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to Weithaupt,
I will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlefs conjectures.
No, thefe very withes in plain language are contained:
in his confidential letters to his difciples ; and he even’
reproaches them with not imitating the fubmiffion of
the followers of thofe holy founders* His moft
celebrated adepts have declared, that they had ob-
ferved him copying them throughout his code ;i
they muft alfo have remarked, that Weifhaupt, in-plan<
ning his fyfems according to the forms adopted by
thofe religious founders, had referved it to himfelf to
add all the artifices which the moft infernal policy could:
fuggelt. At the atual period when this confpirator
formed his plans, he was ignorant of the obje& of
Freemafonry :f He only knew that the fraternity held
fecret meetings : heobierved that they were bound by
myfterious ties, and recognized each other for brethren
by certain figns and words, whatever x?ight be theirf
country or retigion. In his mind, therefore, he com«
bined the plan of " a fociety, which was at once to par<
take as much as convenieat of the government of the
Jefuits, and of the myfterious filence and fecret conduéy
of Mafonry. Its objett was, the propagation of the
moft Antifocial Syftems of ancient Iitaminifm, and of
t:hef moft Antireligious Syftems of modern Philofo-

hifm. '

B Brooding over this. difaltrous proje®, Weithaupt caft
his' eyes on the young pupils whom government had
entrufted to his care to form them for magiftrates of
their country, and defenders of the laws, and he re-
folved to begin his warfare againft both by the perver-
fion of thefe youths. He beheld in diftant fuicceflion bis
firft difciples feducing others, thofe again, fubje& to his

* Vid. Original Writings, Vol. L let. 27, to Cato.

1 Sce the Original Writings, Vol. L Infirutio pro recipientibus, art. Bows
Let. 2, to Ajax.~-Divers letters to Cato—Laft Obfervations of Philo,

{ Sce herealter the chapter on Mafoary illuminized
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taws, forming further adepts; and thus by degrees he
came complacently to view his legions multiplyin% and
fpreading from the towns to the country, and refident
<ven in the courts of Princes. He already heard thofe
oaths which, under the fecrecy of the Lodges, were to bind

the minds and hearts of thofe new legions who, replete
with his diforganizing {pirit, were filently to undermine -
the Altar and the Throne. He calculated the time -

neceffary, and finiled to think that he would one day
have only to give the fignal for the general explofion.
Scarcely had this modern Eratoftratus attained his
¢ight-and-twentieth year, ere he had laid the founda-
tions of thofe laws which he meant to give to his dif-
organizing fe& Though he had not attually written
his code, he had arranged it in his mind, and he made
his firft eflay on two of his pupils, one named Maffen-
haufen (whom he furnamed 4jax), about twenty years
of age, and afterwards a Counfellor at Burkhaufen ;
the other called Merz (whom he furnamed Tiberius)*
nearly of the fame age, but whofe morals and chara&er
proved fo abominable, that they made even his vile fe.
-ducer blufh. Thefe two difciples foon vying with their
mafter in impiety, he judged them worthy of being
admitted to his myfteries, and conferred on them the
higheft degree that he had as yet invented. He called
them Areopagi, inftalled himfelf their chief, and called
this monftrous aflociation THE orDER OF lLLUMINEES.
It was on the firft of May 1776, that the inauguration
was celebrated. Let the reader well obferve this epoch.
It indicates a feeble beginning ; it preceded the French
.Revolution but by a few years ; that however. was the
time when that abominable fet firft ftarted into exift-
ence, which was to combine all the errors, all the con-
fpiracies, and all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety,
ebellion, or Anarchy, and which, under the name of
Jacobin, was to confummate the dreadful Revolution.
Such was the origin of that fe& which [ had in view
when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfortunately
with too much truth, ¢ That whatever their govern-

- % Weithaupt, in a letter to Zwack, fays, “ My three firft colleagues
were Ajax, you, and Merz.” ( Let. 15, Feb. 1778.) This clcarly ftates, that
Merz was the Tiberius who was illuminized with Ajux ; for it is clear
that Zwack was only initiated ten months after the two adepts Ajux and
Tiberius. See Orig. Writ. Pol. I, Set. IV,

+ Orig. Writ. Vol L Sect. IV.—Let. 2, to Phiip Strozzi,
Vol. 1L - ' D

He fouhdy
his Llumige *
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@ ment or religion might be, to whatever rank they
¥ might belong in oivi?focicty, if Jacobinifin triumph.
¥ ed all would be overthrown ; that fhould the plans
% and wifhes of the Jacobins be accomplifhed, their
¥ religion with its Pontiffs, their government with it
% laws, their magiftrates and their property, all would
% be fwept away m the common mafs of ruin! Their
%* riches and their ficlds, their houfes and their cotta.
w écs, their very wives and children would be tom
“ from them. You have looked upon Jacobiical Fae-
“ tion as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only
€ making a {portive effay of its ftrength.”*

According to the wifhes and intentions of this terrible
and formidable fe&, nations, aftonithed, have yet onl
een the firft part of the plans formed for that gener
Revolution which is to beat down every Throne---over
turn every Altar---deftroy all property---blot out every
‘law---and conclude by the total diffolution of all fociety?!

Planof this 1he omen is fatal ;-—-but (more fatal 1Y) 1 have

volume.

‘mmmberlefs proofs to demonftrate the truth of this affer
tion. - With refpe& to the Confpiracies of IHuminifin,
T fhall draw my proofs from their own code and their
archives. I will begin with their code ; it will lay
open the obje@, the extent, the manner, the means and
inconceivable depth of the Confpiracies of the fed.
“This Firft Part will comprehend the plan of their com
fpiracies, the extra@ and analyfis of the code of laws
‘which they had conftruted for attaining their ends.
“The Second Part will {hew their progrefs and their firc-
‘ceffes from their firft origin, till that period when,
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leaving
their fecret dens, they unite amd confound themfelves
“with the Jacobins, and in unifon “with them profecute

_that war ‘of defolation which menaces with total ruin

‘the Altar of every €od---the Throne of every Monarch
~---the Law of every Society---and the Property of every
Citizen. O! that'] could, in delinesting what the
fec has done, ‘what it is doing, -and what it {till medi-
tates to do---that I could but teach nations and the
chiefs of nations what they tiremfelves:ought to do, to
avert the impending danger ; thofe, T fay, who have
.miftaken thefe difafters for a fudden explofion, while
they are in fa& but an effay of the ftrength of the fe&,
and the-commxcncement of their general plan. )

/» /
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CHAP. IL

€ode of the Illuminces.-—-General Syflem, and divifon
. ~of the Code. '

11

b )Y the code of the fc& of THuminees I mean the Weithaupt

principles and fyftems which it had formed to it~

prepares
the code

&If on Religion and Civil Society, or rather againft of the llu-

all Religion and all Civil Society whatever ; I mean, minees..

the government and the laws which it has adopted to
tealize its plans, and to guide the adepts in bringil}g
the whole univerfe into its fyftems. This was not {a
much a code fpringing from an ardent mind, and an,
enthufiaftic zeal for a great revolution, as the offsprin

of reflection on the means of rendering it infallible
for no fooner had Weifhaupt conceived a plan, than he

forefaw the obftacles which might thwart its fuccefs,’

kugh he decorated the firft pupils whom he had fe-
duced with. the title of his profound adcpts, yet he did,
pot dare unfold to them the vaft extent of his plans..
Pleafed with. having laid the foundation, he did not
burry the elevation of that edifice, which might have
been expofed to fall for want of the proper precau--
tions ; no, he wifhed it to be as durable as.time itfelf,.
For five whole years he meditated ; and he forefaw
that he fhould {till have to paufe for many a tedious-
day on. the means of fecuring the fuccefs of his plans.
His plodding head filently ruminated and flowly combi-
ned that code of laws or rather of cunning,. of artifice,.
of fnares and ambufhes by which he was to regulate
the preparation of candidates, the duties of the initia--
ted, the fun@ions, the rights, the conduct of the chiefs,
and even his own. He watched every means of feduc-
tign, weighed and compared thofe means, tried then}

olie after the other, and when he had adopted any of”

them would ftill referve the power of changing them,.
i cafe he thould happen to fall upon any that would
be more difaftrous. -

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apoftles, gained:
him many partizans; he feduced many himfcl, and di~-
* Vel HIL Da :
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re@ed their condu by letter. His advice was adapted
to circumftances, and artfully hufbanding his promifes,
he kept the minds of his difciples perpetually in fufpenfe
as to the laft myfteries. To his trufty adepts he pro-
wifes fyflems of morality, of education, and of polity, all
entirely new ; and they might eafily furmife .that this
future code would be no other than that of a morality
without reftraint, of a religion without a God, and of a
polity without laws or any dependence whatfoever ;*
though he did not dare entirely to throw away the mafk.
But %is laws appeared imperfe@, his fhares were not
fufficiently concealed, and ge was convinced that time
and experience alone could perfet the work on which
he had fo long meditated. Such are the colours, at
leaft, in which we fee him reprefenting himfelf when
his adepts, impatient to be initiated in the laft myfteries,
reproach him with the flownefs of his preceedings:
¢ It is from time and experience,” fays he, « that we
¢ are to learn. I daily put to the teft what I made laft
“ year, and I find that my performances of this year are
¢ far fuperior, Give me then time to reflect on what may
« forward and on what may delay the execution of out’
¢« plans ; to weigh what may be expected of our people
“ left to themfc%w:s or led and conduéed by us.---Res
“ member that what is done in halte, {peedily falls to
“ ruin. Leave me then to myfelf, let me a& alone ; and
% believe me, sime and I are worth any other two.”+
Let not the reader imagine that thefe meditations of
Weifhaupt alluded to the obje& of his views; that
never varied ; the deftrucion of Religion, the deftruc,
tion of Society and the civil Laws, the deftruétion of all
property,---that was the point at which he always aim-
ed ; and this impious man too well knew his crime not

. to be alarmed ; we fec him writing to his confidant,

/

“ You know the fituation in which I ftand. T mnuft di-
“ re@ the whole by means of five or fix perfons. It ig
¢ abfolutely neceffary that I fhould during my life re-
“ main unknown to the greater part of the adepts
¢ themfelves.-—-1 am often overwhelmed with the idea
¢ that all my meditations, all my fervices and toils are
% perhaps only twifting a rope.or planting a gallows
. * Origint; Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Marius and Cato.

c a{;ooﬁginal Writings, Vol. I. Letters 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. to Marius apd
iada |
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& for myfelf; that the indifcretion or imprudence of .

“ but one man may overturn the moft beautiful editice
¢ that ever was reared.”*

At other times wifhing to appear above fuch fears,
but {till reproaching the adepts with want of caution,
he fays, «If our affairs already go on fo ill, the whole
¢ will foon be undone ; the fault will be thrown upon
¢ me, and, as author of every thing, I fhall be the firft
* facrificed. Yet that is not what frightens me; T know
“ how to take every thing on my own fcore ; but if
« the imprudence of the Brethren is to coft me my life,
¢ let me at leaft not have to blufh before men of re-
« fle@tion, nor to reproach myfelf with an inconfiderate
¢ and rath condu&.”+

Thus does every motive ftimulate this famous Con-' Termi-

13

fpirator to transfufe into his code every precaution that n:;:hi'

could at the fame time fkreen him from condign pu-

"pifhment, and fecure the fuccefs of his plots. At
fength, after five years meditation on his fide, and nu-
merous confultations with his trufty adepts, particularly
with Philo, or the Baron Knigge, who alls a very exalt-
ed part in Iluminifin, Weithaupt had regulated the
mode of his myfteries, and had digefted the code of his
fé&, that is to fay, the principles, the laws, and govern-
ment adopted by the Illuminees to accomplith the
grand objedt of their Contpiracy. Before we lead our
readers through the immenfe labyrinth of this code, let
us give a general idea of the fyltem which ftimulated
its author to the foimation of thofe laws.

The more we meditate on that part of the code general

which we fhall lay before our readers when we come plan of bis

to treat of the myfteries of Illuminifim, the more clear. Yiem

ly we obferve Weifhaupt adopting the principles of
Equality and of Liberty, (propagated by modern Philo-
fophifin) in order to prefent them in a new light, and
to lead his difciples'to the ultimate confequences of the
moft abfolute Impiety and Anarchy. -
- The modern Sophifters, fome following Voltaire,
others Rouffeau,. had begun by faying, that all men
were equal and free, and they had concluded with re-
Jpe@ to Religion, that nobody, thou%h {peaking in the
name of a God who reveals himfelf, had the right of
* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 11 and 25, to Cato.
t Let. 22, to Cato, ' :
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prefcribing rules to their faith ; the authority of revea
lation being caft afide, they left no otber bafis for Reli-,
gion to reft upon, but the fophiftry of a reafon the per-
petoal prey of eur paflions, They had annibilated
Chriftianity in the minds of their adepts. Wil refpect
1o Goverrment they had alfo afferted, thar all men were’
cqual and free, and they had concluded that every citi-,
zen had an equal right to form the laws, or to the title,
of Sovercign; this confequence abapdoning all authoria
ty to the capricious flutuations of the multitude, no,
;éovcrnmcnt could be legitimate but that founded on,
haos, or the volcanic explofions of the democratic,
and fovereign populace. ,
Weithaupt, reafoning on the fame principles, believa
ed beth the Sophifters and the Democratic Populace to
he too timid in drawing thcir inferences, and the followa
ing may be faid to be the effence of all his myfteries.
“ Liberty and Fquality are the effential rights thag

“ man in his original aud primitive perfection received
« from nature. Property {truck the firft blow at Egua-.
¢ [iry ; political Society, or Governments, were the fir(t
« oppreffors of Liberty; the fupporters of Governments,
“ gnd. property. are the religions and civil lomws ; there-,
« fore, to reinftate man in his primitive rights of Equas
¢ lity and Liberty, we muft begin by deftroying all Re-
« li%iou, all civil fociety, and finifh by-the deftruction,
¢ of all property.” - . :
Had true Philofophy but %&incd admittance to thefg
lodges of lllumilll’irfm, how clearly would fhe have de-
monftrated the abfurdity of each and all of thefe pripci-
Fles, and the extravagance and wickednefs of fuch cons
equences, both to the mafter and bis.adepts! She would
have thown, that the rights and laws of primitive warr °
alone upon earth,, or parent of a feasty generation,
neither were nor ought to be the rights and laws of
man living on an inhabited globe. " She would bave
proved, that Nature, when {he . ordained that man
thould increafe and multiply on this €arth, and that he
fhould cultivate it, cleasly announced that, his goﬁcrkg
were hereafter to live under the empire of focial laws,
She would have obferved, that without property this
earth would have remained uncultivated and yninha-
bited; that without religious and civil laws the fame
eaith would have only nurtured ftraggling hordes of
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vagabonds and favages. ‘Then would our Bavarian Tk
luminee have concluded, that his Equality and Liberty, '
far from being the effential fights of man m the ftate
of perfe@ion, would only be the inftruments of his de- .
radation, and affimilate hin to the beafts of the earth, |
they were to be incomparible with Property, Religion, |
~and Society. But rrue Philofophy was an alien to s !
Tchool ; and Weithaupt, with his deteftable genius
formed for error, applauds the fophifm, makes it the
bafis of his fyftem, and the ultimate fecret of his

{terdes.

I am not ﬁm‘Ply to prove that fuch is the grand ob- Its dangen.
je& of the Confpiracy, and of the ultimate revolution
which he is preparing with #ll his adepts. Were that
‘my only taik, I fhould cite the bleffings which the hie-
tophant of Illumimi{fm pours out on thofe hordes that
roam without laws or fociety, and the curfes which he
vents againit thofe imen who, fixing their abodes, name
ichiefs and conftituted ftates. The very menaces of the .
teacher anfold the whole of the Confpiracy. « Yer,
princes and nations fhall difappear from OF the face of the
earth ; yes, a‘time fhall come when man fhall acknowledge
w0 other kaw but the 'great book of nature : This revolution
fhall be the work of the secreT socieTies, and that is one
of our grand myficries* This fingle ‘paﬂ'age of the code
s fufficrent to demonftrate both the objeét of the Con-
fpiracy and the extent of ‘the projects of the fe@ ; but
though the Confpiracy theuld be clearly proved, ftill
that would be doing little for the public good. Inftead
of a terrible and formidable fe&, nations and chiefs of
‘nations might miftake the Hluminees for a band of
fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means a chimeri-

‘cal Revolutions therefore little to be feared, and too
defpicdble to deferve notice. Thus world wickednefs
find a cloak in ‘its excefles; the fe@ would profecute its
‘heltith plots more adively, more confidently, and more
Tuccefsfully, mrerely becaufe their obje@ was fuppofed
‘impoffible. Society would be diffotved ; our laws, our
Tehgion, and our property, would be wrefted from us,
‘becavfe we believed them proof againft any, attempt.
Nations would tranquilly flumber on the brink of t

Pprecipice, and be plunged into deftru®ion while they
sonfidered the fatal caufe as the delufion of delirium,

* Sce hercafter the Difcourfe on the Myftertzs,
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and (miled on the plots of Muminifm. And its founder
forefaw this: for he fays to his adepts, « Let the laughers
laugh, let the fcoffers feoff ; be that compares the paft with
the prefent; will fee that nature continues its courfe with»
out the poffibility of diverting it.  Its progrefs is imper<
ceptible to the man who is not formed to abferve it ; bus
it does not efiape the attention of the Philofopher.*
Society then calls upon me to devclop more than the
exiftence, or even the extent of the plots of the fect---
1 fay, it calls on me londly to proclaim the dangers
which threaten us; yes, the evils which threaten all {fo«
ciety muft be clearly thown. A manner of procecdinﬁ
and an artful cunning big with crime, which wi
fpeedily plunge nations into thofe difafters which they
may believe chimerical, is to be clearly afcertained.
1 bave to unfold the whole of a fyftem, an entire
code, in which each inftitute, each maxim, each
regulation, is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolu-
tion which fhall ftrike focicty a mortal blow. I amx
not then about to inform each citizen that his religion,
his country, his property, that every fociety, people, or

.nation,, are menaced ; unfortunately that would be a

tafk too eafily performed. But I am bound to fay, « In
this horrible plot, fuch are the dangers which threaten
your country, and fuch the perils that hang over your
perfons.” I muft fhow extenfive refources combined
with confummate villany, where you imagined that
nothing exifted but the delirium of modern Philofo-
phifin, deftitute of means.

Weifhaupt, like yourfelves, had forefeen numerous

-obftacles to his confpiracy ; and it appears that he had

even exaggerated them. That for which his moft fa-

mous adepts feem to defpife their countrymen, fhould

be mentioned here as redounding to their honour.
Weithaupt, furrounded by the fakhful Bavarians, faith-
ful to their God and to.their country (rather fpeculating
on the human heart from his books, than clofely ob-
ferving men in the common intercourfe of life), was
not aware how very much Philofophifin had forward-
ed his fyftems.+ The generation which had attained
the age of manhood appeared too much infected with
the antiquated ideas on religion and government. But,

* See hereafter the Difcourfe on the Myfteries

4 Sec the laft Obfervations of Philo
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-unfortunately, fa&s foon undeceived him, and this error
only ferved, by deferring his hopes, to turn his mind to
~farther precautions and meditations, ‘which fooner or
later were to render his fuccefs infallible. He would
-fay to himfelf, he would fay to his trufty brethren,
 According to my views, I cannot employ men as they
«« are; I muft form them -cach clafs of my order muft

“ be a preparatory fchool for the next; and all this |

“ muft neceffarily be the work of time.”* But to ac- -

-celerate the time he caft his eyes on that clafs of young
men, which, juft entering the world, eafily fall a prey
“to error, becaufe at that age they are under the influ-
ence of their paflions. I fhall hereafter thow what it
was that both fhortened the time, and abridged their
“education, in prefenting him with whole legions of
-adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firlt necef

fary, however, that the reader fhould be acquainted |
“with the profundity of his fyftem; becaufe, had the *

French revolution not taken place, that fyftem would
alone have fufficed to render 1t certain and infallible ;
for could the French Revolution be done away at the
prefent moment, and the ancient regimen be reftored,
‘this code would furnifh Illuminifm with all the means
-of effe@tuating one that fhould be {till more -difaftrous.
Let us then ftudy it, let us diffipate the cloud in which
it is enveloped. Reader, your own intereft requires
-that you fhould follow: our fteps; and obferve all the
fnares that have -been laid for you ; fee with what art
its difciples are beguiled, with ‘what precaution it
choofes, calls, and difpofes its adepts. Its proceedings
appear indeed to be flow, but they are neverthelefs
fure. It feems to exhauft all its art to acquire a fingle

profelyte, but the fame allurements attraét whole le-

gions. Its fprings are fecret, but the reader mult know
their power and with what conftancy they move toward
and dire@ the common ruin. He has {een the people

-

agitated, animated, and even mifled to ferocity; but

‘e muft alfo be informed how thofe adepts were
created who fanaticifed the people and rendered them
ferocious.

- Weifhaupt lays down as an invariable and infallible
principle, that the “ grand art of rendering any revo-

* Original Writings, Vol. -1, Lez. to Cato.
Vol. III. E
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¢ Jution whatfoever certain-~is to enlighten the people
¢ ._.and to enlighten them is, infenfibly to turn the pub-
“ lic opinion to the adoption of thofe changes which
_« are the given objed of the intended revolution.

“ When that obje@ cannot be gromulgcd without
“ expofing him that has conceived it to- public ven-
¢ geance, he muft know how to propagate bis opinions
IN SECRET SOCIETIE®S. -

“ When the objet is an univerfal Revolution, all the
“ members of thefe focicties, aiming at the fame point,
¢ and aiding each other, muft find meansof governing 1.4
“ vifibly, and without any appearance of 'uioént meq/grf:,
“ not only the highcr and moxe diftinguifbed clofs of any
« particular flate, but men of all fations, of all nation;,
“and of every religion--Infinuate the fame [pirit every
“ wheres--In filence, but with the greateft adtivity poffible,
“direc the feattered inhabitants of the earth. toward the

& fasme point” This is what he calls the grand prob-

Jem on the polity of ftates, on which he grounds the
Jorce of fecret facicties, and on which the empire of his
Iluminifm was to reft.* )

“ This empire once eftablithed by means of the union
« and multitude of the adepts, let force fucceed to the
“invilible power. Tie the hands of thofe who refif ;
“ fubdue and flifle wickednefs in the germ;” that is to
fay, crufh thofe whom you have not been able to con-
vince.+ He that teaches fuch doétrines is not to be look-
ed on as a weak enemy. When Weifhaupt referved
them for his my(teries, as well as the revelation of his
ultimate objet, he knew too well that they were only
fitted for men who had long been trained to view them
as the leffons of nature and of philofophy ; and thould be
meet with any who had anticipated them, it would only
abridge their noviciate. But he needed nothing lefs
than a whole generation. It was therefore to multiply
the number of the adepts, to difpofe them by infenfible
degrees to receive his doctrines; by an invifible hand to
dire@® their ideas, their wifhes, their actions, and their
combined efforts, that the code of laws which he fram.
‘ed for Illuminifin conftantly tended.

According to thefe laws, the fet is divided into two

and clafles, and each of thefe again fubdivided into lef-
%e‘;' degrees proportionate to the progrefs of the adepts.

? See the Difcourfe on the My{crics. 1 Ibid.,
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The firft clafs is that of Prer raTion. It contains
Jour degrees, thofe of Novice, ot Minerval, of Minor
Tluminee or Illuminatus Minor, and of Major Tlhuminee
or Lluminatus Major.

Some intermediary degrees belong to the clafi of
PreparaTion, which may be called of Jutrufion ; fuch
are. thofe which the feé have borrowed from Freema-
fimry, as a means of propagation. Of thefe mafonic.
degrees the code of Llluminces admit the three firft with-
out any alteration: it adapts more particularly to the
views of the fe¢t the degree of 'Scotch Knight as an ul-
timate preparation for its myfteries, and it is ftiled the
degree of Direcling Illuminee or Illuminatus Dirigens.

The fecond clafs is that of the MysTEer1Es, and this is
fubdivided into the leffer and greater myfleries. The
kffer comprehend the priefthood and adminiftration of
the fedt, or the degrees of Priefts and of Regents or-
Princes. ’ )

In the greater myfleries are comprized the two de-
grees of Mugi or Philofopher and of the Man King.
The Elec of the latter compofe the council and the de-
gree of Areopagites.® '

In all thefe claffes and in every degree, there is a -

part of the utmoft confequence, and which is common
to all the Brethren. It is that employment known in.
the code by the appellation of Brother "Infinuator or
Recruitert. 'The whole ftrength of ‘the fe@ depends
on this part ; it is that which furnithes members to the
different degrees; and Weifthaupt, well knowing the:
‘importance of the tafk, turned all his genius toward it.
Let us therefore begin by diredting our attention to the
difcovery of:- it.

* See the Original Writings, Chap. I Part II, page 8. and the laft:
Obfervation of Philo, page 89, &c. &c. .
This is not a term of my invention; it really is to be found in the,

code. Infinuator or Anwerber (fignifying recruiter) are the two words,

generally made ufe of to exprefs this charaéter.

Vol III. Eza
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CHAP. IIL

Firft Part of the Code of the Illuminees.---Of the Brother
Infinuator, or the Recruiter.

BY the appellation of Brother Infinuator, is to be
underftood the Jlluminee whofe peculiar office is
to make profelytes for the fect. Some brethren were
more particularly inftru&ted for that end ; they might,
indeed, be called the Apoftles or Miffionaries of the
Order, being thofe whom the {uperiors fent to the
different towns and provinces, and even into diftant
countries, to propagate its dorines and to eftablith
new Lodges. Thefe had received, in addition to the
common rules, farther inftrudions peculiar to the high-
er degrees. ¢ Thefe (as Weifhaupt writes) may fome-
times be the moft imbecile, and at other times the moft
ingenious of the Brotherhood.” From the former he
can depend on a blind obedience to the rules he lays
down, which are never to be deviated from ; and with
refpe® to the latter, provided they be zealous and
punctual, thould they even tranfgrcgs any of the laws,
it would not be in fuch a manner as to commit either
their own fafety or that of the Order ; and they would
foon make amends for their indifcretion by fome new
artifice. But, whatever may be the fenfe of the IHu.
minee, he is obliged once or twice in. his life to aét the
part of Brother Infinuator, and that with a certain
fuccefs, by the acquifition of two or three profelytes;
under pain of perpetually remaining in the lower de-
grecs. Some Brethren of high rank may have been
difpenfed from this formality ; but as to the gcnerality
of them there exifts a pofitive law on that point.* To
ftimulate the zeal of the Brethren, the Infinuator is by
the laws of the code eftablithed fuperior over every
novice that he has gained to the Order : It is exprefled
as follows : “ Every Illluminee may form to himfelf a

¢ petty empire ; and from bis littlenefs, emerge to greai-

« ncfi and power.4”?

L4 Originnl Writings. The Statutes reformed, Art. 18. + Ibid.

0y
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Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every TMu.
minee for the propagation of the fect; and this is the
part which firft claims our attention, in order that we’
may be able to form an idea of the immenfurable: .
powers of Weifhaupt for {feduction.

This part may be faid to be fubdivided into three. port. 1. of
The rules laid down are, firft, thofe which are to guide his miffion.
the Brother Infinuator in the choice of .perfons to be- :3‘&;’:;::“
admitted or excluded ; then follow thofe which are to dates
teach him how to entice into the order thofe perfous.
whom he bas judged proper for it; and laftly come
thofe rules and arts by which novices are to be fornred,
and even involved in Iuminifm before they are of--
ficially admitted.

In order to judge of the qualifications of the per-*
fons whom he may enlift, every Illuminee is to begin
by procuring tablets, which he is to kccj) in the form
of a Journal; and this is bis Diary. Afliduoufly prying
into every thing that furrounds him, he muft vigilantly
obferve all perfons with whom he becotnes acquainted,
or whom he meets in company, without exception of
relations, friends, enemies, or entire ftrangersewhe muft
endeavour to difcover their ftrong and their waizk fide;
their paffions and prejudices; their intimacies, and,
above all, their ations, interefts and fortune ; in a.
word, every thing relating to them : and the remarks.
of every day he muft enter in his Diary.

A twofold advantage is to be reaped from thefe par-

ticulars of information; firft, by the order in general
and its {uperiors; fecondly, by the adept himfelf. T'wice
every month he will make a general ftatement of his
obfervations, and he will tranfmit it to his fuperiors. -
By thefe means the Order will be informed what men,
in every town or village, are friendly or inimical to-it. -
The means of gaining over the one or deftroying the
other will naturally occur.  With refpe& to the Ju--
finuator, he will learn how to judge of thofc who are
proper perfons to be received or rejeéted, and he will
carefully infert his reafons for the admiffion or rejection
of thofe perfons in his monthly ftatements.*

* Original Writings.—The Statutes reformed, Art. 9, 13, and follow-
ing.~Inftru&ions for the Infinuators, Se&. XI, No. 1.~—for the Infinn-
ated Nos. 1, 3, 5, &c—Let. the 4th to Aj{u. N
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- The Recruiting Brother will carefully guard againft:
giving the moft diftant hint that he is an Illuminee.
This law is peremptory for the Brethren, but more par-.
ticularly for all the Znfinuators, whofe fuccefs may often
effentially depend on it.. It is to them that the legiflator-
{o ftrongly recommends all that exterior of virtue and
of perfection, that care of thunning all publick fcandals-
which might deprive them of their afcendaucy over the-
minds of thofe whomn they feek to entice into the Or-.
der.* ‘The law exprefsly fays, ¢ Apply yourfelves to the
acquiring of interior and exterior perfection ;” but lelt
they fhould conceive that this perfetion even hinted at
the maftering of their paffions, and at renounéing the

. pleafures of the world, he adds, « Attend particutarly to
the art of diffembling and of difguifing your a&ions, the
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate into
their inmoft thoughts. Die kunft zu erlernen fich zu
verficllen, andeve zu beobachten, und aus zu forschen.”
It 1s for that reafon that thefe three great precepis are
to be found in the fummary of the Code: woLp THY-
TONGUE—BE PERFECT—DISGUISE THYsELF—almoft fol-
lowing aggh other in the fame page, and ferving as an
explanatibn of each other.}

Whoare to  Having made himfelf perfecly mafter of thefe pre-.
::d.cld“- cepts, and particularly of the laft, the Jufinuator is next
to turn his attention to thofe perfons whom he may ad-
mit or ought to reje&. He is not to admit into the Or-.
der either Pagans or, Jews ; but he is equally to reject
all religious ; and above all to fhun the Ex-Ffefuits as be
would the plague. Ordens-geiftliche durfen nie aufgenom-
men werden, und die Ex-fefuiten folk man wie dic pzft
fliehen.t : o .
The caufe of fuch exclufions is obvious. To fpeak
of religion, and admit, without any precaution, Jews,
Turks and Pagans, would be too open a manifeftation
of what their religion was ; and not to rejeét religious,
would be expofing themfelves to be betrayed by their:
own adepts.
Unlefs they gave evident figns of a fincere amend-
ment, all indifcreet talkers were to be rejected ; and

* See Ori%inal Writings, Vol. II. Let. 1, and 9.

+ Original Writings, Vol. L. p. 40. Nos. 4, 6, and 8,

{ The Laft Works of Spartacus and Philo.—Inftrution for the Stax
tionary Prefe&ts and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the 2d.~And Originak
Writings, Inftru&io pro Recipientibus, Nos. 1, and j.
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alfo thofe men whofe pride, or head-ftrong, interefted,
and inconftant minds denoted that it would be impofi-
ble to infufe into them that zeal fo neceflary for the
Order ; all thofe again, whofe drunken excefles might
injure that reputation of virtue which the Order was to
acquire 3 all thofe, in {hort, whofe meannefs and grofl-
nefs of manners would render them too untra@able to
give hope for their ever becoming pliant and ufeful.*

« Leave thofe brutes, thofe clownifh and thick-beaded
feblows I” he exclaims in his Chapter on Exclufions; but,
though he excluded thefe thick-headed fellows, Weifs
haupt was aware that there exifted a good fort of be-
ings which fome might cal] ftupid, but who are not to
be told fo, as advantage may be taken of their ftupidi.

ty. Such were, for example, a Baron D’Ert, and many-

others, who holding a certain rank in the world, though
deftitute of common fenfe, have at leaft their riches to
tecommend them. ¢ Thefe are a good fort of beings,”
fays our illuminizing legiflator ; « they are neceffary be-
“’ings. They augment our number and fill our coffers,
“ augent numerum et erarium. Courage then! and
“ make thefe gentry fwallow the bait ; but beware of
¢« communicating to them our fecrets; For this fpecies
“ of adept muft always be perfuaded that the degree they
“ are in is the bigheft.”+ -
Indeed, there is a fort of hall" exclufion for princes.
The Code ordains that they fhall feldom be admitted,
and cven when they are, (hall fcarcely ever rife beyond

the degree of Scotch Knight ; or, in other words, they °

are never to pafs the threfhold of the myfteries. Here-
after we fhall fee the Legiflator finding an expedient
for introducing them beyond that degree, but ftill
~without giving them any further 'mﬁght into the myfs
-teries ;1 and being ¥articularly careful to hide from
them certain Laws of the Order.§

I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, whether a fimilar
expedient had been found as an exception to the gene-
tal rule which excluded women; but it is certain, that
this law was, during a long time at leaft, only provi-
fional ; and many of the brethren fought to revoke it.

;_ Inftru@io pro Recipientibus, page 94, and Weifhaupt’s Lettersy
paffim.,

$ Original Writings. See the firlt Letters to Ajax and Catov

} See Degree of Regent, page 154, Letter N.

§ Se¢ InbryQions for the Pyovincial, No. 16:
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Freemafonry had its femsle adepts, and the Illuminees
Plan for the- wifhed to have theirs. The plan is written in Zwack’s
admiffion of own hand-writing, and he was the moft intimate friend

el and confidant of Weifhaupt, in thort, his incomparable
.man. It is couched in the following terms:

« Plan for an Order of IV omen.---This Order fhall be
dubdivided into two claflts, each forming a feparate fo-
ciety, and having a different fecret.  The firft thall be
:compofed of virtuous women ; the fecond, of the wild,
the giddy, and the veluptuous, aufchveifenden.

« Both clafles are to be ignorant that they are under
the direction of men. The two fuperiors are to be
perfuaded that they are vnder a mother Lodge of the
fame fex, which tranfinits its orders ; though in reality
'thefe orders are to be tranfmitted by men.

“ The Brethren who are intrufted with this fuperin-
‘tendance fhall forward their inftructions without mak-
-ing themfelves known. They fhall conduét the firft,
-by prometing the reading of good books, but fhall
form the latter to the arts of fecretly gratifying their
paffions, durch begnugung ihrer leidenfchaften im ver-
borgenen.”

A preliminary difcourfe prefixed to this plan points
wout the object and future fervices of thefe illuminized
filters. ¢ The advantages which the real order would
.reap from this female order would be, firft, the mope

. which the fifterhood would pay at their initiation ; and,
econdly, a heavy tax upon their curiofity, under the
Juppofition of fecrets that are to be learned. And this
-affociation might moreover ferve to gratify thofe brethren
who bad a turn for fenfual pleafire”*
¢« A lift and defcription of eighty-five young ladies of
-Manheim accompanied this proje@ of Zwack, very
tproperly furnamed the Cato of Illuminifm ; from among
‘whom, in all probability, the founders of thefe two
uclaffes were to be chofen. Circumftances not having
-favoured our modern Cato’s views, we obferve feveral
‘other adepts propofing fimilar plans. An affeffor of
-the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlaar of the name of
. Diftfurt, known among the Illaminees by that of Mi-
nos, and who rofe to the degree of Regent, and to the
dignity of Provincial, {feemed to difpute the honor of
this invention, both with Brother Hercules and even

* Original Writings, Vol. L..Se&. V.
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with Cato himfelf : We muft allow, at leaft, that no-
body was more anxious for the execution of the proje&t
than he was.- He had already fubmitted his ideas to
the Baron Knigge, and he applies anew to Weifhaupt.

He even defpairs of ever bringing men to the grand.

- objeét of the order without the fupport of female
adepts. Indeed, fo ardent is his zeal, that he makes
an offer of his own wife and his four daughters-in-law
‘to be the firft adepts. The eldeft was exactly the per:
fon for the philofophized fifterhood ; fhe was four-and-
twenty years of age, and with refpect to religion her
$deas were far above thofé of ber fex ; they were model-
led on her father’s.  He had attained to the degrees of
Regent and Prince of the Illuminees, and fhe would
have been Regent and Princefs. In the higher myfte:
ries, together with Ptolemy’s wife, we fhould have
feen the one correfponding with her father, ‘the other
with her hufband. Thefe illuminized Princeffes would
be the only two perfons of the order who.fhould know
that they were all under the direction of men.
They would prefide over the trials and receptions of
Minervalsy, and would initiate thofe whom they judged
worthy into the grand proje&s of the fifterhood for the
reform of governments and the happinefs of mankind.®

But, notwithftanding all the plans-and zeal of the
Brethren, it does not appear that the legiflator ever
confented to the eftablithment of the fifterhood. Yet
he fupplied the want of fuch an inftitution by fecret
inftruétions which he gave the Regents on the means
of making the influence of women over men’fubfervi.
ent to the order without initiating them in any of the
fecrets. He fays, that the fair fex havin% the greateft
part of the world at their difpofition, no ffudy was more
“ worthy of the adept than the art of flattery in order
“ to gain them; that they were all more or lefs led
“ by vanity, curiofity, the pleafures or the love of no-
« velty ; that it was on that fide they were to be at-
“ tacked, and by that they were to be rendered fer-
“ viceable to the order.”+ He neverthelefs continued
to exclude great talkers and women from all the de-

* Original Writings, Vol. L. let. of Minos, p. 169. ' :
.} Sge the New Works of Spartacus and Philo, and Infiru&ions for
the d¥gree of Regent, No. 6.

+ Vol. IIL
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grees, nor was the fixth article of his inftrudtions for
the Infinuator refcinded. . .

Notwithftanding all thefe exclhions, the legiflator
leaves a fufficient {cope wherein the Infinuator may ex-
ercife his zeal. He recommends generally young nven
of. all ftations from eighteen to thirty ; but more par-
ticularly thofe whofe educations were not completed,
cither becaufe he thought they would more eafily im-
bibe his principles, or would be more grateful and

_ more zealous for dotrines for which they were indebt.

ed folely to him.¢

But this preference is not an exclufion for men of a
certain age, provided they are not paft feryice, and
are already imbued with the principles of Iluminifm.}
This, however, chiefly regards thofe perfons whofe rank
in life can give confequence and afford protection to the
order. The Recruiters are particularly inftruéted to
infinuate themfelves into the good opinion of fuch per-
fons, and if poffiblerto entice them into the order.

There is yet another fpecies of men, who have fpeech
as it were at command ; fuch as attornies, counfellors,
and even phyficians. ¢ Thofe are worth having,” fays
Weifthaupt ; « but they are fometimes real devils, fo
“ difficult are they to be led ; they however are worth
“ having when they can be gained over.”*

The Infinuator is alfo to admit artifts, mechanics of
all profeffions, painters, engravers, white-fmiths and
black-fmiths ; but above all bookfellers, thofe who keep
poft-horfes, and fchool-mafters. -Hereafter the reader
will fee the ufe for which thefe men were intended.§

To yet another clafs of men our legiflator often calls
the attention of the Infinuator : « Seck me out, for
“ example,” fays Weithaupt, « the dexterous and dafh.
“ ing youths. We muft have adepts who are infinua-
“ ting, intriguing, full of refource, bold and enterprifing ;
“ they mufl alfo be flexible and traflable, obedient, doctlé,
¢ and fociable. Seek out alfo thofe who are diftin-
« guifhed by their power, nobility, riches, or learning,
« nobiles, potentes, divites, doctos, quaerite--—Spare

1 Orig. Writ. Inftrutiones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, No. 4; and
Page 55, No. 18.

$ Ibid. Vol. H. Part the 2d, Se&ion and degree of Regent.

* Orig. Writ. Vol. L Let. to Ajax.

§ See Inftructions for the Infinuator, No, 4.~Weifhaupt’s Lgtms
paflim——and the degree of Regent, . T a

¥ 1
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4 no. pains, fpare nothing: in. the acquifition of fuch
%3adepts. If heaven refule its aidance, conjure hell,
« Flectere fi mequeas fuperos, Acberonta moveto.”* :

. With refpe to religions, he prefers the difciples.of
Luther and Calvin to the Rgman Catholics, and greatly.
E;'cfers the former to the latter. This diftinction

ould. alone fuffice to. open the eyes of many who wilh
to perfuade themfelves that the whole of the revolution~
ary fury is aimed at the Roman Catholic religion.
This movley crew certainly did the Catholics the ho-
nour of direting their fhafts more pointedly at them,
as ftrenuous opponerts of their impicety and of their re-
ligious and civil anarchy; but it was to preferve the
Proteftant religion that Weithaupt gives them fuch a
preference, in hopes of making them fubfervient to his
plots? That he did give fuch a preference cannot be
doubted, when we fee him exprefly writing to an
adept whom he had commiffioned to look out for a
perfon proper to. be received into the higher mylteries
and to found a new calony of Illuminees,~were this
man a Proteftant 1 fhould like bimn much better.-Ware
es ein Proteftant, fo ware es mir um [o licber.t Weif-
haupt’s maft famous. adept conftantly manifefts the
fame predile@tion ; he even wifhes to retrench certain
parts of the myfteries that he may not alarm the Caa
tholics,, and feems always to hint at Frederic the IId’s
faying, Ve Proteftants go on brifker.t Moft certainly
this proves beyond a poffibility of doubt, that the de-
{truétion of all,Pro;;Kant laws, -whether civil or reli-
gious, had place in_their plans. Nor were the Pro-
teltants of Germany the dupes of fuch a policy, as
many of the moft determined antagonifts of Lluminifm
were of that religion. L

Further, he wilhes to entice men into his order wha
bave fixed refidences in towns, {uch as merchants and
cannons, who might afliduoufly propagate bis. doftrines,
and eftablifh them in their neighbourhoods.§

The Recruiter muft ufe every art (for an obvious
reafon) to engage fchoolmafters, and to. inlinuate his

% Ibid. Let. 3d-to Ajax.* R '

t Orig. Writ. Vol. 1. Let. to Tiberius, p. 223. ve

} See Vol. L. page 33.
§ loftructions for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. Vol, I Part II, Na.

3 page 26. .
Y . IIIA ..F 2 »

&r



.

" THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY,

do@rines into, and gain adepts in the military academies,
and other places of education; he is even to attempt the
fedu@ion of the fuperiors of ecclefiaftical feminaries.t

“ He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince’s offi-
¢ cers, whether prefiding over provinces, or attending
“ him in his councils. He that has fucceeded in this
¢ has done nrore,” fays the code, « than if be bad engaged
<« the Prince bimfelf.* In fine, the Provincial, or the
« chief Infinuator, is fo recruit every thing that can be
¢ tainted with Illuminifin, or can be ferviceable to its
€ caufe.”+ ,

" The following extraordinary inftrutions are alfo
* given by Weithaupt refpecting the choice of adepts:
“ Above all things (he fays to his Infinuators) pay atten-
“ tion to the figure, and felect the well-made men and
¢ handfome young fellows. They are generally of enga-
“ ging manners and nice feelings. When properly form-
“ed, they are the beft adapted for negociations; for firft
« appearances prepoflefs in their favour. It is true, they
“ have not the depth that men of more gloomy coun:
¢ tenances often have, 'They are not the perfons to be
“ entrufted with a revolt, or the care of fHrring up the
 pevple ; but it is for that very reafvn that we muft
“ know how to choofe our agents. ' I am particularly
¢ fond of thofe men whofe very foul is painted in their
# eyes, whofe forcheads are high, and'whofe counte.
“ nances are open.  Above all, examine well the eyes
¢ for they are the very mirrors of the heart and foul,
« Obferve the look, the gait, the voice. Every exter.
“ nal appearance leads us to diftinguifh thofe who are
¢ fit for our fchool.§ ST ' '
* <« Sele& thofe in particular who have met with misfor-
“ tunes, not from accidents, but by fome aof injuftice ;
« that is to fay, in other words, the prsconTenTED ; for
€ fuch are the men to be called into the bofom of Illumin:
 ifm, as into their proper afylum.’q '

Let not the reader already exclaim, How deep are
the views of this illuminizing Sophifter! How has he
forefeen every point ! \With what difcernment does he
lay his fnares to entrap thofe who are to'be the future

$ Ibid. Nos. 11 and 13. )

* Ibid. No. 15. + Ibid. No. 18. - .
§ Let. 11th to Marius and Cato.

§ Inftrudion for the Local Superiors, letter II,
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agents of his plots! The reader has as ygt feen mérely
a {chedule of thofe perfons who may be admitted -or
rejected ; but that does not fufficiently fecure the order
with refpe@t to the elections which the Infinuator may
have madé. Before he undertakes the initiation of any
perfon whom he may have thought proper, he is to make
a ftatement from his diary of every thing that he may
have obferved with refpect to his morals, opinions, con-
dud, and even of his conneétions in life. He is to fub-
mit this {tatement to his fuperiors, who will compare it
with the notes they are already in pofieflion of, or may
acquire from other adepts, refpeéting the candidate, or
even with a new ftatement, in cafe they judge the laft
to be infufficient. Even when the choice made by the
Infinuator is approved of, all is not fettled ; the fuperi-
ors have to determine which of the Infinuators is to be
entrufted with the care of enticing the approved perfon
into the order: for all this is forefeen in the code. It
is not allowed to all the brethren to exercife promifcu-
oufly fo important a truft among the prophane, though
they may have pointed‘out the perfon proper for recep-
tion. ‘The young adept is-not to meafiire his {trength
with the man-whe has the advantage over him in years
and experience, nor is the tradefinan to undertake the
magiftrate.  The fuperior is to name the moft proper
Infinuator, judging from the circumftances, age, merits,
dignities, or talents of the future candidate.* At length;
when the miffion: is. given, the Infinvator begins to lay
his fnares.---Such is the fecond part of this extraordina-
ry fun&ionary, and alt his fubfequent fteps are regulated
by the code. e o : : .-

Candidate, 'in the.oidinary acceptation of the word;
means a perfon who has (hown a defire or taken fome
fteps to enter info fome order, or to acquire fome dig-
pity. In Illuminifin it means the perfon on whom the
order has fixéd its attention. It often happens that the
candidate is ignoraht of the very exiftence of the fect.
It is the Infinuator’s bufinefs to infpire him, with the
wifh of enteringit. To accomplifh this grand object,
two different methods are inculcated. The firft is, for
the Infinuator who has fome candidate in view remark-
able for his fcience, or of a certain age. The fecond,

* Inftru®iones pro Recipientibus. Orig. Writ. Vol L Nos. 2 and 7
Pagc 54 .

Part 11,
How to en-
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‘for him who is entrufted with yourle men from eigh-
teen to thirty, and who are fufceptible of a fecond: edu-
cation. A third method was propofed for workmen,
and thofe clownith fellows whofe education had been
bat little attended to. We may obferve Weifhaupt
confulting with his confidant Zwack on this part of the
code ; but whether it was never digefted, or that he
faw the Infinuators could eafily fupply the defect, no
further mention is made of the third method. Let us
then examine the effence of the firft two.

To exemplify the firft method, let us fuppofe one of
thofe men who have gone through a complete courfe
of modern Philofophifin, who, fhould they not fcoft at
Chriftianity, would at leaft hefitate at every thing which
is called religion ; for the code forewarns the Infinua:
tor, that his efforts would be vain thould he attempt to
feduce Philofophers of another ftamp, men of {found
Judgment, and who would never be partizans of doc-
trines which could not endure the light of broad day.
But when he fhall have difcovered one of the former
who has already pretty well imbibed the principles of
the fe@, he will affume the chara&er of a Philofophen
well verfed in the myfteries of antiquity. He will have
little difficulty in a&ing fuch a part, as he will find
" ample inftruétions in the code. To follow thofe in-
ftruGions faithfully, he muft begin “ by defcanting on
¢ the fupreme felicity of being verfed. in fciences which
“ few can,approach, of walking in the paths of light
“ while the vulgar are groping in darknefs. . He muft
¢ remark, that there exift doctrines folely tranfinitted
¢ by fecret traditions, becaufe they are above the
« comprehenfion of common minds. In proof of his
« affertions he will cite the Gymnofophifts in the Indies,
« the Priefts of Ifis m Egypt, and thofe of Eleufis and
¢ the Pythagorean fchool in Greece.” He will fele®
certain fentences from Cicero, Seneca, -Ariftides, and
Hocrates ; and, left he fhould ever be taken unawares,
he will learn thofe by heart which the legiflator has
carefully inferted in the code. Though it would be
very eafy to demonftrate from thofe very authors, that
the ancient myfteries laid down no ﬁxeiz principles on
the important points of the Providence of God, and of
the origin and order of the univerfe, the Infinuator is

sieverthelefs to quote thofe texts to prove that there .
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exifts a fecret do&trine on thefe objes, and above all a
do@trine calculated to render life more agreeable, and
pain more fupportable ; and to enlarge our ideas on the
majefly of God. “ Let him add, that all the fages of
antiquity were acquainted with thefe doétrines; let
him mfift on the uncertainty that man is in with refpe@®

80 the nature of the foul, its immortality, and its future

deftiny. He will then found his candidate, to know
whether he would not rejoice at having fome fatisfac

tory anfwers on objeds of fuch great importance. At-

the fame time he will hint that he has had the happinefs
of being initiated into thefe do@rines, and .that, thould
the candidate wifh it, he would do his beft to procure
him the fame felicity ; but that it was a {cience gradu-
ally imparted, and that certain men pofleflfed the talent
of guiding him from a diftance, of leading him to the
difcovery of this new world, and that without being
ever in his prefence*

When the Infinuator has by fuch language fucceeded
in exciting the curiofity of his candidate, he muft then
afcertain his opinions on fome particular articles. He
will propofe the difcuffion of certain queftions in writ-
ing, and of certain principles, as the groundwork on
which they are in future to proceed. The code does
not determine what thefe queftions are to be, becaufe
they vary according to the political and religious difpo
fitions which the Infinuator may have obferved in the
candidate. Should thefe differtations no way agree
with the principles of the f£&, the Infinuator will a%an-
don his prey. Should the fophifticated candidate, or
the man of importance, be found properly difpofed, he
will be adnitted to the very threfhold of the myfte.
ries. ‘The Infinuator will {imply explain the inferior
degrees to him, and mention the divers trials which the
order has difpenfed with in confideration of his merit.4

Notwithftanding the artifice obfervable in this me-
thod, it is ftill referved for thofe who need only to be
acquainted with- Illuminifm to adopt its tenets. But
fhould the Infinyator be entrufted with a young candi.
date or with one whofe principles no way coincide with
thofe of the fe@, and who is yet to be formed; it is then

that Weifhaupt developes that immenfe theory of ast

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Part L Se&. I.
1 Origina.l Writings, Vol 11, Part I 5¢&. L
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and -cunnring by which he is infenfibly to.enfhare his
vidtims. “ Let your firft care,” he fays to the infinuas
tors, « be to gain the affe@ion, the confidence, and the
¢ cftcem of thofe perfons whom you-are to entice into
¢ the order---let your whole condué be fuch, that they
¢ fhall furmife fomething more in you than you with
¢ to fhow-=hint that you belong to fome fecret and
¢« powerful fociety--excite little by little, and not at
“ once, a wiflr in your candidate to belong to a fimilar
¢ fociety---Certain arguments and certain books which

'« the infinuator muft have, will greatly contribute to

« raife fuch a wifth; fuch are, for example, thofe which
“ treat of the union and ftrength of affociations.”
The Legiflator then carefully adds a lift of thofe books,
and the order charges itfelf with the care of furnifhing
& certain number of them to the adepts. The works
of Meiners, and particularly of Baffadows, are frequent.
:y rccommcndccr by Weifhaupt, as the beft fitted to in.
fpire their readers with the love and principles of fecret
ocieties. But nothing can equal the art with which he
himfelf has drawn up the reafons, by the help of which
the Infinuator is to perfuade his young candidate of the
pretended neceffity for thefe myfterious-affociations.

“ One reprefents, for example,” fays the code, 2
¢ child in‘ the cradle ; one fpeaks of its cries, its tears,
¢« jts weaknefs—--One remarks how this child, abandon«
“ ed to itfelf, is entirely helplefs; but that, by the help
« of others it acquires ftrength-~One fhows how the
« greatnefs of Princes is derived from the union of their
“ {ubje@s---One exalts the advantages of the ftate of
« fociety over the ftate of nature-~Then one touches
“ on the art of knowing and direfting mankind---How
« eafily, you will fay, could one man of parts lead
¢« hundreds, even thoufands, if he but knew his own
 advantages. This is evidently proved by the organi-
¢ zation of armies, and the amazing power which
« princes derive from the union of their fubjedts.”

After having defcanted on the advantages of fociety
in general, touch upon the defecls of civil fociety, and fay
bow little relief is to be obtained evew from one’s beft
Jriends ---and bow. very neceffary it would be to fupport
each other in thefe days. Add, that men woudd triumph
even over heaven were they bus united—--That it is their
difunion which fubjects thens to the yoke.---This is to be
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explained by the fable of the wolf and the two doés;
the latter of whom could only be vanquifhed by the
former after he had parted them ; and by many other
examples of the fame kind which the Infinuator will
collet.* ) .

As a proof of swhat great and important things fecret
focieties can effetuate, he will adduce the examples of
the Freemafons, of the myfterious focieties of antiqui.
ty, and even of the Jefuits. He will affert, that all the
great events of this world are dependent on hidden
caufes, which thefe fecret focieties powerfully influence s
be will awake in the breaft of bis pupil the defire of fecrets
Y reigning, of preparing in his clofet a new conflitution
for the world, and of governing thofé who think they gos
vern us.t ' )

“ When you fhall have got thus far,” fays the code;
“ begin to thow (as it were unguardedly) that you are
not entirely ignorant of thole fecrets ; throw out fome
half fentences which may denote it. Should your can«
didate take the hint, prefs him, and return to the
charge, until you fee him betray fymptoms of a defire
inftantaneoufly to unite with fuch a fociety. _

« The Infinuator, however, who has thus far fucs
ceeded in infpiring his-pupil with fuch a with, has not
played off every engine with which the code basfurnifhed
him. To found the very bottom of his mind, he will
pretend to confult him as if he had been entrufted with
certain fecrets, he will make ohjections on the fecrecy

of thefe focieties ; but fhould they make too much ima .

preflion he will refolve them himfelf. At other times,

to {timulate the curjofity of his pupil, he will hold a.
letter in his hand written in a cypher, or he will leave

it haif -open on his table, giving his candidate fufficient
tigie to obferve the cypher, and then fhut it up with all
the air of a man who has important correfpondences to
keep fecret. At other times ftudying the conneétions
and a&ions of his pupil, he will tell him of certain cir-
cumftances which the young man will think he has

* Extra& of the Inftru@ions for the Brethren charged to enroll and
recieve the candidates—Original Writings, Vol. 1. Sed}. IX. a}nd p. 4 | PN
Alfo in the degree of lluminatus Major, inftrutions on the fame obje&,
Dotument A. ’

. % OriginalyWritings, ibid. No. 11 and 13~=Illuminatus Major, Docu=~
ment A, and Letters K. L.

Vol. IIL G
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learned by means of thefe fecret focieties, from whom
nothing is hidden, though zhcy are concealed from all
the reft of the world”* -
* Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, according
as the friendfhip or communicative difpofition of the
tandidate thall have laid him more open; but on the
other hand, thould they not fuffice, the Infinuator is not
on that account to abandon his purpofe ; let him try to
accomplifh by others what he has failed in himfelf.---
Let him examine his own conduét, and fee #f he has not
neglected fome one or more of the rules prefcribed in
the code ; let him redouble his attention and his come
plaifance. Should it be neceffary to humble himfelf in
order to command, let not the Infinvator forget the
formal-precept of his legiflator, ¢ Learn alfo to a& the
“ valct?n order to become mafter.” Auch zu weilen
den knecht gemacht, um dereinft hérr zu werden.t
After fuch a long feries of condefcenfions and difcufs
fionsthe candidate atlength muft pronounce. If he fubmit
toall thefe infinuations, he is admitted among the novices
of the order; but fhould he perfift in his refufal, let
him learn the fate which awaits him from thofe wheo

The fate of Nave experienced it. “ Unbappy, b/i;prcmely wretched is

candidates.

“ the youth whom the Illuminees bave fought in vain to
“entice into their fé¢l. Should he even efcape their
“ fnares, do not let him flatter himfelf with being proof
“ againft their hatred; and let him take care. The
¢ Vengeance 0f SECRET SOCIETIES is 70¢ 4 COMMON Vens
“« geance ; it is the hidden fire of wrath. It is irvecons
$ cilable, and [carcely ever does it ceafe the purfuit of its
“ viclims until it bas feen them immolated.”’t Such at
leaft is the account which hiftory gives us of thofe who
bave been guarded enough to withftand the infinua-
tions of the fe@, and particularly of thefe who, after
baving gone the firft fteps with the Infinuator, have
refufed to proceed any farther with him.

I could cite divers examples; though I once thought
that I had met. with one of a quite oppofite nature, in
the perfon of Camille de Fourdan, the fame deputy who
was to have been involved in the fentence of tranf-
portation againft Barthelemy and Pichegru after the
' * Original Writings, ibid. No. 17 to 22.

4 Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax.
{ Important Advice, &c. by Hoffman, Preface to Vol. It

~—
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revolution of tf’4th of September, but who luckily
efeaped from the grafp of the triumvirate. I heard
him fpeaking: in the higheft terms, of ‘one of thefe In:.
finuators who had-for a long time endeavoured to e
tice him into the order. He was much aftonifhed at
hearing me fpeak of thefé men as confummate in ali
the artifices of the moft villanous hypocrify. He main-
tained that his Hlominee was mild, modeft; and mode-
rate ; full of refped for the Gofpel ; in a word; one of
the moft virtuous men he had-ever known. In reply,
F enumerated all the proceedings of the Infinuator, and
the artifices he had played off before he quitted his
prey. To all that Mr. Camille anfwered, “ It is true;;.
“fuch was his behaviour : but it was. his zeal for the
“ {e& which blinded him, and made hiin have recourfe
“to fuch expedients in order to work what he called.
“ my converfioh ; yet, with all that, it was impoffible
“ for any body to.fpeak of virtue and religion in {o
“ imprefﬁvc a manner as he did without being: at leaft
*“ an honeft man.”--% Well,” faid I, # ¥ will venture to
- % affert, that the laft attempt of 'your Infinuator was as
“ follows. He propofed to you to give your thoughts
“in writing on certain queftions; you did fo; your
“ opinions proved: direétly oppofite to. his; he never
“ faw you after, becathe your implacable’ enemy; and
% has never fince ceafed calumntating youn.” « AH
“that again,” anfwered Mr. Camille, « is very true
“nor was it his fault that I did not lofe both friends
% and fortune. Before that affair he ufed to praift-me;:
“ afterwards, however, he, reprefented: me as a moft
“ dangerous man. You cannot conceive what lies he-:
“ invented about me, and I was unfortunate enough to.
“ obferve that they had made impreflion.”---Is it pofli-.
ble to be believed ? Mr. Camille could- not yet be per-.
fuaded but that his Infinuator was.a virtuous man ; fo.
profound are the arts of hypocrify which are to be
imbibed from Weifhaupt’s laws! I was acquainted with-
two bifhops, who had as completely miftaken the cha-.
racters of their Infinuators:as Mr. Camille de Jourdan..
But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I never.
could conceive what this Mr. Stark was whom [ faw
perpetually abuifed by the Illuminees. Nicolai and Mi-
rabeau fpared no pains to render him odious to.the;
Vol. 11 G2 R
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Proteftants in Germany ; they faid he had received the
Catholic orders of priefthood privately,* though every
thing feemed to denote that he was a Protcﬁant. I
took fome pains to inform myfelf who this Mr. Stark
was, and I found him one of the moft learned Proteft-
ant minifters in Germany : that his zeal for his religion
had aquired him the degree of Do&or, and had pre.
ferred him to be Grand Almnoner and Counfellor to the
Landgrave of Hefle Darmftadt; but that in commen
with f{everal other learned men, fuch as Hoffinan aund
Zimmerman, he had had the misfortune of being fought
after by the Illuminees; that he would not hearken to
them ; that the Illuminees bad expreffed a wifh to have
an adept near the perfon of the prince, and that he had
been bold enough to anfwer his Infinuator, « If yos
 feek fupport, I am too litsle and my prince too great to
% protedi you.”—And every candidate who will make
the fame refolute ftand againft the agents of the order’
muft expeét to be repaid with fimilar calumnies. The
law of the order is invariable and precife, particularly
with refpe@ to thofe whofe talents may be obnoxious
to lluminifm. They muft be gained over or ruined in
the public opinion. Such is the text, /o ol man den
Jebrift fleller zu gewinnen fuchen ader, verfhreyen.d
But it is now time to follow the candidate who has
ghown himdelf -more docile. through the various pre-

pasatory degrees.

. % Mirabean Moparq}nc Pruffienne, Vol. V. art. Religion.
1 Inftruétions for the Regent, No. 1. o
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CHAP. IV.

Second Part of the Code of the Illuminees.—Firf} prepa.
ratory Degree, of the Novice andof bis Teacher.

IN the early ftages of Illuminifm the duration of the Lengta
time of trial for the Novice was three years, for of “‘:‘
thofe who were not eighteen years of age ; two years """
for thofe between eighteen and twenty-four ; and one
gcar for thofe who were near thirty.* Circumitances
ave fince occafionally caufed the time to be abridged;
but, whatever may be the difpofitions. of the Novice,
though the time may be difpenfed with, he muft go
' throu%)l‘)3 the different trials, or have got the ftart of
‘them before he is admitted into the other degrees.
During this interval he has no” other fuperior but the
Infinuator to whom he is indebted for-his vocation, and
during the whole time of the novitiate, the Infinuator
is exprefsly forbidden to inforny his pupil of any other
member of the order. Tlhis law  was made to fkreen
the order from the dangers which might refult from
any indifcretion of the Novice, and to render the Infinu<
‘ator alone refponfible in fuch cafes ; for thould the No-
vice unfortunately be an indifcreet talker, the code ex-
prefsly fays his imprudence would at moft betray onlyone ¢
of the brethren.+ The firft leflons of the Infinuator (in tsl::diz :f
future his teacher) treat entirely on the importance and sgﬁgq:'m
the inviolability of the fecrefy which is to be obferved ‘
in Iuminfm. He will begin by teling his Novice, !
“ Silence and fecrecy are the very foul of the order, and -
“you will carefully obferve this filence as well with
¢ thofe whom you may have only reaforr to fuppofe are
“ already initiated, as with thofe whom you may here.
« after know really to belong to the order. You will
“ remember, that it is a conftant principle among us,
“ that ingenuoufuef is only a virtue with refpec? to our
“ fuperiors, but that diffruft and rcferve are the funda-
“mental principles. You will never reveal to any per.
“ fon at prefent or hereafter, the flighteft circumitance
“ relative to your admiffion into the order, the degree
“ you have received, nor the time when admitted ; in

* The Statutes reformed, No. 7. 1 The Statutes reformed, No. 16,

\
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“a word, you will never fpeak of any objet relating
“to the order even before Brethren, without the
« ftrongeft neceflity.””*

Under the reftrictions of this fevere law, one Illumi-
nee will often be a ftranger to another ; and the Noa
vice will fee in this no more than a meafure of fafety
for the order, which might be ruined by the leaft in-
difcretion.t ' o7

More certainly to affure himfelf of the difcretion of
the Novice, the Infinuator will give him no further in-.
fight, nor entruft him with any writing relative to the
order, until he has obtained the following declaration
#1 the underfigned promife upon my honour, and
'« without any refervation, never to reveal either by

| % words, figns or actions, or inany poffible manner, to any

i & perfon whatever, cither relations, allies, or moft inti-

{ ¢ mate friends, any thing that fhall be entrufted to me
¢ cret fociety ; and this whether my reception fhall
“take place or not. I fubje® myfelf the more wil-
“ Jingly to this fecrecy, as my Fntroducer affures me
“ that nothing is ever tranfacled in this fociety hurtful to
“ religion, morals, or the ffate. With refpe to all writ-
“ ings which I may be entrufted with, and letters
“ which I mal)r receive concerning the fame object, I
% engage mylelf ta return them, after having made for-
¢« my fole ufe the neceffary extrats.”’t

Thefe writings or books relative to the order are.
only lent to the Novice at firft in fmall numbers, and:
for a fhort time ; and then he muft promife. to keep
them out of the reach of the profane ; but as he is pro-
moted in rank, he may preferve them for a longer
time, and is entrufted with a larger quantity ; though
not without having informed the order of the precau-
tions he (hall have taken, left in cafe of his death any
of thefe writings fhould fall into profane hands.{f
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood take
many other precautions for fécrecy, not only refpe@ting
the {tatutes, but even with regard to the very exiftencé

* Original Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed, No. 27..

True Hluminifm, General Statutes, No. 31, 32.
+ Summary of the Statutes, No. 15, B.
% Original Writings, and the true Hlum. Art. Reverfe.

Il ‘Inftitutes of the Infinuated, No. 8. Orig. Writ. the real Illuminee,

No_' 7
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of the order. He will fee, for example, in its laws,
that fhould any of the brotherhood fall fick, the other
brethren are affiduoufly to vifit him, in the firflt place
2o fortify him, that is to fay, to hinder him from mak-
ing any declarations at the hour of his death; and, fe-
¢ondly, to carry away whatever writings relative to the
order the fick man may have had in his poffeflion, as
foon as any fymptoms of danger appear.+

He will at length learn, that to fruftrate all attempts
to trace even their very exiftence, the order does not
exift every where unDER THE SAME nams, but that they
are to aflume the name of Jome other order, perhaps
even of a literary fociety, or meet without any name
which can attra® the attention of the public.

The firft writing delivered to the Novice, to accuf-
tom him to profound fecrecy, is what may be called the
Di&ionary of Iltuminifm. He muft begin by learning
the language of the fe&, that is to fay, the art of com-
municating with the fuperiors and other adepts without
the poflibility of being underftood by the profane.
By means of this language, the Illummees are to be
able to correfpond with each other, without rumning
the rifk of its being difcovered of what Brother they
fpeak ; from what place, in what language, at what pe-
riod, and to whom, or by whom the letter is written.

To avoid the difcovery of perfons, the Novice will
Jearn, that no Brother bears the fame name in the

order which he does in the world ; indeed, had he been

initiated in the higher degrees of Mafonry, he would
have feen the fame precaution taken, where the Rofi-
crucians receive what they call their Charalleriftic or
their adoptive name. The Novice will receive the
chara&eriftic immediately on his admiffion, and it will
in fome meafure imply the parts which he is in future
to at in the general confpiracy. It will be his tafle
hereafter to ftudy and write the hiftory of his new pa-
tron ; he will by this method recognize in the qualities
and actions of his hero the particular fervices which the
order will expeé from him.* This name will be cho«
fen as conformably as poffible to the difpofitions ob-
ferved in him. Has he fhown any propenfity to repeat

4 Statutes of the Minerval, No. 12.

* Original Writings, Vol L Inftru&ions for the Infinuated, No: 7,
and Vel. IL Let. 13.
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the impieties of Philofophifin againlt the Gofpel, he
will be cla(fed with the Celfi and Porpbirii, or with the
Tindals and Shafte(burys; thould his turn be toward
the hatred of Kings, or thould his talents be judged
ufcful for the polity of the order, then his chara&cri%lic
will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machiavel tribe. He
will not be told what he is to do to deferve his name,
but they will contrive that it fhall occur to him. Nei-
ther will he be told why Weifhaupt affumed the name
of Spartacus (a name fo famous in Rome becaufe he
waged the war of the flaves againft their mafters); but
fhould he ever be admitted to the higher myfteries, he
will eafily recognize the reafon.t

The place from whence they write, as well as the
perfons of whom or to whom they write, is in like
manner to be kept fecret ; a new Geography is there-
fore taught the Novice. He will thence learn, that
Bavaria, the country of their founder, is denominated
Achaia ; Swabia, Pannonia 3 Franconia, Auftria, and
Tyrol are denoted by [lyria, Egypt, and Peloponnefus 3
Munich is called Athens ; Bamberg, Antioch ; Infpruck,
Samos ; Vienna in Auftria, Rome; Wurtzburg, Car-
thage ; Frankfort on the Mein becomes Thebes ; and
Heidelberg Utica. Ingolftadt, the natal {oil of the or-
der, was not fufﬁcientfy denoted by Epbefus ; this pri-
vileged town was to be decorated with a more myfe -
terious nane, and the profound adepts beftowed on it
that of Eleufis.

Should the Novice ever be fent on a miffion out of
his own country, or te diftant fhores, he will then receive
farther inftructions in the Geography of the fet.*

He muft alfo learn how to date his letters, and be
converfant with the Illuininized Hegira or Calendar 3
for all letters which he will receive in future will be |
dated according to the Perfian era, called Fezdegert
and beginning A. D. 630. The year begins with the
IHuminees on the firt of Pharavaerdin, which anfwers
to the 21t of March. Their firt month has no lefs
than forty-one days; the following months, inftead of
being called May, June, July, Auguft, September, and
O&ober, are Adarpabafcht, Chardad, Thirmeb, Merded-
mebh, Shabarimeb, Mecharmeb: November and Decem-

+ Original Writings Vol. 1. Sec. 4.
* Original Writings, Se&. 2 and 3.
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ber are Abenmeh, Adamsh: January and February, Di.
meh, and Benmeb: The month of March only has
twenty days, and is called Afpbandar.* . .

The Novice mufk next learn how to decypher the
letters he may receive 3 in order to which, he muft
make himfelf mafter of that cypher, which is to ferve
him until initiated into the higher degrces, when he
will be entrufted with the bieroglyphics of the Order.4

He will alfo remember, that he is never to write the
name of his order; fo venerable a word cannot be
expofed to prophane eyes, aid a circle ® with a point
in the middle of it will fupply this facred word, and a
long fquare or parellelogram 3 will denote the word

Lodge. - . . :
A%ter'thcfe preliminalﬁudics, the youmg brother
receives a part of ‘the cede, punder the title of Staruzes
of the Héuminees. - But thefe firft ftatutes are nothing
more than a fnare, and the young Novice, with plea.
fure no doubt, fees them begin with the following
words : ' i

“ For the tranquillity and fecusity of all the Bre-
# thren, whether Novices or aftive Members of the
“ Society, and to- prevent 4ll ill.grounded fufpicions,
« or difagreeable doubts, th¢ venerable order declares,
¢ that it abfolutely has in view no project, enterprize,
“ or undertaking hurtful to z;e Jate, to religion, or to
« good morals ; and that it favours nothing of that na-
“ ture in any of its membery. Its defigns, all its toils,
¢ folely tend to infpire men with a zeal for the perfec-
¢« tion of their moral charafters, to impregnate them
¢ with humane and fociable fentiments, to countera&
¢ the plans-of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled and
¢ f{uffering virtue, to favour the advancement of men
¢ of merit, and to render thofe fciénces univerfal which

* See the real lllumineg firft degree. * )

4 The common cypher-of-the Iluminees confift in .sumbers corref-
ponding to letters in the following order :

12. 1. 100 9. 8 7. 6. s. 4 3 2 IL

a b ¢ d e £ g h i k L m
13. 14. 15. 16. ®¥7. 18. 19. 20. 2%. 22. 23 24
n o p. ¢ r & t W W X Y 'Z

The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and are copied
from thofe publithed at the end of the dl:%ree of Scotch Knight or
Dire&ini Illuminee, There is a third cypher, but that has never beeu
publithe ,

Vol. 1IL H
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# are as yet hidden from the gcncrality of men. Such
“ is not the coloured pretext, but the real obje of the
“ order”’* i
Even fhould the Novice not have entirely laid afide
all his fufpicions refpecting the intentions of the order,.
ftill fo pofitive a declaration he muft think would gua~
>~ rantee him as to all obligations which might be impofed
upon him. His grand aim is to be, to form bhis heart;
in fuch a manner as to gain not only the affe&tion of
his friends but even of his enemies. He is pofitively
ordered to endecavour with all his might to acquire both
interior and exterior perfcclion. It 1s true that he is
foon after as pofitively ordered to fudy the arts of dify
Simudating and difguife ; but then the Brother Infinvator
is at his elbow, to explain to him how that art coin-
cides with true perfection, and thus fupprefs any fuf:
picions which might arife from a comparifon of thefe
two injun@ions. Befides, the Novice has many other
duties to fulfil, which will deprive him of opportunity
for fuch refletions. ' . .
v He is next told, that the Brethren muft have but one
Study the mind, one will, and fimilar fentiments ; that, to effe@®-
morality of yate this, the order has made choice of certain works; .
the Order. d . .
to which-he muft apply with the greateft attention.
Should the Novice be one of thofe men whom an ats
tachment to the Gofpel rendered more circumfpeét as
to the fares laid for his belief, the very choice of the
books would fuffice to fhew him, that the firft obje&
of the Infinuator was to perfuade him, that it is not
even neceflary to be a Chriftian to acquire the perfec:
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. The Morality he is taught
is that of Epictctus, Seneca, Antoninus, and Plutarch, all
foreign to Chriftianity. He will alfo receive the works
of modern Sophifters, fuch as Wieland, Meiners, and
Baffudows, who by no means make perfection to confift
in Chriftianity. Under the foothing and mellifluous
language of a moderate and fpecious Philofophy, he
will be led to lubricity and impiety, traced by the
- fophifticated pen of Helvetius in his celebrated work
de L’Efprit.t  But the Infinuator muft previonfly have_

;’Is‘he True Illuminee, General Statutes—Original Writings, Vol I,

- t Sec the lift of thefe works in the Original Writings in the Statuteg.-
geformed, Mo, 25.
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{ufficiently ftudied the difpofitions of his pupil to know

whether fucli propofitions would ‘any lenger {tartle

him. Befides, nothing is better calculated to diffipate

all fuch fears, than the conftant application that is re-

quired to thofe books which are put into the hands of

the Novice, added to the care taken to deprive him of

all fuch as might infpire him with contrary ideas. The

Teacher is cazefully to attend to all the rules laid down

in the code on this fubje&, and to fee that his Novices

fulfil the intentions of the otder.in this rcfpe@®. He

is frequently to converfe with them; he is to mark .

out their occupations for them ; he is even to make

them unespedted -vifits to furprife’ them, and thus te

fee ip what manner they apply to the code and other
writings with which the order has entrufted them. He

is to require an account of what they have .read, and

extradts from the different works ; he will affift them

by his explanations.; in {hort, nothing is to be negle®-

ed which can fecure their progrefs in the fpirit and

morals of the order* - . -~ . - o

' An obje& of far greater importance next artradts the v
:attention of the Novice ; it is that which the code calls Study the’
the: greatefp of all’; it is, ‘the knowl:dge of men. The Kponicdee
‘teacher will reprefent this to his pupil us the moft inta

zéfting of all fiicnces.t  'Fo make himfelf mafter of this

fcience, the Novice receives the model of a journal in . N
the form’ of 'tablets,:and his teachier fhows him how

they are to be ufed: -Provided- with-this journal, he is

‘to make his obfervations on- every body. he finds himfe) -

in company with-; he is to trace: their charaers, and

acconnt to. himfelf for every thing he bas feen or heard.
Left: his. memory fhould fait him, hé'muft. always be
provided.with a.loofe paper or finall itablets, on which

he may at all hours note his obfervations, which. he is
afterwards .cafefally to digéft i 'hig journal. To be @ -
tertain of the Novice’s attention o this-point, the Bree - - - -
ther teacher' will examine his tablets: and -his journal

from time to time. To render him wmoret.expert in the

art of drawing the chara&ers of the living, he will ex-

crcife the Novices on ancient authiors, and on the her

* Sece Inftru&iones pro Infinuantibus et Recipientibus. .
N-}‘ The true Ilumigee. Inftrudtions on the Art of forming Pupils,
No. 1z, S .
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voes of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftem is fo frequently
recommended as this in all the code of Iluminiim. #
is to be the grand ftudy of the Novice, and the prime
occupation of every degree.*

It is by his affiduity in this grear art that the Novice
avill learn how to diftinguith thofe whom he.may here-
after judge proper to be admitted into or rejected from
ahe order; and it is with that-veiw that.the Preceptar
perpetually prefies him 2o propofe thofe whom be may
hink fit for the order.t By this means a double objed
s attained ; firlt; the propagation of the order; and,
fecondly, a knowledge of its friends or enemies; the
dangers it may be threatened with; and the means to
‘be adopted, or the pecfons to be. gained or courted, to
avert the impending ftorm ; in fine, of extending: its
conquefts. - Whether the Illuminee be a. Novice, or in
any other degree, he is bonnd by the laws of the order
to make his report in the prefersbed forms at leaft once
a month.t . : Coar L

The Bonds  While the Novice is perpetually making refearches

of the No- -of this nature, he is not aware that he isas carefully

Vi watched by his ‘Infinuator, who: on his fide notes aml

’ writes down every thing that he obférves. ¢ither as to

the failings or the progrefs, the ftrong or weak fide of

‘his pupil, and thefe he as regularly tranfinits to ‘the

Auperiors.§ A .

- The pupil litle fufpeéts that the grand ebje& of his

Anfinuator is; za. birtd bim. in fuch a manncr. to Hlumi

nifm, eveni long before be is acquatnted with any of éty

Yecrets, that it fhall be impofhiblé fot him to break

thofe ‘bonds. which _fear and terrar fhall bave impefed

apon him,. fhauld he evdr with to fhrink. from.:.the

horrid plots ‘and  {fyftems ‘which he 'might. thereafter

+ difcover. R A I R RN

His blind - This profound palicy of hinding the Novices to Tihs-

obedience. minifin confifts; firlt, -in giving them'. a- magnificent

idea of the grandeur of the projefts of the Se&, andy

{econdly, in a.vow of blind obedience.to the fuperiors in

" #* See Ibid. No. 1 3'.—0rig'ir§al Writin'gs,‘t'he Statutes reformed, No.

; 10, 13, 14.~Mftruétio pro Infinuantibus, No. 3: pro Retipicntibus,

No. 16, &c. &c. )

4 Inftru@iones pro Recipientibus, No. 13.

» } Inftrudions for the Infinuated, No. 5. C. and Origitial Writings, &c.

§ Inftrutions for the Infinvator, No. 3 and 4—The real lluminec,
Infiructions on the art of forming the Brethren, No. 1, 2
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‘every thing which they judge conducive to the ends of
the Order,’ which vow the Infinuator is to find means
of extorting from his pupil. : :
It is here particularly that Weifhaupt appears tb
wifh to affimilate the government of his feét to that
of the religious orders, and efpecially to that of the
Jefuits, by a total factifice of their own will and judg
ment, which he exa@s of the adepts ; and to the exer
cifing of the Novices in this point, he exprefsly adverts
in his inftructions to the Infinvators.* But this is pre-
cifely the place to remark on the amazing difference
between the illuminized and the religious obedience.
Of that imimenfe number of religious:who follow the
nftitutes of St. Bafil, St. Benedi&@, St. Dominic, or St.
Francis, there is not one who is not thoroughly con-
vinced that there exifts 4 voice far more 1mperioms
than that of his fuperior, fe voice of his confcience, of
the gofpel, and of his God. There is not one of them
who, fhould his fuperior command any thing 'tohtrag
to the duties of 2’ Chritian, ot of an honeft man, wou
not immediately feg. that fuch a command was a re-
leafe from his vow of obedierice. 'This is frequently
repeated and clearly expreffed in alt the religious ik
flitutes, and 'no where more explicitly or pofitively than
inl thofe of the Jefuits: They are ordered to obey their
fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obedience' is not
finful, ubi non cermeretur peccatum.d It is only in éafes
where {uch obedience can have. no finful tendency
whatever, indi definiri non poffs. aliquod speccati gemus
ntercedere.y  And, as: if this were not fufficiently ex-
‘prefled,: we hear their founder, at the very time when -
e recominends -obedience to his religious, exprefsty
faying, but remember that your vow is binding only when
the commenils of mait are w0t tontrary to- thofe of God,
whi Deo contraria non piecipit bomo.*- Al thofe per
fons therefore who,. tike Mirabeau, furmifed cevtain
toincidences, or as he calls them potnzs of contact, bes
tween the religious inftitutes, and the code of the [Hu-
minees, ﬂmuldg" have begun by obferving, that religious

* Mirabeau Monarchie Prufficnne, Vol. V. and Effzy on the IHumi»
nees, Chap. 1Il.—Laft Qbfervations by Philo, page 61. .
.1 Conttitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. I Parag. 2, Vol. L Edi
ition of Prague. .} Ibid. Part. VI Chap. L
* Bpilt. Ignatii D¢ Obedientia,
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obedience is in its very effence an obligation of doin
all the good which may be preferibed without the lea
taint of harm. It was eafy for them on the contrary
to demonftrate, that the obedience fought for by Weit-
baupt’s code was a difpofition te obey every order re-
ceived from the fuperior in {pite of eonfcience, and un-
heedfill of the molt iniquitous guilt, provided it tended
to the good of the order. ¢ Our fociety (for fuch are
the expreflions of the code) exads from its members
# the facrifice of their liberty, not only with refpeét to
< all things, but abfolutely with rcfect to tvery meaxs
S of attaining its end. Yet the prefumption on the
« goodnefs of the means prefiribed is always in favowr
“ of the orders given by the fuperiors. 'They are clear-
« er-fighted on this objet ; they are better acquainted
« with it ; and it is'on this very account that they are
« pominated fuperiors—It is their bufiriefs to lead you
« through the labyrinth of errors and darknéfs ; and in
* fuch a cafe- obedience is not enly a duty, but an ob-
« je& for grateful acknowledgment.”*

Such s the -ohedignce of the Illmminees ; nor is.there
a fingle exception te~be found in all theii code. We
fhall fee the- Noice, before he termindtes his triaks,
obliged to explain’ Bimfelf explicitly with refpe@ to or-
ders which he may receive fram' his fuperiors, and
which he may - think- contrary te bhis confcience.
In the firft place -his teacher is.to entangle him, and
amake himftlf perfeltly mafter of his meft fecret
thoughts.  Under 'the pretence of knowing bimfel
better, while. ftudying the art of khowing others, the
Novice is to-draw a faithful pi¢tire-of himfelf, fo un-
fold his interefts and conneions, as well as thofe of his.
family. v , Col

Here again the Infinuator furnithes him with the ta-

‘blets in the requifite form, that he may give this new

proof of confidence to the order ; but: this will neither
be the laft nor the moft important one for which he

'will be called upon.

On thefe tablets, the Novice.is to ‘write down his
name, age, funétions, country, and abode ; the {pecies
of ftudy in which he occupies himfelf, the books of which
bis ibrary is compofed, and the fecret writings of which
_* Statutes reformed, No. 1, 4, and 25.—~The tru¢ Illuminee, General
Btatutes, Na, 11, 12



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. P

be may be in poffeflion ; his revenue, his friends, hi4
enemies, and the reafon of his enmides; -in fine, his
acquaintances and his protectors. ’ -

To this table he is to fubjoin a fecond, explaining
the fame objedts with refpedt to his father, his mother,
and all their other children. He is to be very explicit
with refpect 2o the education they received, to their paf
fions and prejudices, to their flrong and weak fides.

We will exemplify this fecond table by an extra®
from the Original Writings, by which the reader will
perceive that parents are not very much favoured—
“ The Novice, Francis Antony St. .. .... aged 22, re-
“ prefents his father as violent, and of foldicrlike man-
“ ners ; his mother as a little avaricious ; the weak fide
“ of both to be flattery and intereft ; both living after
“ the old fathion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in
“ their devotion, headftrong, arrogant; with difficulty
“ abandoning an ill-conceived projed, and ftill more
“ unforgiving to their enemies; that they neverthelefs
“ were littde hated, becaufe little fcarec{ ; and hardly
“ in the way of doing any body any harm.”

While the Novice is thus occupied in revealing all
his fecrets, and thofe of his family, the Infinuater on his
fide is drawing up a new ftatement of every thing he
has been able to difcover during the whole time of his
pupil’s trial, either with refpect to him or to his relations,

- On comparing the two ftatements, {hould the fupe-
rior approve of the admiflion of the Novice to the laft.

roofs, he is then to anfwer the grand queftions. It
is by thefe queftions that the Novice is to judge of the
extent of the facrifice he is about to make, and of the
awful fubje@ion of his whole will, confcience, and per-
fon, to Illuminifim, if he wifhes to gain admittance. .

The Queftions are twenty-four in number, and couch- Quefiiom
ed in the following terms: ‘;;fi‘ 0

I. Are you ftill defirous of being received into the **™*
Order of the Iluminees?

Il. Have you ferioufly refle®ed on the importance
of the ftep you take, in binding yow felf by engogements
that are unknown to you ?

III. What hopes do you entertain, or by what reafons
are you induced to enter among us?

“IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that with, though
you thould find that we had no other object or advame
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tage whatever in view but the perfecion of mankind ?

V. What would be your conduét fhould the Order
be of new invention?

V1. Should you ever difcover in the Order any thing
wicked, or unjufl to be done, what part would you take 3
Wenn unanftandige, ungerechte fachen vorkamen, wie
er {ich verhalten wurde ?

VII. Can you and will you look upon the welfare of the

Order as your own ?

~ VIII. We cannot conceal from you, that Members,
entering into our Order without any other motive than
to acquire power, greatnefs, and confideration, are
not thofe whom we prefer. In many cafes one muft
know how to lofe in order to gain. Are you aware
of all this?

IX. Can you love all the Members: of the Order,
even fuch of your enemies as may be members of it ?

X. Should it fo happen that you {hauld be obliged
to do good to your enemies who are of the Order, to
recommend them, for example, or extol them ; would
you be difpofed to do fo?

XI. Da you, moreover, grant the POWER OF LIFE AND
piatH 0 our Order or Society? On what grounds
would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch a right; 04
er digfer gefelschaft, oder order auch das jus viTE ET
MECIS, ays was grunden, oder nich zugeflebe 2
. XII. Are you difpofed on all accafions to give the pre-
Jerence to men of our Order, over all other men ?

XII. How would you wifh to revenge yourfelf of
any injuftice, either great or {mall, which you may
have received from {trangers or from any one of aur
Brethren?

" XIV. What would be your condué fhould you ever
repent of having joined our Order 2

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefs
and misfortune ?

XVL Do you renounce the idea of ever making
your birth, employment, ftation, or power, ferve to the
prejudice or contempt of any one of the Brethren?

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of becoming
@ Member of any other fociety ?

XVIIL Is it from levity, or in hopes of foon being
acquainted with our conftitution, that you fo eafily
make thefe promifes 2



J;(IX. Are you fully determined to obferve ous:
52 , - :
XX. Do yau fubje¥ yourfelf te a BLIXD OBEDIENCHE-

WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION. WHATEVER 2 And do yaw:
kuow the flrength of [ish an engagement ? Qber unbe--
dingten gehorfam angelobe, und wifle was das fey?

XXL. Is there no confiderasion that can deter you;
from entering into our Order?

- XXH. W ill:you; in-cafe is s reguiredy affft in the pro.
pagasion of the Order, fupport. it by youn counfels, by yous
tuoney, and by all otber meais ? o :

XXIIL: Had youw any expectation that yon weould
have to anfwer any of thef¢ queftions; and if foy
which queftion was 12 - : : ' :

XXIV. What fecurity can you give us that yow
will keep- thefe: peomiés; and to what punifhment
will: you {ubje® yourfelf in cafe you fhould break anp
of them*- "+ : : ‘

- In order to:judge-of the nature of the anfwers writs
ten 2nd- figned: by the: Nowvice, and confirmed: by his
oath, it will be fufficient to caft our eyes on the account:
of the réception of twa Brethren, as it is contained in the:
archives of the fe@. 'To:the Vhth-queftion: fhowdd yow
ever difcover in the Order any thing wicked:or 1mjuft to be
done, what part would you take ?'The firft of thefe two
Novices, aged 22, and named Francts dnthony St....
anfuwers, fwears, and:fign:, ¢ I wanld certainly execute:
“thofe things, if fo conmnanded by the Otder, becaufe:
“it'may be very poffible that I am not capable of
#judging of whatis juft or unjuft: Befides, {hould they
“be unjuft under: one afped, they would- ceafe to be
“fo as foon asthey became a means of attaining happi-
“ nefs, the general end.” ' :

he Novice Francis Xaverius B..... anfwersy |
fwears, and figns, in like manner, « [ would not refufe -

“to execute thofe things (wicked and unjift) provided
¥ they. contributed to the general good.” :
To the XIth queftion, o life and death, the firft No~
vice anfwers with the fame formalities, « Yes, I ae~
“knowledge this right in the Otder of Hluminees;.
“ and why thould I refufe it to.the Qrder, fltould it even
'ﬂdl?.ng:lg.l Y;fxtmgs. ‘The account of ‘the recepuo:_x of two Novicesy
Vol LIL 1 L .
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“.find itfelf necéffitated to exercife it, as perhaps with.
“ out fuch a right it might have to fear its awful ruin..
«“The flate woudd lofe litsle by it, fince the dead wnan
“qould be replaced by fo many others. Befides, I refer:
“ to my anfwer to queftion VL. ;” that is to fay, where.
be promifed to execute whatever was juft or unjoft,
provided it was with the approbation or by order of
the Superiors.

+ - The fecond anfwers, -fwears, and figns to the fame

queftion, “ The fame reafon which makes me recogs
“ nize the right of life and death in the governors of
“ nations, -leads’ nie to recognize moft willingly the,
“ {fame power in my Order, which:really contributes to-
“ the happinefs of mankind as fnuch as governors of
“nations ought to'do.” ' T

On the XXth queltion, on blind obeédience without res
Sriction, one anfwers, " Yes, without doubt, the promife
“is of the utmoft impartance ; neverthelefs I look upo
“ it as the only ‘poffitke means by which the Order can
“ gain its ends.” ‘The fecond is lefs precife : « Wher
¢« 1 confider our Order as of modern invention and ay
“ little extended, ‘1 lrave a fort of> repugnance in t_)ind~?
“ ing myfelf by fo formidable a promife ; becaufe in that
“ cafe I am juftified in doubting whether a want of
“ knowledge, .o even fome domineering paffion might
“ not fometimes.occafion things to be commanded to-
“ tally oppofite to the' propofed object.of the general
“ welfare. But when I {uppofe the Order to be more
& univerfally:fpread, I thén believe, that in a fociety
“ comprehending men of fuch different ftations, from’
“ the higher to the lower, thofe men are beft enabled
“ to know the eourfe of the world, ‘and how to diftin-

¢ guifh the means of accomplifhing the laudable pro#

 jeéts of the Order.” ' . S )

+ This doubt of. the Novice as. to the antiquity of the
Order muft ave difpleafed Weithaupt, who fpared no
‘pains to make it appedr that lluminifm was of ancient’

‘date, the beétter to excite the curiofity and the venera-

tion of the pupils, being content to enjoy the glory of
his invention with' his profound adepts to whom only
he revealed the feciet of the invention in the highelt
degrees and with the Jaft mylteries. But our Novice
went on to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the
Qrder to be of ancient than,of modern invention ; and,
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Jike his fellow Novice, he. « promifes to be faithfulbto
all the laws ¢ of his Order, to fupport it with his coun-
« fels, his’fortune, and all other means; and finithes
“ by fubjecling bimfelf to forfeit his honour, and even
“ bis virs, fhould be ever break his promifc.”* .
When the Infinuator has found means of binding the
Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and efpecially when
the young~candidate fhall have recognized without he-
fitation that ftrange and awful right which.fubje@ts
the life of every citizen to the fatellites of Illuminifi,
fhould any be unfortunate enough to difpleafe its fu-
periors; when the Novice is blinded to 1Juch a degree
as not to perceive that this pretended right, far from
implying a fociety of fages, only denotes a band of

" ruffians and a federation of affaflins like the emiffaries

of the Old Man of the Mountain ; when, in fhort, he
thall have fubmitted himfelf to thig terrible power, the
oath of the modern Seyde is fent to the archives of the
Order. His difpofitions then prove to be fuch as the
fuperiors required to confer on him the fecond degree
of the preparatory clafs ; and the Infinuator concludes
bis miflion by the Introducion of his pupil.

At the appointed time in the dead of the night, the The pro-
Novice is lead to a gloomy apartment, where two men motion of*
are waiting for him, and, excepting his Infinuator, the Novicey.
thefe are the firlt two of the fe&t with whom the No-
vice is made acquainted. The fuperior or his dele-

ate holds a lamp in his hand half covered with a
de; his attitude is fevere and imperious; and a
naked fword lies near him on the table. The other
man, who ferves as Secretary, is prepared to draw up
' the a& of Initiation.. No mortal is introduged but the
Novice and his Infinuator, nor ¢can any one elfe be pre-
fent. A queftion is firft afked him, whether he ftill
perfeveres in the intention of ‘entering the Order. On
his anfwering in the affirmative, he is fent by himfelf
into a room. perfeétly dark, there to meditate again on
bis refolution, Recalled from thence, he is queltioned
again and again on his firm determination blindly to
obey all the laws of the Order. The introducer an<
fwers for the difpofitions of his pupil, and in returm.

requefls the protedtion of the Order for him.

* Sce the two accounts,

¢ Vol Il L2

-
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“ Your requeft is juft,” replies the {uperior to ‘the
Novice. « In the name of the moft Screne Order
% from which I hold my powers, and in the name of
«all its Members, I promife you protedtion, juftice;
¢ and help. Moreover, I proteft to you once more,
< that you will find nothing among wus hurtful either to
« Religion, to Morals, or to the State ;”—here the Ini-
¢ tiator takes in his hand the naked fword which lay
Bpon the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the No-
vice, continues, “ but fhould you ever be a graitor or
“ a perjurer, affure yourfelf that every Brother will be
¢ called upon to arm againft you. Do not flatter yours
“ felf with the poffibility of efcaping, or of finding a
% place of {ecurity.---Wherever thou mayeft be, the
% rage of the Brethren, fhame and remorfe fhall fol-
“ low thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.”--.He lays
down the {fword.--.€ But if you perfilt in the defign of
¢ being adwmitted iifto our Order, take this oath

The oath is conceived in the following terms:

“In prefence of the all powerful God, and of you

¢ Plenipotentiaries of the moft high and moft ex«

. “ cellent Order into which I afk admittance, T acknows

“ledge my natural weaknefs, and all the infufficiency
“ of my ftrength. I confefs that, notwithftanding all
« the privileges of rank, honours, titles, or riches which
“ 1 may poflefls in civil fociety, 1 am but a man like
¢ other men; that I may lofe them all by other mor-
¢ tals, as they Rave been acquired through them ; that
“Tam in abfolute want of their approbation.and of
“their efteem; and that I muft do my utmoft to de-
“f{erve them both.. T never will employ either the
¢ power or confequence that I may poffefs to the pre-
¢ judice of the general welfare. I will, on the con-
% trary, refilt with all iny might the enemies of human
“ nature, and of civil fociety.”  Let the reader obferve
thefe laft words ; let him remember them when read-
ing of the myfteries of 1lluminifm; he will then be
able to conceive how, by means of this oath ro muain-
tain civil fociety, Weifhaupt leads the adepts to the
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of fociety.
¢ I promife,” continues the adept, « ardently to feize
“ every opportunity of ferving humanity, of improving
¢« my mind and my will, of employing all my ufeful
¢ accomplithments for the gencral good, in as much



Fa
¥

THE ANTBOCIAL CONBPIRACK

wtes of the fociety fhall rea

TV L UUW (UL ECIVUC) & cternal ﬁl@ﬂt‘(’, an inviolalle
¥ obedicnce and fidelty to all my fuperiors and to the

. € fiatutes of the Order. WITH RESPECT TO WHAT MAY
THE OBJECY oF TRE ORDER [ fully and abfolutely

tounce my own penctration and my own judgment.

[ promife to fook upon the interefts of the Order
my own ; and as long as I fhall be a2 Member of

I promifé to ferve it with my life, my honour, and

— . eftates. Should 1 ever, throngh imprudence,
a, or wickednefs, aé contrary to the laws or to

elfare of the Serene Order, f then fubject my-
» whatever puniflrment it may pleafe 10 inflic

me.”

{o promife to help the Order, to the belt of

wer, and accordmg to my confcience, with

>unfels and-my actions, and without the leaft

ion to my perfonal intereft ; alfo, to look upon

ends and enemies of the Order as my own,

» behave to them as the Order fhall dire@. I

jually difpofed to labour with all my might and

7 means at the propagation and advancement

: Order.

thefe promifes I renounce every fecret referva-
and engage to fulfil them all, according to the
urport of the words, and according to the fisnifi-
attached to them bv the Order when it prefcri-

Go(l .” N. N.

the¢ Novice, and enregif-

Order, the Initiator de-

1iim at the fame time that

all the members, but thofe

e degree, are under the

noment advanced to the

ftructed in the figns of his

degree, which are much of the {rme nature as
of Mafonry. He is then enjéined to give an ex-
t fiff of all bis books, particularly of thofe which might
precious or ufeful to the Order. He alfo receives
¥ following queftions which he is to anfwer in

53
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. 1. What fhould you wifh to be the obje& of cur
Order? , .

II. What means, either primary or {econdary, do
you think moft conducive to tlre attainment of that
objet ?

III. What other things would you with to find
among us?

IV. What men do you either hope to meet, or not
¢o meet, among us?* '

The anfwers given to thefe queftions will enable the
fuperiors to judge how far the young adept has imbi
bed the principles of the Order. But other helps are
preparing for him, that he may be able to demonftrate
by his anfwers both the progrefs he has made and thae
which he may be expeéted to make. ;

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerval, he will
find himfelf in future a Member of the Academy of
the fe@. Let us then obferve well both the Scholars
and their Mafters ; for they ftill belong to the clafs of
preparation. :

. * True Illumibee xf} initiation, Page s1 and following. Origindl
&Vritings, Vok I Se. 15. » T
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CHAP. V.

Third Part of the Code of the Illuminees---Second pres
- paratory Degree—-The Academy of Illuminifm, or the

Brethren of Minerva,

55

{ 7 EISHAUPT, ruminating on what turn he fhould Objet of

give to his Code of Illuminifin, that its progrefs this

might be more fubtile and infallible, expreffes himfelf

m the following terms, on the preparatory degrees -

which were to fucceed to the novitiate of his pupils.
“ I am thinking of eftablifhing, in the next degree, a
« fort of an academy -of Literati. My defign would
¢ include the ftudy of the Ancients, and an applica-
“ tion to the art of obferving and drawing characters
“ (even thofe of the living ;) and treatifes and quei~
¢ tions, propofed for public compofitions, fhould form
“ the occupations of our pupils.---I fhould wifh, more
“ efpecially, to make them [pies vver each other in par-
& ticular, and over all in general. It is from this clafs
¢ that I would fele& thofe who have fhown the great-
¢ eft aptnefs for the myfteries. My determination, in'
“ fhort, is, that in this degree they fhall labour at the.
¢ difcovery and extirpation of prejudicess Every pu-
“.pil (for example) hall declare, at leaft once a month,;
« all thofe which he may have -difcovered in himfelf's
% which may have been his principal one, and how far
“ he has been able to get the better of it.”

Ever influenced by a bitter hatred againft the Jefu
its, he does not blufh to fay---¢ I mean that this de-
% claration. fhall_be among us, what confeflion was
“ among them.” He was, however, unfortunate in’
his application'; for in the Order of the Jefuits, no fu-
perior could ever hear the confeflions of the inferiors ;
and thus their very inftitutes rendered the horrid abufe
impoffible, under which Weifhaupt affe@ted to cloak
the abominable breach of confidence with refpeé to
his pupils, when he fays, “ by thefe means I fhall dif-
“cern thofe who fhow difpofitions for certain fpecial
“ Dodlrines relative to Governmcnt or $0 Religion”®

% Orig. Writ. Vol. gt 4 to Cate,
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The ftatutes of their Minerval degree are drawn up
© with a little more circumfpection, and fimply declare,
¢ thar the Order in that dégree wifhes to be confidered
“only as a learned fociety or aeademy, confecrating
“ its toils to form the hearts atd minds of its young
¢ pupils both by example and precept.”+ Thefe are
called the Brethren of Minerva, and are under the di-
rettion of the Major or Minor Iljuminees. The aca-
-demy properly fo’called is_compofed of ten, twelvg
and fometimes fifteen Minervals; upder the direction
and tuition of a major Lluminee, -
of ihe pi. 10 the kalendar of the e, the days.on which the
perval Aca- 3cademy meets arve calted holy, and.ifs fittings are ges
demy. Its perally held twice a month ; always at the new meoonv
98- The place where they meet i called, in their languagey
a Church. It muft always be pseceded by an antie
chamber, with a {trong door armed with bolts, whicly
is to be fhut during the time of the meeting ; and the
whole apartment is to.be {o difpofed, that it {hall be im~
poflible for intruders either to. fee or hear any thing
that is going forward.* : ‘ o
- At the commencément of each fitting, the Prefident
_is always to read, and, after his fafbion, comment o
fome chofén paffages of the Binre, or Seneca, or Epic-
tetus, Marcus Aurelius, or Comfucsusiy: ‘The care he
takes to give to all thefe works the fame: weight and
quthority, will be fufficient to make the pupils view the
Bible in a fimilav. Bght- with the works of the Pagaw
Ehilofophers. M : - '
This lecture aver, each pupil is queftioned: ¢ as tor
¢ th¢ books which he has read fince the laft meet-
“ing ; on the obfervations or difcoveries he may have
“ made ; and on his labours or ferviges:taward the pro-
\ % grefs of the Order.” . N ‘
Les Library, - Ner are the ftudies and the books:of which thel
' ~ 7" Bretliren are to give an account, left to their own
ehoice. To each of thefe academies there is appropsl=
ated a particular library, whenever circumftances wilk
permit, calculated to infure the fpirit of the Order s
and this callection the feét takes care to furnith. By
?:: procu- three different means it is accomplithed.  Firft, by. the

+ Statutes of the Minerval, No, 16.
* See the Minerval Ritual, § ide
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ahoney which the Brethren contribute ; fecondly, by
the hft of his own. private library, which is exaéted
from each candidate, who:is obliged to furnifh there.
from fuch books as may be required of ‘him ; the third
‘means is derived from Weifhaupt’s grand principle,
that EVERY THING WHICH 18 USEFUL.IS AN ACT OF VIR-
rue. Now as it would be very, ufeful for the Order
to get poffeflion of thofe rare books and precious ma»
pufcripts which Princes, Nobles; and Religious Orders
keep fhut up among their archivés or in:the libraries }
all Tlluminees a&ing as librarians. or archive-keépers
are admonifhed, exhorted, and ferioufly preffed nor to
make any fcruple of fecretly ftealing fuch books or
manufcripts, and putting them into the poffeflion of
the fe@. 'This is one of the moft explicit leflons that
Weithaupt gives to his adepts; at one time telling

them not o smake a cafe of confiience of giving to the =~

Brethren what they may have belonging zo the library
of the Court; at.another, fending a lift of what fhould
be ftolen from that of the Carmes, he fays, « all thefe
would be of much greater ufe if they were inn our hands.—s
W hat do thofe rafcals do with dll thofe:baoks 7% .

Yet, notwithiftanding the caution with which the
founder as yet.withholds certain baoks from the hands
of the Minerval, it is clear from-the very.aflortment-of
the libraries of .the Onder, that-hé dees not hefitate ag
giving the pupils a certain, number dire&ly tending to
the grand obje@, and particularly of thofe which may

¢reate a contempt for religion. He wifhes much to .

fee .an impartial biftory of the church; and he even
propofes hereafter-to publifh one himfelf, or at’leaft to
contribute many. articles toward fuch. a work. He
calls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpi, to Lg
Brev’s arfenal. of calumnies, and in fhort to gl that has
been written againft Religious Orders.t” He had even
put on the lift thofe impiods works which appeared
under the name of Freret. He feemed to have for:
gotten for a moment  his ordinary prudence; but,
warned of it by Knigge, he correéted his error. Many
other books, however, were to be comprehended in

* Orig. Writ. Vol L. Let. 45. + Ibid.
§ Letter of Philo to Cato. .

" Yol. IIL K
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the Minervdl library, which were to difgniife the oin
§e& of it ; and it was one doty of the Prefiding Illumi
nee to feled fuch as would gradually diret his pupibs
to the grand objed® of the fect ; always remembering;,
that the moft impious and feditious were referved ﬁ/?ir
he higher degrees. Should the Prefident chance to find
the Syftem of Nature, Nosural Polity, Helvesius on Mo,
ar other fich books, in the hands of ‘his pupil, ke was
o avoid fhowing bis pleafure or difpleafure, and leave
them.* In fhoxt, it is i the Minerval fchools that thé
teachers are in a particular manner to pradtife tha
great art of making the adepts rather as it were invens
than leatn the principles of the Order ; becaufe they
‘will then, looking upon them as the offspring of theis
vwn genius, more ftrongly adhere to thems =
There Is yet ancther fcheme in thefe fchoels for at.
taching the young adepts to the Order.~Every bros
ther is, at his firft reception, vo declate to what art of
fcience he means principally to apply, unlefs his ftation,
genius, or patticular circumf(tances, debar him from
the literary career; in whith lawer cafe, pecuniary
contributions are 'to be an equivalent Tor thofe fervices
which his talems cannot conttibute.t+  If the Bréthren
adopt literary putfuits, then the Order enters into em
‘gagements to furnith them. with afl poffible affiftance
to forward ‘their undertakings in the art or fclence on
which they fhall have determined ;. unlefs they thould
have chofen Theolagy or Furifpredence, two feienves
which the Order’ abfolutely ‘excepts from any fuch
agreement.f © . e :
“Thefe fuccours for the Minerval have a twofold ten.
dency. On the ont fide, they ferve to prove thut the
adept does not #églect the feience he has deretmined ony
as he is:to give an anhual account of the difcoveries hie
has miade, and of the authors from which he has made
Felections. On the other®hand, the brethren following
the fame branches of {tudy are defired to help him with

all the means in their power. Should he meet wich

difficulties which he cannot folve, he may apply to his
{uperior, who will either folve them himfelf; or fend
them to other members of the Order, who, better

® Letter 3, to Cato. :
+ Orig. Writ. Vol. L—Summary of the Intitute, No. g.
$ Statutes of the Minerval, No. .., k
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gerfed: in thafe fciences, and bound to enlighten their
pretbren, will fead the required folutions.§

That this. degree of Minerval may have all the ape Its prizes
pearances of @ literary faciety, the {uperiors annually.
propofe {fome queftion for a public compofition. The
apfwers or diflertations are judged as in academies,.
and the difcourfe which obtains the prize is printed at.
the expenfe of the Order. The fame advantages arg
held qut to all adepts who wifh to publifh theix works,.
provided they are not fareign to the views of the
¥ounder.*.-They are fure to caincide with his inten-
tions fhould they be of the nature of thof¢ which he
galls pafguils, or fuch as would create mirth among the
p:oglc at the expenfe of the priefthoed, and of religious
druths 3 fuch as parodies on the Lamentations of Fferes.
miah, or burlyfgue imijtations of the Propbets; in a
word, all {uch fatires as difpofe the people to the Erand'
phject of the Sec. The Minerval can Fivc no bettey
proofs than thefe of his progrefs. The fect has bpoks
fellers who put thefe works intq circulation, and the
profits are trapfmitted to the coffers of the Order.

It is, however,. to he gbferved, that {hould a3 Miners.
yal, or any ather of the Brethren, make a difcovery in
Bny. art or lucrative {cjence, he is obliged, ynder pain:
of being looked upon as g falfe Brother, to impart the
fecret to the Order, who will look upon itfelf as pro.

rietor of fuch f{ecrets {hould they have been difcovered
5; a Brother aftex his admiflion among them.+

Left he fhould be unobferved when travelling, the

Minerval is never to undertake any journey without

revioufly informing his fuperiors, who will fend him
'ﬁttzrs of recommendation for different Brethren on the
voad. He, in resurn, muft carefully report every thing
that he fhall difcover during his travels; which may bg
to the advantage or difadvaatage of the Qrder. ,

But we muft not forget to mention, that during the ts reprip-
academic fittings, the prefiding Illuminee is at leaft mands.
pnce a month to take a review of the principal faults
which he may have obferved in any. of his pupils, He
" § Dbid. No. 2. !

" * Statutes of the Minerval, Nos. &and 10. .

+ Summary of the Inftitutes, No. 11.~1hc true Illuminees.
{ Statutes of the Minerval, No. 11. -

Vol. L., Ka

Its profitd.



6a $HE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY:

is to interrogate them concerning thofe which theg
. may have obferved themfelves; « and it would be an
<+ unpardonable negle®,” fays the ftatutes, “ fhould anl{
fupil pretend that during the fpace of a whole mont
ne had remarked nothing reprehenfible. This would
be a proof of the utmoft negligence in the training of his
mind to obfervation 3 and the Supcrior muft not fuffer it
to pafi without reprebenfion.: He muft alfe make hjs
obfervations in fuch a manner as to excite their ferious
attention, and effc@ually to imprefs them with proper
notions, fo that each on returning home fhall be ready
to put in practice his advice for the advantage of the
Order.* Befide, the Superior is as much as poffible ta
avoid letting a day pafs without {eeing his pupils, either
be vifiting them, or they him.t
But what can be the obje@ of fuch vigilance, fuch
unremitting attention to the Minerval Academy? A
fingle word from the adept who, imder the infpeétion .
¢ - of Weithaupt, organized its laws, will explain the
© enigma. Itis, to adopt Kniggé’s expreflions, by the
works required of the young Agademicians that the
Order will be able to judge whether they are of thaz
Jort of fluff (that is to fay of that turn of mind, fuf~
Fhe judg- CCptible of all the principles of Impiety and Anarchy})
ment of the which is neceffary for the higher degrees. After all
Minerval.  thefe labours, thould the Minerval adept fill retain any
of what they call religionift inctinations, he will then re-
ceive the three firft Mafonic degrees, and in them he
may moulder during the reft of his life in the infignificant
Study of all their bieroglypbics, He willindeed {till conti-
nue under the infpection of the Superiors of the Order ;
but he may reft affured, that he will always remain a
Minerval, with a brevet of imbecility, on the regifters
of the fect.f On the contrary, {hould he have thown
a fufficient want of attachment to religion or to his
Pritice ; fhould he enthufiaftically imbibe the principles
of Nluminifm,---he will certainly be promoted to high-
er degrees. During his Academical courfe the %:&
has had unerring means of judging Him, viz. by the
queftions he has folved (and which were put by the
_Order, not fo much with a view of exercifing his ta«
* * InftruQions for the Minerval, No. 4
4 Ibid. No. 3. .
$ Laft word from Philo, Page 9o
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lents as of prying into his opinions), and by the ftate-
ments delivered i by the Scrutators, of the impreflion
made by the different prineiples which they had di
feminated either in the thape of converfation, or by
way of refutation, to try the young Minerval. '

The queftions which he has had to inv«ﬁigatc during
his courfe fometimes regarded the fecret of the Seét;
at others, the fecurity of the adepts, and of the fu-
periors. To envelop the chiefs in impenetrable dark-
nefs, and that their afylum may be proof againft all
attempts, death’ itfelf is to be divefted of its horrors.
The Minerval ntuft not finith his Academical courfe
till he has thown how far fuch fears have loft their in-
fluence over him ; he fhall declare whether he is ready
to {ubmit to every torture, rather than give the leaft
information concerning the Order ; or even evade the
temptation by poifon or fuicide. A differtation upon
Cato, for example, will be given him as a tafk; and
his management of it will {how whether he is ready to
fall by his own hand for the prefervation of the Bre-
thren. The patet exitus, or the exit is free, that is to
fay, that every man is free to leave this life at pleafure, is
one of thofe grand principles which nuft be advanced;
it muft be commented on and difcufled by the young
adept; and fhould any of thofe puerile ideas appear,
which lead to believe in a God the avenger of fuicide,
he is not the man to be entrufted with the fecret, and
he fhall be rejected.*

Many other queftions are propofed in order to con-
vince the fe& of the principles of the young Academi-
cian. It muft found his opinions on the mcans it
employs, and on thofe in which he may hereafter be
inftrumental. He will be ordered to difcufs Weif-
haupt’s famous doctrine, that the end fanclifies the
means ; that is to fay, that there are no means, tot
even theft, poifon, homicide, or calumny, but are juft
and laudable when ufed for the attainment of objects
which the Order may choofe to ftyle juft or holy.+

After all this, the Minerval fhall furnifh fome dif
fertation from which his opinions on Kings and Pricfts
may be afcertained ;t but the prefiding adept mut
carefully avoid compromifing himfelf; lie muft not

* Sge hereafter the Chapter on Juridjcal Depofitions,’
1 Ibid & hidyr
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laud the epigrams, farcafins, or even blals
thcsal:)!; his pupil ; that muft be left to the brethren
vifitors, who will infinpate and encourage them with.
out ever hinting that they are in perfc@ unifon with
the myfteries of the Order. He muft not fail, how,
ever, to obferve which of his pupils are the moft
zealous for fuch doirines, and who aplacently ren
peat thefe farcafms or blafphemies ; thofe, in fhort,
who enthufiaftically blend them in their Academical
compofitions. This accomplifhed, they have run theip
A ic career, and are next. pramoted to the den
gree of Minor Iluwmines. . . ;
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CHAP. VI.

Fourth Part of the Code of Iluminees—Third preparas
tory Dzgroe-The Minor Ilhusminge.

THE obje@ of the degree of Minor Ilhuminee is; Double obe

63

not only to difpofe the Brethren more and morg je& of this

for the fecrees which have not yet been revealed to
them; but it has ao in view their preparation for
greﬁding over the Minetval Academies in which they

ave ab-cac’iﬁfhawn their talents,  and their zeal for '

the Sed. e means which are to produce this dous
ble effe are worthy of remark, on acéount of one
of thofe artifices- which Weifhaupt alonc could have
'ihvéntéd. . :

The Minor IHNuminees hold fittings fimilar to thofe
of the Minterval Acadenty. The Prefident muft necefs
farily be one of thefe adepts who, initiated in the highes
my(teries of Illuminifin, have attained the degree of
Preft, He, alohe having any knowledge of thefe
higher mylteries, is a"g‘articularly enjoined to keep his
pupils in the perfuafion that beyond the degree in
which he is there is Ro farther fecret to impart t9
them. But he is to {pare no pains vo infufe thofe
bpiniohs into thekr minds, of which the laft ‘myfteries
are but the development. . The Minor Illuminees are
ithperceptibly to become as it were the inventors and
authors of \hzqi{haupty)rinciples 3 that, believing them
to be the offtpring of their own genios, they may
more zeal detend and propagate them. “It is
“ nieceffaty,” fays the code, “ that she adept fhotld look
¥ upon bimfelf as'the founder of the new Order,” that
hence he may tonceive a natural ardour for its fuccefs.
To effetaate this objedt, an exordium is appropriated
to the irfitiation in this degree. It is one of thofe dil-
tourfes, which, replete with volunimy obfeurities, pre-
fents the moft monftrous errors to the mind, but ex-
prefsly mentlons none. ' The veil which is thrown aver
them is neither coarfe enough to hide, nor fine enough

tleatly to thew them ;' all that the new pdepts can ob=

ferve at a firk hearing is, that the olje of the Order
i worthy of admiration and z¢al, that an.ardent en~

Degree.
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thufiafin fhould inflame the mind of the young adept
for the attainment of the grand obje& of all the la-
bonrs' of Illuminifm ;, that the enjoyment of this happi-
nefs depended much more on the afions than on the
words of the adepts.. What theh 'is this objeé, and
what are the obftacles that are to be overcome? Of
what {pecies are thofe actions, thofe labours of the
adept,  which- are to forward its vicws? It is in thefe

ints that enigma and obfcurity veils the intent, and
1t is here that genius is to invent. That the errors of
the fect might be confideved as-originating with the

~ adepts, it goes on to [y, the fame difourfe fhall ferve

&2 figure as a text for all thofe which the Brethven [ball
prepare for.the meetings of the Qrder. The Prefident
will fele& the obfcyre paffages whichmay lead to the
development.of. .tho‘liq.opinions which he wifhes to inftil
into his pupils ; fuch will be the Jfubjeéls chofen for their
themes, and he will carefully exa@ praclical conclufions.*
But to give the reader a better idea of what theéfe
themes or commeritdries arc- to-be, we fhall quote a
part of the original texr.. . , !
. “There certainly exift in the world public crimes
$.avhich cvery wife and boucft man would wifh to fup.
% prefs. - When we confider that every man:in this
#.delightful world might be happy, but that their hap:
¥ pinefs is prevented by the  mistosrtunes of fome, -and
« ;”y the crimes.aqnd .ervors of others:; that -the wicked
“ have power ovef: the good ; -that oppofition or partial
 infurrection is uflefs 5 that hardfhips generally fall up-
“ on men of worth:;-theén naturally refults the wifh, of
« feeing an affociation formed of men of vigorous and
#¢ noble minds, capable of refifting the wicked, of fucs
« couring the good, and:of procuring for themfelyes
« reft, content and fafety---of produciug all thefe effeéts
«by means drawn from the greateft degree of force of
% which buman nature is capable. Such views aduat-
“ing a Secret SocieTy would not only be innocent,
% but moft ‘worthy of the wife and well inclined
* man.”+ S : o )
What an ample field already opens itfelf to the
commentating genius of the young adept ! The Minor
Illuminee will begin -by inveftigating thofe general

" * The true Hlaminee, Inftructions for the Superiors of this degrec,
-~ 4 Difcourfc on this Degrees . .. . . . . . .o
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¢rifes to which the Se@ withes to put an end. And
what are the créimes, who are the wicked perfons that

difturb the peace of'mankind by means of power exer- & -
tifed over the good? What Becret Societies are they - -

which are deftifted to confummate the ‘withes of ¢he
fages, not by partial infurreions, but-by the greatcft
degree of foree of which- human nature is eap_abf ? Ia
& word, ‘what''is that mew order of things, which
iire ‘by fuch unheard ‘of exertions to be fubftituted in
~ Place.of exifting inftitutians ? L oo
The greater progrefd the adept thall thake, and the
fiearer his commentaries fHall coincide with the {pirdt
of the Order, for much the more ‘wortlry fhalf’ ke be
judged to. fulfil the fecand -objet of ‘this degreé, © Hi
Is not yet to prefide ovéra l\gjnervélfké&déﬁ}'y,;‘ he is
Yoo mexperienced i’'the arts of 2 fior 3 ‘and’ th
Order only entrafts him" with two or“thri¢e of ths
upils 5 but, as @ confolation for the ' fmalliefs of Bk
ock, he reads in hié" inftru@ions, ‘Whas Jhetld: be bavk
Only formed ome or two men for the Order during big
whole life he will bave dovie a noble defl - ' T ¥
- Small as this.miffion is, RilFthe adept & not lef th
his own prudence in the execution'of 'it'; - he’ireceives
isftractions by .which }ie is to be guided. I “forewarn-
ed my reader, that in this part of my:Memoirs oh
Facobmifm, thy ‘objed 'was, not folély to prove the
%ﬂfé&ira'cy of the 1l{ftzmir§écs', ‘but to ¥ender confpichous
the dangérs which thieateried fociety, while I 'was uts
Veffing the mieans” adopted by the Se:i -Amofig thefe
imeans, the Taws Taid down by Weithaupt For the Mis
nor-{1luminees até to be’ émidently diffingtithed; a3
e z‘i(ithoritg' given; 4ndthe manner inwhich it is to
exercifed %at_ﬁrf,t over two or three adepts only,)
Haturdlly prepare them for more 'extéﬂf?vje{ ¢ommaids.
Thefe laws and thefe “inftruftions foém t6 be traced
with the venofn of the prudent ferpent, unfortunately
f much more ‘d&tive and ingenious in.the arts of viee
and fedution than good men are in the caufe of vip-
tue. “This part-of Weithaupt’s Code is called---Infiruc-
tg'om' Jor forming ufefid labourers in Iluminifm, and
om it I thall make a large extra&. . Let the reader
meditate on the tendency: and probable confequences
of fuch precepts, fuch laws, and artifices, all defigned
~-¥ol. HL. - k. o ~ -

%
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to form adepts for the moft general, moft altonifhingy
.and moft dreadful Confpiracy that ever exifted. .
For the fe . < Affiduoufly obferve (fay.thefe inftrudlions) every
sond obje@. -Brother entrufted to your care ; watch him particularly
on all occafions where he may be tempted not -to-be
what he ought to be; that is precilely the moment
syben he muft thow himfelf ; it is then that the pro.
grefs he has made is ta be difcovered. Obferve him
again at thofe times when he lealt fufpeéts it, when
neither the defire of being praifed, the fear of being
blamed, nor the thame of, or reflexion on the punith-
Jment, can.actuate his condu. Be exa& on fuch ecca-
-fiong in making your notes and;ebfervations. You will
gain much bot%wip_h refpect soyourfelf and to ‘ﬁour gupd.
.~ “'Be careful left your own inclinations fhould bias
our judgment. Do not think a-man excellent becaufe
hehasa illigntr,quality, nor judge him to be wicked
.becaufe he has)fome ftriking defect ; for that is the
.grand failing; of thefe who are captivated at firft fight,
.. % Above ally;guard againft believing your man te
a tranfcendant, genius becaufe his difcourfe is bril.
Jiant. W are to, judge by fats alone, whether a man
s deeply.interefted.. . . .. o
l-favc little gonfidence. in rich or powerful meng
sheir converfion is very flow,, . 5. 0y Ta

« Your chief1objet mult be to form the heart. Hg
that is not deaf to the cries. of the unfortunate; .lre
that is conftant thongh in adyerlity, and unfhaken in
.his plans ;. he that feels-his foul glow for great epter.
_prizes’s and e, particularly, who has formed his mind
.to obfervation, is the man of: whom we are in:gqueft. '
Rejec thofe feeble'and narrow -minds who know not
\how,toquit; theiv:pfual fphere. . - - - Lo
. Read with.your pupils.thofe baoks which are cafy
o be uudqrﬂtqod,!,;;vhich abound in the pi¢turefque, and
gre calculated :to elevate the.mind.  Speak to. them
.often ; but let;your difcourfes proceed from the hearg,
and not from the head. Your auditors eafily kipdle
when they fee you full of fire. Make them thirff after
the moment when.the grand objelt is to be accomplifhed..

« Adbove ally, flimulate.thern to the love of, the qbjedy.
Let them view.it a5 grand, important, and congentul to
their interefts and favourite paffions. Paint in ftrong
aolours the miferies of the world ; 1cli’ them, wha. men

«
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#c, and what they might be ; what line of conduct they
thould adopt ; how little they know their own interefts;
how anxioufly our fociety labours for them ; and defire
them to judge what they may expe& from it, by what
we have already done in the firft degrees.”

“ Shun familiarity on all occafions where your weak
fide may be feen; always fpeak of Illuminifin in a
dignified ftyle.” '

“ Infpire efteem and refpe& for our Superiors; and
dwell ftrongly on the neceflity of* obedience in a well-
organized fociety.” .

“ Kindle the ardour of your pupil by laying great
‘ftrefs on the utility of our labours; avoid dry amﬁne-
taphyfical difcuffions. Let what you require of your
{;upils be within their mveans. Study the peculiar
‘habits of each ; for men may be turned to any thing
by mb‘im who knows how to take advantage of their ruling

affions.

i’ To infufe into them a fpirit of obfervation, begin
‘by flight eflays in converfation. Atk fome eafy quef-
tions on the means of difcovering the chara&er of a
man notwithftanding all his difimulation. Affe to
think the anfwer a better one than you could have giv-
‘en yourfelf ; that gives confidence, and you will %ud
fome other opportunity of delivering your own fenti-
‘ments. Inform them of what obfervations you may
have made concerning their voice, gait, or phifiogno-
my. Tell them alfo, that they have the beft difpofi-
tions, and that they only want practice. Praife (lc))me
in order to ftimulate others.” ‘

"« Having thus become acquainted with the immenfe
difficulty attending on the art of bringing men to the
‘point whither you withed to lead them, negle& no oc-.
cafion of difftminating the good principles wherever
‘you can, and of infpiring your pupils with courage
and refolution; buf never foxl'Fct, that he who 'wi/f%’:
o convert too mmany at oncé will convert nobody. In the
towns where you refide, divide the tafk with the other
Tuminees ofy the fame degree as yourfelf. €hufe one.
- or two, at moft three, Minervals among thofe over
whom you have the greateft influence or authority-;
but fpare neither labour nor pains. You will have ac~
eomplifhed_a great undertaking if, during your whok

Yol. IIL L2 b

&



&, ]you'form but two or three men. Let thafe whom
© you have felcéled be the conflant object of all your obferv-
ations. When one method does not fucceed, [eck out
anotber ; and fo on, till you have found a proper one.
Study to find out what your pulyil is beft fitted for;
in whas intermediary principles be wmay be deficient, and
therefore inacceffible to the Sfundamentd ones.
grand art confifts in profiting of the right moment ;
Bt one time it is warm, at another cool reafoning
which will perfuade.-—Let your pupil always think that
it is to himfelf, and not to you, that he is indebt-
&d for the progrefs he makes. ~ If be falls in a paffion,
never contradi€l ; bearken to him though be be in the
wrong. Never controvert the confequences, bus always
be principle. Wait for a favourable moment when
you may explain_your fentiments withous appearing to
contradi@ bis. The beft method is 1o agree with another
perfon, whom you will pretend to attack on thofe fub
jecls, while the candidate whom you really wifh o con-
wince is only a flander-by and takes no part in the dif
pute = then fupport your arguments with all the vigour
of which you are capable. ‘
" « Whatever failings you with to corre& in him,
{peak of them as if they were not his; tell the ftory
as if fomebody elfe had been guilty of them; then
take his advice on the fubjec ; and by thefe means he
becomes his own judge. :
_« All this, it is true, requires time : hurry nothings
it is folidity and facility of aclion that we want in our
adepts.  Often to read, meditate, hearken to, fee the
fame thing, and then tq a&, is what gives that faciliry
which foon becomes natural. . . . » ,
_ “ Do you with to draw forth his opinion? Propof¢
a differtation on certain queftions relative to your ‘obe
}e&, as it were merely to exercife his genius. He thus
learns how to meditate on the principles while yoh
.make a difcovery of thofe which it is your objedt to
eradicate from his mind.” ,
. <« Inftrud; advife ; but beware of cold declamations:
drop a few words to the purpofe when you fhall per-
«ceive his mind to be in a proper ftate to receive them.”?
 « Never afk too much at once ; let your conduét be
provident, paternal, and folicitous.—--Never defpair ; far
aue may do what anc pleafes with men, :
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- % Maike yourfelf mafter of the motives of the prins
ciples your pupil has acquired from his education. If
they be not confonant with our views, weaken them by
infenfible gradations,- and fubftitute and {trengthea
others. - But great prudence is neceflary to eperate
&his.” . ;
©  Obferve what ‘refigion, fed@s, and politics, make
men do.--One may enthufiaftically wed: them to fole
lies ; it is therefore in the manner of leading them that
the whole art of giving the upper hand to virtue and
truth confilts.  Only employ the fame means for a good
purpofe which impoftors employ for evil, and you will
fucceed. If the wicked are powerful, it is becaufe
the good are too timid and too indolent. There may
be circumftances alfo, under wbhich it will become necef-
fary to fhow difpleafure, and even anger, in defence of
the rights of man.” 4

“ Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend te
the purity of the views which actuate the Order ; and
that antiquiry, power, or riches, fhould be perfectly
indifferent to them.”

« Tell them, that fhould they find elfewhere a for
ciety which would lead them with greater fpeed or
with more certainty to the defired end, the Order
would eternally regret the not having been acquainted
with it before---That in the mean time we obey the
laws of our Superiors, labouring in peace, and perfes
cuting no man.--Follow thefe rules of condud, and
once more remember, that you will have rendered an
effential fervice to the world, though you fhould form
but two men according to our principles.

“« Carefully profit of thofe moments when your pupil i
difcontented with the world, and when every thing goes
contrary to his wifbes 3 thofe moments when the moff
powerful man feels the want of the fupport of others,
Jo attain a better order of things. It is then that you
-muft prefs the fwelling heart, ftimulate the fenfibility,
and demonftrate how neceffary fecret focieties are, for
#he attainment of a better order of things” '

“ But be not too eafy in your belief with refpec te
the reality or conftancy of fuch feelings. Indignation
wnay be the effet of fear, or of the fleeting hopes of fome
paffion which one wifbes to gratify. Such feelings are
wot naturalized ; men are not perfed in fo fhort a

9
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time s prepare for the worf, and then infif. A heart
which eafily melts eafily changes.” ‘

“ Never promife too much, that you may be able to
perform more than you promife. Rcekindle exhaufted
courage ; reprefs exceflive ardour; infpire hope in
saisfortune, and fear in fuccefs.”

¢ Such are the rules which will form you for a good
rrcceptor and a leader of men. By an exad attention
o them you will add to the number of the ele@. If
your ewn happinefs be dear to you, labour (under our
dire®ion) at delivering many thoufands of men, who
wifl to be good, from the dire neceffity-of being wick-
ed.—Bclieve us, for it is the precept of experience,
$ereave vice of its power,~-and every thing will go well
in this world: for if vice be powerful, it is only becaufe
one part of the good is too indolent, while the other iz
too ardent; or clfe, that men fuffer themfelves to be
divided, or leave the care of Revolutions to futurity ;
*he fafl is, that in the mean time they bal rather ben
under the yoke, than efficacioufly refift vice. If they
once became fenfible that virtue does not entirely confiff
1 paticnce, but n aclion alfo, they would ftart from
their {leep—-For ({our part, unite with the Brethren
Place your confidence in our Society ; noéthing is im-
poflible to it, if we follow its laws. We labour to fe-,
Ture to ierit its juft rewards ; to the weak fupport, to
the wicked the fetters they deferve; and to man his
dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land of
Promife, the land of abundance and blefling; but which
as yet, alas ! we difcover but from a diftance.””*

1 was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe of
this extra& by my refleétions ; but what reader is there
that will not afk himfelf, What zeal, what ftrange ar-
dour is this, that can have led Weithaupt to combine
and dittate means fo powerful to captivate the minds
of his pupils? Is there a parent, is there a preceptor,
whofe love for his child or his pupil ever {uggefted
more efficacious rules? Thefe, however, are only a
few of the leffons which the Minor Illuminee is always
to have prefent to his mind to dire& him in the train-
ing of the young adepts. He is not alone entrufted
with the tafk. All the Brethren of the fame degree

. Extra& from the Inftru&ions C. and D. for the Minar luminees.
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artake in the care of watching over the lower ones,

nd each notes on his tablets even the moft infignificant
circumftances. Their feveral opfervations are com-
pared, and of the whole a general ftatement is formed
according to which each pupil will be judged by bis
fuperiqrsi¥ Meanwhile it is natural to afk, what can
thefe principles be for which the youth is fo carefully
trained? What can be the fublime virtue that is to be
the refult. of fo much care? We thali foon difcover
them, the principles of thamelefs villany. This fublime
wvirtue is the combination of every art that can plunge
amankind, inte corruption, and imnmerfe him in all the
horrors of wniverfal anarchy. Yes, we {hall fee the
man who fays to bis difciples, employ the fime means

for a dgood purpofe which impoflors” employ for. evily °

proved to be:the arch-impoftor, training his difciples
to every crime; and preparing the moft terrible difafs
ters for fociety with more ardour and more artifice
than eyer the upright man has been feen to employ
zeal and wifdom in; the caufe of virtue and the fupport
of thelaws., .~ - ..o ’ :

~ The better to difpofe the young adepts, the Minor
Tlluminee is affitted. in his funétions and overlooked by
the Major Illuminee, that is to fay, by the adepts of the
highelt degree among thofe of the preparatory clafis -
. § Taliru&@ion €, Se&, IL A. & Cat

n
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© CHAP. VIL -

Fiph Pars of the Tﬂumiﬂée;uFourtb ‘preparatory Des
- gree—~The Mujor Iluminee, or the Scotch Novice,

. ‘PTMHE degree which follows that of Minor Hiumine¥
g?iﬁge& T is ﬁm%crﬁme’s called Mdajor Hiuminee ; at othet
times, Scotch Novice. - Under this two-fold denontinas
tion a double object is comprized. ~ As Scotch Novice,
the ‘adept is turned in wpon Mafoiry 5 and it is only &
¥nare for impofing vpon the credulity of thofe, whe
have ot given the requifite fymptoms for being ini.
giated in the higher myfleries of the Sect. -t 'is ak
dntiodudtion to the degree of “Scetéh ' Knight, whick
terminates the career of the dupes. 5 But as 2 degree
of [luminifin,’ & will encompafs the adept with new
bonds, more extraordinary and' mote firm than the fora
iner; it i3 a mere immediate preparation for the grand
myfteries; in fhort, it is from this degree that'the tafs
Yers for the Minerval Académies are felefted.  +

v Leét us begin by laying open the artifice of that
frange bond which the adept will never dare to rend
afunder, though he thould with to withdraw from Tle-
minifin, or more particularly fhould he be tempted to
reveal what he may have already difcovered of the are
tifices, principles, or grand obje&t of the Sect.

" Prelimi Before the candidate is admitted to the new degree,
pary quef- he is informed that his reception is refolved on,
Siane, provided he gives fatisfactory anfwers to the following

queftions :
_ L. Are you acquainted with an fociet{y grounded on
a better conftitution, or more holy and folid than ours,
and which tends with more certainty cr expedition to
the obje&t of your withes?

II. Was it to fatisfy your curiofity that you entered
our fociety? or, was it to concur with the chofen
among men to univerfal happinefs ?

III." Are you fatisfied with what you have feen of
our laws? Will you labour according to our plan, or
have you any objection to propofe againft it? :

IV. As there will be no medium for you, declare at
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snce, whether you with to leave us, or whether you
will remain attached to us for ever.? -

V. Are you a member of any other fociety ?

VI. Does that fociety impofe any thing J;trimcntal
to our interefts; for example, the difcovery of -our,
fecrets; or, does it require you to labour for itfelf
exclufively ? ) .
. VIL Should fuch things be ever required of you, tell
us apon your honour, whether you would be difpofed
to acquiefce i them? A . .-
. Thefe queftions anfwered, there ftill remdins another Life of the
proof of eonfidence which the Order expe@s from the Candidate
candidate. ~ ‘This is nothing lefs than an exa& and can- ™Y
did account of his whole life, written without any 7¢fr-
Vation or diffimulation whatever, - The neceflary time
Is given him ; and this is the famous bond, or rather
fnare, into which when Weifhaupt has once brought
the candidate he exuliingly exclaims, « Now I hold
“him ; I defy bim to hurt us 3 if be ﬁould wifh o be-
% tray us, we bave alfo bis fecrets.” It would be in
vain for the adept to attempt to diffimulate. He will
foon find that the moft fecret circumftances of his life,
thofe which he would moft anxioufly with to hide, are _
all known by the adepts. , The arts which he has hi.
therto practifed to pry into the moft fecret motions of
the hearts of his pupils, into their tempers and paffions,
their connetions, their means, their interefts, their
attions and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all
been more artfully employed by others in watching
himfelf. 'Thofe who compofe the lodge into which he
is going to be received, are the very perfons that have
been fcrutinizing his paft life. :
- All the difcoveries made by his Infinuator, all the
fatements he has been obliged to give of himfelf ap
required by the Code, every thing which the Brother
Scrutators, either known-or unknown, have been ablg
to difcover. concerning him during his degrees of Mi-
nerval or of Minor %llumincc’, have been accurately
tran{mitted ta the Brethren of the new lodge. Long
before his admiffion, they had accomplifhed themfglyeg
in the [crutinizing ards. Thefe wretches then
will mimick even the-canonization of the faints! The
wry memians which Rome takes to difcover the
“ Y~°: 1, . W5 J“ . . IR S
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Jeaft taint in thofe whom it propofes to the veneration
of the faithful, this illuminizinﬁ fe@ will adopt, 8
order to fatisfy itfelf that in its adepts no civil nor reli»

jous virtue can be traced. Yes, the villains in their
g:ns‘ wifhed to know each other, and fmiled to fc¢
their accomplices as wicked as themfelves.

I cannot conceive whence Weifhaupt could have
taken this part of his Code ; but let the teader form
an idea of a feries of at leaft fifteen hundred queftions
on the life, the education, the body, the mind, the
heart, the heakh, the paffions, the inclinations, the ac
quaintances, the connetions, the opinions, the abode,
the habits, and even the favorite colours of the candis
date ; on his relations, his friends, his enemies, his con-
dud, his difcourfe, his gait, his gefture, his language,
his prejudices, and his weaknelles. In a word, quef
tions which relatc to every thing that can denote the
life or charaer, the political, moral, or religious fen-
timents, the interior, or exterior of the mah; every
thing he has faid, done or thought, and even what he
would fay, do, or think, under any given circomitances,
Let the reader formn an idea of twenty, thirty, and
fometimes a hundred queftions on each of thefe heads.
Such will be the catechifm to which the Mujor Fiumi
nee muft be able to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to
follow in tracing the lives or charafers of the youn
brethren, or even of thofe profane of whom the fe§
wifhes to have particular information. Such is the
Erutimizing Code which has dire@ed the rcfearches
imade as to the life of the candidate antecedent to hig
admiffion to the degree of Mujor Huminee. Thefe
ftatutes are called by the Order the Nofte e ipfirm
fknow thyfelf). When one brother proneunces fhefg
words, the other anfwers Nofe alios (know otivers) 3
and: this anfwer denotes much better the ohje& of the
€ode, which might very properly be ftyked the perfed

j{‘b‘y. Let it be judged by the following queftéons :

"4 On the Phyfiognomy of the Candidate :—Is he of a
florjd complexion, or pale? s he white, black, fair, op
Brown? Is his eye quick, picrcing, dul), languithingy
aingrous, haughty, ardent, or dejefted? In geaking,
does he look Tull in the face and bokdly, oF does hie
look fideways? Can he endure being ftaved full in the
face? Is bis look crafiy, er is it open and fixde 5 is it
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my. and. penfive, or is it abfent, light, infignificant).
riendly, or ferious? Is his eye hollow,, or level with the
head, -or dees .it ftare? His forehead, is it wrinkled,
dnd how 3, perpendicularly, or horizontally ¥ &e.
“ His Countenancé :~-Is it noble or common, open;.
eafy, or conftrained? How docs he carry his head ;
ered or inclined, before, behind; or on one fide,. firm
or fhaking, funk between his fhoulders, or turning
from one fide to the other i &c. v .
_ “ His Gaig:Is it flow, quick or firm? Are his ltcps
long, fhorty dragging, lazy, or {kipping & B
. “His Language :-~Is it regular, diforderly, or inter..
tupted? In fpeaking, does he agjtate his hands, his
Bead, or his'body, with vivacity? Does he clofe upon.
the perfon he is fpeaking to? Does he hold them by
the arm, clothes, or button-hole ? Is he a great talker,.
or is he tacitirn? If fo, why? Is it through prudence,.
ignotance, refped, or floth#” &y, _
. “ His Education:-~To whom does he owe it? Has
te always been under the eyes of is parents! How
as he been brought up, and by whom? Has he any.
¢fteem for his mafters? To whom does he think hin
Elf indebted for his education? Has he travelled, anz
® what countries ™ . .
~ Let the reader, by thefe quef¥ions, judge of thofe
which treat of the mind, the heast, or the paflions of
the candidate.. I will juft note the following :

. “ When he finds himfelf with different parties, which
docs he adopt, the ftrongeft or the weakeft, the witti-
¢t or the moit ftupid ? Or, does he form a third? Is
ke conftant and firm in fpite of all obftacles? How is.
ke to be gained,. by praife, flattery, ot low courtfhip 5
or by wamen, money, or the entreaties of his friends
e Whether he loves.fatire, and on what he exer-
cifes that talent; on religion, fuperflition, hypocrify,.
intolerance, government, minifters, monks?” &c. &e.

. This however_ is. pot all that the fcrutators are to-
note in their ftatements.” They ar¢ to elucidate each
anfwer by a fa&, and by fuch facés chicfly as charadlerize
the man at a moment when be leaft [ufpecls it* They.
are to follow their prey to his boliter, where they 'wii?’

- ¥ Seé Weithagpt's Letters
" ¥ol. IIL M2
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karn whether be is a bard fleeper; whetber he dreams, -
and whether be talks when dreaming ;- whéiBer Be<is eafily
or with difficulty awakened ; and /'ﬁauld be-%e Juddenly,
Sorcibly, or unexpe@ledly awakened from bis‘\fleépy what
impreffion would it make on him ? R
~ Should any of thefe queftions, or ‘gny:part of the'
€andidate’s life, not have been fufficiently mveftigated
by the Lodge, divers of the brethren are ordercd to
direct all their enquirtes towards that pohit. ' When at-
length the refult of all their refearches is found to co-
incide with the wifhes of the Seét, the day for his -
reception is anpointed.  Negle@ing all the infignifi-
canr particularities of the mafonic rites, we fhall attend -
entirely to thofe circumftances which peculiarly belong
to Illuminifm, . i ’ :
Recption 1 he adept, introduced into a gloomy apartmeny,
to the de-  reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever he may fee’ -
Khjl‘;‘io‘:_fmu_ in or learn from the Order. He then depofits the hifs
minee,  tory of his life (fealed up) in the hands of his intro-
ducer. It is read to the Lodge, and compared with
the hiftorical table” which the brethren had already .
formed refpedting the candidate. This done, the In-
Life of gf, troducer fays to him, « You have given us 2 welcome
Candidate  and. valuable proof. of your confidence ; but indeed
by the ¢« we are not unworthy ’dy it; and we hope that it will
Brethren. & even increafe in proportion as you become better
“ acquainted with us. Among men whofe fole ob«
“ ject is to render themfelves and others better, and
“ to refcue the whole world from its miferies, no di:
“ fimulation fhould {ubfift, Far be any referve from
“ ps, We ftudy the human heart--and do not hefi.
. ¢ tate or bluth at revealing to each other our faults
“ or errors,-—-Here then is the picture which the Lodge
“ had drawn of your perfon. You muft own that
¢ fome fratures are nat unlike. Read, and then an-
“ fwer, whether you ft#ll wifh to belong to a fociety
“ which (fuch as you are reprefented here) -opens its
¢ arms to receive you.” : ' "
Could indignation cperate more powerfully on the
mind of the Candidate at the fight of his having been
fo treacheroufly watched, than the fear: of abjuring a
fociety which henceforth poffefles fuch arms againft
him, he would not hefitate at afking for his difmiffion ;
but he {ces the confequences of fuch a fep, and fkely

-

«
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it it might “coft hiln’ very dear. Befides, he Is fo
fa’miﬁarizet% with the fcrutinizing fyftem, that he can

fcarcely be offended with it, though operating on him-

feif.. He is left for a certain time to his meditations.’
The defire of acquiring 4 new degree works upon

hit and at length turns the fcales; he is intioduced

té the Lodge of thé Brethren ;' and there the veil"
which hides the fecrets of - the Se& is partly raifed ; ory
rather, he is himfelf ttill more unveiled, that the Se&

may difcern whether all his views and wifhes coincide

with theirs, ' -

- After a fuitable’ preamble, the Initiator -tells him,
# that he has ftill fome few queftions to anfwer, rela-

« tive to objeéts on which it is abfolutely neceflary that

¢ the opinions of candidates thould be known.”

The reader is defired to pay particular attention to
thefe queftions ; as it will enable him, when he fhall
come to read of the mylteries, more clearly to obferve
the fucceflion and gradation with which fuch prirci-
ptes are infufed into the mind of the adept, as if he
had invented and conceived them all himfelf. =

- ¥'{, Do you find that, in the world- we livc'in§
virtue is rewarded and vice punithed? Do you not on
the contrary obferve, that the wicked man is exteriorly
more comfortable, more confidered, and more pow-
erful, than the honeft man? In a word, are you con-
tent with the world in its prefent fitvation » '

« II. In order to change the prefent order of things, -
would you not, if yeu had it in your power, affemble
the good and clofely unite them, in order to render
them more powerful than the wicked ?” : N

« III. If you had your choice, in what country
would you wifh to have been born rather than in your
own ?” . . .

“ IV. In what age would you with to have
lived 2 ® o : '

“ V. Always premiﬁng the liberty of choice, what
fcience and what ftate of life would you prefer?”

« VI. With refpeét to hiftory, who is your favourite
author or your mafter ?” ‘

« VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty bound to
procure all the exterior advantages poflible for you?
tried friends, in order to recompenfe-them for their
probity, and to render life morg agreeable to them ?
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Ave youready te do what the, Qrder exa@s of' eachy
member in this degree, when it ordains that eaclx ong
fhall bind himfelf to %ive adyice every month to.tha
fuperiors, of the employments, fupport, bepefices, . o
other fuch like dignities, of which be can difpofe, or
procure the poffeflion by means. of his recommendag
tions ; that the fuperiors may prefent. worthy fubje@s
of out Order to all fuch employments 2 ” o
_ 'The anfwers of the camdatc ‘are to be returne
3o writing, and inferted in the regifters of the Lodge,
It will naturally be expeéted, that the greateft diffatise
faltion with the prefemt order . of: things is to be ex-
prefled, as well as-an ardens with for a revolutiom
which fhall change the whele face, of the Univerfes
He will alfe prowmife to fupport; by all the means in
his power; the eleétion of none_ but: worthy brechren
to offices of emolument and traft, or fuch as may aug,
ment the pewer or credit of Hluminifiny, whether aboug
the court or among the people. On his declaring
fuch to be his fentiments, the Initiator addrefles him
in the following difeourfe: -~ . . L.
- % Brother, you are a witnefs; that it is after havang
& tried the beit of men, that we feek kistle by Lisle. 30
“ reward themy and to give thems, fupporty that we ymap
« infenfibly fucceed in new modelling the world. Since
« you are convinced how impesfectly men bave fulfily
“ led their real deftiny; bow ¢very thing bas degenes
“ rated in their civil inftitutions ; how, little_the geach-
“ ers of wifdom and of truth have enhanced the value
¢ of virtue, or %'wen a happier difpofition to the
“ world ; you muft be perfuaded, that the error lies in
“ the means which the fages have hithérto employ-
% ed. 'Thofe means; therefore, muft be changed, in
¢ order to reinftate in its rights the empire of truth
¢ and wifdom. And this is the grand objet of the
¢« labours of our Order. Oh, my friend ! my bros
« ther ! my fon! when here convened, far from the
“ profan¢, we cenfider te what an extent the world
¢ i3 abandoned to the yoke of the wicked, how per-
« fecution and misfortune is the lot of the honeft
¢ than, and how the beiter part of hiunan narure is
¢ facrificed to pesfonal intereft..  Can we at fuch a
« [ight be fient, or content ourfelyes with fighing? Shall
& we not atempt o fhake off the yoke 2-—Xes, my broe
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® ther, rely upon us. Seek faithful co-operators, but
« {eek them not in tumults and in ftorms ; they are
% bidden in darknefi. Protecled by the fhades of night,
& politary and filent, or rewnited in finall numbers, they,
% docile chiliren, purfue the grand werk wnder the dia
“ yedtion of their fuperiors. They call aloud to the
# children of the world, who pais by in the intoxica-
% tion of pleafure———how few hearken to them.
& He alone who has the eye of the bird of Miderva,

¢ who has placed his' labours' under the protection of

* the flar of night, is fure of finding them.”

~ Buit, left this difcourfe fhould net have given the
Candidate a fufficient infight as to the obje& of the
few degree, the Secretary opens the Code of the
Lodge, entitled A general view of the fjflem of the
Order. Here the young lllwminee learns, that the ob-
je& of the Order is to diffufe the pure srinh, and to
make virtue sriumph. Nothing, however, is explicitdy
faid on what is to be underftoed ? the pure truth.
He is only told, that in order. to diffufe it, ¢ he muft
begin by liberating men from their prejudices, and by
enlightening their wnderftandings ; then reunite all the
common forces for the refinement of all {ciences from
the drofs of ufelefs fubtilties, and for the eftablifhment
of principles drawn from Nature.—To attain this,®
¢eontinues the Secretary,  we muft trace the origin of
sl {ciences; we muft reward oppreffed rtalents; we
mult raife from the dufl- the men of genius; we muft
wndertage the education of yousth ; and, forming an in-
difflotuble leagne amang the mofy powerful geniufes, we
muft boldly, thongh with prudence, combat fuperfti-
¥om, incredulity, and folly 5 and at length form eur
prﬁ to true, juft, and uniform pemnciples on alk
ubjedls, o ‘ .
- % Such is the obje of our Minervat Schools, and
of the inferior degrees of Mafoury, over which oue
Order withes to acquire alt the influence poffible, it
order to dize@ it towards our obje®. - We alfo have
sur fuperior degrees, where the brethren, after having
padied through all the prepatatory degrees, become ace
&Guainted with the ultimare refult of the labours and of
&l the proceedings of the Order.” ,
 Fo obtam the completion of that refult, ¢ it will be
heceffary-to divelk vice of its power, that the honcd

»
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man may find his recompenfe even in this world ; bu#-
jn this grand proje&, we are counteracted by the Pyinces
and the Priefthood ; the political conflitutions of nations
oppofe our procecdings. In fuch a ftate of things then
what remains to be done? To inftigate revolutions;
everthrow every thing, oppofe force to force, and ex-
change tyranny for tyranny? Far be from us fuch
means. Every violent reform is to be blamed, becaufe
it will not ameliorate things as long as men remain as
they are, a prey to their paffions ; and becaufe wifilons
needeth not the arm of violence” . :

“ The whole plan of the Order tends to form men,
not by declamation, but by the protection and rewards
which are due tq virtue. We muft infenfibly bind the
hands of the proteclors of diforder, and govern themt
without appearing to domineer.”’ ‘
. “Inaword, we muft eftablifh an univerfal empire
over the whole world, without deftroying the civil ties.
Under this new empire, all other governments muft bé
able to purfue their ufual procefs; and to exercife every
power, excepting that of bindering the Order from at-
tainir’zg its ends, and rendering Virtue triumphant over
vice.” :

« This victory of . virtue over vice was formerly the
obje&t of Chrift, when he eftablifhed his pure religion.
He taught men, that the path to wifdom confifted in
letting themfelves be led for their greater good by the
beft and wifeft men. At that time preaching might
fuffice ; the novelty made truth revair; but at prefent,
more powerful fmeans are neceﬂgry. Man, a flave to his
fenfes, muft {ee fenfible attra®ions in virtue. The fource
of j;(z[ﬁom is pure ; it is neceffary that every one fhould
be able to gratify bis within the bounds of virtue, and
that our Order [hould furnifh him with the means.”

“ It confequently follows, that all our brethren, edu-
cated on the fame principles, and {tri¢tly united to each
other, fhould have but one obje& in view. We muft
encompafs the Powers of the earth with a legion of inde-
JSatigable men, dll direting their labours, according to the
plan of the Order, towards the bappinef; of busnan nazure
~— but all that is to be done in filence; our brethren
are mutually to fupport each other, to fuccour the

ood labouring under oppreflion, and to feek to acquire
oofe places which give power, for the good of the caufe
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% Had we a certain number of fuch men in every
tountry, each might form two others. Let them only
be united, and nothing will be impoffible to our Order;
8t is thus that in filence it has already performed much for
thz good of humanity.” .

“ You beheld, Brother, an immenfe ficld opening to
your adivity 5 become our faithful and worthy co-ope-
rator, by feconding us with all your might; and re-
member, that no férvice will pas without its juft
reward.”

After this leffon, two- chapters diredly treating on

the fun®ions of the major Illuminee are read to him,
With the firft he is already acquainted : it is the Code
of the Infinuator or Brother Recruiter.  He is alfo now
entrufted with it, as it is part of his duty in future to
Jjudge of the pupils of all the Infinuators. The fecond
treats of the duties of the Scrutator; this is alfo delis
vered into his care, becaufe he muft particularly exer.
cife that art while prefiding over the Minerval acade,
mies : and he muft neceffarily learn how his new bre:
thren found means of tracing fo exa® an hiftorical
trait of himfelf, and of penetrating even more fucs
cefsfully than he could into the interior receffes of his
heart : he muft alfo learn to diftinguith fuch pupils as;
with difpofitions fimilar to his own, are worthy of bes
ing admitted to his néew degree. He now has but one
‘more degree to go through, before he is admitted into
the clafs of the mylteries, and this is termed by the
Se& the Scotch Knight* . '

* The whole of this chapter is nothing more thar an extrad from

the degree of Major Illumince, and from the inftruéions contained im the
xitual of code in the True Hiuminee. '

vol. IIL. B
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CHAP. VIIL

Sixth Part of the .Clode of the Illuminees.—Intermediary:
- Clafs---The Scotch Knight of . Iluminifm; or Diredting
- IThuminee. :

UNDER the appellation of Intermediary Clafi of
HMuminifm might be comprehended all the. Des
Frecs which Weifhaupt had borrowed from Freema-
onry. In that cafe we fhould comprize under this
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-
Craft, and Mafter. But it has been already faid, that
thefe degrees are fimply a paffport for the Set into
the Mafonic Lodges; and that its objet may be lefs
confpicuous, it leaves them in their original Mafonic
ftate. ‘This, however, is not the cafe with the higher
degrees of Scotch. Mafonry. The Se& fhrewdly furs
mifed that the views of thefe degrees coincided with
their own : befides, it wanted fome of thefe fuperior
degrees, cither for. the direGtion of thofe Mafonic
Lodges which it compofed: of its own members, or
who were to gain admittance, dominate, and prefide
over other Lodges which were not devoted to Illumi-
nifm.—-The great veneration in which the -Scozch
Knights are generally held by Mafons, more ﬂron(%ly
determined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf matter
of this degree, and engraft it on Illuminifin. The
Seét has conttituted this into. both an intermediary and
a flationary degree. It is flationary for thofe into
whom it defpairs of ever infufing the principles re-
quired for a further admiffion to the myfteries; but it
is only intermediary for thofe who have fhown difpofi-
tions more accordant with the purfuits of the Se&.*
Whatever may be his deftiny, no Brother is ever ad-
mitted into this new degree, until he has previoufly
given proofs of the progrefs he has made in the arts of
Scrutator, whofe code muft have been his chief ftudy
fince his admiffion to the degree of Major Illuminee.
The fecret Chapter of the Knights has had the precau-
tion to propofe certain queftions to him to afcertain

* Original Writings, Vol. 1L Part L Sect. 11
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how far he is capable of judging of the flate of the
snind by exterior appearances. He will have had to an-
fwer, for example, to the following™ones :---« What is
« the charalter of a man whofe eyes are perpetually
“in motion, and whofe countenance is' changeable ?
“ What features denote voluptuoufnefs, melancholy,
“ and pufillanimity 7% -

As a further proof of the progrefs he has made, he
is to tranfinit te his fuperiors anothér differtation on
the life of the hero whofe name he bears for his cha-
ra&eriftic.  The hiftory of his own life, which he had
delivered in the antecedent degree, had laid open the
whole of his exiftence, and all his actions through life.
"Fhis new differtation will fhow the Order what he ad-
mires or difapproves of in others, and will particularly
demonftrate whether he has: difcovered thofe qualities
in his patron which the Order withed he fhould im-
bibe and imitate when it gave him his chara&eriftic.}r
Should any part of his life have efcaped the vigilance
of the Scrutators, he is {till at liberty to give a new
proof of his confidence in the Order ; and this is de-!
fcribed as a meritorious a@t ; but he may referve it for
the cognizance of the Superior of the Order only.+
~ He is then. to declare under his hand-writing, that he
looks upon the -Superiors of Hluminifm as the fecrer
and wiknown thongh legitimate {uperiors of Freemafon-
ry ; that he adheres and always will adhere to ghe illu-
minized fy{tem of Mafonry, as the beft and moft ufeful
exifting ; that he utterly renounces every other affoci-
ation ; that he is in fhort, fo perfuaded of the excel-
lence of Illuminifin, that he fully adopts its principles,
and firmly believes him{elf bound to labour, under the
dire&ion of his fuperiors, at the objeél and according to
the intentions of the Order for the happinefs of man-.
kind.|| : .

After having received thefé numerous pledges, the
Scotch Knights invite the new Brother to a fecret
Chapter, for fuch is the name given to the Lodges
of this degree. It is bhung with green, richly- deco-
rated and brilliantly lighted. The Prefe& of the

* See this degree, Se&. 4, No. 2 and 3.

$ See fecond Inftruction for this degree, No. 8.
4 Ibid. No. 8. )

§ Ibid. Reverfal Letters,
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Knights, booted -and -fpurred, is feated on a threne
erefted under a canopy all of the fame colour. On his
apron a green crofs is feen, and on his breaft the ftar
of the Order; he wears the riband of St. Andrew in
falter from , right to left, and holds a mallet in his
hand. On his right ftands the brother fword-bearer,
holding the {fword of the Order ; on his left the mafter
of the ceremionies with a ftick in one hand, and the
ritual in the other. The Knights affembled are all
booted and fpurred, cach girt with a fword, and ail
wear the crofs fufpended at their necks by a green ri-
band. The Officers of the Order are to be diftin-
guithed by [Zjﬂmnage, and a prieft of the Order com-

letes the Lodge. The Prefed then delivers himfelf as

Hows to the Candidate : :

. “ You here behold a part of thofe unknown legions
“.which are united by indiffoluble bonds to combat for
“ the caufe of humanity. Are you willing to make
“ yourfelf worthy of watching with them for the fanc-
“tuary? Your heart muft be pure, and a heavenly ar-
¢ dour for the dignity of nature muft fire your breaft.
% The ftep you are taking is the moft important one
“ of your life. Our games are not vainly ceremonial.
“ In creating you a knight we expeét of you that you
“ will perform exploits grand, noble, and worthy of
¢ the title you receive. . aug life to you, if you come
“ to us to be faithful ; if honeft and good, you anfwer
“ our expefations. Should you prove a falfe Brother,
“ be both curfed and unhappy, and may the grand
¢ Archite of the Univerfe hurl you into the bottom--
“lefs pit! Now bend thy knee, and on this fword
“ take the oath of the Order.”

At thefe words the Prefe feats himfelf, the Knights
are ftanding with their fwords drawn, and the Candi-
date pronounces the following oath :--;

“ 1 promife obedience to the excellent Superiors
“of the Order. In as much as it fhall depend
“ upon me, I engage-—never to favour the admiffion
“of any unworthy member into thefe holy degrees
¢ ---to labour at rendering the Ancient Mafonry tri-
“ umphant over the falfe fyltems which have crept
“into it-—-to fuccour, like a true Knight, innocence,
¢ poverty, or opprefled honefty---Never to be the flat-
“erer of the great, nor the [lave of Princes ;--to coms-
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“bat courageoufly, though prudently, in the caufe of
“ Virtue, Liberty, and IV ifcom-—~to refift boldly, both
¢ for the advantage of the Order and of the world,
“ Superftition and Dcfpotifin. 1 never will prefer my
“ own private intereft to that of the Order. I will
“ defend my Brethren againft calumny. 7 will dedicate
“my life to the difcovery of the true Religion and real
% docirtnes of Freemafonry, and I will impart my difco-
“ veries to my Supertors. 1 will difclofe the fecrets of
“ my hcan{ to my Superiors as to my beft friends. So
“ long as I fhall remain in the Order I fhall look upon
“ the being a Member of it as a fupreme felicity. I
“ alfo engage to look upon all iny domeftic, civil, and
« focial doties as moft facred.  So help me God, both
% for the happinefs of my life, and for the peace of
“ my mind.” :
- In return for this oath the Prefe@ declares to the
Candidate that he is going to create him a Knight of
St. Andrew, according to the ancient ufage of the
Scotch---¢ Rif,” he fays, « and in future beware of
“ ever bending thy knee before him who is only man
“ like thyfelf.”*
" To thefe ceremonies the adept Knigge added a cer-
tain number of others which were mere derifions of
the rites of the Church. Such, for example, was the
triple benediction which the Prieft pronounced over
the new Knight, fuch the atrocious mockery of the
laft fupper, which terminated the ceremony.  But, im-
pious as is the imitation, Weifhaupt declares it to be
difgufting becaufe it is ftill religious, theofophical, and
borrowed from fuperfiition.t But what perfe@ly coin-
cided with the views of the Bavarian founder were,
the inftructions given to the new Knight. He is en-
raptured with that difcourfe, where one may obferve
the Illuminizing Orator fele@ting the moft impious,
artful, and diforganizing fyftems of Mafonry, to make
them at once the mylteries of their Mafonic Lodges,
and an immediate preparation for thofe of Illuminifim,
Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in the
Second Volume of thefe Memoirs + concerning the
Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of Errors and
0/P Truth. He will theve have read of a time when

© * Ibid. Sea. 7.
{ Sce the laft word of Philo, Page 100, 4 Chap. XL
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man, difengaged from the fenfes and free from mar
ter, was @ilf more free from the yoke of the laws and
from political bondage, to which he was only fubjeéed
by his fall. He will there have feen, that the daily
efforts of man fhould tend to the overthrow of Go-
vermnents, that he may recover his former purity and
ancient liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might
there have demonttrated that abfurd Jdealifin reducing
our fenfes to vain fictions, that the proftitution of them
might be but a chimerical crime ;* there, in fhort, I

® When treating in the Second Volume of the religious
and political tenets of the Martinifts, I 'did not extend m
rcfearches to their dotrine of Idealifm, and 1 frankly confefs
that 1 did not fufficiently underfland that part of their Apo-
calypfe.  Since the publication of that Volume, however,
1 have met with a Gentleman perfetly capable. of compre-
hending any intelligible fyftem whatever ; I mean the Abbé
Bertins, refiding at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me
in terms fimilar to thofe in which fome other people had re-
proached me refpecting the Roficrucians. What you have writ=
ten, faid he, is ALL true, but you have not told the WHOLE.
¢ruth. 1 had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I ne-
ver will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbé
Bertins condefcended to give me fome little infi;ht into the
dod&rines of this famous St. Martin. It fully confirmed every
thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinifls,

. ‘with refpe& to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended

origin of that foul forming a part of God, of the effence of Gody
und of the fame fubffance—But what I had not faid was, that
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftence, or
at leaft has fuch a feparate exiftence, and is fo entirely null
with refpect to the foul, that there neither is nor can be any
relation whatever between it and the foul; in fine, that i is
with refpet to us, as if i were not. I had furmifed thefé con-
fequences in a converfation which I had had with an eftimable
young man, the Vicomte de Maimbourg, whom the Martin-
fls had endeavoured to taint with their erroneous dodétrines.
When they came to treat of the pleafure of the fenfes, throw
that to the fire, they fay in their treatife of morality ; to tbe
Sire : give to the fire all it affs ; that is not the fpirit, all that
dees not affed the foul ; and this fire is matter ; it is he fenfes, the
body. Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Martinift tells us,
¢ It is in vain that the enemy purfues me with his illufions.
¢ Matter fhall not have remembrance of me here below.
¢ Does man tafte the pleafures of matter 2 - When the fenfés
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night have fhown according to the Martinift, that in
all ages, this fyftem of corruption and diforder bas
been the do&rine and fecret of true Philofophy. This
intermediary degree was deftined by Weifhaupt to
ferve as a point of union between the Mafonic Lodges
and Hluminifin. It was but natural that he fhould
have feletted the moft monftrous and moft artful fyftem
of the Craft. Let not the reader therefore be afton-
ifhed when he fees the Antitheofophift, the Atheift,
the Materialift Weithaupt borrowing in this degree
the do@rines of the Martinifts on the two-fold princis
ple or double fpirit. But let it be alfo remembered,
that whenever, in confequence of this artifice, he i3
obliged to ufe the words /pirit or foul, he informs the
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the Code,
only to conform to the vulgar expreffion. This pre-
caution taken, the Initiator may without apprehenfion
repeat the {ophifticated leffons on the twofold princi-
ple. And indeed one might be tempted to think, that
the dodrines he lays down as the grand object of Free-

4 feel pain or pleafure, is it not ealy to perceive that it is
¢ not man that feels this pain or pleafure 2> (No. 235, of
the Man of D:fire, by the Author of a work On Errors and on
Truth.) How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all
the paffion$ and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may grati-
fy them without affecting his foul either for the better or for
the worfe, what monftrous confequences muft enfue to morals !
And indeéd-a Danith Martinift was confulted by the Vifcount,
who, ‘more candid than the recruiting' Bretpren, anfwered,
¢¢-Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our myfteries ;—
< I am unfortunately engaged, and fhould in vain attempt
¢ to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fucceed s
¢ but,.for your part, take care_never to deliver yourfelf
¢, over to thofe men.’”” The Vifcournt followed his advice. As
to the Abbé Bertins, he was too thuch for Mr. de St. Martin,
who had to argue with a man that perpetually objected—if
my foul is part of God, and of the fubftance of God, my
foul muft be God. After three months leflons, which the
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbé Bertins only fubmitted
to through curiofity, the /earned’ teacher violently exclaimed,
$¢ I fee I never fhall be able to convince a Divine :° and thus
Mr. de’ Sr. Martin took lcave of a fcholar far more fitteds
to teach him real knowledge than to receive his fophiftica
_sed leflons. : -
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Mafonry had all been copied from the Martinift {yftem,
He begins by deploring a great Revolution which had
in former ages deprived man of his primitive dignity.
He then reprefents mau as baving had the faculty of
recovering his ancient fplendour ; but that by the abufe
of his facHlties he had again immerfed himfelf ftill
deeper in his defiled and degraded ftation. The very
fenfcs are blunted, and faid to lead him into error on
the nature of things. Every thing that he beholds in
its actual ftate is falfehood, fhow, and illufion ; and he
lays particular ftrefs on thofe fchools of fages which
had, ever fince the time of the grand Revolution, pre«
ferved the fecret principles of the antique doctrines, or
of true Mafonry. Ner does the menftrous hierophant
bluth at placing Jesus or Nazarern among thole
fages, and blafphemoufly numbering the God of the
Chriftians among the Grand Mafters of Hluminifm,
But foon was the do&rine of Chrift falfified, and Priefts
and Philofophers raifed on thefe divine foundations an
edifice of folly, prejudice, and [elf-intereft. Soon alfo

" does the tyranny of Priefthood and the Defpotifm of

Princes coalefce in the oppreflion_of fuffering bumanity.
Free Mafonry oppofes thefe difaftrous attempts, and
endeavours to Preferve the true dodtrine ; but it has
over-burdened it with fymbols, and its lodges gradu-
ally fubfide into feminaries of ignorance and error.---
The Illuminees alone are in pofieflion of the real fe-

‘erets of Mafonry ; many of them are even flill to be

the objeés of their refearches; and the new Knight
is to devote all his attention. to their difcovery. He is
particularly recommended 2o ffudy the dollrines of the
ancient Gnoftics and Manicheans, which may lead him
0 many important difcoveries on this real Mafonry. He
is alfo told, that the great enemies which he will have
to encounter during this inveftigation will be, ambi-
tion, and other vices which make humanity grém un-
der the oppreffion of Princes and of the PriejiZood."‘ ‘
The obfcurity which enwraps thefe lkeflons on the
new and grand Revolution which is to courterat the
ravages of the former, is not the flighteft of Weif-
haupt’s artifices. With refpe to Princes, this is the
lalt degree to which they are admitted. They are to be

*"® Sce this degree, Art. 8. Inftrution on the Mafonic Hieroglyphics,.
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perfuaded, that the antique Revolution was no othet
than the coalition of the powers of the earth with the
Priefthood, in order to fupport the empire of religious
prejudice and fuperftition ; and that the new Revolu-
tion to be effe@ed is the re-union of Princes with Phi-
lofophy, to overthrow that empire and enfure the tri-
umph of reafon. Should the ferene adept be ftartled
at his having {worn never to flatter the great nor to be
a flave to Princes, he will be reconciled again by the la-
ter part of the oath, where he engages to look upon bis
domeflic, civil, and focial duties as moft facred. But
det him form'what opinion he may as to his initiation,
he has neverthelefs fworn, that he will protet the Bro-
therhood from fuperftition and defpoti{m 3 that he will
vbey the moft excellent [uperiors of the Order ; that he
will favour its progrefs. with all his power, and that
he believes it alone to be in pofleffion of the fecrets of
real Mafonry.

In the lefs important clafs of adepts, thould any ftill
hanker after their Theofophical ideas, that is to fay,
{hould Weithaupt defpair of ever infufing into them
its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, they are cone
demned to become flationary in this degree ; and he
impofes on them as a tafk the explication of all the
Hieroglyphics of Mafonry, which they may fet to the
tune of the grand Revolution. Under pretence of dif-

- rcovering a more perfect religion, he perfuaded them
that Chriftianity was at this day nothing more than fu-
-peritition and tyranny. He has infufed into them his
hatred for the Priefthood and’ the exifting forms of
Government.. That will fuffice to procure him agents
of deftru@ion ; as to re-edification, he has not fo much
as mentioned it to them. .

But fhould there be found among the number of
Knights men who of themfelves dive into the meaning
of that great Revolution which only deprived man of
his primitive dignity by fubje@ting him to the laws of
civil fociety, fhould they have comprehended the
meaning of this other revolution which is to reftore
every thing by re-eftablifhing man in his primitive in-
dependence, chh men will be pointed out by the Scru-
tators. It is at them that the Code particularly aims
when it fays, Let the Scotch Kuights ferioufly reflect,

Vol. IIL o ‘
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that they are prefiding over a grand eftablifbment, whofé
objed is the ba{v‘pinzf: of mankind.  In fhort, thefe
Knights have to aét the parts of fuperiors in the order ;
they are the Infpectors or the Direélors of all the pre-
paratory clafs. They have on that account affemblics
peculiar to themfclves, called Secrer Chapters. The
firft duty of thefe chapters is, to watch over the in-
terefls of the Order within their diftri®. “ The Scotch
Knights, fays their firft inftruction, are to pay parti-
-cular attention to the diffovery of any plans which may
contribute to fill the coffers of the Order. It were
smuch to be wifhed that they could devife means of put-
ting the Order into poffeffion of fome confiderable reve-
nues in their province.--He that fhall have rendered
fo fignal a fervice muft never hefitate at believing that
tbe/ég:wmue: are employed in the moft noble purpofes.—
The whole muft labour with all their might to confo-
lidate the edifice little by little within their diftricl, until
the finances of the Order jlm”e found to be competent
20 its views.* ,

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe Knights
awith the government of the preparatory clafs. Each
Knight is to correfpond with a certain number of
brethren who have the direction of the Minerval aca-
demies. The Code contains inftrudtions which point
out to them upon what objects they are permitied to
decide ; - what brethren they are to forward or thwart
in their promotion ; and what reports they are to
make to their fuperiors. In their correfpondence with
their inferjors they make ufe of the common cypher,
but when they write to the chiefs they employ a pecu-
fiar character which may truly be called hieroglyphic.

They are particularly charged with the infpe@ion
of the Major Illuminees. ¢ The Scotch Knights,”
fays. the Code, “ fhall be particularly attentive that
¢ the Major Illuminees do not neglect to mention in
4 their “'monthly. letters fuch employments as they may
4 have to difpofe: of.’+
-+ I have fhown, in the foregoing chapter, how ufe-
ful and indeed how neceflary this precaution proved
for recompenfing the zeal of the brethren. The adept
Knigge wifhed to demonftrate that it might be equally

* See firft Inftruion for this degree.
1 Second Inftru&ion, No. 12.
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ufeful for princes, when combined with the fcrutini
zing code. “ Let us fuppofe,” fays he, « that a Prince,
“ having an [lluminee E)!T his Minifter, withes to find
“ a proper perfon to fill any vacant office ; by means
“ of the Scrutators, the Minifter may iminediately
< prefent the faithful portrait of divers perfonages,
¢ from among whom the Prince will only have te
“ make his ele@ion.”* But every reader, I bhope, will
secollect, that in confequence. of the oath that has
been taken by the Minifter to difpofe of all places in
favour of the brethren, and that according to the di-
reétion of the Knights, he will only prefent {uch adepts
for thofe offices as the Order fthall have chofen ; and
thus will Illuminifm foon difpofe of all benefices, em«
ployments, and dignities, and have the entire dire&ion
of the whole power of the State.

Meanwhile, until the Se& fhall exert this influence Its infirnc.

over Cour, the Scotch Knights are to acquire an ab. tons rela-
folute fway in the Mafonic lodges. Their laws on this Fyee.Ma.
head deferve particular attention. We fhall feleét the fonry.
following :
. “ In every town of any note fituated within their
diftri@, the fecret chaprers fhall eftablith lodges for
the three ordinary degrees, and fhall caufe men of
found morals, of good: repute, and of eafy circume
ftances, to be received in thefe lodges. Such men
are much to be fought after, and are to be made
Mafons, even though they fhould not be of any fervice
#o0 Ilheminifm tn. its ulterior profeéts.’+

“ If there already exifts a lodge in any given town,
the Knights of Iluminifm muft find means of efta-
blifbing a mere legitimate one ; at leaft, they fhould
fpare no pains to gain the afcendancy in thofe whicl
they find eftablifhed, either to reform or to deftrop
shem.’t

“ They muft ftrongly exhort the members of our
lodges not to frequent (without leave of thei” fuperi«
ors) any of thofe pretended conftituted lodges, whe
bold nothing of the Englifh but their diplomas, and fome
Jew /jmboi and ceremonies which they do not under<

® Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page g5.
4 Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree, No. 1.
t Third Inftru®ion for the fame degree, No: 3..
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fand. Al fuch brethren are perfeély ignorant of
true Mafonry, of its grand obje®, and its real patrons.
Though fome of the greatelt merit are to be found in
fuch lodges, we neverthelefs have ftrong reafons for
not readily allowing them to vifit ours.”* ‘
“ Qur Scotch Knights muft pay great attention to
the regularity of the fubordinate lodges, and muft
above all things attend to the preparation of candidates.
It is here that i a private intercourfe they will fhow a
man that they have probed him to the quick. Surprife
bim by Jome enfnaring queftion in order to obferve
whether he has any prefence of mind. If he be not

. ftaunch to his principles, and fhould expofe his weak

fide, make him feel how great his neceffities are, and
how neceffary it is for him to be guided entirely
by us.”t .

“The Deputy Mafter of the Lodge (who is generally
the auditor of the accounts) muft alfo be a member of
our Secret Chapter. He will perfuade the lodges that
they dlone diqu/g of their funds ; but be will take care to
employ them according to the views of the Order. Should
it at any time be neceflary to help one of our brethren,
the propofition is made to the lodge ; though the bro-
ther thould net even be a Mafon, no matter, fome ex-
pedient muft be found to carry the point.”

“ No part of the capital, however, muft in any cafe
‘be alienated, that hereafier we may find the neceffary
Junds for the moft important undertakings. The tenth
part of the fubfcriptions of thefe lodges muft be an-
nually carried to the Secret Chapter. The treafurer to
whom thefe funds muft be tranfinitted, fhall colleét
them, and endeavour by all kinds of expedients to
augment themn’t

“ But befare any part of our own funds are appro-
priated to the help of any of our brethren, every effort
fhall be made to procure .the neceffary fuccours from
the funds belonging to lodges which do not pertain to
our fyltem.—.In general, the smoney which thefe lodges
Jpend in a ufelefs manner, [hould be converted io the ad-
vancement of our grand objecl.’§

“ Whenever a learned Mafon (hall enter our Order,

* 1hid. No. 5. + 1bid. No. 9.
§ ‘third Inftruction for the fame degree, No. 132 § Ihid. 13,
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-he muft be put under the immediate dire®ion of our
Scotch Knights”* :
From what code can Weifhaupt, or his compiler
Knigge, have feleGted fuch ¥aws as thefe for their
Scotch Knights? Many readers will be ready to anfwer,
that they muft have learned them from a Mandrin, a
.- Cartouche, or fome hero of the gibbet. But it is no
fuch thing :---their own ingenuity was fufficient to in-
vent fuch dotrines. Weiﬁlaupt lays down as a prin-
ciple, that the end jufiifies the means :. he made the ap-
plication of it when he taught his adepts to rob the
libraries of Princes and Religious Orders ; his compiler
flinig&e applies the fame principle to the funds of the
honeft Mafons; and we Elall aon fee what ufe they
made of thofe funds. It will be in vain for the Illumi-
nee (more zealous for the honour of his founder than
for that of the compiler Knigge) to objec, that Weif-
haupt never approved of the gegrce of Scotch Knight.
It is true he never much admired it. But it is not the
fyftem of theft (evidently deduced from his own prin-
.ciples) that he reprobates ; not a fingle expreffion in
. any of his letters can denote that he did fo ; for Knigge
might have anfwered, what do thofe fools of Mafons do
with that money ? juft as Weifhaupt had written what
do thofe rafcals of Monks do with their rare books ? He
blamed it not for its principles, but becaufe he thought
it a miferable -compo}tion s der elende Scottifche ritter
grade are the terms in which he exprefles his contempt.
‘When he corretted this degree, the thefts were not the
parts which he expunged; they were too ferviceable
to the Order. Weifhaupt, however, confented to let
this degree (fuch as it was) ferve as a preparation for
the mylteries of his Epoptes; that is to fay, for his
priefts of Illuminifm; and when confidered in that
light it may be truly faid, that the Knights brigands
were but pitiful and miferable indeed. T will, how-
ever, give the reader an opportunity of judging for
himfelf. :

¥ Third Inftru&tion for the fame degree, No. 16
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CHAP. IX.

Scventh Part of the Code of the Illuminees.—-Clafs of the
Myfteries.-—-Of the leffor Mpyfleries ; the Epopt ox
Pricft of Tlluminifm.

HOWEVER accurately the Se@® may have afcer-
tained the progrefs of its adepts in the prepara-
tory degrees, ftill Weifhaupt, feems to fear that fome
may be {tartled when they come to be acquainted with

. the ultimate views of Illuminifm. He wifhes therefoge

to lead them to his darkeft plots by gradual fhades.

- Hence the divifion of leffer and greater myfteries, and

or prelimi-
mary exam-
mation,

the fubdivifion into degrees. The firft degree into
which the adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of
Epopt ; but thefe new dignitaries are only known by
that title to the inferior clafs; the bigher degrees call
them Priefis.*

Let not the reader take alarm at the denomination
of leffer myfleries, as if they were of no confequence ;
for he will gradually, as he afcends, difcover their dark
defigns and dealings. But before the adept is allowed
to proceed, he muft collet every thing that his mind,
his memory, or all his former leffons can afford, of
anti-religious and anti-focial principles, to enable him to
give written anfwers to the following queftions :

“1. Do you think the prefent ftate of nations corre-
fponds with the object for which man was placed upon
earth? For example, do governments, civil affociations,
or religion, attain the ends for which they were de-
figned? Do the {ciences to which men apply furnifh

. them with real lights; are they conducive (as they

ought to be) to real happinefs? Are they not, on the
contrary, the offspring of numberlefs wants, and of the
unnatural ftate in which men live? Are they not the
crude inventions of crazy brains, or of geniufes labori-
oufly fubtle ?”

“ II. What civil affociations and what fciences do you
think tend or do not tend to the grand object? Did
there not formerly exilt an order o% things more fim-
ple? What fort of an idea can you form of that an-
cient ftate of the world ?” :

" ® Philo to Spartacus.—Inftructions for this degree.
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“11I. Now that wé have pafled through all thofe
nullities (or through all thofe ufelefs and vain forms of
our civil conftitutions) do you think that it would be
poflible to return back to the original and noble {implicis
ty of our forefathers? Suppofing we had returned to it;
would not our paft misfortune render that ftate more
durable? Would not all mankind be in a fimilar ftate
with an individual who, having enjoyed the fweets of
innocence during his childhood, and fallen a prey to
error and his paflions during his youth, at length, in-
ftru@ted by the rifks he has run, and by experience,
endeavours to return to that innocence and purity
which rendered his childhood fo happy 2”

“IV. What means were beft to be employed for
reftoring mankind to that happy ftate? Should it be
by public meafures, by -violent revolutions, or by any
means that fhould enfure fuccefs ?”

“ V. Does not the Chriftian Religion in all its puri
ty afford fome indications, ‘dpes it not hint at {fome

ftate or happinefs fimilar to this? Does it not even -

prepare it :

~ “ VI Is this holy and fimple religion really what

different fecs profefs it to be at this prefent day, or is

it more perfe& »” : ‘
“ VII. Can this more perfe@ Chriftianity be known

or taught ? Could the world (fuch as it now is) fupport

a ftronger degree of light? Do you not think thar, be- *

fore the numberlefs obftacles could be removed, it
would be proper to preach to mankind a religion
more perfed, a philofophy more elevated, and the art
of each one’s governing himfelf according to his
greateft advantage

“ VIII. Would not our moral and political views
lead men to oppofe this blefling? From our political
and moral views then, or from an ill-judged intereft,
or even from deep-rooted prejudices, thefe obftacles
eriginate. If men, therefore, oppofe the renovation
of human happinefs, is it not becaufe, flaves to ancient
forms, they reje® and reprobate every thing which is
not to be f{)und in thofe forms, though it fhould be the
moft natural, the grandeft, and moft noble of all
poffible things? Does not perfona! intereft, alas! at
]l:eﬁ“nt predominate over the general intereft of man-

ind '
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~ « IX. Muft we not then filertly and gradually remes
dy thofe diforders before we can flatter ourfelves with
the re-eftablithment of the golden age? Meanwhile, is
it not advifeable 2o diffeminate the truth in Secret
Societies 27 ' o

«X. Can we trace any fuch fecret do&rine in the
ancient {chools of the fages, or in the allegorical
leffons given by Jefus Chrift, the Saviour and liberator
of mankind, to his moft intimate difciples? Have you
not obferved a fort of gradual education in that art
which you fee has been tranfmitted to our Order, from
the higheft antiquity ?* EE

Should the anfwers of the Candidate to all thefe

the Epopt. queftions fhow that the progrefs he has made in his

gradual education is not what the Order had reafon
to expe@, he will folicit in vain the advancement he
hoped for. Should his anfwers be equivocal, he will
reccive orders to prepare new ones, or to be more ex-
plicit.+ But if he fhow the proper difpofitions, and

. the Se& forefee no probability of his being ftartled at

the leffons of the Hierophant on thofe grand objeds
which are to be difclofed to him, the Superiors give
their affent, and a fynod of the illuminizeg riefthood
is held. The day of the initiation is fixed. At the
hour agreed "upon, the introducing adept waits upon
his new profelyte and takes him into a carriage. The
windows being clofed, the candidate blind-folded, and
the coachman - continually winding and varying his
courfe, are precautions more than {ufficient to hinder
the profclyte from ever being able to trace the {pot
to which he is conducted. Led by the hand, and {till
blind-folded, he flowly afcends to the porch of the
temple of the myfteries. His guide then divefts him
of the Mafonic nfignia, puts a drawn fword into his
haud, takes off the bandage from his eyes, and leaves
him, ftri&ly forbidding him to proceed a ftep until he
hears the voice which is to call him. He is then left
to his reflections.

With refpe to the pomp of the myfteries, when
the Brethren celebrate them in all their {plendour, the
walls of the temple are hung in red, and lighted up
with an immenfe. number of candles or lamps. A

* Inftru&ion for this degree. '

+ 1bid. further inftructions on the admiffion to the degree of Prieft

»
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Yoice is at length heard, faying,  Come ! enter unhap.
% py fugitive! The fathers wait for you; enter and
@ Hmt the door after you.” The profelyte obeys the
voice which calls him. At the bottom of the temple
he beholds a throne under a rich canopy with a table
before it, on which lie a crown, a fceptre, a fword,
fome pieces of gold money, anci precious jewels, all
interlaid with chains. At tic foot of this table, on a
fcarlet caufhion, is thrown a white robe, a girdle, and
the fimple ornaments of the facerdotal coltume. The
Frofelytc, ftanding at the bottom of the temple and in
ront of the throne, is addreffed by the Hierophant as
follows : « Bchold and fix thine eyes on the fplendour
“of the throne. If all this childifh mummery, thefe
“ crowns, thefe fceptres, and all thefe monuments of
“ human degradation, have any charms in your eyes,
¥ {peak ; and it may be in our power to gratify your
« wifhes. Unhappy man! if fuch are your objedts, if
¢ you wifh to rif¢ to power that you may affilt in the
% oppreffion of your Brethren, go, and at your peril
“ make the trial. Are you in queft of power, of
“ force, of falfe honours, and of fuch fuperfluities,
* we will labour for yous we will procure fuch tran-
¥ fient advantages for you, we will place you as near
¥ the throne as you can defire, and will leave you to
% the confequences of your folly; but obferve, out
% fan@uary fhall be for ever fhut againft you.”

. “ On the contrary, do you wifh to be Initiated into
“ wifdom, would you teach the art of rendering men
¥ better, more free and more happy, then be welcome,
% be thrice welcome. Here you behold the attributes
“ of Royalty, and there, on the cufhion, you fee the
“ modeft veftment of innocence ; make thy choice, and
“ let it be the choice which thy heart fhall di¢tate.”

If contrary to all expedtations, the Candidate fhould
make choice of the regalia, he hears a thundering
voice exclaim, “ Monfter, retire! ceafe to pollute this
“holy place ! Begone, fly, before it be too late.” At
thefe words he is%ed out of the temple by the Brother
‘who introduced him.---But fhould he chufe the white
robe, how different will be the language! ¢« Healih
* and falutation to thy great and noble foul! Such
@ was the choice we expected from you. But ftop, it

Yol III. P '
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« is not permitted td you to inveft yourfelf with thiaf
“ robe, until you have learned to what you are inm
« future deftined by us.”*

The Candidate is then ordered to be feated. The
Code of the Myfteries is opened, and the Brethren in
filence attend to the Oracles of the Hierophant.

Now, reader, you who have been through fo long a
courfe of trials, queftions, rituals, and infidious degrees;
who have been led through all the preparatory laby-
rinth of illuminized education, if @till you be in thé
dark as to the objet of fuch precautions and artifices,
follow e into this den which the Se& dares call the
holy place ; feat thyfelf b{' the adept, and liften to their
Oracles.---This is the maiter-piece of the founder. Hear
with patience, though your indignation fhould be ex-
cited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifin, in impiety,
in blafphemy againft your gofpel and your God, tfeach-
ery againft your Magiftrates, your country, and its
laws, againft your titles and your rights, againft thofe
of your anceffors and your progeny--Let Kings and
Subjects, the rich and poor, the merchant and the fa-
bourer, let every clafs of citizens attend ; let them
hearken, and learn at length what hellith plots are
contriving againft them in the dark receffes of thefe
diabolical dens. In vain fhall the lethargic foul accnfe
us of credulity or groundlefs terrors. Thofe leffons
which the Se& view as the mafter-piece of their code
lie before me, fuch as they flowed from the rgen of the

' Legiflator, fuch as they were publifhed by order of the

Sovereign who feized the archives of the Se&, that a
nations might learn the dreadful dangers with which’
they were menaced.+ I have them again embellifhed
by the compiler of the Se, correed and reviewed by
the Council of the Areopagites, attefted by the compiler
as true and conformable to the copy figned and fealed
with the figpet of the Sect.f
Read then, and rock thyfelf to fleep in the cradle of
voluntary ignorance if thou canft, content with having
affured thyfelf thet every confpiracy againft the ex-
iftence of civil fociety or of all government whatever,

" * Ibid. further Inftructions on the admiffion to the degree of Prieft.
4 Original Writings, Vol. II. Part 2. ’
$ Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus, from Page 10 to 70, and cestiz

$cates of Philg at the beginning of this degree, ‘



CHE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY,.

gvery confpiracy againft the exiftence of property, can

be but a chimera.

It is to the Candidate, and in prefence of the Breth-
ren already initiated to thefe myfteries, that the Illu-
minizing Prefident addreffes the following difcourfe :

Difeourfe of the Hierophant for the Degree of Prieft or
‘ *  Epopt of the Tlluminees.}

“ At length (he fays) the time of your reward fuc-.
ceeds to the trials of an affiduous preparation. At
prefent you know yourfelf, and have learned to know
others; you are what you ought to be, fuch as we
withed to fee you. It will now be your duty to con<
du&t others.-—~What you already know, and what you
are about to learn, will expofe to your view the ex~
treme weaknefs of human nature. In this advantage
alone lies the true fource of power which one man ex-
ercifes over another. The dark clouds diffipate ; the
fun of light rifes; the gates of the fan@tuary unfold ;
a portion of our myfteries is going to be revealed to
you. Let the gates of the temple be {hut againft the
profane ; I wxﬁ only fpeak to the Illuftrious, to the
Holy, to. the Ele&. I {peak to thofe who have ears
to hear, who have tongues which they can com-
mand, and who. bave minds fufficiently enlight¢ned.
80 underftand.

“ Surrounded by the Illuftrious, you are about to.
enter into that clag which bears an effential part in the
government of our fublime Order. But do you know
what it is to govern, can you conceive what this right
<an be in a fecret fociety 2 To exercife fuch an empire,
aot over the vulgar or the grandees of the people, but-

} I have compared the two editions of this difcourfe. The firft gives.
R juft as Weithaupt compofed and pronounced it at his firft initiations.
fecond has been corre@ed by his adept the Baron Knigge, known
by the chara&eriftic of Philo. All the difference that 1 could obferve
was a flight refinement of the ftyle in fome parts, while prolix paf-
fages hadieen added in others. T remarked, that the Compiler Knigge
$ed literally copied all the impious, feditious, and frantic leffons of the-
original—d have given the preference to the original. In place of adding,
Ithall rather retrench, and only mention the moft ﬁrikiqgl paflages,
waking fuch refleions as circumftances may require. Weithaupt, ac-.
cording to the idiom of the German lauguage, always addrefled the-
Candidatc in the third perfon plural : in this particular, we have followe-
e Kaigge's correction, as more fuitable with our language.

Vol. JIL P2
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over the moft accomplithed men, over men in all fta-
tions, of all nations, of all religions; to reign over them
without any exterior conftraint, to keep them united
by durable bonds, ta infpire them all with one fpirit ;
to govern with all poflible precifion, adtivity, and fi-
lence, men fpread over the whole furface of the globe,
even to its utmoft confines. This is a problem which
no political wifdom has ever been able to folve. To
reunite the diftin@tions of Equality, Defpotifm, and Li-
berty ; to prevent the treafons and perfecutions which
would be the inevitable confequences; of nothing, to
create great things ; to ftand firm again(t the {welling
torrent of evils and abufe ; to make happinefs univer-

fally fhine on human nature ; would be a mafter-piece

of morality and polity reunited. The civil eonftitu-
tions of ftates offer but little aid to fuch an undertak.
ing. Fear and violence are their grand engines ;
with us, each one is voluntarily to lend his affiftance.
.« +. Were men what they ought to be, we might on

_their firft admiffion into our fociety explain the great-

nefs of our plans to them ; but the lure of a fecret is
perhaps the only mean of retaining thofe who might
turn their backs upon us as foen as their curiofity had
been gratified : The ignorance or imperfec education
of many makes it requifite that they fhould be firft
formed by our moral leffons. The complaints, the
murmurs of others againft the trials to which we are
obliged to condemn them, fufficiently fhow you what
pains we muft beftow, with what patience and what
conftancy we muft be endowed ; how intenfely the love
of the grand obje& muft glow in our hearts, to make
us keep true to our pofts in the midft of fuch unthank.
ful lzbpur ; and not abandon for ever the hope of re-
generating mankind.” R .

“ It is to partake with us of thefe labours that you
have been called, To obferve othérs day and night ;
to form them, to fuccour them, to watch over them ;
to ftimulate the courage of the pufillanimous, the ac.
tivity and the zeal of the lukewarm j to inftre& the i%,

norant ; to raife up thofe who bhave fallen, to forti

thofe who ftagger; to reprefs the ardour of rafhnefs,

to prevent difunion ; to veil the faults and weaknefles

of others ; to"guard again{t the acute inquifitivenefs of
wit; to prevent imprudence and treafon ; in fhert, to



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

\

~maintain the fubordination to and eftcem of our Sum
Pperiors, and friendfhip and union among the Brethren,
.are the duties, among others flill greater, that we
impofe upon you.”

“ Have you any idea of fecret focieties ; of the rank
they hold, or of the parts they perform in the events
of this world? Do you view them as infignificant or
tranfient meteors? O, Brother! God and Nature, when
difpofing of all things according to the proper times
and places, had their admirable ends in view ; and they
make ufe of thefe fecret focicties as the only and as the
sndifpenfable means of condulling us thither.”

“ Hearken, and may you be filled with admiration !
This is the point whither all the moral tends; it is on

- this that depends the knowledge of the right of fecret
focieties, of all our do&trine, of all our ideas of good
-and bad, of juft and unjuft. You are here fituated be-
tween the world paft and the world to come. Caft
your eyes boldly on what has paffed, and in an inftant
. ten thoufand bolts fhall fall, and thoufands of gates
{hall burft open to futurity--You fhall behold the nex-
- hauftible riches of God and of Nature, the degradation
- and the dignity of man. You fhall fee the world and
‘human nature in its youth, if not in its childhood, even
there where you thought to find it in its decrepitude
. and verging towards its ruin and ignominy.”
" Should this long exordium, which I have neverthe-
lefs abridged, have fatigued the reader, let him reft
and reflett for an inftant. The enthufiaftic ftrain
which predominates in this firft part pervades the
whole. Weifhaupt- thought it neceffary to his obje&
to afford his profelytes no time for refletion. He be-
gins by inflaming them; he fyromifcs great things;
though this impious and artful mountebank knows
that he is going to fob them off with the greateft fol-
lies, the groffeft impieties and errors. 1 have called
him an impious and artful mountebank ; but that is
falling far fhort of what the proofs atteft. Weifhaupt
knows that he deceives, and wifhes to delude his pro-
{elytes in the moft atrocious manner. When he has
-mifled, he fcoffs at them, and with his confidants de-
- «rides their imbecility. He has, however, his reafons
for beguiling them, and knows for what ufes he in-
tends them when be has infufgd into them his erroneous
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and vicious principles. The greater the confideration
they may enjoy in the world, the more heartily he
laughs at their delufion. He thus writes to his inti-
mate friends: “ You cannot conceive how much my

W degree of Pricft is admired by our people. But

¢ what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great
« proteftant and reformed divines, who are of our Or-
« der, really believe that that part of the difcourfe
« which alludes to religion contains the true {pirit and
« real fenfe of Chriftianity ; poor mortals ¥ what could
« I not make you belicve ?---Candidly I own to you,
« that I never thought of becoming the founder of a
“religion.”* In this manner does the impoftor de-
hude his followers, and then fcoffs at them, in private.
‘Thefe great divines were probably of that clafs amon
the proteftants which we fhould, among us, call apoE
tates, a Syeyes or an Autun, for example; for it is
impoffible that any man endowed with common fenfe
or candour conld avoid feeing that the whole tendency
of this long difcourfe is the total aoverthrow of all res
ligion and of all government.

A fecond obfervation well worthy the netice of our
readers is, the extreme importance which the Sect gives
to fecret focieties, and what mighty expectations it
grounds on their myfterious exiftence. Let nations
and chiefs of nations examine themfelves, refle®t whe-
ther they have ever calculated the means and impor-
tance of thefe fecret focieties fo well as thofe who
founded them; and fay, whether fear and diffidence
on the one fide fhould not keep pace with the expeca~
tions and confidence of the other. But let us retura .
to the Lodge wherein Weifhaupt initiates his adepts.

Continuing his enthufiaftic ftrain, the Hierophant in~
forms the profelyte, that Nature, having a great plan
to develop, begins by the leffer and moft imperfe&
parts; that {he then regularly proceeds to the middle
terms, to bring things to a ftate of perfection ; which
ftate may ferve as a point whence fhe may again de-
part, to raife them to a higher order of perfeétion.

“ Nature (fays he) makes us begin at infancy, from
infancy fhe raifes us to manhood. She at firft left us.
in the favage ftate, but foon brought us to civilization,

* Orig. Writ. Vol. IL Let. 18, from Weithaupt to Zwack
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perhaps that we might be more fenfible, more enraps
tured and tenacious of what we are, from viewing the
contrat of what we were.  But-to what changes, and
thofe of an order infinitely more important, does our
future deftiny lead ust” o

Were the candidate mafter of his own reafon, he
muft conclude from thefe principles, that human na-
ture had acquired perfe®ion when paffing from the
favage {tate to that of civil fociety ; that if he is ftill
to acquire perfection it can never be by returning to
his primitive ftate. But fophifters have their tortuofi-.
ties, and the adepts are involved in a folly and blind-
nefs, with which the Almighty God permits them to
be ftricken,’ fince they prefer error to truth, and ime
piety to Chriftianity. :

% As has the individual man (continues the Hiero-
phant) fo human nature in the aggregate has its child-
hood, its youth, its manhood, and its old age. At each
of thefe periods mankind learn and are {ubje& to frefh
wants----hence arife their political and moral revolu-
tions——It js at the age of manhood that human na.
ture appears in all its digpity. It is then that, taught
by long experience, man conceives at length how great
a misfortune it is for him to invade the rights of others,
to avail himfelf of fome few advantages, purely exte-

rior, to raife himfelf, to the prejudice of others. It is

then that he fees and feels the happinefs and dignity of
” '

WThe firlt age of mankind is that of favage and
uncouth nature. A family is the whole fociety ;
hunger and thirft eafily quenched, a fhelter from the
inclemency of the {eafons, a woman, and after fatigue,
reft, are then the only wants. At that period, men en-
Joyed the. swo moft incflimable blefings Equavity axp
Lizsrty ; they emjoyed them to their utmoft extent 3
they would have forever enjoyed them, bad they chofen to
foliow the track <which Nature bad traced for them---or
had it not entered the plans of God and Nature firft to
thow man for what bappinefi he was deflined ; happi-
hefs the more precious, as he had begun by tafting of
it; happincfs fo early loft, but inftantaneouily regretted
and fruitlefsly fought after, until hic fhould have learn-
ed how to make a proper uf of his [trength, and how to
wndyct bim{clf in his intercourfe with the reft of
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mankind. In his primitive ftate he was deftitute of
the conveniencies of life, but he was not on that ac.
count unhappy; not knowing them he did not feel
the want of them. Health was his ordinary {tate, and
zhyﬁcal pain was his only fource of uncafinefs----Ok
appy mortals ! who were not fufficiently enlightened to
difturb the repofe of your mind, or to feel thofe great
agents of our miferies the love of power and of diftinc-
tions, the propenfity to fenfuality, the thirft after the
reprefentative figns of all wealth, thofe truly original
fins with all their progeny, envy, avarice, intempe-
rance, ficknefs, and all the tortures of imagination ¥
. Thus we fee this primitive and favage ftate, this
firft cffiy of Nature, already transformed “(in the
mouth of the Hierophant) into the happieft ftate that
man ever knew : Eguality and Liberty are the fove.
reign principles of happinefs in that ftate. Should the
reader be as much blinded as the profelyte, and net
{ee whither all this is tendi?, let him proceed, and
hear how man was deprived of this happinefs by the

_inftitution of civil focieties.

“ An unfortunate germ foon vivifies in the breaft of
man, and his primitive peace and felicity difappear.”

“ As families multiplied, the means of fubfiftence
began to fail ; the nomade (or roaming) fife ceafed, and
PI%OPERTY Sflarted into exiftence ; men chofe habi-
tations ; agriculture made them intermix. Language
became univerfal ; living together, one man began to
meafure his ftrength with another, and the weaker
were diftinguithed from the ftronger. 'This undoubt-
edly crcatcf the idea of mutual defence, of one indi-
vidual governing divers families reunited, and of thus
defending their perfons and their fields againft the in-
vafion of an enemy ; but bence Liserty was ruined
in its foundation and Equavriry difappeared.

¢ Opprefled with wants unknown until that period,
aman perceived that his own powers were no longer
{fufficient. To fupply this defe&, the weakeft impru-
dently fubmitted to the ftrongéft or to the wifeft; not
however to be ill-treated, but that he might be pro-
tected, condu®ed, and enlightened.----All fubmiflion,
therefore, even of the moft unpolithed mortal, has an
exiftence only in as much as be wants the perfon to

-whom he fubjeéts himfelf, and on the exprefs condition
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that that perfon can fhecour him. His power ceales
when my weaknefs no longer exifts, or whew another
tcquires fuperiority. Kings are fathers s the paternad
wer is at an end when the child bas acquired bis
Sbrength. The father would offehd bis children if ke
pretended to prolong lbns rights beyond that term. Every
man_having athained to years of difirstion may govern
bimfelf ; when a whole nation therefore is arrived at
that period, there can exift no further plea for keeping
it in wardhip?
- In putting fuch language into the mouth of the Hie:
rophant, the founder of Iluminifm had too well ftudied
the ftrength and illofion of words; he had been too
cautious in the choice and preparation of his adepts
~ ever to fear that any of them would anfwer, « You
who thus give oracles, what do you underftand by na:
tions having aftained their majority? Without doubt
fuch as, having emerged from ignorance and bar-
barifm, have acquired the lights neceffary for their
happinefs ; and to what can they be indebted for thefe
lights and thtis happinefs, if not to their civil affocia-
tion? It will be then, if ever, that they will find it
both reafonable and neceffary to remain under the
- guardian/bip of their laws and of their government,
ft they fhould fall back into the barbarifm and ig-
norance of the roaming clans, or be precipitated into
the horrors of amarchy, from revolution to revolution,
under the fucceflive tyranny of the brigand, of the ex-
ecutioner of the fophifticated defpot, or under that of
a fophifter Syeyes and his colegiflative Marfeillois, of
2 Robefpierre and his guillotines, of the TFriumvirs
and their profcriptions. The populace alone in the
minority of ignorance, the fophifters alone in the
majority of wickednefs and corruption, fhall applaud
thy myfteries.”

Certain of not meeting with fuch refle®ions from
the adepts, the Hierophant continues to inculcate his
principles by attributing every thing to ftrength, and
deftroying all principles of morality or of reafon,
though he will affect the tone of both; and ends by
forming his judgment on man in fociety, as he would
judge tigers and wild beafts in the forcfts--Thefe are
his new doétrines. .

Yol. IIL Q
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“ Never did ftrength {ubmit%o weakpefs.---Natoré:
has deftined the weak .to ferve, beraufe they .have
wants ; the ftrong mando govern, becaufe he can be.
ufeful. Let the one Jofe his force, and the other ac-
quire it, they will th&® change fituations, and he that
obeyed will command. He that ftapds in need of an-
other, alfo depernds wpon him, and he has renounced
to him his rights. Hehce few wants is the firft ftep to-
wards liberty. [t is for this reafon that the favages are
the moft enlightened of men, and perbaps they alone are
free.*  When wants are durable, fervitude is alfo laft-
ing. Safety is a durable want. Had men refrained
from all injuftice, they would have remained free ; it
was injuftice which made them bend beneath the yoke.
To acquire fafety, they depofited the whole force in
the hands of one man; and thus created a new evil,
that of fear. The work of thejr own hands frighten-
ed them ; and to lige in fafewy they robbed themfelves
of that very fafety. - This is the cafe of our govern-
ments---Vhere then fhall we find a protecling force ? In
union ; but how rare alas! is that union, except in our
new and fecret affociatipns, better guided by witdom,
and leagued in ftraiter bonds ! and hence it is that na-
ture itfelf inclines us towards thefe affociations.”

Subtle as is the artifice in this defcription of human
nature, and in that affeation of beholding on the one-
fide nothing but tyrants and defpots, and on the other
only opprefled and trembling flaves in the ftate of fo-
ciety ; whatever fhare nature may have had in the in-
ftitution of focial order, or in reclaiming mankind from
forefts and wildernefles to live under laws and a com-
mon chief ; the Hierophant neverthelefs exultingly ex-
claims, “ Such is the faithful and philofophic pi¢ture of
defpotifm and of liberty, of our withes and of our.
fears. Dci}l)]otifm was engrafted on liberty, and from
defpotifm fhall liberty once more fpring. The re-
union of men in fociety is at once the cradle and the

rave of defpotifm; it is alfo the grave and cradle of

iberty. e were once poffeffed of liberty, and we loft
it, but to find it again and never to lofe it more ; to learn
by the very privation of it the art of better mjoying it in

- future” Reader, obferve thefe words; if they do not

* Darum find wilde; und im hochften grad aufgeklirte, veilleichty
dic einzige freye menfchen,
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evidently point out the objeét of the.Se&, if you do not
perceive the wifh. of bringing mankind back to thofe
times of the nomade herds of favages, and of*men defs
titute of property, laws, or government, read and con-
vince yourfelf by what follows: « Nature ¥rew men
from the favage flate and re-united them in civil focie-
ties 3 from thefe focicties we proceed to further wifbes,
and to a wifey choice (aus den ftaaten tretten wir in neue
Kuger gewablte.) New affociations prefent themfclves
2o thefz wifbes, and by their means we return to the flate
whence we came, not again to run the former courfé,
but better to enjoy our new deftiny let us explain
this myftery.”

- % Men thert had poffed from their peaceable [late to the
yoke of fervitude ; Eden, that terreftrial paradife, was loft
20 them. Subjells of fin and flavery, they were reduced
o fervitude, and obliged to gain their bread by the fweat
" of their brow.---In the number of thefe men {ome pro-
mifed to prote&, and thus became their chiefs---at firt
they reigned over herds or clans—--thefe were foon ei-
ther conquered, or united together in order to form a
numerous people ; hence arofe nations and their-chiefs
=~-Kings of nations. At the formation of ftates and
nations, the world ceafed to be a grear family, to be a
fingle empire; the great bond of nature’ was rent
afunder.” -

The impudence of fuch affertions muft aftonith the.
reader ; he will afk himfelf, can there poflibly exift
beings thus belying evidence itfelf, and pretending to
fhow the univerfe forming but one and the fame fami-
ly, and the grand bond of nature in thofe roaming and
fcattered herds, where the child can fcarcely walk
when he is feparated from his father? How is it pof-
fible to reprefent mankind as divorcing from the great.
family, at the very period when they unite under the
fame chiefs and the fame laws, for their mutual pro-
tection and fafety? But, reader, fufpend thy indigna-
tion. Let us call up-in evidenee againft the Se& thofe
brigands and fophifticated murderers which it decora-
ted with the high-founding title of Patriots, and which
it {timulated to bloodfhed and methodized murder by
the fanaticifing founds of people, nation, country. Ax
the very time that they rend the air with fuch accents,
. Vol. lIL. Q2 -
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with names {o dear as they pretend, hear the maledic-
tions which their mylteries heap upon every people,
every nation, every couinry.

At that period whep men re-upited and formed na-
tions, “ they ceafed to acknowledge a common name---
Nationalif, or the love for a parsicular nation, took
place of the general love. With' the divifion of the
globe and ofg its ftates, benevolence was reftrained
within certain limits, beyond svhich it could no longes
trefpafs.——Then it became a merit to extend the
pounds of ftates at the expence of the neighbourin
ones. Then it became lawful to abufe, offend, an§
defpife foreigners, to attain that end--vmd this virtue
was fyled patriotifm ; :and he was ftyled a pasriot, who,
juft towards his countrymesn, and unjuft to ethers, was
blind to the merits of -ftrangers, and believed the very
vices of his own country to be perfeftions.~In fuch a
cafe, why not reftrain that love within a marrower
compafs, to citizens living in the fame town, or to the
members of one family ; or why even fhould not each
perfon have concentrated his affections in higpfelf 2 We
really bebeld Patriotifm generating Localifm, the confined
Jpirit of families, aud at lengih ﬁéoﬂﬁn. Henge ihe ortn
gin of flates and governmentsy, and of civil fociety, hat

Ii the feeds of difeord, and Patriotifm
bas found its punifbment in itflf. . . . . Diminifb, rea
Ject that lowve of the country, and wankind will once more.
bearn to know and love each other as men. Partiality
being caft afide, thgt union of hearts will omce more
appear and expand itfelf--on the contrary, extend the
bonds of Patriotifin, and you will teach man that it i
impoffible to blame the clofer contraction of love, to a

- fingle family, to a fingle perfon, in a word, to the

fricleft Egotifm

But let us abridge thefe blafphemies. The Hiero-
phant, under pretence of his univerfal love, may vent
his fpleen againft the diftinétions of Grecks ar Remians,
of French or Englifh, of Italian or Spanith, of Pagan
or few, of Chriftians or Muabemetans, which denote
nations and their religions: he may tepeat, if he
pleafes, that amid{t thef¢ different denominations that
of man is overleoked ; what will be the refult of fuch
declamation ?---With our illuminizing do&or, in com.
mon with every clafs of the diforganizing fophiﬁgrs,



‘THE . ANTISOCIAL OONSPIRACY:

# ‘not this pretended univerfal love to be a cloak fox
the moft odious hypoerify? He only pretends to uni.
verfal philanthropy, that he may difpenfe with loving his
neighbour.  He detefts the love of one’s copntry, only
becaufe he detefts the laws of nations; he cannot even
brook the love of one’s family (he has given us a fine
fpecimen in the perfon of his fifter,) and he will fubfti-
tute that univerfal love becaufe he is no more attached
to them than be is to the Chinefe, the Tartar, or the
Hottentot, which he neither has feen nor ever will fee,
and that all human nature may be equally indifferent
to him. He extends the bond that it may lof¢ its clafe
Xdicity and difcontinue its a@ion.---He calls himfelf citis
zen of the univerfe, that he may ceafe t¢ be a citizen
in his own country, a friend in fociety, or-a fond father
and dutiful child i his own family. = His love, -he tells
us, extends from pole to pole, that he may love nos
thing that is near him. Such is the philanthropy of
eur Cifmopolites! - e

The profelyte ftands aftonifhed in ftupid admiration
at thefe expreflions of univerfal love. The Hierophant
proceeds to the Codes of Nasions. il in ¢xtafy at
thefe do@rines, he learns that they are in dire@ oppofi-
tion o the laws of nature; nor will be even perceive
that his new code is in dire@ eppofition to the very
firft laws of nature, as it eradicates the love of one’s
own family and that of one’s country. Nor will he
afk, why the fulfilling of his duty towards his fchow.
countrymen {hould hinder him from treating the bar-
barian or the favage with proper affeétion? Then
follow new fophifins, to perinade the adept that the
original fault of man was, the derelition of the Equa-
ity and Liberfy of the favage ftate by the infticution of

etvil laws.

Here, more than ever, are calummy and hatred
blended with enthufiafia by the Hierophant, who, re.
- viewing the diffcrent ages of the world fince the exift-
¢nce of civil inftitutions, pitures nations as groaning
wnder oppreflion, defpotém, and flavery, or gluited
with the blood of wars and revolutious, which always
terminate in tyranny. At ome time it is the reprefen-
tation of Kings furrovnding themfelves ‘with herds or
legions called foldiers, i order to gratify their ambi.
us by conquelts on ftrangers, ar to reign by terror

‘tog
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over their enflaved fubje@s; at other times, it is'the

. people themfelves brandifhing their arms, not to attack

tyranny in its fource, but merely to change their ty-
rants.  If they think of giving themfclves reprefenta-
tives, it -is thefe very reprefentatives, who, forgetting
that they only bold their miffions and powers from the
people, form Ariftecracies and Oligarchies, which all end
by flowing into the general refervoir of Monarchy and
Defpotifin.  He never lofes fight of his fophifin of hu-
man nature degraded and vilified under the yoke of
tyranny. Thefe declamations, enthufiatically pro=
pounced, at length make the profelyte exclaim,-in uni-
fon with his malter, “-dre fuch then the confequences of:
« the inflitution of flates and of civil fociety ? O folly r
« oy people ! that you did not forefee the fate that await-
“ed you; that you fhould yourfelves have feconded your
“ defpots in degrading buman nature to fervitude, and
“ eyen to the cowdition of the brute I” ‘
Could a true philofopher have been prefent, his heart
muft have burft with generous indignation ; he would
have abruptly challenged the Hierophant to declare
whence he had learned to metamorphofe the annals of
fociety into thofe of brigands and monfters? Is the
hiftory of man then reduced to the records of pligues,
famines, ftorms, tempefts, or'of convulfed elements 2
Have no ferene days thone on man?  Shall the fun be

. reprefented as a malevolent obje®, becaufe it is fome-

times obfcured by fogs or clonds? Are we to fly from -
our habitations becaufe many have been deftroyed by
fire? Shall we curfe life and health becaufe we -are
fubje® to pains and infirmities?- Why elfe this fable
painting of the difafters which have in.the courfe of
ages befallen civil focicty? Why are we to be filent
on the misfortunes from which it has preferved us, or
on the advantz;gcs which it has heaped on man, in re-
claiming him from the forefts? e '
-- But the voice of reafon cannot penetrate into the
den of confpiracy.” The oracles of Weithaupt fhalk
there be confidently repeated by the Hierophant. He
draws nigher and nigher to the grand obje&, to the
means of making thofe misfortunes difappear, which
originate, as he pretends, in the inftitution of laws
and governments. ¢ Oh nature ! he continues, “ how
great and inconteftible are thy rights! It is from the
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womb of di('a&cr and mutual deftru@ion that the

means of fafety fpring ! Oppreflion difappears becaufe .

it meets with abettors, and reafon regains its rights
becaufe people with to ftifle it. He, at leaft, who
wifhes to miflead others, {hould feek to govern them
by the advantages of inftruction and fcience. Kings
themfelves at length perceive, that there is little glory
in reigning over ignorant herds---Legiflators begin to
acquire wildom, and they favour property and induftrys
—-perverfe motives propagate the fciences, and Kings
prote& them as agents of oppreflion. Other men
profit o them to inveftigate the origin of their rights.
They at length feize on that unknown mean of for-
warding a revolution in the human mind, and of thus
triumphing for ever over oppreflion. But the trinumph
would be of fhort duration, and man would fall back
into his degraded ftate, had not Providence in thofe
diftant ages hufbanded the means which it has tran{mit-
ted down to us, of fecretly meditating and at length
operating the falvation of human kind. .
-« Thefe means are, the fecret [chools of Philofophy.
Thefe fehools have been in all ages the archives of nature
and oF THE RIGHTS OF MaN. Thefe fchools fhall one
day retrieve the fall of human nature, axp Princes Axp
NATIONS SHALL DISAPPEAR FROM THE FACE OF THE
SARTH, and that without any violence. Human nature
fhall form one great family, and the earth thall become
the habitation of the man- of reafon.-~Morality fhall

alone produce this great Revclution. The day fhall -

some when each father [hall, like Abrabam and the Pa-
triarchs, hecome the Pricft and abfolute fovereign of bis
family.” REASON SHALL BE THE ORLY BOOK OF LAWS,
the fole code of man. 'THis 1s ONE OF OUR GRAND
mysTERIgs. Attend to the demonfiration of it, and
learn bow it bas been tranfmitted down to us.”

I have already faid, that had my obje& been only to
prave the reality of a Confpiracy formed by Illuminifin
againt the exiftence of every fociety, every civil code,
and every nation; thefe leffons of the Hierophant
would render every other proof fuperfluous. But that

the reader may know the full extent of the dangers.-

which threaten us, it is neceffary that he fhould be
fhown how thofe plots of frenzy become, really tranf
f;ermed into plots of profound wickednefs ; that he
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fhonld be acquainted with the means employed emthua
fiaftically to inflame the minds of whale legions of
adepts. Let us then attend to the Hierophavt. If
g:icncc be neceffary to follow him, greater ftill has

n neceffary to enable me to tranfcribe fuch
doltrines. _

“ What ftrange blinduefs can have induced men
to imagine that human nature was always to be gox
verned as it has hitherto been. . :

“ Where fhall we find a man acquainted with all
the refources of nature? Who dare prefcribe limits,
and fay thus far [palt thou proceed, and o fartber, to
that nature, whofe law is unity in the variegated infi-
nite? Whence thall iffue the command, that # fthalt
always run the fame courfe, and for ever renew .it
again---Where is the being who has condemned men,
the beft, the wifeft, arnd the moft enlightened of men,
to perpetual flavery? Why fhould buman nature be
bereft of its moft perfet attribute, that of governing st
[elf 2 Why are thofe perfons to be dways led who are
capable of condulling themfelves ? Is it then impofible
Jfor mankind or at leaf} the greater past, to come to their
majority > If one be enabled to do it why fhould: not
another ; thow to one perfon what you have ranght
another ; teach him the grand art of maftering his
paffions and rct%ulating his defires ; teach him, that
from his earlieft youth he ftands in need of others;
that he muft abftain from giving offence if he wifhes
not to be offended ; that he muft be beneficent if he
wifhes to receive favours. Let him be patient, .in-

made eafy to him by principles, experience, and ex-
amples; and you will foon fee whether he needs
another to conduct him? 1If it be true, that the great-
er part of mankind are too weak or toe ignorant to
conceive thefe fimple truths, and to be convinced -by
them ; Oh then our happinefs will be at an end, and
let us ceafe to labour at rendering mankind better, or
at fecking to enlighten them.”

« Oh prejudice! oh contradi®ion of the human
mind ! fhall the empire of reafon, the capacity of go-
verning ourfelves be but a chimerical dream feor the
greater number of men, while on the other hand pre-
Judice leads us to believe that fuch is the inherent right
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of the children of Kings, of reigning families, and of
every man whom wifdom or particular circumftances
cender independent 1”? h
‘What horrid artifice is contained in thefe fentences !
The poor profelyte really intagines that he fees the
thoft ftriking contradictions in the very foundations of
our civil focieties. ‘He really thinks that we belicve
them to reft on the bereditary privilege of Kings and
of their children, to be born with all the neceffary wif
dom to condu& themfelves, while nature has refufed
fuch gifts to otherr mortals 3 though Weifhaupt, who
fcoffs in private at the credulity and folly of his adepts,
knows as well as we do, that fuch has never been the
idea even of the moft ignorant populace. He knows
that we believe Kings to be born children like other
men, with the fame weaknefies, the fame paffions, and
like incapacity; he knows as well as we do, that the
gift of condu®ing ourfelves and others is to be acquis
red by.education, and by the helps and lights with
which a man may be encompaffed ; and we know as
well as he does, that the child of the moft obfcure pa-
rentage would often make a better king than many
Sovereigns ; as he might alfo be an excellent magile
trate, or a great general, had he received a pro :
tionate education. But does there hence follow any
contradiion in civil fociety, becaufe, uncertain as to
the perfons who would be the moft proper for governe
ing, but certain of the intrigues and broils which
would accompany the eleion of Kings, it has obviated
thofe inconveniences by hereditary crowns and em.
pires? And after all, what is the meaning of that
fophifticated pretence founded on the power of being
able to conduct one’s felf ?  Queftion the moft prudent
and the wifelt of men, and he will readily fay, though
 do not ftand in nced of laws, magiftrates, or Kings,
to reftrain me from being unjuft towards others, or
* from opprefling and plundering, I yet want their affift-
ance to fecure me from being opprefled or plundered.
The lefs I am inclined to injure others, the more I
need the prote@tion of the law from all injury. You
are plcafe‘rto call my fubmiffion to the laws, flavery ;
I, on. the contrary, look to it as my fafety, and as
the guarantee of that liberty which enables me to do
- Vol 1L R
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anod and to live happy and at peace in fociety. - ¥

ve never heard of laws which forbad me to live
like an honeft man. It is the wicked man only who
recognizes liberty but in the impunity of his crimes;
I feorn fuch liberty, and blefs the hand that deprives
me of it. You call him a tyrant and a defpot, I call
him wy King and my benefaQor. The better I know
how.to condu@ myfelf with refpe& to others, the more
thankful I am to him who hinders others from be-
having ill to me. . 2

The reader muft pardon me for thefe refleétions;: I
know they are fuperfluous to thofe who think; but
-may not this work fall into the hands of perfons as
.credulous as.the unhappy profelyte. In expofing the
envenomed weapons of the Se¢t, let it not be faid
that I withhold the antidote. Should any be ftiit
blind enough not to- perceive the tendency of all thefe
fophifins o% Illuxninillx)x:, let them hearken to the Se®
ardently declaring their hopes; the Hierophant con-
tinues :

“ Are we then fallen from our dignity fo low as'not
even to feel our chains, or to hug them, and not che-
rith the flattering hope of being able to break them,
or to recover our liberty, not by rebellion and violence
(for the time is not yet come,) but by the force of reas
don. Becaufe a thing cannot be accomplifhed to-mor-
row, fhould we defpair of ever being able to effe& it?
Abandon fuch [hort-fighted men to their own reafonings
and their own conclufions ; they may conclude again and
again ; but nature will continue to acl. Inexorable to
all their interefted remonfirances, fhe proceeds, and wo:
thing can impede ber majeftic courfe. Some events may
take place contrary to our wifbes ; but they wik all reétify
of themfelves ; inequalities will be levelled, and a lafting
calm fhall fucceed the tempeft. The only conclufion to
‘be drawn from all thefe objections is, that we are too
much accuftomed to the prefent ftate of things, ot
perhaps felf-intereft has too great fway over us, zo let
us own that it is not impoffible to attain univerfal indepen-
dence-Let then the laughers laugh and the feoffers feoff. He
that obferves and conpares what nature has done with
what the does at prefent, will foon fee, that in fpite.of
all our intrigues {he tends invariably towards her obje&.
Her proceedings are imperegptible to him who refle@s
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dut little; they are vifible only to the fage whofe
mind’s eye penetrates even to the womb of time.—.
From the fummit of the mount he difcovers in the
‘horizon that diftant country, the very exiftence of
v;hich is not furmifed by the fervile multitude of the
‘plain.” '
« The principle means which W’ei{haufpt offers to his
adepts for the conqueft of this land of promife, this
fqil of independence, are, to diminifh the wants of the
fgople, and to enlighten their minds. Hearken-to his
effons, you who, heretofore proteted by your laws,
‘peaceably exercifed an honourable and lucrative pro-
-feflion, -and you who, once tivak of the flourithing
‘commerce of Great Britain on the immenfity of
the ocean, are now but the forrowful ‘and dejected
‘toafters of the Texel, imprudent difciples of a difor
'gniz.ing Se@.--Learn, that it is in the fecret hatred
‘fworn-againft you by the Se in its myReries, that you
‘are to feek the deftru®ion of Lyons, the pillage of
‘Bourdeaux, the ruin of Nantes andy Marfeilles, the fate,
i fhert, of fo many other towns flourifhing 40 com-
‘merce, even the fate of Amfkerdam itfelf ; and then let &
our aching eye glance on your trees of Equality and
siberty. At the very time when you thought that you
were- feconding the views of the feét againft the No-
bles, Priefts, and Monarchs, only to reinftate the peo-
ple in their rights of Liberty and Equality, the Se&
‘was aiming its blows at you as the grand artificers of
Defpotifim. At that very period your profeflion was
-already profcribed by the myfteries, as that which of
all others moft furely tended to retain the people in
flavery ; the Hluminizing Jacobin was teaching his
‘adepts, that “ he who wifhes to fubject nations to his
“ yoke, need but to create wants which he alone can
“ {atisfy..---Ere& the mercantile tribe (die kaufman-
% {chaft) into an hierarchical body ; that is.to fay, confer
4 on it fome rank or fome authority in the government,
¢ and you will have created perhaps the moft formida-
é ble, the moft defpotic of all powers. You will fee it
« giving laws to the univerfe, and on it alone will reft
4 the independence of one part of the world and the
4 flavery of the other. For that man ditates the law
“ who has it in his power to create or fore ¢, to fiflle,,
Nk HL. a2 -

41y

A



116

YHE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY!

® weaken, or fatisfy want. And who are better enas
% bled to do this than merchants?” Thus we fee that
thofe very men who were fuch ardent fupporters of
Jacobinifin in our commercial towns, with a view to
ke of the government, are precifely thofe whofe
profeflion the profound Jacobin chiefly detefts in eve

. form_of government. May the elucidation of this

myftery infpire the induftrious inhabitants of hofpitable
Britain with new zeal for their laws! The difcovery of
{fuck a fnare is of too Freat importance to their fafety,
to allow me to conceal it from them. i
In the next place the Hierophant proceeds from the
art of diminithing wants in order to operate the inda-

" ‘pendence of nations, to the duty of diffufing what he

calls light. ¢« He on the contrary (thofe are his words)
who wifhes to render mankind free, teaches them how
to refrain from the acquifition of things which they
cannot afford: he enlightens them, he infufes into
them boldnefs apd inflexible manners. He that teaches
them fobricty, temperance, and economy, is more
dangerpus to the throne than the man who o
reaches regicide.-If you cannot diffufe at the fame
ant this degree of light among all men, at leaft
in by enlightening yourfelf, and by rendering your-

' feIf better. Serve, affiff, and mutudlly fupport eah

other ; augment owr numbers; render yourfelves at leaf}
independent, and leave to time and pofterity the care of
doing-the reft. When your numbers fhall be angment-
ed to a certain degree, when you fhall have acquired

‘ftrength by your union, befitate no longer, but begin to

‘yender your[elf powerful and formidable to the wicked
chat is to fay to all who will refift their plans;) the
very circumftance of your being fufficiently numerous
to talk of force, and that you really do talk of it, that
circumitance alone makes the profane and wicked
tremble—-That they may not be overpowered by num
bers, many will become good (like you) of thewnfelves,
aund will join your party.-—You will foon acquire fuff-
cient force to bind the bands of your opponents, to fubju-
gase them, and to flifle wickednefs in the embryo” That
1s to fay, as it may be underftood in future, you will
foon be able to ftifle every principle of law, of govern-

- ment, of civil or pelitical fociety, whofe very inftitu.

tion in the eyes of an Illuminee is the germ of all the
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wices and misfortunes of human nature. “ The mode
of diffufing univerfal light is, not to proclaim it at
once to the whole world, but to begin with yourfelf s
then turn towards your next neighbour ; you two can
enlighten a third and fourth; let thefe in the fams man-
ner extend and multiply the number of the children of
ight, umtil numbeérs and force fhalk throw power into onr
bands.”* ‘
- I obferve in the ritual of this degree, that fhould the
Hierophant be fatigued by the length. of this difcourfe,
he may take breath, and.let one of the adepts continue
the inftru&ion of the profelyte.+ Our readers alfo
~may avail themfelves of this penmiffion, and they have
ropious matter for refleftion 1 what they have hither.
to read. They may perhaps be inclined to afk, te
‘what degree the people muft diminifh their wants not
to ftand in. need of laws? They will perceive that
bread itfelf muft be denied them ; for as long as fields
are cultivated, laws will be neceffary to proteé the crops
and to reftrain. men from reaping that which they
have not fown ; . and if on the firft view the Sophifim
gppears wicked, the reader will foon perceive that it is
but folly in the garb of Sophiftry, -
- 'The better to form their judgments on the leffons of
the Hierophant, they will have to compare.that Reves
lution, which is 1o be the effecl of imfiruciion abone,.arnd
which is infenfibly to take place without the leaft fhock or
rebellion, with that period when the adepts {hall have
acquired nuwmbers, force, and power, enabling them zo
Yind. the bands of their opponents, and to fuljugate all
who may ftill fhow any affetion for their laws, or for
that civil order in fociety which the Se&t-withes to

fopprefs.

. * See Difcourfe an the leffer Myfteties of Kluminifm.

+ This Difcourfc attually requires at leaft two hours to read it.
That part from which I have made extra&s extends in Vol. IL. of the
Original Writings, from Page 44 to 93, and in the laff works of Philo and
Spartacus, (which are in much fmaller print) from Page 10 to 48. [
mean to abridge the remaining part ftill more ; but tha.llaiee ferupuloufly
exad in the tranflation of all remarkable paffages.

y1p
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CHAP. X.
- Continuation of the Diftourfé on the leffer Myfleries....

N that of the difcourfe which remains to be

laid before the reader, the Hierophant, infifting on
the neceflity of enlightening the people to operate the
grand revolution, feems to fear that the candidate has
not clearly conceived the real plan of this revolution,.
swhich is in future to be the {ole obje of all his ins,
ftrutions. “ Let your inftruftions and lights be uni-
verfally diffufed ; fo fhall you render mutual fecurity
univerial ; and fecurity and inflruftion will enable us 4.
$ive without prince or government. If that were noe,
the cafe, why fhould we go in queft of either ¢ A
. Here then the candidate is clearly informed of the,
grand obje& towards which he is to direfall his fus
ture inftruétions. To teach the people to live without
princes or governments, without laws.or even civil fos
ciety, is to be the general tendency of all his leffons..
But of what nature muft thefe leflons be to attain the,
‘defired objec ?---They are to treat of morality and of mo<
rality alone. < For.(continues the Hierophant) if light
be the work of morality, light and fecurity will gain
ftrength as morality expands itfelf. Nor ts true mo-
rality any other than the art.of teaching men to [bake off
sbeir ward[bip, to attain the age of manhood, and thus te,
need ncither princes nor governments.”+ -

When we fhall fee the fe& enthufiaftically pro:
pouncing the word morality, let us recolle& the definis
tion which it has juft given us of it. Without it, we
could not have underftood the real fenfe of the terms
boneft men, virtue, géod or wicked men. We {ee that,
according to,this definition, tbe boneft man is he who .
labours at the overthrow of civil fociety, its laws, and
its chiefs: for thefe are the only crimes or virtues men-
tiened in the whole code.  Pre-fuppofing that the can-

* Und allgemeine aufklirung und ficherheit machen firften und
ftaaten entbehrlich. Oder wo zu braucht man fie fodann.

+ Die moral ift alfo die kunft welche menfchen lehrt volljihrig za
werden, der vormundfchaft los zu werden, in ihr minnliches alter zw
tretten, and dic forlten zu entbehren,
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didate may objed that it would be impoffible to bring

mankind to adopt fuch do&tihes, the Hierophant an-

ticipates the objeftion, and exclaims, ¢ He is little ac-
quainted with the powers of reafon and the attractions
of virtue ; he is a very novice in the regions of light,
who fhall harbour fuch mean ideas as to his own ef-
fence, or the nature of mankind. . ... If either he of
¥can attain this point, why fhould not another attain
it alfo? What! when men can be led to defpife the
horrors of death, when they may be inflamed with
the enthufiafm of religious and political follies, fhall
they be deaf to that very do&rine which can alone
lead them to happinefs? No, no; man is not fo wicked
ds an arbitrary morality would make bim appear. He
i§ wicked, becaufe Religion, the State, and bad exam-
Ple, perverts him. It would be of advantage to thofe
-who with to make him better, were there fewer per-
fons whofe intereft it is to render him wicked in order,
that they may fupport their power by his wickednefs.”
" ¢ Let us form a more liberal ‘opinion of human na-
ture. ' We will labour indefatigably, nor fhall difficul-
ties affright us. May our principles become the foun-
dation of all morals! Let reafon at length be the religion
‘of men, and the problem is folved ?* '.
This prefling exhortation will enable the reader to
folve the problem of the altdrs, the worfhip, and the
feftivals of Reafon, in the French Revolution ; nor will
they be any longer at a lofs to know from what loath-
fome den their fhamelefs Goddefs rofe.
The candidate alfo obtains the folution of all that
may have appeared to him problematic in the courfe
-of his former trials. « Since fuch is the force of mo-
rality and of morality alone, (fays the Hierophant,)
fince it alone can operate the grand revolution which
is to reftore liberty to mankind, apd abolifh the empire
-of impofture, fuperftition, and defpotifin ; you muft
‘mow perceive why on their firft entrance into our Or-
"der we oblige our pupils to apply clofely to the ftudy
‘of ‘morality, to tlie knowledge of themfelves and of
‘others. You muft fee plainly, that if we permit each
novice to introduce his friend, iz is in order to form a
degion that may more juftly be called holy and invincible
. Undenlich macht dic vernun zur religion der menfohen, fo ift din
aufgabe aufgolofet.

"uj
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#bmn that of the Thebans ; fince the battles of the friend
fighting by the fide of his fiiend are thofe which are
to reinftate human nature in its rights, *its liberty, and
its primitive independence.” : :

_- % The morality which is to perform this miracle i
not a merality of vain-fubtilties. It is not that morali
qwhich, degrading man, renders him carelefs of the g

of this world, forbids him the enjoyment of the innocent
pleafures of life, and infpires him with the hatred of
'iis neighbour. It muft not be a morality favouring
the iriterefts only of its teachers, which prefcribes pet
fecution and intoleration, which militates againft rea-
fon, which forbids the prudent ufe of the paffions 3
avhofe virtues are no other than ina&ion, idlenefs, and
the heaping of riches on the flothful.--Above all, iz
snuft not be that morality which, adding to the miferies
of the miferable, throws them into a flate of pufillan-
ity and defpair, by the threats of bell -and the fear of
devils. ;
.« It muft, on the contrary, be that morality fo
much difregarded and defaced at the prefent day by
felfithnefs, and replete with heterogeneous principles.
It muft be a divine dodrine, fuch as Jefus taught to
his difciples, and of which he gave the real interpretar
tion i his {ecret conferences.” _

This fudden tranfition naturally leads Weifhaupt te
the developement of a myftery of iniquity for which
we have long fince feen him preparing his Majur Illu-
minees, and particularly the Scotch Knights of illumin-
ization. 'The better to underftand this myftery; let
us recal to mind how the Infinuators or the teachers
began by folemnly affuring their different Candidates,
Novices, or Minerval Academicians, that ‘in all the
lodges of Illuminifin there never arifes a queftion in
the leaft degree prejudicial to religion or the ftate.
All thefe promifes have been gradually loft fight of,
and the profelyte has had time to accuftom his ears to
declamations againft the priefthood and royalty. It

‘has' already been infinuated, that the Chriftianity of

our times is very different from that taught by Jefus
Chrift ; the, time was not arrived for numbering Chrift
himfelf among the impoftors; his name, his virtues,
might ftill be venerated by certain adepts. Some there
were, perhaps, who would be hocked at bare-faced
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Metieilm 5 and it is on their account that Weithaupe
das thus treated of Chrift. In.the preceding degree
he had contented himfelf with hinting, that the docs
trines of this divine teacher had been perverted ; nor
Aad he declared what fpecies of political revolution
swas (as he pretended) pointed out in the Gofpel. But
-here the execrable fophifter apoftrophizes the God of

4he Chriftians ir to that in which we
ihave fince fee Fauchet declaiming in
4he revolutiol . here that Weithaupt
-declares Jefus ‘ather of the Jacobins,

-or rather (to ipeak the revolutionary language) the
-great Doftor of the Sans-culottes. But, to enable us
:the better to judge of the cunning and premeditated
:willany of this deteftable artifice, let us firft attend to
the correfpondence of the adept, who, under Weifs
- haupt, is charged with the compiling of the Code.
-;Kx;i}ge, like the monftrous ‘protorype of Tlluminifm,
fubdivides the adepts into thofe who fcoff at and deteft
.revelation, and thofe who ftand in need of a revealed
veeligion to fix their ideas. It is to explain this that
Knigge writcs the following letter to Zwack :
,% % Lo uaite thefe two clafles of men, to make them
% concur- and co-operate towards our objed, it was
¢ neceffary to reprefent Chriianity in fuch a light as
«# to recall the fuperftitious to reafon, and to teach our
_'% more enlightened fages not to reje& it on account
% of its abufe. This {hould have been the fecret of
.:# Mafonry, and have led us to our objed. - Meanwhile
1% defpotn;?m ftrengthens daily, though liberty univer-
:»% fally keeps pace with it. It was neceffary then to
. % unite the extremes. We therefore affert here, that
,-%¢ Chrift did not eftablith a new religion, but that his
.;i % intention was fimply to reinftate natural rcli§ion in
-#¢ its rights ; that by giving a general bond of union
. to the world, by diffufing the light and wifdom of
.v;% his morality, and by difipating prejudices, bis inten-
1] tion was, to teach us the means of governing our-
, 8 feluesy and to re-cfiablifh, without the viole:t means of
¥ revolutions, the reign of Liberty and Equality among
4® men. ‘This was ealily done by quoting certain texts
& from Scripture, and by giving explanations of them,
% true or. falfz is of little conﬁqumce, provided each
fry, Vol IIL S :

121‘



122

THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRATCYY

%-ome’findk a fenfe in thefe do®rines of :Chrift confos
% nant" with his reafon.- We add, that:this -religion, fo
« fimple in ftfelf;’ was afterwards defaced 5 but thaty
“ by means of inviolable feerecy, it has been- tranfmit«
“ ted in purity to-us through Free-Mafonry.” ot
« Spartacus (Weifhaapt) had colleted. many mate-

% rials for this, and;I-added. my difeoveries in the
« inftru@ions for. thefe two degrees. Our people;
“ therefore, being convinced that we:alone ‘are. polfefs:
« fed of the real fecrets of Chriftianity, we have bus
“ to-add a few words againft the Clergy and Privices.
¢ In the laft myfteries we have. to unfold to our adepts
<« this pious fraud, and then by writings demonftrate
« the origin of all religious impotitions, and their mu-
¢ tual connexion with each otlier.”*. L
- If the reader be not too much difgufted with #his
pious fraud, but can ftill attend to the declamations of
the Hierophant, let us once more enter that den of
demons wherein prefides the triple genius of impiety,
hypocrify, and anarchy. . Cos
. The Hierophant is about to fay, - that their grand
and ever-celebrated mafter, Jefus of Nazareth, appear-
ed in an age when corription was univerfal ; m:the
midft of a people who from time immemorial had
been fubjeted to and feverely felt the yoke of flave-
‘ryst and who eagerly expedted their deliverer an-
nounced by the Prophets. fcfus appeared and taught
the doftrine of reafon; to give greater efficacy to
thefe- do@rines, he formed them into a religion, and
adopted the reccived traditions of the Jews. He pru-
dently grafted his new fchool on their religion and
their cultoms, which he made the vehicle of the ef-
fence and fecrets of his new doétrines.. He did not

* Orig. .Writ. Vol. II. Letter from Philo ta Cato, Page 104, and
following. i
* 4 Here is another example of the manner in which hiftory is falfified
~The Jews were enflaved from time immemorial! Does this nation
then make its whole hiftory confift in the years of its captivity ! Had
it forgot its liberty and its triumphs under Jofhua, David, Solomon,
and its other Kings? Was it juft emerged from its captivity when it
fell under the dominion of the Romans, a dominion under which it re=
mained at the time of Chrift’s birth ? The adept has heard talk of
the captivity of the Jews, of thofe periods when Almighty God, as a
punifhment for their crimes, delivered them over to' their encmies;
and he’ inconfiderately concludes, that their whole hiftory is but one
contjnued fcene of bondage. :
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flet fages for his' new difciples, but ighorant mmem
ehofen from the loweft clafs of the people; tb (how:that
his 'dodtrine ‘was 'made for- ail,’and foieable to-.every
enc’s imderftanding ; to fhow tis,: shar the knowledge
of the grand truths of reafon was miot a: privilege pe+
culiur to the great. He does nex teach the Jews aloney
but' all mankind, the meansof acquiring their liberty;
by the-obfervation of his precepts.; “He' fupported hid
doétrines by -an imnocent life, and fealed thent :with
his'bloq‘d.’? e R P :
- Hig precepts- for the falvation of ‘the world are;
fimply, the love of God and the: lyve: of. our neigh-.
‘bour ; he'afks no more: . . . Nobody ever reduced and
confolidated - the ‘bonds of human feckety within thein
feal lhmits, asthe did“—-No onevsvas ever more intellis.
Ebje to -his hearers, or mere. prudently. covered the

bline -ﬁgpiﬁcation of lis do&rine. Vo .one, indeed,
ever laid ‘@ furer foundation for liverty shan our. grand
mafler, Fefus -of Nazareth. Tt is true, that on all oc-
cafions (in ganzen) he carefully concealed the fublime
meaning - and ' patural confequences of: his doétriness
Jor be-had a fecret dollrime as is evident from more
than one paffage of the Gofpel.” .. R
+ It was during the time that he was. writing this hys.
poctitical ' hiltory of the Mefliak, that Weithaupt was
turning the credulous profelyte into ridicule 3 as‘to the
other adepts, he well knew that they anticipated. fuch ex-
planationt, or at leaft would be’ delighted with them.
Hence that impudenee with which he falfifies the Scrip-
tures. To prove the exiftence of this fecret {chool,
the do&rines of. which are referved for the inidated
‘alone, he cites thefe words of Chvift : « To you is
“ given to-know the myftery of the kingdom of God 3
“ but to them that are withdut, all things are dane in
% parables.”*  But he carefully avoids mentioning the
order which Chrift gives to his difciples, « That which

«1 tell you in the dark, fpeak ye in the light ;- end.

%that which you hear in the ear, preach ye upon the
“ houfe-tops.”t  Weithaupt then proceeds to thefe
words : « And their princes have power over them-—

-~

© ® 8t. Mark, Ch. iv. V. 11. '
. $ St. Matthew, Ch. x. V. 2. :

Vol. I. S 2
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“ but dt-is mot fwameng youy but whefoever will bs
% greatet. thall be.your minifter.”* This precept, as
vgf -as-all ‘thofe: on Chriftian buwility, he transforms
into principles of diforganizing equality inimical to all
conftyuted authorities.-With equal eafe he avoids al}
thofe leffous {o often repeated both by Chrift and his A4
pottles, on the obligation of rendering o Cefar what is
Cefar’s, of paying tribute, and of recogpizing the au4
xhority.oi..GoX himfelf in that of the law and of the
magifirates. If Chrift has preached the love of oug
peighbour, or fraternal love, his words arg immedi<
ately- perverted by Weifbaupt into @ love of bis E:Kg:
lity. Ef Chrift exhorts his di{ciples to contemp riches;
the impoftor pretends it is 20 prepare the world for that
community of riches which deftroys all property. .- In
fine, the conclufions drawn from thefe impious and de-
riding explanations, and from many others of a fimilap
Dbature, are contained in the following words: - . . |
. % If therefore.the oljed of the fecret of Jefus, which
bas been preferved by the inftitution of the myfteries,
and clearly demonfirated both by the: conduét -and she
difcourfes of this divine mafter, was to reinflate mankind
in their original Liberty amd Equality, and to. preparg

- the ‘means; how many things immediately - appeas

clear and natural, whieh hitherto feemed to be contra-
di&ory and unintelligible ! This explains in what fenfe
Chriff was the faviour and the fiberator of the world,
Now the doltrine of asigindl fin, of the fall of man, and
of bis regeneration, can be underflood. The flate of pure
nature, of fallen or corrupt nature, and the fiite of grace,
will no longer be a problem. Mankind, m quitting their,

- flate of original liberty, fell from the flate of nature and

boft their dignity. = In their civil foiety, under their go<
vernments, they no longer live in the flate of pure nas
ture, but in that of fallen and cosrupt nature. If the
maderating of their paffions and the diminution of their
wants, reinflate them in their primitive dignity, that
will really conflitute their redemption and their flate of
grace. - 1t is to this point that snorality, and the moft
perfecd of .all morality, that of Zqﬁu,v leads mankind.
Fben at length this doctrine fhall be generalized through-

* St. Mark, Ch. 1. V. 42, 43-
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Wit the world, the reigu.of gheigoed and of the:elect
be cfabiifhed ?*. :. g”g' g- o °f o M )
- This language is furely.not enigmatiiéal. ", The pro«
Q:Jf'm. once wmalter, of the myfteries it contains, needs
only to be informed,. hew the great revolution,- which
they foretell, be¢ame the obje of fecrat {ocietics, and
what advantages accrue-to- thefe. focieties from ' the
fecrecy in which they exift. . o5
v The Hierophant then, for the inftruction of the pro.
felyte, goes back to the origin of Mafonry ; he declares
it to be the original fchool and depofitory of the true
doétring.- 'He takes a view of its hicroglyphics and
fhapes them -to his fyltem. 'The rough ﬁom of Ma-
forry becomes' the fymbol of the primitive flate of
man, frvage but free~The flone [plit or brokem is the
Rate of fallen nature, of mankind in civil fociety, no
ex united in one family, but divided according to
their, flatesy governments, or religions. The polifbed
Bone reprefents mankind veinflated in its primisive dig-
uig, in_its independence. Yet Mafonry has not only
loft thefe -explanations ; but. the illuminizing orator
goes fo- far as to fay,. «“ The Freemafons, like Pricfis
“and chiefs of nations, bave banifbed reafon from the
Yiedrsh. They bave inundated the world with tyrants,
S.impoftars, [pelires, corpfes, and men like to wild
“ﬁ“jf‘"’ ’ . ! . S, )
- -Should any reader be furprifed at feeing the Hiero-
phant give this account of Mafonry, Jet-him roflect on;
the hatred which Weifhaupt had fwern againit every
fcheol where the name of any deity was preferved.
The Febovabh or the Grand Architecl of Malonry, the
two-fald:god of the Rofyerufian magicians, {till render
the pccult lodges a-fchool of fome fort of Theofophy.
But how referved. foever the Hierophant: may be with
regard to Atheifin, the profelyte mmuft, reverthelefs,
forcfee, that fhould he ge mitted to one degree
higher, neither the Grand Archizeét nor the twosfold
God will meet a better fate than the God of the Chrif-

.

"% Orig. Writ. Part I P. 106, 7~~The laft Works of Spartacus, P.
58~~Thc author has tranfcribed the whole of what is printed in Italics
in German, left his tranflation of this extraordinary paffage fhould be
fofpe@ed of being exaggerated. As he perfedtly undPer&ands the Ger-
fwan lmguage, and is a man of undoubted veracity, I have omitted it,
Wt i fo doing think it my duty to mention & T.
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. tians. And theréfore it is that, Weithaupt declaima -
againft thofe fpirits, apparitions, and all the fupgeftis:
tions of Freemafonry; hence the theofophic Mafons:
are-involved in-the general maledition pronouncedi
againt the pricfthood and the threne. R
-1t can be eafily conceived' that Weithaupt muft .re«
prefent true Mafonry, or the pretended reat Chriftianis
ty, as folely extant-in Illuminifin. - Bat the Hierophant
enjoins the profelyte 1ot 1o think ihat this s the..only
advantage which thé: Order and the whoke aniverfe. dreur
Sfrom this empflerious affociation. "+ - - o i
- Hére let magiftrates, the chiefs of nations, every
man who ftill retains any regard for the fupport -of
Iaws and eémpires, and of civil fociety, let them, I fap;
read, and mcditate on thefe other advantages. The
leffon is of the utmoft: importance———Whoever you .
are’; all homeft citizens, whether Mafons, Rofyorufians)
Mopfes, Hewers-of Wood, Knights; all you who thirfb
after the:myfteries of the lodges, ceafe-to accufe me.
of conjuring up chimerical dangers.” I am not:the
man who fpeaksi:it is he who of all others has been
the beft acquaitited with your aflociation, and has known
what advantages- could ‘be drawn from' them by abl¢
and patient confpirators..--Read ; and tell us which i
the moft impre{ﬁvc on your mind, the. pleafures you
may find in your lodges, or the dangers of your ceun-
try. Read; and if the namie of citizen be flill déar
to you, refleét wirether yours fhould remain infcribed on
the regifters of -a fecret fociety: 'You -were ignorant
of the dangers; the moft monftrous of confpitators
will lay them open to you, and he will call*them "ad-
vantages: He literally fays, « Though thefe myfteri-
ous' Affociations fhould not- attain our objed, ' they
prepare the way for us ; they give a new intereft to the .
caule ; they prefent it undep points of view hitherto
unobferved ; tliey ftimulate the inventive powars and
the expectations of mankind ; they render men more in-
different as to the interefts of governments ;- they bring
men of divers nations and religions within the fame
Yond of unions they deprive the church and ftate of their
obleft and moft laborious memlbers ; they bring men to- '
gether who would never otherwife have known os
met each other. "By this method alone they undermine .
the foundation of flates, though they had really no fueh
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“profeét-iu; view. They throw them together and. make
them clafh one againft the other. They teach mankind
the. power and force of union ; they point out to them'
the imperfection of ‘their. political conftitutions, and that
without expofing:them to the fufpicions of their ene-
mies,’ fuch ‘as' magiftrates and public\ governments.
They mafk our. progrefs, and procure us the facility of
dncorporating in our. plans ahd of .almitting into out’
© Orer, after the. proper- trials, the moft able 'men, whofé
patience, long abufed, thirfls after the grand ultimatum.
By this means:they; weaken the enemy; and though
they thould never triumph over him, they will at leaft
diminifh the: numbers aml the zeal of bis partizans ;

they divide his troops e cover the attack. In propor--

tion as thefe new affaciations or fecret focieties, form-
ed in different ftates, thall acquire ftrength-and pru-
dence at the expence of the former ones (that is to
{ay, of civil fociety,) the latter muft weaken, and in-
Fenfitly fall Co
.« 4 Befides, our Society originates, and muft naturally
and -effentially -deduce its origin from thofe very go-
vernments whofe vices hiave rendered our tnion necef-
fary. We have no obje@ but that better order of
things for which- we inceffantly labour:; all the efforts,
therefore, of Princes to ftop our progrefs will be fruitlefs ;
the [park ‘may long remain bidden'in the afhes, but the
day muft come in which fhall burft forth the general
fltame. For nature nanfeaves always to run the fame
courfe. The heavier the yoke of ‘oppreflion weighs

on.-man, the more fedulounfly will he labour to throw it =
off; and the liberty he fecks fhall expand itfelf. The -

feed is fown. whence fhall [pring a new world; the roots
extend themfelves ; they bave acquired too . much firength,
shey bave been too induftrioufly propagated, for the day
of harveft to fail us.—--Perhaps it may be neceflary to
wait thoufands and thoufands of years; but fooner or
later nature {hall confummate its grand work, and fhe
fhall veftore that dignity to man for which ke was dof=
tined from the. beginning.” ,

- Reader, you have heard them. Thefe confpirators
have {aid more than I fhould have dared to. hint ag
on-the nature and danger of thefe affociations. It.
would be ufelef§ for me to reft longer on. this point.
I-fhall end by fhowing by what artifices the Hicro-

~
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‘phant” endeavours to tranquilize the. confcierices of
thofe adepts who may have been ftartled at thefe pre-
diftions. Notwithftanding all that he has faid of thefe
times when Illuminifm f{hall find means of binding
bands and f{u[y’ugm‘ing ; notwithftanding all that avere
fion aguinft governments which he fecks to infufe inte

“the adepts, he concludes in a hypocritical ftrain pecu-

hiar to wickednefs. « We are here at once the ob
fervers and the inftruments of nature.—We do not
wifh to precipitate her fteps. To enlighten men, to
corret their morals, to infpire them with benevolence;,
fuch are our raeans. Secure of ficcefs, we abftaim
from violent commotions. To have forefeen the: ha%-
pinefs of pofterity, and to have prepared it by irr

proachable means, fuffices for our felicity. The tram
quility of our conftiences is not troubled by the res

_proach of aiming at the ruin or overthrow of ftates
“and thrones. Such an accufation could with no more

propriety be preferred againft us, than it might againft
the ftatefinen who had forefeen and foretold the im.
pending and inevitable ruin of the' ftate..--As affiduoms
obfervers of Nature, we admire her majeftic courfe-;
and, burning with the noble pride of our origin, we
felicitate ourfelves on being the children of men and
of God.” : : ' ’
~ “ But carefully obferve and remember, that we do
not impofe our ‘opinions; we do not oblige you to
adopt our doétrines. Let the truth you can acknow-

" ledge be your only guide. Free man, exercife here

thy primitive right; feck, doubt, examine, do you
know -of, or ‘can you find elfewhere, any thing that
is better ?:~-Make us acquainted with your views, as
awe have expofed ours to you. We do not bluth at
the limits of our underftandings; we know that: we
are but men : “we know that {uch are the difpofitichs
of nature, fuch the lot of man, that he is not to ex-
pect to attain perfeftion at his outfet ; he can attdin ‘it
but by degrees. It is by gaining experience from:: otir
errors, by profiting of the lights acquired by our fore-
fathers, that we fhall become at once the children of
wifdom, and the parents of a ftill wifer progeny.- If,
therefore, you think that you have found truth in“the
avhole of our dorine, ado&( the whole. Should you
perceive any error to have {tolen in with it, remembez
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At trith 1s_nor tne lefs eltimable on thar accounts
you hiave met with nothing that pleafes you, herey
rejedt. the whole® without fear; and remember, that
in many things, at Jealt, we only need further refearch
ar.a new, invetigation. Do you obferve any
damable or landable, fee and make choicg of
ion_.approves . Should you be mote enlightened yousy
s oeere . JOUE eye may have difcovered truths which
i}l denied to.us.. The more art we employ in
inftru@ion ‘of onr pupils to Jead them to the paths
wifdom, the Jefs you will be inclined to refufe us
& portion of your o
. . Thus, ends g of ' the -Hierophant.--The
wd, it without {huddering, may
eing. warthy of this priefthoods
egioufly anointed, he is Jed back
e 18 inyefted with a white tunic.
lken fcarlet belt; the fleeve is
and middle with bandages of the
ke it bulge out.* I-am par:
on of this drefs, becaufe- it ‘was
during the French Revolution, 2
rfonally attacking Almighty Gody
oft nat.exit.. If thou haft pows
‘bolts, grafp them ; aim. them at
fet thee at defiance in. the face
10, 1 blafphenie thee, and 1 ftill
t not éxiig.?’ In the fame cof

: him for the:fame blafphemie,

d into. the. tcmEle of myfteries.
he brethren, who does not pen
ill he bas told him, ¢ that.bheis
ther he (the profelyte) has per.
e difcourfe which has been read
has any doubts concerning the
¢ contained in it---whether his
with the fan&ity of the princi-
whether he is fenfible of the call,
R feels the itrengtn of mind, the fervent will, and all
‘#the difintereftednefs requifite to labour at the grand
:# undertaking---whether he is ready to make a facrifice

s
r-yo-® Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus, at the end of the Difcourfe,
- Yol m. I
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# of his will; and to fiiffer himfelf to be led by the moft
« excellent fuperiors of the :Order.” -

I will fpare the reader the difgufting impiety of the
ceremonial which immediately follows.-..The rites of
the preceding degree were in derifion of the Laft
Supper ; thefe are an atrocious mimicry of the facer-
dotal ordination. ‘A curtaln is drawn, and an altar
appears with a crucifix upon it. On the altar alfo js a
bible ; and the ritual of the Order lies on a readin
delk ; on the fide a cenfer, and a phial full of oil;
The Dean aéls the part of a Bifhop, and he is furs
rounded with acolytes. He prays over the profelyte,
bleffes him, cuts hair from the top of his head, clothes
him in the veftments of the priefthood, and pronouny
ces prayers after the fathion of the fe&. On prefents.
ing the cap he fays, « Cover thyfelf with this cap, it 1s
 more valuable than the crown of Kings” The very
expreflions of the Jacobin with his red cap. The com-
munions confifts in honey and milk, which the Dean
gives to the profelyte, faying, “ This is what Nature
“ gives to man. Refle& how happy he would ftill.
# have been, if the defire of fuperfluities had not, by
 depriving him of a tafte for fuch fimple food, mulu-
¢ plied his wants, and poifoned the balm of life.”

All the preceding part of this degree fufficiently
explains the real meaning of thefe words.. The cere-.
monies are terminated with delivering to the Epopt
that part of the cede which relates to his new degree.
I fhall relate all that is neceffary for the reader to be
informed of, when, after having treated of the degree
of Regent, and of the Grand Myfteries, I thall come

. to inveftigate the government of the Order.
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CHAP. XL

Eighty Part of the Code of Illuminces—The Regent,
. or the Prince Illuminee.

« " N 7 HEN one of our Epopts has fufficiently dif-
“ WV tinguithed himfelf to bear a part in theypoli-
“ tical government of our Order ; that is to fay, when
* he unites prudence with the ‘liberty of thinking and
“ of acting ; when he knows how to temper boldnefs
“ with precaution, refolution with complaifance ; fub-

“ tlety with good-nature ; loyalty with fimplicity ; fin._

% gularity with method ; tranfcendency of wit with
“ gravity and dignity of manners ; when he has learn-
“ ed opportunely to {peak or to be filent, how to obey
“or to command ; when he fhall have gained the
@ efteem and affedion of his fellow-citizens, though
“feared by them at the fame time; when his heart
« fhall be entirely devoted to the interefts of our Or=
¢ der, and the common welfare of the univerfe fhall
“ be uppermoft in his mind ;---then, and then only, let
“ the Superior of the province propofe him to the na-
“ tional In{pector as worthy of being admitted to the
“ degree of Regent.”

Such are the qualities required by the Se& for the
admiffion of its adepts to the degree which in the
Code is fometimes termed Regent, at others the Prince
Iluminee. Such are the very words to be found in
the preamble of the rules of this degree.

“ Three things of the utmoft-confequence (fays the
“ cods) are to be obferved. In the firft place, the
« greateft referve is neceflary with refpe@ to this de-
% gree. '~ Secondly, thofe who are admitted into it
“ muft be as much as poffible free men and independ.-
“ent of all Princes » they muft indeed have:clearly
“ manifefted their hatred for the gencral conflitution
“ or the afual ftate of mankind ; have thown how
¢« ardently they wifh for a change in the government
¢ of the world ; and how much’ the: hints thrown out
“ in the degree of Prieft has inflamed their withes foe
¢ a better order of things.”

Vol. IIE .- T 2
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If all thefe requifites are to be found in the Candi.
date, theu let the national Infpe@or once more exam.
ine, in his records, evety tliing relative to the condu&
and chara&er of the new adept, let him infpe& the
divers queftions which' have been put to him, and dif.
cover where he has fhown his ftrong or his weak fide.
According to the refult of this examination, let the In.

- fpector propofe forne new queftions on thofe- articles
- on which the Candidate may have fhown the greateft

referve.  For example, fome of the following :*

“ 1. Would yau think a fotiety objetionable, whith
# fhould (till nature {hall have ripehed its grand revos
¢ lutions) place itfelf in a fitudtion, which would de:
¢ prive Monarchs of the power of doing harm, though
“ they fhould wifh it? A fociety. whofe invifible
“ means {hould prevent all governments from abufing
“ their power? Would it be impaffible thraugh the
« influence of fuch a fociety, to form a new ftate in
“ each ftate, flatus in flatu 5” that is to fay, would it
be impoffible to -fubje& the rulers of every ftate’ to
this Illuminizing Society, and to convert therh into
inere tools of the Order even in the government’ of
their own dominions 2

« II. Were it to be objefted, that fuch a fociety
% might dbufe its power, would not the following con-
« fiderations do away fuch an objefion ?~-Do not our
« prefent rulers daily abufe their power? And dare not
<« the people filent, notwithftanding fuch an abuife ? Is
“ this power as fecure from abule in' the hands of
¢ Princes, as it would be in thofe of dur adepts whom
“ we train up with fo much care?” If then any- go.
% verniment could be harmlefs, would it not be :dar’s,
“ which would be entirely founded on morality, ‘forea
« fight, wifdom, liberty, and virtue »” :

“ IHII. Though this univerfal government, founded
“-on morality, fhould prove chimerical, would- it: not
“ be worth while to make n effay ;)f it? .

“ IV. Would not the moft fcepticgl man find a
¢« fufficient guarantee againft any abufe of power on
¢ the part of our Order, in the liberty of abandéning
€ it at pleafure ; in the happinefs of having Superiors
« of tried merit, who, uninowﬁ to each otker, could

* Inftructicns for corferring the degree of Regent, Nos. I, 25 3
La& Works of Philo and Spartacum B T b S
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% not poffibly fupport each ether in their treafonable
“ combinations againit the general weélfare ; Saperiorsy
“in fhort, who would be deterred from doing harm
& by the fear of the exifting chiefs of empires?” ,
. % V. Should there exift any other fecret means of
« gmarding againft the abufe of that authority en-
¢« trufted by the Order to our Superiors, what might
¢ they be?
% VL. Suppofing defpoti{fm were to enfue; would it
“ be dangerous in the hands of men who, from the
“ yery firlt ftep we made in the Order, teach us nos
« thing but {cience, liberty, and virtue? Would not
¢ that defpotifin lofe its fting iri the confideration that
- % thofe - chiefs who may have conceived dangerous
« plans will have begun by difpofing a machine in dis
¢ reét oppofition to their views.”* ‘
. To underftand the tendency of thefe queftions, let
us refle@ on the meaning given by the Se¢t to /liberty
- and general welfare. Above all, let us not forget tire
leflfon already given to the adepts on morality ; the art
- of teachin% men to fhake oft the yoke of their mi
notity, to fet afide Princes and Rulers, and to learn to
overn themfelves. This leffon once well underftood,
glc moft contraéted ‘underftanding muft perceive, in
fpite of the infidious tenour of thefe queftions, that
their fole tendency is to afk, ‘whether “a Scét would
be very dangerous who, under pretence of hindering
the chiefs of nations, Kings, Minifters, and Magiftrates,
from hurting the people, thould begin by maltering
the opinions of all thofe who furrounded Kings, Mini«
fters, or Magiftrates; or fhould feek by invifible means
to captivate all the councils, and the agents of public
suthority, in order to reinftate mankind in the rights
of their pretended majority ; and to teach the fubject
- to throw off the authority of his Prince, and learn to
overn himfelf ; or, in other words, to deftroy every
ing, Minifter, Law, Magiftrate, and public authority
whatever?” The Candidate, too well trained to the
pirit of Illuminifm not to fee the real tendency of
thefe queftions, but alfo too much perverted by it
to be ftartled at them, knows what anfwers he is to
give to obtain the new degree. Should he ftill har.
* Inftru@ions for conferring the de f Regent, |
a8 Works of Philo and Spm%cus. gree @ ) e No..*x, zf- *
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bour -any doubts, the ceremonies of his inftallation
would diveft him of them. Thefe are not theofophi-
cal or infignificant ceremonies; every ftep demon-
ftrates the diforganizing genius, and the hatred for alt
authority, which irritates the fpleen of their impious
author ; and it is-therefore that Weifhaupt, ~vhen writ-
ing to Zwack, reprefents them as infinitcly more inr-
portant than thofe of the preceding degree.* ‘
When the admiflion of the new adept is refolved
on, he is informed, ¢ that as in future he is to be en-
¢ trufted with papers belonging to the Order, of far
¢« greater importance than any that he has yet had in
“ his poffeflion, it is neceffary that the Order fhould
“ have further fecurities. He is therefore to make
“ his will, and infert a particular claufe with refpe®
“ to any private papers which he may leave in cafe
“of fudden death. He is to get a formal and juri-
“ dical receipt of that part of his will from his fa-
¢ mily, -or from the public Magiftrate, and he is to
* take their promifes in writing that they will -fiMfil
 his intentions.”§ v
This precaution taken, and the day for the initiation
fixed, the adept is admitted into an anti-chamber hun
with black. Its furniture confifts in a {keleton elevate
on two fteps, at the feet of which are laid a crown and
a fword-—-There he is afked for the written difpofitions
he has made concerning the papers with which he may
be entrufted, and the juridical promife he has received
that- his intentions fhall be fulfilled. His hands are
then loaded with chains, as if he were a flave ; and ite
is thus left to his meditations.4~ The Provincial .who
performs the functions of Initiator is alone in the firft
{aloon, feated on a throne. The Introducer, having
left the Candidate to his refletions, enters this roony;
and in a voiee loud enough to be heard by the ‘new
adept, the following Dialogue takes place ‘between
themd ik
“ Provingial.. 'Who brought this flave to us?” -.». -
« Introducer. He came of his own accord; he

- ¢ knocked at the door.”

% Prov. What does he want ” K

. Original Writings, Vol. IL Let. 54, from Weifhaupt to Cato.
- }iInftructions for eonferring this degree, No. §.
1 Ritual of this degree, No. 1. . <
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' ® Infrod. He is in fearch of Liberty, and afks to bé
*freed from his chains.” - o
“ Prov. Why does he not apply to thofe who have
¢ chained him?” -~ - ’ i
'« Introd. They refife to break his bonds ; they ac:
% quire too great an advantage from bis flavery” 7
"« Prov. Who then is it that has redticed him 3
“ this ftate of flavery?” : '
¢ % Introd. -Society, governments, the fciences, and
“ falfe religion.” .Dic gefelfehaft, der float, die gelebr:
« Jamkeit, die falfche religion.” ?
=« Prov. And he withes to caft off this yoke to be-
“ come a feditious man and a rebel -
.« Introd. No ; he wiflies to unite with us, to jeinr

“in our fights againft the conftitution of governments; -

% the corruptions of ‘morals, and the profanation of re.
¢ ligion. He wifhes through our means to become
“ powerful, that he ‘may attain the grand aoltimatum.” .
. % Prov.’ And who will anfwer to us, that after hav:
“ ing. obtained. that power he will not alfo abufe it,
# that he will not be a tyrant and thie author of new
“ misfortunes » ;
- % Introd. Hisheart and his reafon are our guaran:
¢ tecs—-the Order has enlightened him. He has learn-
“ €d to conquer his paffions and to know himfelf. Our
“ Superiors bave tried him.” K

“ Prov. 'That is faying a great deal---Is he alfo
“ fuperior to prejudice. Does he prefer the general
“intereft of the univerfe to that of more limited
“ affociations ?”

% Introd. Such have been his promifes.”

“ Prov. How many others have made fimilar pro-
“ mifes who did not keep them? Is he mafter of him-
“ felf? Can he refift temptation? Are perfonal confide-
“ rations of no avail with refpe to him? Afk him,

% whether the.fkeleton he has before him is that of a

“ king, a nobleman, or a beggar ” :

« I%trod. He cannot tell ; nature has deftroyed all
# that marked the depraved ftate of inequality; all
< that he fees is, that this fkeleton was man like us;
<« and the charater of man is all that he attends to.”

« Prov. If fuch be his fentiments, let him be free
“at his own rik and peril. But he knows us not.
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# Ga and 3k him why he implores our protection 44

This dialogue ended (and the reader will not be.at
8 lofs.to perceive the drift of it,) the Introducer returns
to the Candidate, and fays, “ Brother; the knowl,edgb:
& you have acquired can no: lopger legve you in dou
% as to the grandeur, the importance, the difinterefteds
#nefs and lawfulndfs of our great obje@t. It.muft
« therefore be indifferent to you whether.you are aca
#.quainted " with our Superiors or not 3 neverthelefs, I
¢ have fomge information to impart to you on that
“ {fubje&.” ‘ N
. This inforination is nothing mote than a fummary
of a pretended hiftory of Mafonry, going back to the
deluge ; -and of what the Se& calls the fall of .man,
the lofs of his diguity, and of the teue :do@rine. . The
ftary then conginues to. Noah and the few. who efcaped
the deluge in the ark; thefe, he fays, were a few
Suges or Freemafons, who have maintained the true

rinciples in their fecret fchools. It is: for that reafon,
fays the Inftru@or, that Mafonry has preferved the de
nowipations of Noathiffs and Patriarchss--Then comes
a recapitulation of what had been faid in the degreée
of Epopt on the pretended views of Chrift, on the de.
cline of Mafonry, and on the honour. referved to IHw
minifm to preferve and revive thefe truc and ancient
myfteries--- When queftioned (fays the Inftro&or). as
to whom we'aré indebted to for the aétual conftitution
of our Order,. and the prefent form of the inferior des

ees, .the following is the anfwer we.give ¢ ’

« Qur founders, without doubt, had extenfive know-
ledge, fince they have ‘tranfimijtted fo much to us.—
A&uated by a laudable zeal for the general welfare,
they formed a code of. laws for our Order; but, partly
through prudence, and partly to guard againit their
own paffions, they left the diretion of the edifice they
had raifed to other hands, and. retired. Their names
will for ever remain in oblivion-—-The chiefs who go-
vern the Order at prefent are not .our founders ; but
pofterity will doubly blefs thofe unknown benefactors
who have defpifed the vain glory of immortalizi
their names. Every document which could have
thrown light on our origin has been committed to
the flames.” "

# Ritual of this degree, No. 1.
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“® You will now be under the direction of other men 3
men who, gradually educated by the Order, have at
length been placed at the helm.  You will foon make
one of their numbet--Tell me only, whether you fill
harbour any doubt as to the objeét of the Order.”

The Candidate, who has long fince been paft all
poflibility of doubt, advances with his Introducer to-
wards another faloon ; but, on opening the door, feve-
ral of the adepts run and oppofe their entrance. s———
A new dialogue takes place in the ftyle of the firft——
Who goes there? Who are you 2.-.It is a flave who has
. fled from his mafters=——No flave fhall enter here--

He has fled that he might ceafe to be a flave; he
- traves an afylum and prote@ions=—But fhould his
mafter follow ?---He is fafe, the doors are thut——But
- fhould he be a traitor 2.--He js not one, he has been
educated under the eyes of the Illuminees. They have
imprinted the divine feal on his forehead..--The doof
opens, and thofe who oppofed the Candidate’s enttance
efcort him to the third faloon. - Here new obftacles
occur, and another dialogue takes place between an
adept in the infide and the Introducer. In the mean
time the Provincial has left bis former {tation, and has
feated himfelf upon a throne in this third room. [It is
worthy of remark that thefe enemies of thrones arg
themf{elves always {eated on a throne.] ‘The Provincial

ives orders that the Candidate may be admitted, and
-Ezﬁres to fee whether he really bears the print of the
feal of liberty. The Brethren accompany the new
adept to the foot of the throne.

« Prov. Wretch! You are a flave: and yet dare
“ enter an affembly of free men! Do you know the
« fate that awaits you? You have paffed through two
% doors to enter this; but you fhall hot go hence un-
4 punifhed, if you profane this fantuary.”

. % Introd. That will not happen s I will be his gua-
*¢ rantee. You have taught him to thirft after libetty;
* and now keep your promife.” ,

« Prov. Well, Brother, we have fubjeed you to
“ various trials. The elevation of your {entiments has
“ made us conceive you to be both proper and worthy
“ of being admitted into our Order. You have thrown

“ you]rfclfI with confidence and without referve inte
Vol. IIL
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“.our arms: and it is time to impart to you that li.
“ berty which we have painted o you in fuch bewitch-
“ing colours. . We have been your guide during all the

* % time that you flood in need of one. You are mow

“ fireng enaugh.to condull yourfelf ; be then in future
“ your own guide, be it @ your own peril and rifk. Be
“ free ; that is to fay, be a man, and a mar who knows
“ how to govern bimfelf; a man. who knows bis duty,
“ang bis smprefiriptidle rights; a man who ferves the
“ univerfe alone ; whofe aﬂzgom are folely directed to the
« general benmefit of the world and of human nature.
¢« Every thing elfe 15 injuftice-—-Be free and independent 3
“ in future be o ‘yourfelf---Here, take back the engage-
 ents you have bitherto contraded with us. To you
¢ qve return them all.”?

~ As he pronounces thefe words, the Provincial re-
turns him all the writings which concern him, fuch

" as his oaths, his promifes, the minutes of his admiffion

to the preceding degrees, the hiftory of his life which
he had tranfiitted to the fuperiors, and all the notes
taken by the Scrutators concerning him.

This perhaps is one .of the moft delicate traits of po-
Jicy of the fe&t. The chiefs have had full leifure to pry
into the moft fecret recefies of his heart, and the Seru-
tators have no further difcoveries to make, The can-
didate may take back his oaths and his fecrets, but re-
colledtions (perhaps copies) ftill remain, and the Initi-
ator may well continue: “ In future you will owe us no-
¢ thing but that which your heart {hall di&ate.. We
« do not tyrannize over men, we only enlightcn them.
« Have you found contentment, reft, fatistattion, hap-
¢ pinefs, among us?  You will not then abandon us.
¢ Can we bhave miftaken you, or can you have mifta. .
¢« ken us? It would be a misfortune for you ; but you
« are free. Remember only that men free and indes
¢« pendent do not offend each other ; on the contrary,
# they affift and rutually protect each other. Remem..
« ber, that to offend another man, is to give him the
« right of defending himfelf. Do you wifh to make
« a noble ufe of the power we give to you? rely on
¢« our word : ycu fhall find zeal and proteion among
« us. Could a difinterefted zeal for your brethren
¢ glow in your heart, then labour at the grand obje&,
¢ Jabour for unfortunate human nature, and thy laft
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“ hour fhall be bleft. We atk nothing elfe front
“ you, we afk nothing for ourfelves. Queftion your
“ own heart, and let it fay whether our conduét tg

-  you has not been noble and difinterefted. After fo
“ many favours, could you be ungrateful, your heart
“ fhould avenge us, and chaftife you. But no; man
¢¢ trials have proved you to be a man of conftancy an
¢ refolution. Be fuch your charader, and in future
% govern with us opprefled man, and labour at ren-
¢ dering him virtuous and free.”

<« Oh, Brother! what a fight, what hopes! when.
“ one day happinefs, affetion, and peacé fhall bé the .

¢ inhabitants of the earth! when mifery, error, and
¢ oppreflion, fhall difappear with fuperfluous wants!
¢ when, each one at his ftation labouring only for the
¢ general good, every father of a family.fhall be fo-
“ vereign in his tranquil cot! when ke that wifhes to
“ invade thefe facred rights fhall not find an ofylum on
€ the face of the earth ! when idlenefs fhall be nq longer
¢ fuftered ! when the clod of ufelefs [ciences fhall be calt
& afide, and none fhall be taught but thofe which con.
¢ tribute to make man better, and to reinftate him in
% his primitive freedom, his future deftiny! when we
¢ may flatter ourfelves with having forwarded that
¢ happy period, and comﬁp]acently view the fruits of
“ our labours! when in fine, each man viewing his
¢ brother in his fellow-creature, fhall extend a fuce
€ couring hand--with us and ours you fhall find hap-
¢ pinefs and peace, figguld you continue faithful and
¢ attached to us. You Wilj alfo remark, that the fign of
« this degree confifts insektending your arms to a bro-
¢ ther with your hands gffen, to {how that they are not
« fullied by injuftice or @ppreflion, and the gripe is to
¢ f{eize the brother by the two elbows, as it were to
.¢ hinder him from falling. The word is redemption.”
The foregoing paffages fo clearly demonftrate the
meaning of this word redemption, that the reader muft
be furprifed at learning that there ftill remain further
myfteries to be revealed.--The candidate is not yet
admitted into the higheft clafs.” He is only the Prince
Illuminee, and has to gain admiffion to the two de-
grees of Philofopher, and of the Man King. He is
amvefted in his new principality by receiving a buckler,
Vol 1L U2’
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boots, a cloak, and a hat. The words pronounced at
the inveftiture, are worthy of the reader’s attention.

On prefenting the buckler, the Initiator fays, ¢ Arm
« thyfelf with édclity, truth, and conﬁancg; be a true
« Chriftion, and the fhafts of calumny and misfortune
« fhall not pierce thee.” Be a Chriffian! (und fey ein’
Chrift)t! What a ftrange Chriftian; what a wicked
wretch then muft be the Initiator who dares carry hig
diffimulation ta fuch lengths, and profane that facred
name in myfteries fo evidently combined for the eradi-
cation of every trace of Chriftianity! But the adept
fmiles, or his ftupidity muft be beyond expreffion if he
does not fee through fa miferable a cant.

On prefenting the boots : “ Be adlive in the fervice
« of the good, and fear no road which may lead ta
“ the propagation or difcovery of happinefs.” This
will recall to our minds the ptinciple, whatever may be
the means, fear not to employ them when they lead ta
what the fect calls happinefs.

On giving the cloak: « Be a prince over thy people s
“ that s to fay, be fincere and wife, the benefadtor of
 thy brethren, and teach them fcienge.” The reader
will not be at a lofs to underftand what fcience.

The formula of the bat is, ¢ Beware of ever exa
¢ changing this hat of liberty (dicfen frey beitfbut) fox
¢ a crown.” :

Thus decorated, the Prince Nlluminee receives the
fraternal embrace.--He then hears read the inftru@ions
for his new degree; but as entirely relate (like
thofe of the preceding degroliifo the government of
the brethren, they will be tiillted of in the laft part
of the code. It is now timelib proceed to the Grand
Myfterice,
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CHAP. XIL

Ninth Part of the Code of the Iluminees.—Clafs of the
. Grand Myfteries ; the Mage or the Pbilofopber, and
the Man King.

Y the great importance which the fe&@ places in The tex
the laft myfteries of Illuminifm, and the many Jp 5 >

Frecautions it has taken to conceal them from the pub-

ic view, I am compelled to begin this chapter with
candidly declaring, that every attempt to difcover the
original text of this part of the Code has been fruitlefs.
Such an avowal, however, fhould not difconcert the
reader, Though the real text may be wanting, we
have abundant matter to_fupply its place. We bave
Weithaupt’s familiar correfpondence ; we are in pof-
feflion of the letters of many of the adepts who en-
thufiaftically admired them ; and the avowals are ftill
extant of other adepts, who indignantly beheld fuch
abominations. Our judgment will be guided by laws
laid down by. Weifhaupt himfelf; and the famous apo-
logy of this monftrous legiflator will teach us how to
appreciate them. Such materials are more than fuffi.
cient to fupply the deficiency of the literal text. It is
true, that the crafty cantwand affe®ed enthufiafm of
the Hierophant will be wanting ; but the fubftance of
his declamation, thewextent and monitrofity of his
ultimate plots will lofeWothing of their evidence. Let
us begin then by attending to their author, and from
him receive our firft ingpreffions,

Weifhaupt, when wrifng to Zwack his incomparable Wei-
man, and fpeaking of the degree of Epopte, wherein ';‘m:
impicty and rebellion feem to have ftrained every on thefe
nerve to diffeminate their venemous principles again{t myferice
church and ftate, he fays, “ One might be tempted
“ to think that this degree was the laft and the moft fub-

“ lime : I have, neverthelefs, Turez more of infinitely
« greater importance, which I referve for our Grand
“ Myfteries. But thefe I keep at home, and only fhow .
“ them to the Areopagites, or to a few other brethren
¢ the moft diftinguifhed for their merit and their fer-
“ vicgsw-Were you here, 1 would admit you to my
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« degree, for you are worthy of it---But I never fuffer
“it to go out of my hands. It is of too ferious am
« import ; it is the key of the ancient and modern, the .
« religious and political hiftory of the univerfe.” . |

« That I may keep our provinces in due fubordina-
¢ tion, I will take care to have only three copies of
“ this degree in all Germany; that is to fay, one in
« each Infpetion.” He foon after writes again to the
fame adept: ¢ I have compofed four more degrees
@ above that of Regent ; and with refpect to thefe
« four, even the lowelt of them, our degree of Prieft
« will be but child’s play”--Wo gegen den fcblccheften
der pricfler grad kinder [piel ﬁfyn Joli*

Before we draw any conclufion toward forming our

judgment, let me recall to the mind of the reader

thofe letters wherein Weifhaupt declares, that every
degree fhall be an apprenticefhip for the next, a forz
of Novitiate for the bigher degrees. 'That thefe degrees
were always to be in crefiendo ; in fine, that in the laft
cla of the myfteries a perfect ftatement of the max-
ims and polity of Illuminifin was to be given. Und
am ende folgt dic totale eirgicht in die politic und max<
imen des ordens.t After {uch letters, the text of thefe
myfteries is fcarcely neceffary. I know that thefe
degrees were reduced to.two for the laft clafs of the
myfteries ; I know, from the agreement made by the’
founder and his intimate adepts, that the firft was the
Mage, or Philofopher ; the other, the Man King.t 1§
will (tart from thefe data, and fhall not hefitate to
fay, that this monfter of impiety and of wickednefs
impofes on himfelf when he fpeaks of degrees infinitely
more important for the higher myfteries, or when he
pretends that thofe of Epopt add Regent are but puerile
in comparifon with thofe which he referves for his
intimate adepts. His execrable pride may flatter bim
with furpafling even the devils themfelves, in his wic-
ked inventions for fending forth the peftiferous blaft
but their eombined- cfforts could not fuggeft more
hideous plots than thofe in which Weifhaupt glories
when calling them his kffer myfleries-—~What! the,

* Orig. Writ. Vol. 1L Let. 15, 16, 24, to Cato-Zwack.
.+ 1bid. Vol. L. Let. 4, to Cato.

t bid. Vol. IL Let. 1, to Philo, and Sccond Part of Agrcement of
the Arcopagitea S
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vow of annihilating every idea of religion, even to the
very ngme of a God ; the plan for overthrowing every
goverament, eyen to the obliteration of cvcz vcﬁigc
of laws, authority, or civil fociety ; the with of de-
ftroying our arts and- fciences, our towns, and even
villages, that they may realize their fyftems of Liberty
and Equality ; the defire of exterminating the greater
part; of human nature, to ‘work the triumph of their

vagabond clans, over the remaining part of mankind. -

Thefe vows and withes, thefe plots and plans, have
. already appeared in the leffer myfteries, and his adepts
muft have been as ftupid as he wifhes them to be
§mpious and wicked, if they have not feen through the
web that veils from their fight the baleful abyfs. ~ And,
after all, it is not the objedl or the fubflance of their
plots which is thus flightly veiled 5 the termys alone are
concealed. There only remains to fay, that all religion
fhall be deftroyed for the adoption of Atheifm ; every
conflitution, whether monarchical or republican, fhall
be overthrown in favour of abfohute independence ;
property fhall be annihilated ; {cience and arts thall
be fupprefled ; towns, houfes, and fixed habitations,
reduced to afhes, for the re-eftablithment of the roam-
in% and favage life, which the hypocrite, in his cant,
cills the patriarchal life.  Such are the terms ; and the
fcroll of this hideous pantomime needed only to be un-
rolled, to tell the names of thofe who were to appear
on the gloomy ftage of the lalt myfteries. The adept
had long fince inhaled the deleterious air with which
Weifthaupt had fpared no pains to furround him ; and
could he naufeate this, or turn away from thcfe difs
aftrous machinations, the gates of the myfterious pit
were fhut againft him. At fuch a fight nature fhud-
ders--The: reader will c¢ry out, None but monfters
could have coneclved or abetted fuch plots. Be it fo;
T will not contradi& him ; I only wifh to name thefe
monfters.---Behold Weifhaupt and his profound adepts!
The reader will find the proofs of this exclamation in
-their own writings,

Weithaupt, who divided bis myfteries into two
clafes, alfo diftributed his laft fecrets under two heads.
Firft, Religion ; which was the obje& of the Mages:
The other comprehended what he called his Polity ;
and he referved- it for the Man King. Let us fepa-
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8ecret of
the Mage;
Atheifm.

Proved by
M
laupt’s
L.-m?rts.

rately inveftigate each of thefe degrees, commencin
with that principle which he himfelf lays down, an
from which he never deviates, that each degree fhall
be a preparatory concatenation of principles and doc-
trines, the ultimate tendency of which was to form
the obje& of the laft myfteries. Such a principle is
more than fufficient to demonftrate that the fecret to
be imparted to his Mages cant be no other than the
moft abfolute Atheifin, and the total fubverfion of
every Religion. The adept, however; has already
imbibed fuch horrid principles ; and the fecret confifts
in telling him, in plain terms, that it was towards that
point the Sect had long fince been leading him, and
that in future all his thoughts, words, and acions, muft
tend to fecond the views of the Se& in their monftrous
undertaking ; that in the preceding degrees the name
of Religion had only been preferved the better to
deftroy the thing ; but that in future the very name
would only be the expreflion of chimeras, of fuper.
fition, of fanaticifim, fupported by defpotifin and ame
bition, as a tool for cnfraving mankind.

This explication is no vain fancy of mine. See
Weifhaupt confidentially writing to his intimate and
incomparable Cato-Zwack :

1 firmly believe, that the fecret do@rine of Chrift
¢ had no other object in view than the re-eftablitfhment
« of Jewifh Liberty, which is the explanation I give of it.
“1 even believe, that Freemafonry is nothing but a
« Chriftianity of this fort ; at leaft, my explanation of
< their Hieroglyphics perfeétly coincides with fuch an
¢ explanation. In this fenfe, nobody could blufh at
“ being a Chriftian ; for I preferve the name, and fub-
« flitute reafon,---denn ich lafle den nameny und fubfti-
“ tuiere ihm dic vernunft”’.-.He continues: ¢ It is no
“ trivial matter to have difcovered a new Religion
¢ and a new Polity in thefe tenebrous Hieroglyphics ;”
and he goes on to fay, “ One might be -ind)uccd to
¢ think that this was my higheft degree ; I have, never-
« thelefs, three of infinitely more importance, for our
¢« grand myfteries.”* Here then is Weithaupt’s deci-
fion on the degree of Epopt or Illuminized Prieft.---It
is Chriftianity preferving the name of Religion, with

* Original Writings, Vol. IL, Let. 15, to Cato.



\

THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACH:

the: Gofpel -convested info a.xode by means of which
Chrift taught the Jacobinical Equglity and Tihortw &
Here Wci(%aqpt is tranfcendant in his:

his impiety ;. it is ynder the.f{acred 'pa

that he. teaches, his diforganizing princi

and Liberyy. ; -After having led his Ej

pacle of Impiety,.to what farther leng!

By lead his. Mage2~-He may. erafe the

Hon and-God ? - And. this he will do in

teries ;- for, who.can expe& to find the

“ You know that -theUaity of God was

% crets revealgd in the myfteries of Ele. ., ... ,.. ...,
¥ there ils mo fear of any fuch thing being found
“onine* - oo Cg
. After this,; cait the name of God be expeéted eveg
w0 be found in the myfteries of the Illuminized Maga
for any other purpole than to be blafphemed? We fog
this fame Weilhaupt referving all the Atheiftical pres
duétions for this degree; he writes ,aniu to- his ingema
parable man : “ With our beginners let us a&t prudensly
¥ with. refpe@t to books on Religion and Polity.;,;f,){
& my plan, I referve thep ;ﬁzrlgbe.?rand myfleries., . At
¥ firt we muft put only books.of- hiftory or of meta.
¢ phyfics into their hands... Let Morality be our purs
“ {uit. Rgbinet, Mirabeau (that is to fay the fyftem. of
% nature written by Diderot, though attributed to Mi-
“ rabcau,) the Social Syftem, Natural Polity, the Philo-
« fophy of Nature, and fuch works, are referved for
“ my higher degrees.---At prefent they muft not even
 be mentioned to our adepts, and particularly Hels
“ vetius on Man.”} The reader here fees a lit of
the moft Anti-rcligious and the moft Atheiftical
works,|| and that they are referved for thefe lafk
myfteries. As a preparation for them (harribile dic+
#2!) the very idea of a God- muft be eradicated from
the mind of the adept. Can we doubt of this, when
we fee Weithaupt thus' write : “ Do put Brother Nu;
“ menins in -correfpondence with me, I muft try to
© ¢ cure him of his Theofophical ideas, and properly

. 1 See the Difcourfe on the Degree of Epopt.
* ® Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 4, to g:\)to. . »
 1bid. Let. 3, to Cata.
|l See the Helvienne J.;ettzu on thefe Worka.
g ) 7

Val. IIL
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% prepare him for our viéws..-.Jch will ibn fuchen voss.
“ der Theofophie zu curieven, und zu unferen abfichten
“ zu beftimmen.”t The Theofopher, or the man fill
believing in a God, - is not fit for thefe myfteries; Res
kigion. then muft of courfe be irreconcileable with
them.” 'Were the confequences lefs evident, and fhould
we reject thefe fecret correfpondences, or condemn the
laft oracles of the Hieropharit to remain within thd
bundred bolts which keeps them hidden from the
adepts ; I fay, even then, to afcertain what the tenets
of the Se& are as to any worfhip or religion, wé
fhould not be neceflitated to enter that den of myfte-
ries. ‘Though Weifhaupt had: not mentioned Religioif
in his intimate correfpondence, the Atheiftical Confpi-
racy of his myfteries -would be evident, and why feek
private documents”Wwhen he has given us irrefragablé
proofs’ of guilt in - that which he publifhcs as his
apology ? o - S

- Two years after his flight, Weifhaupt moft daringly

az;h % Afferts, that the Syftems of his Hluminifin (as publithed

by the. civil powers) are but a mere fketch, a“plan a$
yet too ill-digefted for the public to form any judgs
ment either on him or his adepts, from the Original
Writings or his Confidential Correfpondence. ~ He
publifhes a new code, and calls it The correded Syftem
of Illuminifm, with its degrees and conflitutions, by
Adam Weifhaupt, Counfellor to the Duke of Saxe Gotha.
Here at leaft we have a right to djudgﬂc him and hig
myfteries, both in his apology and his corrected de-
ees. But the reader will now view him in a new
ight. He is not only the confpiring infidel, but the
infolent Sophifter,” infulting the public with all the
haughtinefs of the moft daring Atheift, {hrugging his
fhoulders in difdain at the reft of mankind ; and with
impertinént pity faying to us all, as he did of thé
adepts-whom he had duped, poor creatures! what coidd
one 10t make you believe ! _
* I deign to caft my eyes on this apology, or the Iilu-
minifm correted. He begins by telling us, that to
have fuppofed him capable of compofing fo extenfive
a work 1n two years was doing bim the bonour of fipe
pofing bim gifted with moft extraordinary talents ; and

4 Ibid. Vol. IL Let. 15, to Caro.
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it is in fuch terms that the Sophifter informs the public
that he takes them for great fools. Let the contempt’
with which he treats his readers be retorted upon him-
-Llf ;, let neither him nor his accomplices expe& to.
defcend to pofterity with any other di&m&ion than as
the phenomena of vice and infamy. Are we.to crouch
in token of homage before the men who infolently, fcoff
at their God and at the public weal? I know not whe-
ther Weifhaupt needed extraordinary talents or not,
though I grant him all the art and cunning of the
Sophifter ; but moft certainly he muft have prefumed
g:uch on the force of impudence when he flattered
hifelf that the public would inevitably find that his
corre@ted code contained no principles but fuch as
would elevate the mind and tend to form great men.*
What [ find is,. that it is nothing more than a medley
of all the arts of his original code for the education or
rather depravation of his adepts.  Did 1 wifh to form
# ftupid atheift, this would be the work I fhould chufe
fo put into his hands. As early as the third degree,
in f.placc of a God reigning as freely as he does pow-
erfully over this univerfe, I find the univerfe tranfs
grmcd into a vaft machine, in which every thing iy
held together or put in motion by I know not what
fatality, decorated fometimes by the appellation of
God, at others, of nature. Again: did I wifh to de-
corate with the name of providence a deftiny which
cannot_annibilate @ (ingle atoms without depriving the

ars of their fupport and involving the whole untverfe
1 ruin, this would be the work I thould recommend s
J would give it ta the narrow-minded adept, who, in
a world where every thing is faid to be neceffary,
fhould filt pretend to talk of virtue or vices, or who
sould comfort himfelf for all the harm which the
wicked could do him, by leagning that the wicked like
the virtuous man only followed the courfe which na.
ture had traced for himj; and that they would both
arrive at the fame point as himfelf; In fine, I would
put it into the hands of the imbecile, wha would call
the art of making merry the ari of being always happy

" # So ‘hofft ich doch follen alle darin ubercinkommen, dafs die in

diefen graden au((};eﬁcllten grund-sizc fihig feyen, groflc und srhabene ~ ’

‘menfchen zu bil
Vol. IIL -

en—Jnéroduction to bis correctd fyffem.
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(ars fimper gandendi ;) the art of perfuading one’s felf
that one’s misfortunes are incurable,:or that they are
all neceffary.* But what reader will broek the impu-
dence of that confpiring infidel, who, dedicating- his
myfteries as an apology to the whole. world and -all
mankind-—der welt und dem menfchlichen gefchlecht-—
and pretending to ‘prove that his original wyiteries are
not a confpiracy againft Religion, puts.a difcourfe in
the mouth of his new Hierophants, whofe. very title
charaferizes the moft determined one buth againfb
God and Religion ; he calk it, Ar infiruttion for the
adepts who are inclined to the fancy of believing in or of
adoring a God ! 1 know it may be alfo tranflated, A%
tnfiruction for the Brethren inclining towards Theofod
phical or Religious enthufiafm.t+ But if both thefe
tranflations be not fynonimous in the langhage of thé
Sophifters, let the reader judge, from the exordium of
the difcourfe, which is the moft aceurate. R,
* « He who wifhes to labour for the happmefs of
¢ mankind, to add to the content and reft of the hus
¢ man fpecies, to decreafe their diffatisfation (thefe
« are literally the werds of our Antitheofophical So«
“ phifter,) muft {critinize and weaken thof principles
« which trouble their reft, contentment, and happinefs:
« Of this {pecies are all thofe fyftems which are hoftile
“ to the ennobling and perfedting of human nature §
¢ which unneceflarily multiply evil 'in the world, on
“ reprefent it as greater than it really is: all thofe

" ¢« fyltems which depreciate the merit and the dignitp

# of man, which diminith his confidence in his own
¢ natural powers, and thereby render him lazy, pufili
¢ lanimous, mean, and cringing : all thofé alfo which
“ beget enthufiafin, which bring human réafon inta
“ difcredit, and thw open a free courfe for impofture §
«“ Al the Theofophical and Myftical: Syflems ; all thofd
“which have a dire@ or indireé tendency to fuch Syfa
“tems ; in fhort, oli the principles derived from Theofos
“ phy, which, concealed in our bearts, often finifp by
« Leading men back to it, belong to this clafs.” :
In the courfe of his inftruétians, the reader is not tq
exped that Weifhaupt will make any exception in fa.
* See in the corre@ed Syftem the Difcourfe on the third clafs.

+ Unterriet fiir alle mitgleider, welche zu Theofophifchen fchwir<
mereyen geneight find, ’
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vour of the revealed Religion, not even a hint at fuch
an_ exception is to be feen.-~-The Religion of Chrift is
reprefented as a medley of the reveries of Pythagoras,
of Plato, and of Judaifm. It is in vain for the Ifs
raclites to believe in the Unity of God, in the coming
of a Meffiah ; it is in vain to affert that fuch was the
faith of their forefathers, of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jas
¢ob, long before they entered Egypt or Babylon ; it is
in vain to prove, that the adoration of the golden Calf,
ér of the god Apis, was punifhed by the Almighty as
a -prevarication of their Religion : Nothing wil% ferve
the Sophifter ; he will declare in his correded code, that
the Religion of the Jews was but a modification of
the reveries of the Egyptians, of Zoroafter; or of the
Babylonians. To correi? his adepts, he teaches them
to caft afide the Creation as a chimera unknown to
antiquity, and to reduce all Religion o tivo Syftems—
‘The one, that of matter co-eternal with God, a part of
God, proceeding from God, caft forth and feparated
from God, in order to become the world—-The other,
matter co-eternal with God, without being God, but
worked by God, for the formation of the univerfe.
On thefe foundations he builds a general hiftory of all
Religions and makes all appear equally abfurd. The
seader might be tempted to think that thefé leffons
had been compofed before the hegira or rather pro-
fcription of the author of Illuminifm. They may have
been compiled for one of thofe difcourfes which he
declares to be of more importance than that of the
Hierophant in the degree of Epopt.—-He precifely fol-
Jows the courfe which Knigge reprefents as the grand
objec of the laft myfteries. He makes, after his fa-
fhion, a general compilation of all the {chools of Phi-
Jofophifin and of its Syftems; and hence he deduces
Chriftanity and all Religions. ‘The refult of the whole
is, that all Religions are founded on impofture and
thimera, all end in rendering man cowardly, lazy,
cringing and fuperflitious ; all degrade him, and trouble
-his repofe.*  And it is thus that this Sophifter, under
pretence of his juftification, daringly acts that part in
public which before he had only ventured to a¢t under
the cover of his myfteries. He fallies forth from his

* See the laft difcourfe of lluminifm corre&ed.
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baleful abyfs but to proclaim to the world what here-
tofore he had enly hinted to his adepts in private,—-
that the time was at length come for the. overthrow of.
every Altar, and the annihilation of every Religion. .,

Are any further proofs neceflary to demonftrate the
objeit of the grand myfteries? The teftimony of
Knigge cannot be objected to, nor can Knigge pre-
tend . or wilh to miflead Zwack when confidentially
correfponding with him. Both had figned the agree~
ment of the Areopagites refpe@ing the compilation of
the degrees of Luminifin*  Let us then attend to.
thefe two adepts—Philo-Knigge has been exhibiting all
that he has done, actording to Weifhaupt’s inftructions,
in the degree of Epopt, to demonftrate that Chrift had,
no other view than the eftablithment of natural Reli-
ion, or, in the language of Illuminifin, the rights of

iberty and Equality. Knigge then-continues: « Af-.
¢ ter having thus thown to our people that we are
« the real Chriftians, we have only a word to add
“ againft Priefts and Princes. 1 have made ufe of

© “fuch precaution in the degrees of Epopt and of Re-

« gent, that I fhould not be afraid of conferring them
¢« on Kings or Popes, provided they had undergone
% the proper previous trials. In our laft myfteries we,
“ have to acknowledge this pious fraud ; to provey
¢ upon the teftimony of authors, the origin of all the
« religious impoftures, and to expofe the whole with
¢ their connections and dependencies.” Cd
. Such, reader, is that word ta add, which was to ba
fpoken only in the laft myfteries of Illuminifm™ That
word againft priefts and the minifters of every wors
fhip! That word on the pious fraud, or rather laby,
rinth of impiety, in which the fe& had involved the
candidate on his firft entrance into the Order, only tq
extricate hin when he was judged worthy of their la(k

* Sec this agrecment in the Original Writings, Vol. I Part 1L ﬁgneni
the 20 Adurmeth 1551, or Anno Domini, 20 December 1781.

+ Da nun die leute fchen dafs wir dic cinzigen dchten wahren Chrifs
ten find, fo dirfen, wir da gegen ein word mehr gegen pfaffen und
fiirften reden; doch habe ich diefs fo gcth:m, dafs ich papfte und konige
nach vorhergegangener pritfung, in dicfe grade aufnchmen wollte. In-
dem hoheren myfterien follte man dann A diefe piam fraudem entdecken,
und B aus allen fchrifften den' urfprung aller religiézen ligen, und
deren zufammenhang cntwickclne—0Original Writings, Velo IL Lih Xy
Srom Philo to Catea .
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- myfteries ! The adept muit certainly be of weak intel-
les, and his credulity muft border on ftupidity, if he
bas not; in the degree of Epopt, and long before, ob-

ferved whither they were leading him. ~ Bat fhould |

he really be ftilt in the dark, or could he view with
the artifices which have been ufed with
him'; if all refle@ion have not abandoned him ; what
not the very term of pious fraud difcover to him?
‘At not recall to his mind, ¢ that on the firft invita-
of the {e&, to entice him into their Order, the
by telling him, that nothing contrary to reli
would ever enter the projcg‘s of the Order?

‘he not remember, that this dec was re-
his'admiflion into the . and reite:

he was received into the
forgotten, how the fed

of morality and of virtue in the

< and how carefully it ifolated both

When pouring forth its encoinium on

d not thie fe& infinuate, that true religion

from thofe myiteries and worthip

% $hich nerated in the hands of the orieft-
® hand? ** - remember with what art and

of Chrift and his Gofpel in the de

[lluminee, of Scotch Knight, and of

; how the Gofpel was infenfibly metamorphof-

illuminized reafon, its morality into that ol

e 3 and from a moral, reafonable, and natural

on, how a religion and a morality of the rights

h, of Liberty and Equality, were deduced?

he refle® how all the different parts of this

and opinions of thé fe& were infinvated to

, how naturally they occurred and appeared to

* have been foftered in his own breaft? Could not

“ the Se& fay to him, ’tis true, we put you on thé

& way, but you were much more earneft in folving

% our queftions than we in anfwering yours. When,

# for example, we afked whether the religions which

& pations had adopted fulfilled the objeéts for which

“ they were intended ; whether the pure and fimple

& religion of Chrift was really that which different

# Selts profefled at this prefent day, we knew what to

“ believe, but we wifhed to know how far you had

¥ inhaled our principles. We had a multitude of

~ ar .
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avowal of
an honeft
adept.

% prejudices to. conquer in you, before we could fuce
« f::ed in perfuading you tﬁa( the pretended religion
« of Chrift was but an invention of prieft«craft, ims
 pofture, and tyranny. If fuch be the cafe with the
§ much-admired and loudly proclaimed Gofpel, whag
« are we to think of all other religions? Learn, 1

“ that they are all founded on fition, all originate ip
« impofition, error, impofture, and chimera. Such is
« our fecret. All the windings we made; the hypos

¢ thefes we affumed ; the promifes fet forth ; the pas
“ negyric pronounced on Chrift and his fecret fchools

« the fable, of Mafonry being for a lopg time in,

“ feflion of his true dottrines, and opr, Order being
“ at prefent fole depofitary of his myfteries, can -no
« longer be fubjeds of furprife.. If, to overturn. Chyif
¢ tianity and every religion, -we. pretended folely,to
« poflefs true Chriftianity, the true religion, remembey
¢ that the end fanélifies the means, that the fage muf
« 1nake ufe of all thofe mieans for good purpofes,. which
 the wicked do for evil. The means we have eme
« ployed to rid you, and which we continue in ordes. to
« rid mankind of all religion, are but a pious fraud,
“ which we always meant to reweal to you when
“ admitted to the degree of Mage, or of Iduminized
 Philgfopher 1 1 1 SR
. To thefe reflections on the word to be added in”ﬂp
laft myfteries (fufficiently demonftrated by the afcenfion
of the degrees, by Weithaupt’s apology, by his intimaty
correfpondence, and that of his molt perfe& adepts
Jet us fubjoin the avowal of a man little calculated
indeed for a member of fuch an abominable tribe, but
who has better than any perfon known how to tear
the mafk from their hideous countenances, and expofe
their wickednefs. I am acquainted with his real
pame; I am aware that it would greatly add to the
confidence of the public; but I alfo know that conld
Illuminifm difcover his afylum, it would follow him to
drink his blood, though it were to the fouthern pole.
He is then entitled to fecrecy ; till now it has been ob-
ferved, nor will I be the firft to infringe his right.
The Germans have paid him homage, and, ignorant
of his name, they have furnamed him Biedergnan, or

"Man of Honour ; at leaft, it is under that denomina-

tion that his works are generally cited.  All that I
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% are but one and the fame thing ; .all religions are:

Vol IH. . . Sy



. O keep facreat? Sir; T am a Catholic as el he yourfelf,,
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inconfifient, - cftiynerical,: and the ipmention of ambh
EA4Igus men X o g SRR ST,
)

cng't o cipes terey ! "',.,.! I
B "».'Derp;ﬂe,_?}’v;ﬁiche’r ngu:ﬂanch;ﬁ‘lpi/o [}uq‘ heifly go-

thile 'fPih'oﬁﬂith!_é, grundsize, nach ‘'welchen alles, métenﬁﬂg

el i 4y

Gott'und die welt einerleg, alle teligion waf atthalt, und eu{
erfindung herf jjchtiger menfchenift. ' 2 T T

- T might have ‘qdoted thié teflimony bf’ apvther adepr, Wit}
wites as follows to'the authors of the Eadémonia :1{Vol. ;[H’
No. 2, Art; 4:)'% L'alfo can declare that T have been prefei
% at the grand myReries’y particulaily,' that Ja 1785 1 wif
“,antrufted with thes infttuiond of ‘the degred of Mage

- Rhilofopher ¢.:and -that.the fhoet ddfviprion: given in oy

« Enxpricans’ Scuicksax: {or: thellaft obje& iof Froew

* wafoary).is psrfeiily exatt. and, willeprawnded.* . Thy

ayghor of the. Engliches | Shickfal. bhs: pnlyiclike, myelf, copiedy

e st from Biedarman,, -, I bave ng knowledge of this ey

g\@ d’l' free g has igned his feweny Mfi“&!i‘%@"h?’.‘ﬁ
g K

ia nat 1o maké ufe of bys.name wighout. 30 :an
(st gecemy. - Bofenss ho wldy e P ot Roin Co
« tholic'; dnd in the country’in which. I live might find dify
& ﬁeﬁeablef confequénces’ from not having aficed ‘to je
“Yolved from my oath,’ Sefore F publifbed wiai I bad promif;
add' houkd' wik §0/khow whére You have Kattied, that she’
éathiyou had taleétieh e Muminees wad fiperior ¢ that you'
had qakan: 10 the fdre; i How then could you reconcile WA
your, cotifcienge the ketphg buck fam the! magiftvate of thel
fhinge. fuch proofs ag' you ad acquired: of 4 conlpiracy againlt
the:flate;?, 1 Yesy Aoipefiance, and ifk ablodggian for Daving
thkstn fiich am oaghy and for not bavidg beeit trne o -the, oxtlh
of ajjegiance -whish; yeu:had fwern to the. flate, and frop
whigh, you cauld noy be, abfolyed by any power on earth.—4
What fingular ideas are fometimes formed of probigy + To
pgsfaade one’s-felf that enc is bound by,3n.oath te 2 bapd.of
confpirators, whi 03 the oath of allegiapce. is joverlooked p=
Sir, had' you'faid, .that ‘it ‘was necxifary tp take proper pisy
cautioris for your fecurity, that wreiches bretending {o the podbiex,

~of life and ‘death might not ‘affaffinate ‘ydu‘,’.‘nbtﬁihg‘ could

ore gatoral ; take yoor precautiods while informing the pubs,
lic magiftrate, but do not come and give'us as an excufe.your ,
fidefity: to an oathi, ‘which in itfelf is hothing lefs tham a pers,
jutytteshe flace. - o o coart T, et )

: Nowwishflandiug, -hdwever, the repraach. jultly sigrited/by
thig-adept, bis. tétimony is not.to: be naglested,’ fince*he hat’
fent his name to the editors of the Eudemonia, a journa
printed at Franckfort on the Mein, and highly deferving of
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™ 6 Pivérs’ princiiEs,* continues thi 25GF, # throwp

it in the preceding degrees might'in Tome me
¢ d% .'" .
fbghing' conld-be betrer grounded chan ficH a

oint out the vhje@ thie Y& had in ‘vied?>

«.Nature, fo uftén thited with God, reprefented adtive
gf:c’God followingy, with the fame fmrmenfity of pow-

 the fi‘mrg’z wifdom‘as God, the conrfé which it had

L
W"a bundred fuch expreflions in the mouth of
€

tha the b .
oo Ler dhe Siedt PP Alembert afiert, that nothing

! Hicropbapt_evidently indicated, that the God of
eéithaupt wis thit of Spinofa or Lucretius, no other
n mattet anfl the vyverfe ;.in fine, the God of Athe:

kan be ‘miore obpafitt fo Atheifin than Spiirofifin ;* “or
iet Spinofa 1t;'%0 far from being an Atheift, he
tbnverts ¢ ing" into' God 3 will fuch an-exfufe
Faife pity or inagndtivn i the péddet ?” T ‘deny that
there is”any other *Gi8"than the world, is:.evidefitly
denying the only bEi}x{g'that can juftly b cdlted God,

1t is laughing at men, to with to .‘n‘xa‘ké_'r}hﬁ)j:‘béﬁ Ve,
! ¢

Wt the perfon is preferved beednfe they 'do ‘not dar

ftroy the name, at the very time that,the hame’ of =
Bod'is only ufed as #n agent for the ahnililation of '
cvery jdea of 4 Deiry. o o f

07

1 ‘think' I have ‘fufficiently demoﬁﬂ:ratcd, that ltﬁp

repared with fo inuch art and cunning, is no other

?‘rﬁ”‘ob}e& of thefe grand myfteries of Hluminifm,
B

to' pérfuade all nations that religion is but an invention .
of ambitious impoftors, and that to deliver nations

afi'to plunge the adepts,into a monftrous Atheifm,

from this defpotifm ‘6f impofture, and recover the fa. S
nvous rights of man, Lijerty and Equality, they muft '
begin: by annihilatir;g every religion, every worfhip,

every altar, and ceafé to believe in'a God. -

i

Let us continue the*'declaration of Biedersan, and The Man

the ‘objel of the laft part'of the myfteries (or the de- t’i‘;gf;g

1.
en

free of the Mar Kj‘i‘i‘x 7y wilt be equally clear. adept.

couragement for the vigdur with which the editors combat

the Illuminees. Their writings have frequently corroborated
materials that 1 had received from Auftria and' Bavaria, which
gives me great confidence in the refearches 1 have made.

* Panegyric of Montefq\iiéw .

Vol 1L Y 2
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*'The fecond degree of the: grand myfteries” he
fays, ¢ called the / King, teaches that every ine

. % habitapt of the country or town, every father of a

« family, is fovereign, as men formerly were in the
« times of the patriarchal life, to which mankind is
“ once more tb be carried back ; that, in confequencs,
 all authority and all magiftracy. muft be deftrayed.
% ...] have read thefe two degrees, and have paffed
« through all thofe of the Order.”+ .t

. How well authenticated foever this teftimony may -
be, ftill ohe is loth to think that there could have ex-
ifted men at once fo abfurd and fo wicked. as to take
fuch exquifite pains to educate their adepts merely. to
addrefs ;thent in the.end to the folloying purpofe :
% All that we have done for you. hitherto was only to
¢ prepare you to co-operate witht us in the annihilation
“af all‘l\gagiftracy, all Governments, all Laws, and
% al] Ciyil Society; of every Republic and even De-
“ mocracy, as well as of every, Ariftocracy or Monar.
“ chy---Jt all tended to infufe into you and make you
4 infenfiply imbibe that which we plainly tell you at
# prefent—All. men are equal and free, this is.their
¢ imprefcriptible right ; but it is not only under the
“.dominion of Kings that you are deprived of the exs
« ercife of thefe rights. They are annulled wherever
“ man recognizes any other law than his own will.
“ We have frequently fpoken of Defpotifn and of
% Tyranny ; byt they are not confined to an Arifto-
“cracy or a Monarchy : Defpotifin and Tyranny as
“gffentially refide in the Demaqcratic fovereignty of
“ the peaple, or in the legiflative people, as in the
“legiflative King. What right has that people to
“ fubjet me and the minority. fo the decrees of its
f majority 2 Are fuch the rig'llts',bf pature ? Did the

" % fovereign or legiflative people exift any more than
+ “Kings or Aiiftocratic Legiflators:at that period whent

“man enjoyed his natural Liberty and Equality ---
. Here then are our myfterics---AJl that we have faid .

+ Der zweyte, Rex gennant, Ichrt dafs jeder Bauer, Birger und
haufvater ein foivtrafn fty, wie in dem patriarchalifchén leben, auf wele
ches die leute weitler- Zuruck-gebracht. werden miiften, gewefen fey ;
und dafs fol%\lich alle obrigkeit wi en miiffle—Diefe beyden gradem
habe auch ich, der ich in dem ordew all¢s dunchgegangen bin, felfbit
gele®a,  Zhid. .

2%



e d

THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

"% to you-of Tyrants and Defpots, was only defigned in< °

¥ fenfibly to lead you to what we had to impart con-
% cerning the defpotifin and Tyranny .of the people
. thcmfc%vcs. Democratic goveroments are not more
“ confonant with nature than any others. If you afk,
#¢ How it will be poflible for men affembled in towns
 to live in future without laws, magiftrates, or con-
-4 ftituted authorities,---the anfwer is c%ear, Defert your

% towns and villages. and fire your houfes. Did men .

~# build or towns in the days of the
«Patric.. «.... ..., ..... all equal and free ; the earth
~% belonged to them all, each had an equal right, and
% lived where he chofe. Their country was the warld,
¢ and they were not confined to England or Spain, to
® France or Germany ; their country was the whole
1% earth, and not a Monarchy ‘or petty Republic -in
: ¥ fome corner of it. Be equal and free, and you will
#¢.be cofmopolites or-citizens of, the world. Could you
-¥ but appreciate Equality and Liberty as you ought,
1 you would view with indifference Rome, Vierma,gPa.
14 ris, London, .or Conftantinople in flames, or any of
=% thofe towns, boroughs, or villages which you call your
f.“:couutry'.m?riend and Brother, fuch is the grand fe-
‘«%-cret which we referved for our Myfteries ! ! 1
¢+ It is painful indeed to believe, that ftupidity, pride,
Jand wickednefs,. fhould have thus combined to prepare
*adepts, who, attending Weifhaupt’s Myfterics, . could
<yhiftake themi for the Oracles of true Wifdom .and
s4rapfcepdant Philofophy. How may Jacobins and thofe
‘pretepded patriots of Demecracy bluth, when they
~f¢arn the real objedt of the 8¢& which dire@s their
< altiaus ; when they learn that thev have only been the
<tools of: 2 Se@ whofe ul & is to overturn
< gven their Democratic, C 1+-But in attribug-
v ing fuch Janguage to the Hierophant of the laft Myfte-
: ries, what more have I faid than the Illuminizing Le-
giﬂator'has already declared! What other can be the
.meaning of his Patriarchal or of his Nomade or roani-

157

00 life, of, thofe vagabond clans, or of man fill in By the foree

*the favage ftate?* What Democracy even could. con-
Yt with, the Patriarchal life or the vagabond clans?
< Where is the neceflity for attending the laft Myeries,
. ) . . ”

* Ociginal Writings, Vol. IL, Let. 10, to Cato.

going dee
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to fearn from the Sed ifelf the extent of their con:
fpiracies? We have feen Weithaupt curfing that day
as one of the moft difaftrous for'mankind, when, unit-
g themfelves ‘in civil fociety, they inftituted Lawg
ehd Governments, ‘and firlt formed nations and people.
We have feen him depreciate nations and the national
fpirit as the grand fource of Egotifim ;- call down vena

eance on the laws, o the 7ights of nations as incom-

* patible with the' lzgtvs and rights of mature. What

élfe can ghe Be@' rhean by ﬁ:yh%, fhat nations '/ball ‘
difappear. from the face of the earth, than the annjhila:
tion of all civil or national fociety? Why thofe blaf-
emies againtt tha love of onc’s country, if not to pers
fuade the adepts.to ackiiowledge none ?---Have we not
heard tire Hierophant teachirig that true morality con:
fitted in the art of cafting Princes ayd Goternors afide -
and of governing ode’s Jelfy that the real original fin
tn- mankind was their uniting under the laws of civil
fociety ; that their- redemption could be actomplithed
onl;tgy thé abolition of this civil ftate 2 And when his
frantic hatred againft all government exalts his imagi.
nation, does he mot enthufiattically exclaim,  Lezr the.
laughers laugh, the Joffers [eoff ; fHll the day will come, .
when Pringes and Nations fhall difsppear from the face
of ‘the earti; a time when each man fhall recognize no .
other lowbut that of his reafon’? Nor does he hefitate .
to fay, that this fball be the grand work of Secaer
Bocizries. They are to-reintfate man in his rights of
Equality and Liberty, in"an independence of  every law -
but that of his reafon?  Such he formally declares to
be one of the grand mykeries of His Iluminifm ;¥ and
can the reader quietly {it down and think that alt'thefe -
declarations’ of the author of Illuminifm, who muft
be fuperior to his Myfteries, have not the abfolute ruin
of every law, government} and' civil fotiety ih view?
Has he not feen the Se& anticipating thofe objections
which evidence miglt have fuggefted againft {yftems .

- ftilt more wicked than ftupid ; forewarning the adepts, -
_ that independence once more reftored among men, it

was not to meet the fame fate it formerly had, and
was never to be loft again ;---teaching that mankind,
taving acquired wifdom by its difafters, ‘will refemble

* See the Degree of Epopt. °
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a.man correlted of his erross.by long experienge, and
who carefully avoids thofe faulty which were the caufd.
of bLis pa®t misfortunes? Has,not. she reader heard:
him proclaim.to his eledt, that this independence  ance;
recovered; the empire of the laws and all civil fociety:
would: geaft ;. and. will he - ftill .continue 10, ditbelieves
the exiftence of the mof} deliberate and. molt danggpe
aus Confpiracy that ever was fatmed againft fociey:! -.
b Shoukf’any,.of my.readers be weak . enopgh 1o:be:
feduced: by, the imaginary fwests of a patriarchal lifey
fo. srifully. promifed by -Weithaups,: et them geceive!
the'; explanation -of - that life from. thefe- preténded.
Awﬂil&safﬁ‘l&twq- TP e o st
v\ my-outfet. I did not only declare, that the déw
frrution of civil fociety was the pbject of  their iewss;
I.did net ednfine. myfelf to faying, that fhould Jado-
binifm triurnph every Religion and every , Govétomenv
would be overthrown ; but I added,,sbah to- whateuer:
ronk in focisty you say belong, iyewr righas.and yaur:
55. your, boufes. and. your sottages,. .evon yowr very.
ws.%-cbik}g;n:wodd gef;}(n fioms you* ¥ alngtc-w
jeted. fanaticifn: and enthufigfmiin my owa and my:
{'gadgr's matne. L have. fajd it, aud, »adam; the finn.
plett coriftraction, do-not proofs of the s extenfive,
plots-croutl ‘upon us from the very leffons of the>Sedt ?
Can,sommon. fenfe, hay can the ftrorget prejudice,.
refufe; to admit flich; powerful evidence? . - e

oLt bim who. may wifh ta preferver his field, his :;le of the
honfe, or the fimalleit pavt of bis property,. under. this:Se& againtt

him hear the Hicxophaut teaching the adept, that-
it would have hden happy for man, - 'Had he known!
% how to preferve’ himfelf in the -primiive ftate i |
“;which nature had placed him l--Butefoon the une

¢ happy. germ developtd itfelf in his heart, and reft

¢ and- happinefs difappeared. As families. multiplied,*
« the neceflary means of fubfiftence began to fail. The
¢ -Nomade or roaming life ceafed 5, Property began ; Men:
« ghofe fixed hahitations ; Agriculture broughp them to--
{ gether” What were.in the“eyts of the -Seét the
dreadful confequences of this deviation from- the No-
wade or Patriarchal life 2---Why the Hiesophent hal-

. Cl_:ag. L

-

ra!,t-iarchal life, go back to-the: laffer Myftaries 5 there TROPERTT
et

*

¥
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ens.to tell us, Liberty was ruined in its foundations, ard
Equality difippeared. This" Patriorchal or Nomade life:
is then no other than that which preceded property,:
the building of fixed hbabitations, of houfes, cottages,
or. the cultivation-of your fields. It was this beginning-
of property therefore, the building of: habitations; ‘thé-
caltivation of lands, which ftruck the firft tortat blow:
at Equality and Liberty. Should any ‘one wifh te
return to the - Patriarchal or Nomade- life with fuch
wretches as thefe apoftles of Liberty and' Equality, let:
him begin by renouncing his pro!)er 3 fethim abaiw.
don his houfe and his field ; let him, in unifon with the
Se@, declare, that the firlt blafphemy which was t¥er--
edia%ainﬂ: Equality -and Liberty was by the man who
firft- faid my field, my houfe, my propeng.' BT
- It muft be voluntary blindpefs, inde¢ed, in the man-
who will not fee the hatred conceived and the ‘Confpi.
racies entered into- by the Seét againft -vitles or” pre~
tenfions to, ndy. again(t the very exiftence of property, -
It will acknowledge none, nor can it in any {hape be.
compatible with their explanations of. Equality and Li.-
berty, or with that primitive ftate of nature which-no
more eititles you or.me to the poffeffion. of this

or filver, -or that field, than it does a third perfon. i1
Here it is not'{imply the queltion of eftablithing .
the Agrarian. Laws, where lands, riches, and other-
properties are to be equally diftributed among all ; i

. 15 not: fimply’ to- abolith the diftinftion of rich and
poor ; no, every property is to be deftroyed, that of
the poor like that of therich. The firlt man who
was weary of the Nomade, roaming, vagabond, and’
favage life, builta cot and not a palace. The firft
. Who furrowed the earth was in queft of bread and not
of gold ; but-+he neverthelefs, accordiné to the princi-
~. Ples of the Se®; was the mah who {truck the firft
. ‘eadly blow at Equality and. Liberty. Poor or rich
man then, - according to the doétrine of the Se&, the-

> 2 . field you have recovered fromi the wafte, and that
> you have qultivated, belongs to me equally as to you,’

or elfe te nobodys’ I,” though idle and inadive, am

entitled to the fruit of your fabours ; T have a right to

fhare thofe fruits which you have raifed on the land.

which I left uncultured. Does not Equality difappear,

whether it be a puor or rich man who fhall pretend
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Yo be entitled to or fay this field is mine, I have that
property 2 If the poor man has a title to his proper-
ty, has not the rich man alfo one? Treafures and
palaces are no more property than the cot or cottage.
Here an Illuminee fpies want, there abundance ; Equas

lity and, Liberty are every where banifhed ; Defpotifm

or Slavery- is univerfal. Neverthelefs, Liberty and
Bquality in his eyes are the rights of uature, and he
beholds them mortally wounded on the firft appears
ance-of property, when man became ftationary. Poor
or rich, you all imbrued your hands in this foul affafli-
sation of Equality and Liberty when you pretended to
property 3 “from that inftant you are both involved
in the curfe pronounced in the myfteries ; you are both
objetts of the Confpiracies of the Se& from the firft
inftant that you dared affert your right to your habi-
tations whether cots or palaces, to your properties,
whether fields or domains. But thefe cannot be the
whole of the fecrets; they are only thofe of the leffer
my(teries. Weifhaupt has revealed them to his Epopts;
he referves the grander fecrets for his Mage and Man-
King s then let any man rich or poor harbour, if he
tan, a hope of fecing the Sed refpe& his: property.
- Or rather let him behold the Sed at prefent pillaging
the rich in favour of the poor. The laft myfteries or
ultimate confpiracy will take place; and then the poos
snan will learn, that if Illuminifm begins by pillaging
the rich, it is only to teach him that he 1s no bettey
entitled to his property than the rich man was, anr(.ll
that the time is near when he will alfo be pillaged an
fall a vi@im to the curfe which has been prenounced
again{t every proprietar. .

The progrefls of this Sophifin is worthy of remark.
 If we judge by its prefent growth, what a gigantic
form will it affume for pofterity! The Genevefe Sq-
phifter of Liberty and Equality, anticipating the mo-
dern  Spartacus, bad already dogmatically afferted,
¢ That the man who, having enclofed a piece of
“.ground, firlt took upon himélf to fay this is mine,
¢ and found beings fimple cnough to belicve him, was
“ the true founder of civil fociety.” Ie then conti-
- nues :~-¢ What crimes, what wars, what murders,

¢ what miferies, what horrors would that man have
-Nol. IIL Z
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% {pared mankind, who, tearing down the fences o¢
“ filling up the ditches of this new enclofure, had cak
“ led out to his equals, beware of hearkening to thid
« impoftor, you are ruined if ever you forget that /¢
“ fruits belong to all, though the lmwd belomgs to nome,*
How many crimes and fpoliations would Rouffeau
have {pared the French Revolution, ify contemning fo
difaftrous a paradox, he had faid with more judgment
and veracity, “ The firt man who enclofed a piece of
Jand-and took upon himfelf to fay, this belongs to nos
body, 1 will cultivate it, and from fterile it {hall be.
come fertile ; I will follow the courfe which nature
fhall point out to me, to raife fuftenance for me, my
wife and children, aud this land wilf become my pro-
perty. The God of nature, who as yet has given &
to nobody, offers and will give it to him who fhall
firft cultivate it in reward for his labour.-~The firft
man who held fuch language, feconding the views of
nature, and meeting with beings wifé enough to imi.
tate him, was the true benefaitor of mankind. He
taught his children and his equals, that they were not
made to difpute the wild fruits of the earth one with
another, nor with the favage beafts of the foreft : no,
he taught them, that there exifted focial and domeftie
virtues far preferable to the roaming and often fero-
€ious life of the Nosmades. His po(%erity was bleffed,
his generations were multiplied. If it was not in his
gower to avert all the evils, he at leaft deftroyed the
rft of them, that fterility which ftinted the very
growth of life and drove the fcanty population of the
carth into the forefts like wild beafts, and too often
affimilated them to the lion or the tiger, to whom
they frequently fell a prey. ~
- Had the Sophifter of Geneva held this language, he
would not have expofed himfelf to the ignominy of
being the precurfor of Weithaupt.--But human imbe-
cility-has lavithed its praifes on this paradox, and have
decorated it with the name of Philofopky! The Ba-
varian Sophifter adopts the doétrine of Rouffeau, and
the delirium of pride has only refined on the phrenzg
of wickednefs. That which in the mouth of the maf-
ter had been but a paradox in fupport of ‘the wildeft

¢ Difcourfe on tLe inequality of ftations, Vol. IL
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~ -independence, becomes in the fcholar (without diveft-
Aing itfelf of its folly) the blackeft of confpiracies.

It is now too late to fay, that thofe were the wild
chimeras of the Sophifters; at prefent we are com.-
pelled to fay, fuch are the plots contriving againft all
and each one’s property, plots which have been aw-
fully illuftrated by the {poliation of the Church, of the
Nobility, of the Mecrchants, and of all rich proprietors
~Let them be called chimeras if you are {o determin-
ed; but remember, that they are the chimeras of
Weithaupt, of the genius of confpiring brigands, of a
genius the moft fertile in fophifims and artifice for the
execution of thofe plans fuppofed to be chimerical.
What Jean Jaques teaches his Sophifters, the modern
Spartacus infufes into his Illuminized legions, The fruits
belong to all, the land to none. He farther {tates in his
dark recefles, When property began, Equality and Li-
berty difappeared ; amf it is in the name of this Equa-
lity and of this Liberty that he confpires, that he in-
-vites his confpirators to reftore mankind to the patri-
archal or wandering life.

Let not the reader be impofed upon by the term Againft

patriarchd life. 'The illuminizing Hierophant fpecaks
of Abraham and of the patriarchs, of the father pricft
and king, fole fovereign over his family. He is not to
expeét to fee the father furrounded by his children,
exercifing the {fweeteft of all dominions, and each child,
docile to the ditates of nature, revering the orders
and anticipating the will of a beloved father. Noj;
this empire is as imaginary as his priethood. We
have feen in the degree of Mage, that the illuminized
patriarch can no more pretend to the acknowledgment
of a God than can an Atheift. We muft then begin
by withdrawing from the patriarchal life that intereft-
ing fight of the father offering up to heaven the pray-
-ers of his children, facrificing in their name, and exer-
cifing in the mid{t of them the funQions of the prieft
of the living God. In the next degree of the myf-
teries all his dominion over his children is to difappear,

as his prietthood has already done. Nor was I afraid -

to affert in the beginning of this work, If Facobinifm
triumps—-your very children [ball be torn from you. I

now repeat it; all this pretended fovereignty of the
Z2

Vol, 1L

paternal
authority.
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father is but a confpiracy againft the paternal auth eri.
ty. The proofs are extant in the codes of the fe&.
Here again is Weifhaupt deprived of the glory of
the invention. Roufleau and the Encyclopedifts had
long fince told. us, that the authority of tbe father ceafed
with the wants of the fou ; this was one of their princi.
ples of rebellion. The man who invented his Illumi-
nifm only to covert it into the common fewer of every
anti-chriftian and antifocial error, could not leave your
children in the dark as ta thefe leffons of indepen.
dence, though under the fanétuary of the paternal
roof ; nor with refpet to the pretended right of go-
verning themfelves, and of acfmowledging no other
law than that of their reafon, as foon as they were
ftrong enough to difobey, or no longer needed your
affiftance. Tell the illuminizing Hierophant, that your
children belong to you'; it will be ufelefs, for he has -
already anfwered, “ The paternal authority ceafes with
“ the wants of the children ; the father would wrong his
“ children, fhould be pretend to any authority over them
¢ after that period.” This is but a principle laid down
in the lefler myfteries. Follow up the confequences,
or rather leave it to the revolution to develop fuch a
principle. The reader will foon fee to what this au-
thority of the. father is reduced. Scarcely can the
child lifp the words Liberty and Equality, or that of
Reafon, when the commands of his parents become
¢he moft harrid defpotifin, oppreflion, and tyranny..-
Nor is the patriarchal fovereign to expeé any more
affection’ than abedience from his fubjeés or his chil-
dren.  In imparting the dofrines of Liberty and
‘Equality, the Hierophant had taught them to blaf-
pheme the love of onc’s family even ftill more than
the national love, or the love of one’s country, as bein

- the more dire and immediate principle of the mo;

difaftrous Egotifin. Let the father then enquire by
what bonds his children ftill remain united to him, or
how they are fubjected ta him, when, without fear,
they may openly refift his patriarchal power as foon as
their feeble arms have acquired fufficient ftrength to
aather the fruits which were to ferve them-as food.
No, this hellifh fect acknowledges no ties. Al thofe
of nature, as well as thofe of government or religion,
wére to be diffolved in Weithaupt’s laft yfteries,
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The child, like the favage tyger of the foreft, was to
abandon his parents when ftrong enough to go alone
in queft of his prey. And this 13 what the fe&@ calls
reftoring man to his primitive ftate of nature, to-the
patriarchal life, to thofe days when filial piety com-
.genfated for all the neceffary laws of civil fociety.
es, it is by the moft abandoned depravation of all
morals, by the extinétion of the pureft and jufteft fen-
timents of nature, that thefe confpirators confummate
their laft myfteries. In the name of Liberty and
Equality they abjure the love and authority of their
country; in that name they curfe the authority and
love of their own family. ’

As I proceed in revealing thefe plots, I know not
whether the reader does not frequently afk himfelf,
What then can thefe men want? Have they not fortunes
to preferve in our ftate of fociety? Have they not chil-
dren in their families? Can they be confpiring againft
themfelves? or, are they ignorant that their confpira-
cies will fall back upon themfelves?---Thofe who can
propofe fuch queftions are little acquainted with the
" enthufiafm of error when inflated by the fpirit of inde-
pendence and pride, of impiety and jealoufy. They
have not, like us, heard the cant of .the heroes, demi-
heroes, and fans-culottes of the revolution.-They will
‘be equal and free; they will it above all things.—It
mutft coft them many facrifices, but they are ready to
make them-.-They will lofe their fortunes in the pur-
fuit, but you will not preferve yours---He that ferved
-will become the equal, nor will he recognize either
- God or ‘man above him.-—Have we not feen the prince
of the fallen angels exclaiming in his pride,

——Here at lealt
‘We fhall be free ;—
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice,
To reign is worth ambition, tho’ in hell :
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heaven.

It is not.to one of Weithaupt’s adepts that the ties

of nature are to be obje@s. He muft be heedlefs of .
the duty he owes to his parents as of the affetion due

to his children, or the baleful confequences of the myf-
teries cannot affe him. Can the reader have forgot-

16

)



166

THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

ten the precept laid down for the Infinuators or.Re-
cruiters ?—-The principles; look always to the principles,
never to the confequences. Or, in other words, ftrenu-
oufly fupport and infift -upon thefe great principles of
Liberty and Equality ; never be frightened or ftopped by
the confequences, however difaftrous they may appear.
Thefe wretches, blinded by their pride, do not know,
then, that one fingle coniequence proved to be falle,
contrary to nature, or hurtful to mankind, is a fufli-
cient demonftration that both nature and truth hold
the principle in deteftation as the prime mover of
thefe difafters. Thefe madmen, with all the confi-
dence of an atheiftical Condorcet, when once become
the adepts of Weifhaupt, will exclaim even in the very
tribune of the National Affembly, Perifh the univerf,
but may the principle remain ! They will not fee, that
this principle of Liberty and Equality, devaftating he-

.man nature, cannot be a Liberty and Equality conge-

pial to mankind. Thefe unhafzpy men fall victims,
perithing under the axe of thele diforganizing prin-
ciples, and {pend their laft breath in. crying, Liberty
and Equdlity for ever. Noj they are all ignorant ef
the power of error ftimulated by pride, who could
think of counteradling the plots of the fe@ by the cries

“of nature, or.even by the feif-intereft of the illuminized

adept.—-They have not fufficiently comprehended the
artifice with which the Hieraphant.infinuates, vivifies,
and inflames the enthufiaftic zeal of his adepts.

The reader may reft affured, that villany never
flambers ; it watches inceffantly the opportunity for
the completion of its views. It will perfuade the im.
becile adept, that all his wants are to difappear on the
eltablithment of the reign of Liberty and Equality;
that he will be as free from wants as the favage ; that
Nature fhall provide for them ; and this heedlefs adept
thirfts after fﬁch an Equality. If the adept ruffian be
taught that the fruits belong to all, though the land to
:{z}zm’, he will eafily find means of obtaining his

are.

But am T really thinking of reconciling the adepts
with their plots? What is it to them whether you fee
any agreement between them or not? Villany, we all
kinow, is replete with contradiétions ; but is it the lef
wicked on that account, or are its crimes lefs real?



In vain would the reader obje&t and fay, What can
thefe men want with their monftrous Equality, with
their plots againft our civil laws, our title to even the
very name of property? Muft we then, to pleafe
them, abandon our habitations ; muft we renounce all
arts and {ciences, and end with burning our cities,
towns and villages, to follow them in herds like the
favage and nomade clans? Are half the inhabitants of
the globe to be {laughtered, the better to fcatter thele
roaming herds? What can be the obje& of thofe arts
and {ciences, and particularly of thofe Minerval acade.-
maies of Nluminifim? Can it be for the propagation of
fcience, or the involving mankind again in the difafc
ters of barbarifin, that all this parade of, fcience is
made? Can thefe Tlluminees refemble the Goths, Huns,
er Vandals? And is Europe once more threatened with
an inundation of barbarians like thofe which formerly
fallied from the North?---In anfwering fuch queftions
the reader may exped that I would put certain reftric.
tions on the views of the fe&t! Nothing like a reftric.
fion or qualification. Noj you muft renounce all the
arts; all the {ciences ; you muft begin by firing your ha-
bitations, not only your palaces, but your cities, towns,
and villages, in (hort all your fixed habitations, unlefs
you ftop the diforganizing career of the fe@®. Yes,
wherever its legions fhall be at liberty to aét and ac-
complith the grand obje@ of the fe&, there you may
éxpect to fee thofe {cenes of plunder, rapine, and devaf+
tation, which heretofore traced the awful progrefs of
the Huns, Goths, or Vandals; and this inference is fairly
drawn from the very code of the fec.

Has not the reader heard the Hierophant infinuating
the defigns of the fe@ upon the arts and fciences?
Has he not taught the adept to anfwer, when afked
what misfortunes reduced human nature to flavery,
that it was civil fociety, the ftate, governments, and
Jeiences 2, Has he not heard him exclaim, When fhall
the day come when, the clod of ufelefs fiiences banifbed
from the earth, man fhall recognize no other but the
. favage or nomade ftate, and which the {c& ftyles pa-
triarchal, primitive, patural? Has he not declared, that
the happinefs and glory of the fe& would be at its
zenith, when, behiolding thofe happy days, it could fay,
Tlis gs-our work ? (Wenn die befchleunigung diefer pe-
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riode, unfer werk ift #*) Are we to be duped by the
pame of Mineryal Academies, with which the fe&-des
corates its fchools? Can we obferve there any other
ftudy than that of applying the {ciences toahe fubverfion
of {cience; as well as to the total annihilation of al:
religion or focicty, when we remark the anxiety with

-which the {e& puts the following queftions to the adept

on his coming out of thefe academies, withing to know
what progrefs he has made in its principles before he
is admitted to the illuminized priefthood :

“ Do -the general and common iciences to which
“ men apply infufe real light? Do they lead to true
“ happinefs? Are they not rather the offspring of va:
“ riegated wants, or of the anti-natural ftate in which
“ men exilt? Are they not the invention of cramy
“ brains laborioufly fubtile ?”4 The reader has heard
thefe queflions, he has heard the fet blafpheme fci-
ence, and will he flill believe that Illuminifim recog-
pizes any other {ciences but thofe of the man-favage
equal and free, roaming in the forefts? Have not the
revolutionary devaftations, the multitude of monuiments
fallen beneath the hatchet of the Jacobin brigand, als
ready demonftrated the frantic-hatred of the modern
Vandals? . But the myfteries elucidate this enigma in
a clearer manner. : : :

Reader, give vent to your indignation. Afk again,
What can this Weithaupt be? What are thefe adepis
of Illuminifm? Treat them as barbarians, as Huns, -or
Oftrogoths ; but. fee him f{imiling at your contempt,
and teaching his adepts to honour themfelves by imi-
tating, and glory in the hope of hereafter furpaffing,
the difaftrous devaftations of thofe barbarians.e——wew
Do you know in what light the illuminizing legiflater
views thefe northern clans fallying from their forefts
and defolating the moft flourifthing countries of Eu.
rope, firing its towns, beating down its empires, and
ftrewing the earth with ruins? He complacently be-
holds the precious remains of the patriarchal race, the
true offipring of Nature ; it is with their hatchets that

* See above, the Prince Illuminee.

4 Befordern die gemeine wiffenfchaften warhafte aufklirung, wahre
menfchliche ghickfeligkeit; oder find fie vielmehr kinder der noth, der
verfielfiltigten bediirfniffe, des wiedernatiirlicher. zuftandes erfindungen
fpitzfindiger citler kopfe ?
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Re means to regenerate mankind, and fhape themn cut
to the views of the fe&. I did not note the leffons
?f the Hierophant on this fubje&, when le&uring the
uture Epoptw——eHere the account which Weithaupt:
gives of thefe clans, when he pretends to hiftorify hu
man nature, at that epoch marked in the annals of Ens
‘rope as a fcourge, and called the inundation of the
barbarians. Here is his defcription :
At that period, when all Europe had fallen a prey to
corruption, “ Nature, which had ptreferved the true
“ race-of men in its original vigour and purity, came

“ to the afliftance of mankind. From diftant, but.

% poor and fterile countries, the calls thofe frvage nas
“ tions and fends them into the regions of luxury and
“ voluptuoufnefs to infufe new life into the enervated
“ {pecies of the fouth ; and with new laws and morals
“ to reftore that vigour to human nature which flou-
“ rithed until an ill-extinguithed germ of corruption
“ infefted even that portion of mankind which origi-
« nally arrived in o pure a ftate,” or thofe barbarians
the pretended regenerators of Europe fent by Nature.
Such are the encomiums lavifhed by the fe& on the
Goths and Vandals. You thought it would be offend-
ing this illominized tribe to compare them to barba-
rians ; whereas they glory in the comparifon. Hiftory
has defcribed' thefe northern clans as carrying every
‘where fire and fword, as ravaging countries, firing
towns, deftroying the monuments of the arts, depopus
lating empires; their courfe is to be traced by ruins
and waftes, and in their train appear ignorance and
the iron age. But in the eyes of the adept this is not
the exceptionable part of their conduct; on the cone
trary, it was by fuch means that they were to regene.
rate mankind, and fecond the grand objeé of narure.
Thefe barbarians leave the regeneration in an imperfeét
ftate; in time they adopt our uvfages and manners;
they are civilized ; the plains rife once more in fertile
crops; fociety is re-eftablithed ; fcience returns; the
arts flourifh under the prote@ion of the laws; towns
are re-peopled; the firvage and primitive race, cone
_founded among the citizens, is fubjetted to the fame
laws, and governments acquire their priftine lultre.

Vol. IIL Aa
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Here, in the eyes of the adept, is the grand crime of

" thefe barbarians ; -the Hierophant, deploring their fall,

exclaims, « Oh had there remained any fages among:
“ them happy emough to have preferved themfelves
“ from the contagion, how would they figh after, and
% ardently wifh to return to the-former abodes of their
“ anceftors, there again to enjoy their former plea-
“ fures on the banks of a rivulet, under the fhade of a
“tree laden with fruit, by the fide of the obje& of
“ their affections! It was then that they conceived the
“ high value of Liberty, and the greatnefs of the fault
“ they had committed in placing too much power . im
“ the hands of one man--.It was then that the want of -
« Liberty made them fenfible of their fall; and feek
“ means of foftening the ri%our of Stavery ;--but even
“ then their efforts were only aimed againt the tyrant,
“and not againft tyranny.”

It is thus that the infidious and declaiming Sophifter,
but able Confpirator, leads the adept through the la-
byrinth of bis lefler myfteries, not barely to imitate
thefe barbarians, but to furpafs their devouring rage,
by conftancy, perfeverance, and the perpetuation of
their devaftations. Thus are to be explained all thofe
queftions on the danger of reconquering Equdlity and
Liberty only to lofe them again, Hence thofe exhor-
tations ¢ to unite and fupport each other; to increafe
¢ their numbers; and to begin by becoming powerfut
¢ and terrible-—-You have already done it, for the muls
“ titude fides with- you~-The wicked, who fear you,
« feek protection beneath your banners---Henceforward
“ your ftrength will be fufficient to bind the remainder
« of mankind, fubjugate them, and ftifle vice in its
« origin.”*

Such will be the explanation of the revolutionary
rage and madnefs which has levelled beneath its blows
fuch a multitude of majeftic and invaluable momuments
of the arts and {ciences---The cry of indignation rifing
from every clafs fufpends for a moment the fanguinary
crimes of the Jacobin Vandal, and he even pretends to
weep.-—-Wait, and the laft m‘yﬁeries thall be accom-
plifhed : wait, and you fhall {fee the awful bodings of

* Nun feyd ihr ftark genug den noch iibrigen reft dic hinde zw

" binden, fie zu uaterwerfen, und dic bofheit cher in ibrem keime zn

erfticken,
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the Hierophant fulfiled, and with fire and fword fhall
he aunnihilate your laws, your {ciences and arts, and
erale your towns and habitations. - .
Here in particular is to be found the origin of tha

revolutionary ferecity, that thirlt of bload, thofe infa-
tiable profcriptions, thofe inceffant executions, and fi-
nally thofe banithments more artfully cruel than the
relentlefs .guillotine.  Yes, the time draws near when
they (hall bind the bands, fubjugate, and crufb in their
arigin, what the Se& calls the wicked, or, in other
words, .all who are proof againft their vile efforts ; the
time for fubjugating and deffroying every citizen zeal-
- ous in the caufe of Religion, or wigx‘mg to fupport the
faws, civil fociety, or property. Like Huns and Van.
dals, the Sect has begun its career ; but it will carefidly
-avoid terminating it like them s the devaftations of its
foHowers fhall be perpetuated, and they will be Van-
dals to the laft, unul Religion, property, and the laws
thall be irrecoverably loft. Such atrocious plots are
only the confequences of the lefler myfteries; but truft
the author of the Se®, the modern Spartacus, for the
farcher .development of them. Has he not told you,
that his laft myfteries were but the comfequences, a
clearer and more abfolute expofition -of the foregoing
fecrets of the Order? He informed you, that nations,
together with their laws and focial inftitutions, fhalt
vanith, and that they fhall difappear before the all-
powerful arm of his adepts, or his modern Vandals.
What new focret then remains to be difcovered, unlefs
it be that no time {hall blunt the {fword or flack the
unrelenting fury of his profelytes ; that they fhall per-
fevere until the end of time in their Vandalifm, left
Religion, fociety, {cience, arts, the love of their coun-
try, and refpe@ for property, thould fhoot forth again,

and overthadow the venemous growth of his Iliumi-

nized Liberty and Equality ?

But Spartacus is not to be contented with thefe laft
fecrets of the Confpiracy ; his pride cannot endure that
others fhould ufurp the glory of the invention. Hi-
therto we have feen him play upon the credulity of
his adepts, inflame their zeal, and acquire their refpect
by the pretended antiquity of his Order; and fuccef-

fively attribute the honour of inftituting his myfteries:

Vol. IIL Aaz

171



17¢

YHE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY:

to the children of the Patriarchs, the Sages, even ta
the God of Chriftianity, and to the founders of the
Mafonic Lodges. But now the time is come when the
adept, initiated in the higher myfteries, is fuppofed to
be {fufficiently enthufiaftic irr his adwmiration of the Or-
der for the chiefs no longer to fear o difclofe the real
biftory of Illuminifm* Here they inform him, that
this fecret fociety, which fo artfully led him from
myftery to myftery, which has with fuch perfevering
induftry rooted from his heart every principle of Re-
figion, all falfe ideas of love of the country or affec-
tion for his family, all pretenfions to property, to the
exclufive right to riches, or to the fruits of the earth
this fociety, which took fuch pains to demonftrate tire
tyranny and defpotifin of all that he calls the laws of
empires ; this focicty, which has declared kim free,
and teaches him that he has no fovereign but himfelf;
no rights to refpe@ in others, but thofe of perfect
Equality, of abfolute Liberty, and of the moft entire
independence ; this fociety is not the offspring of an
ignorant and fuperftitious antiquity, it is that of mo.

-dern philofophy, in a word, it is of our own inven-

tion. ‘The true father of Illuminifin is no other than
SrarTAcus WEISHAUPT.

We may alfo perceive by many of Weifhaupt’s let.
ters, that this latter part of the fecret, which attribut-
«d to him the whole honour of the invention, always
remained a myftery to the greater part of his Mages
and Men-Kings. Thofe alone who, under the title of*
Arcopagites, formed the grand councll of the Order,
were to be made acquainted with the real chief and
founder, except in certain cafes where an adept was
judged worthy of fo diftinguithed a mark of confi-
dence.+ Whatever merit the adept might boaft, Weif:
haupt knew na higher recompence than to tell them
in the end, “ This general overthrow of the Altar, of
the Throne, and og all Society, is a conception of
my own; to me aud to me alope is due the whole
glory.”

" I have revealed the difaftrous fecrets of Illuminifm g
I have laid open the gradation and progreflive degrees,
the lang chain of artifice, by which the Seét preparces,

* Original Writings, Vol. Il Letter from Knigge to Zwack.
+ Original Writings, Vol. 1. Let. 25, to Cato, :
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its adepts for the laft: myfteries, to behold- them fiript
of their veil without fhuddering, and to embrace them
with enthufiaftic ardour.—We muft either commit the
Code of the Se& to the flames, and deny the truth of
its annals; even refufe the evidence of the familiar
carrefpondence of Spartacus Weithaupt the founder,
and of Philo-Knigge the principal compiler ; we muft
difpute all the agreements of its moft arduous co-
operators, or elfe muft we wait, as the only poffible
demonftration, the entire and fatal execution of thefe
difattrous plots, before we pofitively pronounce, that
the fole obje of their infernal plans and of their
frantic wifhes is no other than the total overthrow of
every Altar, of every Throne or Magiftracy ; the an-
nihilation of all authority and of all civil or religious
fociety ; the deftru&ion of property whether in the
bhands of the rich or of the poor ; and the very arts
-and fciences which can only be cultivated in civil fo-
ciety are to be banifhed from the face of the earth.
Liberty and Equality, together with the maft abfolute
.independence, are fo be the fubftitutes for all rights
and all property: Our morals and focial intercourfe
-are to make place for the favage, vagabond, roaming
life, which the Seé alternately decorates with the
-name of Nomade or of Patriarchal. The means to
be employed in operating this change will be found in
the artifice, deceit, illufion and wickednefs which the
Sophifters are mafters of, until the force of numbers
thall bave declared for the Se&; but when at length,
powerful in numbers, the Se& fhall have acquired
ftrength, it fhall not only bind hands, [fubjugate, mur-
der, ravage, and renew all the Lorrors and atrocities
of the barbarians of the North, but alfo furpafs thofe
Vandals in the arts of deftrution, and without pity or
diftinétion butcher all that part of mankind that {hall

dare to oppofe the progrefs of the Sed, prefume to .

heave a figh over the ruins of religion, fociety, or pro-
perty, or attempt to raife them from their athes.If I
- have not praved that fuch are the wifhes, the fecret
-machinations of the Se& and of its flagitious princi-
ples, let me be informed what is to be underftood by
proof, or what is to be the operation of evidence on
the human mind.--Were it poffible that any of my
readers il confoled themfelves with the idea that the
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frantic extravagrance of thefe plots furpafied their wic-
kednefs, Jet thern remember tl‘:: I ha%u fomethin
mere to fay.—-I have flill to inveftigate the laws
interior government of the Sed, laws adopted for the
dcftruction of every other law or government, and
that it might hereafter prove, that however monftrous
the object of the plots of the Sect may be, it was far
from being chimerical. :
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CHAP XIN

Tenth and laft Part of the Code of the Illuminces.-
Government of the Order.—--General Idea of that Go-
vernment, and of the Share which the Inferior Claffes.
of Tlluminifm bear in it.

T is not enough for the founder of a Set of Con- Of the -
. fpirators to have fixed the precife obje& of bis Poi“l':‘;""‘
plots, the trials and degrees threugh which his adepts Govern
are to rife infenfibly to the acquifition of his profound- ment of the
eft myfteries. His accomplices muft form but ong Lodge
body animated by one fpirit; its members muft be
moved by the fame laws, .under the infpeion and
government of the fame chiefs, and all muft tend to-
wards the fame obje®. Such a genius as Weifhaupt’s
could not be fufpected of having overlooked in his
Code fo important a mean of fuccefs. From what I
have already faid, the reader will have obferved what
conne&ion and fubordiration fublifted in the gradation
of his myfteries ; how all the adepts of a given town
formed, notwithftanding the inequality of their de-
grees, but one and the fame academy of confpirators,
while each. one laboured feparately at the overthrow
. of religion and the laws in the ftate in which he lived.
In this academy the Candidute and the Novice are une
der the dire@tion of the Imfinuator, who intreduces
them into the Minerval Lodges; thefe Lodges are
governed by the Minor Illuminees, who in their turn
are infpected by the Major Jlluminees. Next to thefe
preparatary degrees follow the intermediary or Mafon-
ic Sc ee, called the Scorch Knight ; and his power
extends on the one fide over the Major Illuminees,
and on the other over the Illuminized Mafons ; ox, in
neral, over all that part of the Order fliled in the
de the lower part of the edifice. After thefe we
meet the Epopts and Regents or Princes of the lefler
my(teries, and laftly, in the higher myfteries, the Mage
and Man-King.
The aggregate of all thefe degrees forms a com.
plete academy of Confpirators, and impendent rpin
threatens the country where fuch a one exifts. The



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY:

Magiftrate and the Citizen may expe& to fee their
property and their religion annibilated. The Sect re.
cognizes no country but the umniverfe, or rather ac.
knowledges none; the very term country is a blaf-
phemy againt the rights of mian, againft Equality and
Liberty. What edch member in his particular acade-
iny performs by himfelf is performed throughout all
of them by the Se in general, and the combined
efforts of the whole are regularly direfted towards
the concerted plan of devaftation. The Miners have
received their inftru@ions, that each may bore his fub-
terrancous galleries, and lodge the chamber of his
mines in fuch a manner that partial explofions may
forward the views of the Se&, without endamaging
the grand chamber, which fhall involve the whole
world in the premeditated explofion of univerfal de-
ftru@tion. To produce this effed®, geueral laws and
mutual communications, common chiefs and dire&ors

* are requifite. Each Confpirator, wherever his field

Weifhaupt
meditates
on the laws
of his Go-
vernment.

of  adtion may lie, muft be certain that he aéts in con-
cert with his Brethren, that he will not be croffed . in
his plans, but on the contrary meet every where with
fupport and correfponding agents. , :
- Weifhaupt was aware, that the farther the {phere of
diforganization was to extend the more perfeét fhouild
be the organization of his power. The more cager
he was to call down univerfal anarchy, and make it
take place of all laws, the more did he with to efta-
blith fubordination, and concentrate the forces of the
Order, the better to dired its motions. To accomplifh
this, the oath of implicit obedience to Superiors was
not enhough. It was not fufficient for the adept to
have blim%ly fubmitted bhis life and fortune to the def-
potic power of unknown chiefs, {hould they ever fuf-
pe& him of treachery or rebellion. The Superiors
themfelves were to be bound by laws and principles
common to all, that they might proceed in all points
by a regular and uniform impulfe. |

* It coft Weithaupt much meditation pefore he could
perfet his plan of government as he wifhed. Five
years after the eftablithment of the Se@, he writes
« This machine of ours muft be fo perfectly fimple that
“ g child could direct it ;” and later he writes, “ allow
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A me time to digeft my {peculations, that I may pro-
- % perly mmfﬂlal»gaur i'f:ie’;."* . A
8o pre-occupied was Weithaupt with his fpeculations

on the go.vhc;'snmem.qf{ ti);c 8cc, that al his lesters
. Weritten to peincipa pts are replete with his
‘maxims and political councils. One n?tliz have heard
or read them one’s felf to credit the deepdaid villany
of his means and his mfernal policy. Here is ah
~example : v

- In the fame letter which I have juft quoted of the
‘1§ Afphandar 11 él he gives two rules to be inferted
among the inftru&ions of the Arcopagites--The one,
to be on the referve with Candidates from among the
oafi of the rich, becaufe that fort of men, proud, ig-
norant, averfe 1o labour, and impatient of fubordination,
‘only feck admiffion to our ries in order to make
them an obje@ of ridicule and mockery} the other,
fot to take the fmalleft pains to prove, that Hluminifm
s in the fole poffeffion of the true -Mafonry, becauf’
the beft poffible demonflration is to give mone. Let
Weithaupt himfelf explain a third law, which is to
make a part of hi¢ political colle®ion. >
- # That we may. be unconirouled in onr difcourfe, let
 ogr paupils remark, that the Superiors ewjoy a greas
& lazitude in that refpel¥ ; that <we fometimes fpeak in
& ome way, Jometimes in another } that .we often quelt
% tion with great affurance only to found the opinions
& of our pupils, and to give them an unity
# fhowimg it by their anfwers. 'This rfuge res
# pairs many errors. Let us always fay, that the end
4+ will difcover which of our obfervations conveys our
#¢ true fentiments.---Thus we may fpeak fometimes in
# one way, at others in a quite different one, that we
“ niay never be embarrafled, and that our real fentis
“ ments may always be impenetrable to our inferjors.
# Let this be alfo inferted in the inftru®ions, etiam boc
& inferatur inflrsctioni. 1t wotld ftill have a bestor
X effe&, if you gave in charge to our Major Jhumi-
& mces to vary their converfation with their inferiors,
% for the above reafons, ex rationibus fuprd difdis.”

* * Lesters to Cato, 15th March 1781, and 16th February 178m
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Thefe infertions of Latin are from Weifhaupt, whd
frequently makes ufe of that language in his letters,
It is immediately after having given thefe principles of
government to-the Areopagites, the chief fuperiors of
his [uminifin, that Weifhaupt adds, « I entreat that
« the maxims which are fo often to be found in my
“ letters may not be loft. Colle@ them for the ufe of
€ our Arcopagites, as they are not always prefent td
“ my mind. With time they might form an excek
“ lent political degree. Philo has long fince been em:
« ployed about it. Communicate alfo your private
« inftrucions to each other, which may in time grow
¢ into an uniform code. Read them attentively, that
“ they may become familiar to you. Though I know

« them well and pra&ife them (und auch darnach han-

« dle) they would take me too much time to digeft
« them fyltematically. Thefe maxims onee engraved
“ in your mind, you will enter better into my plans,
« and you will proceed more conformably to my mode
¢ of operation.”*

Let the reader alfo profit of thefe inftrucions. They.
muft bear evidence in mky behalf while rcvea]in? all
the monftrous artifices of the remaining part of the
illominized code. From thefe long meditated combi-
nations, fprang forth that chain of laws which was to
dire& each Illuminee in all his proceedings. -
. We firft remark in this government, as a means of
fubordination, a general divifion of command, as well
as of locality. Each department has a particular
lodge for its adepts ; each Minerval lodge has a fupe
tior from among the preparatory clafs, under the im
fpedtion of the intermediary clafs. In the fecond

' Flace, we find the divifion into diftri®s which contain

everal lodges, all which as well as the Prefedt are
under the dire&ion of the fuperior of the diftrict whom
the Order calls Dean.  He is alfo fubjected to the Pro-
wincial, who has the infpedion and command over all
the lodges and deanries of the province. Next in.rank
comes the National Superior, who has full powers
over all within his nation, Provincials, Deans, mgesy
G¢. &e. Then comes the fupreme couneil of the

* Letter to Cato, t5th March, 1785
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’

Order, or the Areopagites, prefided by the real General
of Illuminifm.

The fame hierarchy is preferved in their communi-
cations. The fimple Illuminee correfponds with his
immediate fuperior, the latter with his Dean, and
thus gradually afcending to the National Superiors.
Thefe latter are in dire@ correfpondence with the
Areopagites ; and they alone are acquainted with their
réfidence. In ¢his council there is always a member
whofe particular office is to receive and anfwer their-
létters, and'to tranfimit orders, which gradually defcend:
to the perfon or perfons who are the objeéts of them.
The Areopagites alone are entrufted with the name
and refidence of the Géneral, excepting in eafes which
I have already noticed, where particular confidence or-
remarkable fervices have gained for an adept the fig-
nal honour of knowing and approaching the modern
Spartacus. - ' :

- It is eafy to perceive, fram the very regulations of
_the firft degrees, how voluminous this correfpondence:
muft be. Each brother, in the firlt place, ‘as the na-.-

79
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Its objed;.

tural firutator of his co-adepts and of the profane, is.

béund to tranfmit at leaft one letter each month,” with
a ftatement of all the obfervations he has made, whe-.
ther favourable or detrimental to the Order. He is
alfo to give an account of the progrefs which himfelf:
amd his brethren have made ; of the orders he has re-
céived, and of" their execution ; and he is each month
taViriforin his higher fuperiors' whether he is pleafed
with the condué: of his immediate fuperior. Each
Brother Infinuator is to report the progrefs of his can-
didates, and the profpe@ he has of adding to their
namber. Next, to {well the volume, come all the
portraits of the adepts, the extracts of tablets or daily.
obfervatiops made on the friends or enemies of the
Order : alfo the minutes of initiations, the charaders
and lives of the initiated, the returns made by the
lodges, thofe by the fuperiors, and an infinity of other-
articles which the Hluminee is bound to make known
to his chiefs.-—--All this occurs without noticing the
numberlefs orders and inftruions which are perpetya.
ally tranfiitting to the inferiors.

Vol IIL " Bbaz



180

Its grada-
tion,

Powers of
each degree
sefpecting

this corref-

pondence,

THE ANFTISOCIAL -CONSPIRA@Y,

_Bofides the fecret language already explained,
of which the grand objet was to render this correl,
gmdence umintelligible to the profane, the fect

cret means of tranfmitting their letters; left they
might be interccpted. The Order ftyles thefe letters
relative to their llluminifin Quibus Licer’s (or to thofe:
who have a right.) The origin of this appellation s
the diretion o% thefe letters which eonfifts of the twa
words Quibus Lizet or fimply the initiaks Qg L. When,
therefore, we find in the Original Writings, that fuch
an adept has been fined in fuch a wmionth for having:
negledted his Q. L. it muft be underftood. that he leg
fuch a month pafs witheut writing to his {uperiors.*

When the letter contains fecrets or complaionts which
the adept choofes to keep from the knowledge of his
immediate fuperior, he adds to the diredtion Soli or
Primo (to him alone, to the firft:) this letter will then
be. opened by the Provincial, the National Superios,
ar will reach the Areopagites, or General, actording to
the rank of the perfon from whom it comes, :
. Next to thefe general riteans of graduated correfy,
poudenee, come the meetings proper to each dugree,.
and their refpeQive powers. We have already fees,
that thofe of the Minerval academy are regularly held
twice a mongh, The Miner [Huminees, who are the
magitrates of this degree, and the Major Hluminee,
or the Scetch Knight, who prefides in them, have na

- dire@ fhare in the government, farther than to i

the {tudies and watch over the condué of the young

. Minervals, apd report to the lodges of the Majar 1o,
* mineed. It is in that degree that the authority begine

to extend beyopd the limits of the affembly. "k istp
the Major Illuminees that all the tablettes or infbruge
tions relative to the brethren of Minerva are fent,
Here thefe flatements are digefted, and receive addi-
tions and notes, before they are forwarded to the afs
fembly of the next fuperior degree. Here are judged
and c?::termined the promotions of the Novices, Mi- -
pervals, and Minor Illuminees ; and alfe all differences
and comtefts which may arife in the inferior degrees,

, unlefs the importance of the debate be fuch as to re,,

% Vol I Let. 2, fram Spartacus to Catg,
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re the interforence of :a higher tribunal. They are
the guardians of the firft tablets and reverfal letters of
the bretbren. As to'what knowledge a Major Illumninee
may have acquired either relative to other fecret focie-
ties, or to employments or dignities which might be
obtained for adepts, he is bound to- report it to his
lodge, which will note it, and.inform the affembly of
the Dire&ting Illuminees or Scotch Knights.*

When treating of the intermediary degree of Scotch
Knight, I gave an account of their particular fun&ions,
and efpecially their charge of fuperintending the Ma-
fonic lodges. The part they a& in the general govern-
ment of the Order, chiefly confifts in hearing all the
Quibus Licets of the Freparatory claffes read in their
chapters, even thofe of the Novices which had already
been opened by the officers of the Minerval fchaol ;
the latter having only the power of deciding provi-
fionally on thefe letters. -

The authority which the Scotch Knights exercife
over this carrefpondence feems to give ftill more pro-
%;i’cty to their denomination of intermediary degree.

eir sz]i:’zm Licets are diredly fent to the provincial
Jodge, w
‘the myfteries of the Order. But the Knights read all
Jetters comingt from the preparatory clafs which have
not the diftinétion of Primo or Soli, They claflify and
make extralls from all the Quibus Licets of lefler
_importance coming from the inferior degrees, and
- fend the general extra@ to the Provincial. To thefe
extradts they fubjoin a circumftantial account of every,
thing that 18 going forward in the lodges of the pre-
“paratory clafs, to which they tranfmit all the orders
coming from the adepts initiated in the myfteries, even

from thofe of the higheft degrees with the very names

of which they are unacquainted, and thus conftitute a
link between the two extremities. -

Both'the intermediary and preparatory claffes, how-
-ever, form but the lower part of the edifice. ‘The
Prefe@s of the Chapters of the Scotch Knights are ra-

ther tools than fuperiors; they receive their impulfe

* Degree of Major Hlluminee, Inftruction 4th.
T, See this degree, Inftrution the 2d, No. 2,

ich is compofed entirely of adepts initiated in .
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from the higher myfteries. It is there that the grand
polity of the Order is to be fought for in the inftruc.
tions laid down for the Epopt and the Regent, and

thefe are the inftructions which beginning with thefe.

of the Epopt, demand our utmoft attention.
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CHAP. XIV.

Of the Government and Political. Inflrufions for the
Epopts.

183

NLIGHTEN mations ; that is'to fay, efface from Objedt of
the minds of the people what we call religious thefe i

and political prejudices ; make yourfelf mafter of the
public opinion ; and, this empire once.eftablithed, all
the conftitutions which govern the world will difap-
. pear.——Such are the grand means, fuch the hopes,
on which Weithaupt has been obferved in his myfteries
to have grounded his hopes of fuccefs. . We have
. feen even the fciences involved in the vortex of his
confpiracies. They were to be fwept into the com.
mon mafs of ruin with religion, laws, Princes, nations,
our towns and ftationary habitations. Vandalifim and
the era of barbarifm were to be revived, and fcience
was to be reduced to that of the nomade and favage
clans equal and free. This gigantic mafs of deftruc-
tion could be the operation but of a general corrup-
tion and perverfion of the public opinion, which is

itfelf dependent on' fcience, or at leaft upon the repu-

tation of wifdom and knowledge which he poffefies
who pretends to inftru&t us. To prepare the attack,
therefore, it was neceffary to make the fciences ferve
under the banners of the Se& in the caufe of their
own annihilation, and through their means captivate
the public opinion in favour of the Sedt. Its errors
once triumphant, and every thing dear and facred to
man vandalized and overthrown; {ciences would of
themfelves fhrink back and vanifh from before the
"man favage and free. Such were the fruits of Weil-
haupt’s meditations, fuch the fpirit which di®ated the
laws given to his Epopts. This degree was to extend
the conquetts of the Set over public opinion by fcience,
or, in other words, to difpenfe its anti-religious and
anti-focial doétrines under the bewitching name of

fcience. He entirely devoted his degree of Epopts to "

the fciences, and may be faid to have foreftalled them
all, that he might ufurp and dictate to the public

Gions
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opinion ; or, rather, tainted them all, to make themi
fubfervient to his views; well affured that they would
not furvive the contagion. In his Minerval degree, it
was the minds of the young adepts that he withed to
pervert ; but in his degree of Epopt, his means and
views cxpand, and, er the fame mark, he aims at
nothing lefs than the perverfion of the whole univerfe:
He formed it into a fecret academy, whofe hidden

- ramifications, widely fpreading throughout the globe,
were, by means of the difaftrous laws he had combi-
ped, at one blow to annihilate all fociety and the em:
pire of fcience. ‘

The plan may appear inconecivable; and dbove the
reach of the molt diforﬁanizing gehius ; but let the
reader remember how clearly it has been proved
the myfteries, that Weifhaupt and his folowers were
firmly refolved to bring back the human race to the
days of the Huns and Vandals, and, by means of this
Vandalifm, to all the ignorance of the momiade and
Javage clans ; and to reduce the ftandard of feience
to that of the Liberty and Equall? of Sans-suletifm.
Let the reader now condefcend to fellow me in the ex:
pofition of the leffons which the Se& has appropriated
to the inftru&tion of its Epopts, and the organization
of their academy. ‘

#he 2cade-  “ The illuminized Priefts, or Epopts; are prefided
my of the over by a Dean chofen by themfelves. They are to
ErPe . be known to the inferior degrees only under the ap-
pellation of Epoept--their meetings are caMed Sywods.
All the Epopts within the circle of the fame diffriét
. compofe a Syned ; but cach diftri® fhall contain ne
more than nine Epopts, exclulive of the Dean and
Prefed of the Chapter. The higher fuperiors may

attend thefe Synods.” , '

« Of the nine Epopts, feven prefide over the fe-
ences diftributed under as many heads in the fullowing

. order: -

« 1. Phyfics.-Under this head are comprehended
¢ Dioptrics, Catoptrics, Hydraulics and Hydroftatics 3
“ FEle&ricity, Magnetifm, Attraltion, &c.”

« H. Mezdicine--comprifing Anatomy, Chirargery,
¢ Chymiftry, & R

“ I};I. Mazb:inatics—--Algebra ;  Aréhite®ture, civil
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¥ and military ; Navigation, Mechanics, Aftronomy,’

“ &

“ IV. Natural Hiflory.~-Agriculture, Gardening,
% Economics, the Knowledge of Infe@s and Animabs
% inchiding Man, Mineralogy, Metallurgy, Geology,
% and the {cience of the earthly phenomena.”

“ V. Politics+which embrace the ftudy of Man, -

¥ a branch in which the Major Illuminees furnith the
* materials ; Geography, Hiftory, Biography, Anth
“ quity, Diplomatics ; the political hiftory of Orders,
“ their defign, their progrefs, and their mutua} dif
¢ fentions.” This laft article feems to have the divers
Orders of Mafonry in view. A nota bewe is added in
the original, with a particular injunction zo attend to
this article, which the diffentions of the Illuminees and
Freemafons had probably rendered of great import-
ance to the Sed. '

“ VL. The Aris~-Mechanics, Painting, Sculpture,

% Engraving, Mufic, Dancing, Eloquence, Poctry,
¢ Rhetoric, all the branches of Literature; the
* Trades.”
- ¢ VIL. The Occult Sciencess--The ftudy of the Oris
¥ ental tongues, and others little known, the fecret
“ methods of writing, the art of decyphering; the
* art of raifing the feals of the letters of others, and
¢ that of preferving their own from fimilar pradices}
“ Petcfh afien zu erbrechen, und fur das erbrechen zu
% bewahren. 'The ftudy of ancient and modern hie.
“ roglyphics 5 and, once more, of fecret focieties,
¢ Mafonic fyftems, &c. &e”

Should the reader feel his indi%nation roufed by the
art of raifing the feals and violating the fecrecy of
letters, and at feein(% an adept named in each diftri¢t
to prefide over this ftrange fcience, let him not forget
that I am but the tranflator and tranfcriber of the
code of the fe&t.*

The two remaining Epopts, who in the fynod are

named to prefide over any particular {cience, are made
fecretaries to the Dean, and ferve him as coadjutors.
Thefe fun&ions once diftributed, the Epopts are to

Vol. IIL. Ce
¢ Inftrucions for this degree, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, Ik

195



186

THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

renounce all other bufines political or domeftic, ami
every care but that of ' perfecting themfelves in the
branch of {cience which they are to fuperintend, -and
of fecretly forwarding the brethren of the inferior
degrees in the fciences to which they had devoted
themfelves.

- The grand obje& of this inftitution is to infpire the
pupils with the greateft confidence in the Order, from
an idea that it will furnith them with all the means
and lights neceflary for the profecution of the ftudy
they have adopted. The Infinuators have held out

_the promife to them, and the Order has engaged to

fulil it. This idea of a {cientific fociety, and of which
they have the honour of being members, is to encou-
rage in them a docility and veneration for their chiefi
naturally due to men whofe precepts appear to be
emanations of light and of the moft tranfcendent wifs
dox{p.' The artifice in fome fort anfwers to the pro-
mife. -
Every Novice, on being admitted into the Minerval
fchools, was to begin by declaring to what art or fci
ente he meant "to devote himfelf, unlefs indeed: his
pocket was to be affeffed for the tax which his genius
could not pay. This declaration is tran{mitted from'
the inferior lodges to the Provincial, who forwards it
to the Dean; by whom notice of it is given to the
Epopt who prefides over that particular branch of -
fcience 3 and he infcribes his name on the lift of thofe
pupils whofe labours fall under his infpetion. In fu-
ture, and by the fame conveyance, all the effays, dif
courfes, treatifes, &c. which the Se requires of the
young Minerval-are tranfmitted to the fame Epopt.
The firft advantage accruing to the Order from this
law is the pointing out to the infpecting Epopt thofe
whom the code calls the écft heads of the Order.
Should any doubts arife in the minds of the pupils,
any “difficulties to vanquifh, or any queftions to pro-
pofe; they have been taught that the Order is the
fountain of fcience, that they have but to apply to their
fuperiors, and light will inftantaneoufly K-Aine upon
them. They are ignorant as to who thefe fuperiors
may be; but that will not hinder their doubts and
queftions from reaching the prefiding Epopt : and he
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Bas divers means of folving them, and of never ﬁé?ng

taken unawares. .

. In the firft place the E muft have prepared
‘himfelf for certgli’n qucﬁiongogvthich he cithc:rprhgsa or
ought to have farefeen. Many of them will have
been already folved by his predeceffors, by his brother
‘Epopts of other diftri®s or even nations. The Order
is exceedingly careful in colle®ting all thefe anfwers,
and putting them into fuch hands as may employ them
according to the views of the fe&t. Each Epopt is

articularly enjoined to ftudy thofe which relate to his

ranch; he is even to make an alphabetical entry of
them on his tablets, that he may always have them at
hand whenever he wifhes to turn to them. If, not-
withftanding all thefe precautions, the Epopt fhould
find himfel unprcpareg
- eulty propofed, he will apply to the Dean, who will
fend the required folution or have recourfe to the
Provincial. But, left the Superiors thould find their
eccupations too often interrupted by fuch applications,
it is exprefsly enjoined to the Epopt not to have re-
courfe to them but in cafes of abfolute neceffity, and
not to make the acquifitions of their Superiors an en-.
couragement to-their own ncgli%ence.---lt may {o hap-
pen, that the Provincial is not able to give the required

folution ; he will then propofe it to all the Epopts of

- his province. If that does not fucceed, application is
made to the National Infpector, and from him it is
referred to the Areopagites and General- ©n fuch
occafions all the learned men of the Order are con-
fulted. Before this laft appeal, it is ordained in the
ftatutes, that the Epopt may propofe the queftions to
the profane; but in fo doing he is on no account to
difcover that the fe¢? has recourfe to, or fteod in need
of their information, nor what ufe it makes of it.
This is particularly enjoined to the prefiding Epopt in
the following terms :--% As often as your own know-
“ledge and that of your pupils fball not fuffice,
“ you mdy afk the advice of learned ftrangers, and
“ turn their knowledge to the advantage of our Order,
“ but. without letting them perceive it ¥ (obne dafs fie
es bemerken.) 'This precaution is the more to be in«
fitted on, as. one of the grand objed@s of the Epopt

Yok IIL . Cca - )

or unable to folve the diffi. -

';87
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anul be, “to attain fuch perfoltion in feience, thid
* [Nluminifm fhall never be beholden to the profane 3
“¢ but that the latter, on the contrary, fhall perpetually
¢ ftand in need of the lights of the Order.”*
* That the Epopt may not recur too frequently to the
fuperiors, or to the profane, an artifice has been ins
vented by which he may profit of all the acquifitions
of the pupils of his diftri¢t, while he makes them be-
lieve that the whcle flows from the unknown fuperiors.
This artifice confifts in Fropoﬁug fuch queftions as he
is not perfedtly mafter of, to the different lodges, and
then ftudying and combining the various anfwers that
he receives.  All the Epopts of the province do ag
much in their feveral diftricts, Each one feleéts thofe
parts which he has judged worthy of notice in the pros
ductions of the lodges; thefe he infpeéts, and lays them
before the provincial and annual affembly. ~ There
other Epopts are employed in compiling from thefe
feleftions, and in preparing the required folutions of
the propofed queftions, or in commenting on fuch pafe
fages as may elucidate others that may hereafter rife,
The fame plan is followed in all the provinces, and
the reports of the provinces will form a new colletion
to be digefted under the infpection of the Nationat
€Chief, or even of the Areopagites. ‘This will be a
new treafure for the fecret library of the Epopts, and
furnifh them with new means of maintaining in the
minds of their pupils the high idea they have conceived
of the knawledge of their Superiors.4+ It will alfo fur<
nifh ‘materials for the formation of a fyitematic Codg
or complete courfe of {tudy for the ufe of the Seét.p .
Here we cannot but remark how much arts and
{ciences would be benefited and promoted by the -las
bours of a fociety which, actuated by quite other views,
and defpifing that affeCtation of fecrecy, fhould em,
ploy the {fame means and be animated with a fimilar
zeal in the difcuflion of ufeful truths. But the united
efforts of the Epopts are concentrated in their purfuit
of fcience, only to debafe it, by direéting all its powa
ers towards the overthrow of Religion and Governa
ments, the trinmph of their diforganizing {yltems, apd

* Inftructions for this degree, No. 2, 5, 6, 9.
$ Nos.sand1z.  ~ ~ §No.ig
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@lways under the ftale pretext of fubje®ing mankind
to Nature alone,* _

. Should the reader be curious to know to what ufes
the Epopt turns all the fcience which he is fuppofed
to acquire daily, let him obferve the queftions which
this prefiding Illuminee either folves himfelf, or pro.
pofes for the folution of the adepts. Let his judgmeng
on the queftions and on thejr tendency, bhe guided by
the expreflions of the Code : .

“ The Epopt,” fays the Code, “ muft keep a lift
“ of a very great number of important queftions pros
% per for inveftigation, and which he may eventually
¢ propofe to the young adepts.---In the branch of
¢ ga&ical Philofophy, %or example, he will propofe
¢ for inveftigation the queftion, how far the principle
“is true, that all means are allowable, when employed
“ for a laudable end? How far this maxim is to be
“limited to keep the proper medium between Jefuitj-
% cal abufe, and the fcrupuloﬁt‘y of prejudice 2---Quefe
# tions of this nature fhall be {ent to the Dean, whq
“ {hall tranfmit them to the Minerval {chools for the
¥ inveftigation of the young adepts, and their differta.
% tions will fwarm with a multitude of ideas, new,
“ bold, and ufeful, which will greatly enrich our Ma,
¢ gazine 't

We defpife this infamous afperfion on the Jefuits.
Let thofe pafs fentence on them who have learned to
judge them by their condu@ and by their real doe-
trines, and not by calumnious affertions, or fatires
which, in fpite of all the powers of genius and irony,
have been juftly condemned by various tribunals as
replete with falfehood and mifreprefentation.j Let
thofe who have been educated by the Jefuits pronounce
on thefe atrocious imputations of the Illuminees. Ida
not think myfelf bound to follow the example of the
eelebrated Hoffman, Profeflor at the Univerfity of
Yiemna, one of the moft formidable adverfaries of the

* Das der Order die bifherigen {yfteme entbehren, und eigene, auf
dic natur allein gegriindete fyfteme feinen anhinger vorlegen konne.

+ Thid. No. 7.

} See Art. Pascat in the Hiftorical Dictionary of Flexier Dureval,
lalt Edition,

139
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Tluminizing Se&, by inferting a long juftification of
that perfecuted Order.* But it is impoffible not te
obferve, that the legiflator of Illuminifm has not the
moft diftant idea of modifying or limiting this famous
principle, the end fanilifies the seans ; his objet is
cvidently to give rife to ideas, new, bold, and ufefil to
the Sect; or, in other words, to difpofe the young
adepts hereafter to decide as he has already done, that
nothing is criminal, not even robbery or theft, provi-
ded it be ufeful to the views and forward the grand
obje@ of Illuminifm. He wifhes by means of thefe

queftions to acquire an _earla:l infight into the minds of

the adepts and to diftinguifh thofe who will hereafter
be the moft worthy of his higher myfteries, by the
greater or {maller difpofition they fhow to ftifle the
cries of confcicnce and remorfe in the perpetration of
the crimes neceffary for the future fuccefs of his plots.
This is the fum total of the fcience to be carefully
inculcated’ by the Epopts in the branch of pradical
Philofophy. » ’
With refpeé to Religion, it is not even admitted
among the f{ciences to be ftudied by the Epopts ; the’
Code has, however, furnifhed them with a means of -
traducing and blafpheming it.---That the Epopt may
never be at a lofs for queftions of this nature to foive
or propofe, he will have them noted on a regifter in
alphabetical order. « For example, fays the Code,
“ at the letter C in the regifter of fecret fciences and
“ hieroglyphics the word Crofs is to be found, and
“ under it is the following note---For the antiquity of
“ this hieroglyphic, confult fuch a work, printed {uch
“ a year, fuch a page, or elfe fuch-a manufcript, fig-
“ nature M.”+ Is it neceffary to be endowed with
any cxtraordinary fhare of perfpicacity to fee that the
whole objeét of thefe pretended fecrer fiiences, or hie-
roglyphics, is merely to teach the young pupils to
view the Crofs in no other light than as an ancient
hieroglyphic erected by ignorance and fuperitition in-
to a {ymbol of the redemption of mankind? The
illuminized explanation of this glorious fymbol will,
doubtlefs, long remain buried in the Occult Sciences

% Vide Hoch wichtige erinnerungen=-Von Leopold-alois—=FHoffman.
Se®. V. Page 279 to 307.
4. Ibid. No. 15.
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of the Order. Meanwhile we may defy them to point
out in the hiftory of mankind any nation whatever
revering the crofs as the fymbol of falvation anterior to
the grand epoch when the Son of Man died on the
crofs to confummate the triumph of Chriftianity.

The Epopts have alfo their hiftorians and annalifts,
and their duties are laid down in the Code.---The fol-
lowing rules may be remarked.---Each province of Il
luminifm muft have its hiftorian, in imitation of the
ancient annalifts and chronologifts. He is to keep a.
journal, in which, befides faéts of public notoriety, he
will particularly colle&, and even give zhe preference gy
anecdotes of fecret biftory.---He will endeavour to re-
deem from oblivion all men of merit, however deep
they may have funk iato obfcurity---He will make them
known to the Provincial, who will inform the Bre-
thren of their fituation-~Each Provincial will have a ca-
lendar of his own, in which (inftead of faints) for each
day of the year fhall be infcribed the name of fome
man as an objet of veneration or execration, accords
ing as he has merited or demerited of the Sed.

My name may, perhaps, be infcribed under the
black letter ; but I anticipate the glory and confolation
of feeing it by the fide of that of Zimmerman and
of Hoffman, who, like myfelf, are entitled to the fa~
ble wreath twined by Illuminifm for its moft ftrenuous
opponents. But how different is that to which the
Code declares that all the Brethren may afpire f-ev
Probably, to be feated befide a Brother Mirabeau or
a Marat.

The fame laws ordain, that the Chronologift fhalt
inform the Minerval Lodges of all memorable faéts.—
He will not fail to infert all mean and odious a&ions,
nor to paint them in their proper colours. He will
not pafs unnoticed thofe of men occupying the firfk
dignities, or enjoying the bigheft confideration.*

Next to the laws of the hiftorian follow thofe for
the Epopt who fuperintends that branch of {cience re-
lating. to politics, and particularly to the knowledge
of mankind. The reader has alrecady feen what
firefs the Order lays upon this {cience, and how
much they make it depend on the fpirit of ebfervation

* Ibid. No. 18.
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v.Let no Brother prétend to the dignity of Epopt,
fior to the honour of prefiding over angymbranch o 0&?:
ehce, until he has aniwered the three following quefs
tions---What is the fpirit of obfervation ?---How is this
fpirit to be.acquired, and what conftitutes a
obferver ?.--What method is to be followed, in order
to make juft and exa& obfervations :--“When an Epopt
has fufficiently diftinguithed himfelf by his anfwers oh
thefe heads, to be judged worthy of being chofen the
chief of the obfervers or fcrutators, he is entrufted
with all thofe notes which the reader has feen the Se@
fo carefully colle®ting on the chara&er, the pafiions,
the ralents, and hiftory of the Brethren. When thefe
fotes contain the portrait or life of any adept more
than commonly interefting, he will make him (withh
out naming him) the objeét of various queftions to be
propofed to the Minerval Schools. He will atk, fot
example, What are the ideas which a man, with fuch
and fuch paffions or difpofitions, will adopt or rejeét?
w.How on fuch data can fuch and fuch inclirations be
encouraged or weakened ?---What adept could be enf.
loyed with moft advantage in fuch a bufinefs 2--=
hat muft fuch a man’s ideas be on Religion and
Governments --.Can he be looked upon as being fup&
rior to all prejudices, and ready to facrifice his own
perfonal intereft to that of Truth?--Should he e
deficient in confidence and attachment, what meas
thould be émployed to invigorate them, and what fort
of man would be the fitteft for fuch an undertaking?
~-Finally, what employment in the flate, or in the On
der, would be fill to the greateft advantage, or in which
would he be the moft ufeful 2” - :
The Scrutator in chief di{geﬁs thefe anfwers into a
gropcr ftatement, which he fends to the Dean.. 'The
rovincial receives it from the Dean, and is thus ehas
bled to form his judgment, whether that particular
adept be a moral, difinterefled, beneficent man, and free
from dll prejudice 3 whether be can be ufeful to the Or:
der, and in what way be can be beft employed.---From
the refult of fuch obfervations, the fcrutinizing Epopt
will carefully fele&t rules and general maxims on the
knowledge of mankind. He will make a compilation
of them, and tranfmit them to the Superiors.*
* Ibid. No. 18, -
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“ By meam,” fays the Code, « of thefe'and fuch like
obfervations, the Order will be enabled to make difs
coveries of every kind, to form new fyflems, and tor
give on alf fubje@y irrcﬁ‘aﬁgabl*e' proefs of i lebours
and its immenfe fund of feience} and the public wilk
E,v;ﬂ it crc;ﬁt for being i pofleflion of all human

e, » .
- Left any of the profane (Rould partake of this hos
stour, or that any one of the members Mould net di-
re& thefe fciences towards the obje® of Humindfin,
g:ecaut'mns are taken in the Code to affure the exclus
¢ advantage of thefe habours to the Sed. “ Parti-
® cular parts of thefe feiences and difcoveries may be
“ printed: by permiffion: of the Superiors; but the law
* adds, not enly thefe books fhall not be communi-
® cated ta any of the profane, but as they wi never
" € be printed elfewhere than at the preffes of the Sed,
9 they will only be entrufted to the Brethren aceording
* to the rank they held in the Order.”4
© * Thdt our worthy co-operators may not be divefted
“of the glory of their labours, every new principle
®laid down, machine invented, or difcovery made,
* hall for ever bear the name of #ts inventor, that his
® memory may be revered by future ages.”t

“ On the fame grotmds it is {tri&tly enjoined, that no

% member fhall ever communicate tv the profane any
% difcovery that he may have made in the Order—
& No book treating of thefe difcoveries fhall be printed
« without the permiffion of the Superiorsy and hence
® arifes the general regulation, that no Brother fhall
« publith any of his productions without leave of the
« Provincial. He alfo i8 to decide whether the work
& is of a natgre to be printed by the fecret prefies of
® the Order, and what particular Brethren may be al-
“ Jowed the perufal of it--Should it be neceffury to dif
“ mifs any of the Bretfiren from the Order, the local Sus
“ perior is to receive notice that he may have the ne-
“ ceffary time to withdraw from him not only the
¢ manufcripts, but even the printed works of the
% Order.”§

* Ihid. No. 40: . "‘ Ihid. NO. 17
$ 1bid. No. 23. § Tbid, No. a4

‘Vol. 1IL Dd
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. "The Tlluminizing Legiflator, in juftification of &ff
thefe precautions, alleges, in the firft place, the unde-
yiable right vefted in the Order to all the labours of its
Brethren; then the lure of fecrecy, which ftimulates
curiofity and the thirflt of fcience ; finally, the advan-
?ﬁge accruing to the fciences themfelves, by being pre-
erved among men who only impart them to others fo
prepared as to render them of the greateft poffible uitil-
ity. Befides, fays he, every man has it in his power to,
ake himfelf an Illyminee if he pleafes, and to pars
take of their {cience ; and who better able to render.
them ufeful to mankind, or to preferve them, than we
are? After this juftification, which the reader may
appreciate, he returns to his Epopt, -and tells them,
that it is incumbent on them to direét and turn all the
fciences towards the views of Illuminifin: « The wants.
“ of every country are to be maturely confidered, as
“ well as thofe of your diftriét ; let them be the objects
¢ of deliberation in your Synods; and afk inftructions
“ of your Superiors.” Then the Legiflator makes a
fudden tranfition, and expands his views far beyond
his Lodgess The reader, will fcarcely fii(pe& whither
they tend. Let him read, and learn the grand obje@
of the Epopts, what conquefts they are to make for
the Order, and whither they are to extend the fyftems of
Iluminifm.  « You will,” abruptly exclaims the legifla-
tor, “ inceffantly form new plans, and try every means,
“ in your refpedtive provinces, to {eize upon the public
« education, the ecclefiaftical government, the chairs
“of literature, and the pulpit.”*-..This is one of the
grand objec@s of the Se&, and we fhall fee the Code
treating of it again in another part. o
"To enhance the merits of his plans, and to infinnate.
his adepts into the ecclefiaftical feminaries, and even
into the pulpit, under the fhadow of his pretended fci-
ence, ¢ the Epopt muft find means of acquiring the re-
« putation of a man of tranfcendent learning ; where.
¢ ever he appears, whether walking or ftopping, fit-
“ting or ftanding, let rays of light encircle his head,
« which fhall enlighten all who approach him. Let
“ every one think himfelf happy in hearing the pure

* Miffen fets neue plane entworfen'und cingefithrt werden: Wie
man die hiinde in erzichungfweden, geiftliche regierung, lehr, und prey
digt-ftithle in der provinz bckomme. .  Zéid. No. 28¢
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* tryth from his lips. Let him on all occafions, com.

“ bat prejudice ; bus with precaution, ‘and according

" to the rules laid down, with dexterity and with al
“ the refpect due to the perfons be is addreffing”®

‘Who could believe that thefe were leflons given to a
modern Vandal by his diforganizing legiflator, whofe
heart thirfts after the happy period when that excir-
sling light of his Epopts fhall have Vandalized the

‘“whole univerfe, ‘and nations fhalt have difappeared

from off the face of the earth?

But the Epopt has yet to aim at another conqueft,
that of the empire over the literary world. ¢ In the
“ literary world certain writin%s enerally take the

e fafhion, and infpire
“ feeble minds with admiration. At one tiine the en-

¢ thufiaftic produ@ions of religion, at another the fen-

? . . . .-

4 timental novels of wit, or perhaps philofopliical re-
i » ps philofo

“ veries, paftorals, romances on chivalry, epic poems,

% or odes will inundate the republic of' letters.- The

« Epopt will turn all his fkill towards bringing into
¢ fathion the principles of our Order, the fole tenden..
“ cy of which is the happinefs of mankind.”> Or, in
other words, thofe baleful principles which, under the

.pretence of rendering human nature more happy and.

united in one family, aim at nothing lefs than deftroy-.

ing every Religion, every title te property, every town,,

every fixed refidence, and every nation.
“ Qur principles muft be made fafhionable, that the.

% young writers may diffufe them among the people,,
“and ferve the Order without intending it.”+

“In order to raife the public {pirit, he muft with
the greateft ardour preach up the general intereft of

_bumanity, -and inculcate the utmoft indifference for all

affociations or fecret unions which are only formed

among the fubfells of one particulor nation.t Here the.
impious legiflator blafphemoufly cites for an example.

Chrift, and his pretended indifference for hi? family.
Becaufe Chrift: died for' the redemption of a// mankind,

becaufe his affe@tion for the mioft holy of mothers

* Ibid. No. 2.. : Co
+ Damit junge fchriftfteller dergleichen unter das volk aufbreiten,,

- wnd uns, ohne dafs fic es wiffen, dienen.

4 Ibid. No. 3.
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nover imate him lofe fight of that grest wark, 1is thex
a ground en which the jlluminizing Epept hall pere
fuade -his fimple auditory.that te love all markind ia
o g&l;;-t the bouds ?f nations? s .
- As a farther rule for.acguiri is {itenary .cmping,
% He. will take care that the :‘;gm%s aof rt;:s maemberg
“.of the Order fhall be cried yp, -and that the frumpet
.of fame fhall be formded i thair .honeur. e will
“alfo find means. of hindering the reviewers érom
¢ cafting any {ufpicions:on the writers ofthe. fo@t.”f .
With refpeét ta the Literati, and writers whe, with.
out belonging to the Order, fhow principles mmaﬁg
with ours, fhould they be what we call coan,
“ them among thife who are to be eurolled. Liet the
“ Dean have a.lif} of thofe men, and_jrom tiwze te.time’
& be will. haud it abous among the brethren’} .
Let us now take a curfory view of thele lams, and
of their gradual tendency to Jnfect she whole liserary
world. ﬁ its Minerval academies the fe@ begine .by
forming its pupils ; and the care with which its difon.
nizing principles are juftilled into.the young adept
s already been dif;layed. Leeft .any of -thefe ;princi
{hould fwerve from the grand .objed, the.
overfee all the fchoals of the fame. diftri@ 3 whele Jattor
have their provincial aflemblics, where overy thing i
prepared, combined, and forefeen. At rthis -afflembly
the Epopt attends, bringing with hin 4is notes and
ebfervations -on his particular diftviQ, and en thefc
means wﬁi‘;b may ytherif -contribute to the advance-
ment or rement of the - iHluminizing principlos
and fdence.Par'Ia?%c mintes of thefcaﬂ'amb%ig arem
‘to the National InfpeCtor, who overleoks the whale,
and feos that the original {pirit is every where pre-
Jerved; and the Areapagites hold .the 4amé line of
conduét with refped to all nations, shat ke does withia
Qs particuler .«ane, Hemee then the Minerval acades
aies, she Epapts, the Bravincials, the Nationel Infpec-
~ fors,:in 2 wond, the difarganizing whale, farm but.enc
and the fame invifible academy, {preading dts-Subtor-
raneous ramifications, every where infufing the fame
principles, actuated by the fame fpirit, and fubjedier 1o
the fame faws: andlthefe lasvs, thisfcience, ase ‘bat the

thidNog - f Did Nog
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" asdohinations and the .forchodings .of mniver(al amplety
and diforganization. '
. But the union and aniverfality .of this confpiring
academy is not fufficient for the Bect; it extends iss
wiews to the public dchoals and to the pulpit. The
aman of letters, the tranfcendent genius, all are to bend
beneath its Jaws, :and fathion 15 Lo {econd its plots.
From the .child that fpells, to the Doétor enveloped ia
aayy fcience, all are to be {fubje@ed 1o Illumnifn 3
and fdence itfelf, fo inftmumental to the progrefs of

the Sed, fhall fink beneath the ffort of bringing forth

that Vandalifin - which is to annihilate the -altar and
the thrane, 2l laws, indiwidual property, and national

* Let the reader compare lia.ékmyﬂ:er.ies «f the Se@
with the code of its Epopts, and pronounce if fuch be
ot the real tendengy wof this Empire .of Science.

Horror impeefles she amind, and i igmation Tifes at -

fuch a fight.—-But the moaftrows legiflator who has
: ithers pretends -that they are entitled rto the
admargtion-of the young adepts; and.it is his Epopts
awhe are to infpire them with this admiration. “ You
#muft,” fays he, « mfulc fo great a refped for the
4 fublimity and fan&ity .ef our Drder, shat a promife
# made by the adepts on the honour of Illuminifin
# fhall:be mere tinding than the maft facred cath.”*
At length the Atheift hasfound an equivalent for the
name of God, He feeks bonds o biud his -follow-
ers, and he has broken thofe of cenicience ; he ap-
peals to honour, and pervests it inte a bond of villany.
% He (far Welthaupt) who fhall daxe violate :the eath
$¢ he fball have fiworsn ou she bonewr of my Seciaty, [hall
« be declared infamous. I-care not what his rank
- % be, bis infamy fhall be proclaimed throughout the who
% Order, and ¢ fhall be fo withows resniffiensor bope of
« pardon. My intention is, that the Members {hould
¢« be informed of this, that they fhould deliberately
¢ refle® on the facrednefs of this oath in #y Order, 1
“ mean that the confequences of it fhould be clearly
¢ and warmly reprefented to them.4”
- The Epopts c%arged with this miffion are of a de-
gree too much revered in the Order to compromife

Y Ibid N, 29§ Original Writingy, Val, Ii. Let. 8, to Cater

9
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- thelr dignity. Th_cy.'attend;‘ at pleafure, the meetings

of the inferior degrees, but they are neverto occupy
any office in them, excepting that of Prefe of the
‘Scotch Knights. Their prefence might overawe and
‘intimidate the young adepts, and thus be detrimental .
to the obfervations they are ordered to make ; for (fo
far from conftraint,) the Epopt is to endeavour to
ftudy them in their moft unguarded moments. Hg is

therefore never to intermix with themr but as their

equal. There is a particular law forbidding him to.
difclofe the de%rce, or the clafs to which he belongs,
or even his coftume.t+ Thus, hiding his fuperiority,

*and -feated on the fame benches: befide the young

adepts, he exercifes his funCions of Scrutator more

“freely among them in their mutual intercourfe, -and

he judges better of the talents of each. His leffons;
coming’ from an equal, will fink dceper into their
minds ; and, without betraying his authority, he will
the better obferve their progrefs and their failings--2
Should any of thefe pupils have thown a zeal and fide-
lity beyond all doubt, he may take them irto his confi
dence ; he will point them out to the Dean, who may
‘call them about his perfon, and make them his Aco<
lites. - The Dean may even throw a great part of the
weight of his correfpondence on them, and carry them
to the Synod of the Epopts, until they fhall have
fhown themfelves worthy of  being initiated to all the
myfteries referved for thisclafs.y ~ -~ .
Thus ends that part of the Code which is to be
communicated to the Epopts. The following Chap<

* ters will delineate the laws and.inftru@ions which are

to guide their conduét when admitted to the degreq

" of Regent or Prince of Illuminifm.

t bid. No. 3z. { Ibid. Nov 32, .
1] . . L.
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\

"CHAP XV.
dnfiruélions for the Regent or Prince Illuminee, on the
Government of the Order.

7JYHE prominent feature of all the inftruions:giv- .
T e bprthc [lluminizing Legiflator to his Epopts;ﬁ}rg,;few In¢
is the confecration of their degree to the perverfion of frudtioos
the public opinion, and to the attainment of the em-
pire of fciences, that he may diret.them all to the
{upport of his diforganizing Liberty and Equality and
to wiiverfal anarchy. - ‘This miffion of perverfion re-
quires an afliduity to which not many men are equal 3
but adepts may be found, who, unable to diftinguifh-
themfelves in {uch miffions, may yet be endowed with
a fufficient zeal and with the neceffary talents for the.
fupermtendence and direction of the Brethren. There
are others again whofe difaftrous fuccefles are to be
recompenfed by the higher employments in the Order;
and it is from thefe two claffes of Epopts that the °
Order fele@s its Regents. It is alfo for their inftruéion
that the Legiflator defcends into all the gubernatory
minutiae of his Illuminifm.---His inftru@ions are com-
prifed under four different heads. I. ‘General Syftem

.of Government for the Order.~-II. Inftructions for
the degree of Regent.-—III. Inftructions for the Pre.-
feds or Local SllPC)‘iOl‘S.---IV- Inftrudions for the
Provincial.* .

-1 have, it is true, been obliged to anticipate many
parts of this Code when unfolding the artifices of the
lower degrees; but as a confirmation of what has al-
ready been expofed, in order to bring the different.
objeé¢ts within one point of view, and to fhow the
dangers of his difaftrous combinations, let us attend to .
the Legiflator when treating of the whole colletively.
What particularly endeared this degree of Regent to
Weifhaupt was, that part of his inftrudtion which
takes a general view, and which lays open the pro« -
%rc{ﬁve plan to be obferved in the government of the

drethren.  The reader perufing the inftruQions in the

* Laft Works of Philo and 'Spartacus, degr'ec of ﬁcgcna



fame order in which Weifhaupt has written thein wil}
more cafily conceive the caufe of his predilection.

Fiftrattien A.  Pian of the Generad Government of the

« I. The moft high and exceHent Superiors of the
ifuftrious Order of srue Freemafonry do not immedis
ately attend to the minatiae of the edifice..-They muft
trot, however, on that acqls:eug,t be confidered as contri-
bating lefs to ovr i by their counfels, their

5 their plans, :zspthc many and powerfuf re.
fources with whiclr they farnith us.

« II. Thefe excelient and moft gracious Superiors’
Imve eftablifhed a clafs of Mafons to whom they have
entrufted the whole plan of our Order. This clafs is
that of the Regents.....

“« IH, In thrs plan our Regents hold the firlt dignie-
ties. Untdl admitted to this d?\,‘éc, no perfon can’
bold the office of Prefedf or of Local Superior.

% V. Every comtry has its national Superior, who"
hotds an immediate correfpondence with our Futbers,’
at the head of whom is a general who holds the kelm -
of the Order.

« V. Under the National and his ants are the
Provincialr, who ecach govern thelr Circle or their-
Province ' !

] ll“ VL. Every Provincial & furrounded by his Couma
C or's. : . . N

« VII. Each Provincial alfo commands a certaint
mumber of Prefefts, who may in like manner have
their coadjutors in their diftricts. Al thefe, as well as
the Denn, belong to the clafs of Regents.

« VI All thefe offices are for life, excepting it
cafes of depofition or ¢je@ment. :

« [X. The Provincial is to be chofen by the Re.
gents of his provinee and the Nationa Superiors, and
approved by the National.—[I do not underftand how
the Code diftinguithes between: the feveral National
Superiors and the National in chief ; unlefs it be,
that jt denotes in this place as Superiors thofe which
are called a litde higher up Affiffants (Gebulfen) of
this chief.]
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i, % X. The whole- faccefs of INuiinifm depending
on the Regents, it is but juft that their domeftic wants
fhould be provided for. "They fhall therefore be the
firlt f;l&plied from out of the funds of the Order. .

. “ XI. The Regents of each Province form" a par+
ticular body immiediately-under the Proviacial, whom
they are togbey..... . - '

. % XII. The offices of uminifm -not. being’ confi-

.aered in the light of: dignities, nor of places of howour,
but as mere employments freely accepted, the Rf)%ents
muft be always ready toabour for the good.of the
Order, each according to his fituation and to his tak
ents.  Age is never to be fet forth as a dtle. It may

. often happen, that the youngeft is chofen Provincial,
and the eldeft only a Local Superior or Counfellor,
fhould the one live in the centér, while the other only

_iphabits the extremity of the Province ; oty fhould
the: former, on account of his natural a&tivity or his
fation in life, "be more fitted for the place of Superior
than the lagter, though far more eloguent,---In ‘many

. cafes, for example, a Regent is not to think it beneath

s dignity to offer-himfelf to difcharge any of the lef-

fer. ogcnes in the Minerval -churches (%odgcs) in which.

" he nay be ufeful.” - o .
_-% XIII. ‘That she Provincial may not be over-bur-
dened with "too. extenfive a: correfpondence, all’ the
Quibus_ Bicets and all the Jetters of the Regents, fhall

~ pafs through the hands of the Prefe, unlefs the Pro.

vincial gives Orders to the contrary.” S

. ¢ XIV. But the Prefe {hall not open the letters of

the Regents. Thofe he muft tranfmit to the Pravincial,

whaq will forward them to their proper deftination.”

:, % XV. The Provincial has the power - of convoking
the whole of his Regents, or merely thofe whoem he
may think proper, confidering the exigencies of the
province. He who cannot attend according to his
{fumumons muft give the proper notice at leaft four
weeks prior to the meeting.. Befides, he is always to
be readl; to give in an account of what he has done
for the Order until that period, and fhow his willing-
nefs to fulfil the intentions of his Provincial and of his
’f',:bz‘;v N s
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high fuperiors. Tt convocation of Regents mult tike
place at leaft once a year.” o :
« XVI. The following inftruction (B) will point
out more particularly to the Regents thofe vbjelts to
which they muft chiefly attend.” - .
« XVIL. It has been already obferved, that great
attention is to be paid to the gradually protm‘igg of
¥unds for the Order. 'This may be accomplifhed by
attending to the following rules: - _
. % Each province is to be entrufted with the expemns
diture of its own moies, and only remit fmall contri:
butions to the fuperiors for the expences of poftage.
Fach lodge alfo is to enjoy the fidl propricty of its
ﬂmdiﬂ(eigentl)umlicb)-‘-when for any great enterprize
the aflembly of the Regents levy contributions on thé
funds of the different lodges, they (hall be ‘confidered
but as loans, and fhall be made good to the lodges
with full intereft.” .o T
. Has the illuminizing tegiflator then forgotten, that
it was Prorsa¥y which gave the firlt deadly blow to
Equality and Liberty ? Certainly not; but more than
oxe great emterprize will be neceffary to prepare the
Last, which is to amnmibilate all property whatfoever §
meanwhile the Order is glad to enjoy its own, ahd to
make the inferior lodges believe that they are not te
be pillaged of any thing that belongs to them. ‘
_* %'The Provincial has ne fund allotted to hith, bothe
has an exact return of all thofe of his province.” :

“ The general receipts will confift—1% In the ¢ontris
butions paid on the receptions of Mafons (‘freymaurers
receptionsegelder )-2°. In the overplus of the monthly
contributions.-—-3°. In voluntary {ubfcriptions--~4°. In
finés——s5°, In legacies and donations--6°. In our com-
merce and traffic (bandel und gewerbe.

“ The expences are—1°. The expences of the meets
ings, poftage, decorations, and fome few journies--s
2°. Penfions to the poor brethren who have 1o othes
means of fubfiftence-—~3°. Sums paid for the promotion
of the grand object of the Order«-s°. Sums paid for the
encouraging of talents—5°, The expences of experi-
toents and trials-~6°, For widows and children~-7°.
For foundations. -

Thus terminates the firft part of the infirucions for
the Regent.  Aficr the reading of this, which takes



ce on the day of his inquguration, his attention i
i the following : ’ |

Infrulion B for the whole degree
of Regent.

The reader has feen (ut fupra, art. xvi.) the Regent
forewarned to pay a particular attention to this fecond
s:m of the inftru®ions. Let the reader alfo profit of

e hint. He will fee that many of the arcana of the
feé ftill remain to be revealed. ~

“ L. The object of the Order being: to render man
more happy, virtue more attraitive, and vice lefs pow-
erful, it s neceffary that our bretbren, the teackers and
governors of mankind, {hould publicly affme an unim<
?eachablc charafter. A Regent of: Hluminifm there-
ore will be the moft perfeét of men. He will be
prudent, provident, ingenious, irreproachable, and of
manners {o urbane that his company fhall be courted
with a :heg He is to acquire the reputation of bﬂnﬁ
enlightened, benevolent, honeft, difinterefted, and fu
of ardour for great and extraordinary enterprifes, alt
<contributing to the general good.*

- It would be ufeles to regall to the mind of my read-
er what is to be underftood, in the language of lllumi-
nifin, by virtue, vice, or public. gdod. He will there.
fore on refletion be the lefs furprifed at perufing the
following inftru@ions framed for thefe virtuous: teacln
ers and governors of mankind.

- “II. The Regents are to ftudy the means of ruling
and governing without betraying any fuch intention.*
Under the mafk of humility, but of a real and candid
humility, grouuded on the perfuafion of their own
weaknefs, and on the convittion that their whole
. lrength refts on our amion, they muft exercife an abfo-
tute and boundlefs dominion,} and muft dire@® every
thing towards the attainment of the views of the
Order. s

“« Let them avoid a pedantic referve, at once dif-
gufting and ridiculous i the eyes of the fage. Let
them givg the example of a refpedful fubmiffion to.

* Die Regenten follen dic kunft ftudiren 2a herfchen, ohne dgs anfa
"jen davon zu haben. . .
4 Sollen fie unumichrinkt regieren. -

Vol JII. Tea
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the Superiors. Should they be poffeffed ofthe advan
tages of birth, it will be an additional reafon for fhows
ing their obedience to a Superior born in a lower fta.
tipn of life---Let their condu&@ vary according to the
perfons with whom they have to deal. Let the Re-
gent be the confidant of one, the fagther of apother,
the {cholar of a third ; very feldom a fevere and inex:
orable Superior, and even on fuch occafions let him
fhow with how much unwillingnefs he esercifes fuch
feverity. He will fay, for example, that he f{incerely
wifhes the Order had given fo difagreeable a commif-
fion to fome other perfon; and that he is weary af
aéting the part of fchqolmafter with a man who fhould
long finge have known how to conduct himfeif...

«II. The grand obje@ of our facred legion fpread
2hraughout the univerfe being the triumph of virtue
and of wifdom, every Regent muft endeavour to efta-
blith a certain equality among men.---Let him take the
yart of thaofe who are too much debafed, and humble
the proxﬁ, . Let him never fuffer the fool to lord i
foo, mych oyer the man of wit, the wicked over the
.good, the ignorant over the learned, ner the weak
over the ftrong, though the latter thould in reality be.
in the wrong.* : ' I

«IV. The means of: acquiring an gfcendancy, over
men are incalculable. Who could enumerate them
all?... They muft vary with the difpofition of the
times. At one period it is a tafte for the marvellous
and extraordinary that is to be wrought upon. At
anether the lure of fecret focieties is to be held ous.
¢: For this reafon it is very proper to make your fnferiors
believe, without telling them the real flate of the cafe,
that alk other [cret focieties, particularly that of Free.
mafonry, ave fecretly directed by us. Or elfe, and it 13
REALLY THE FACT rN SOME $TATES, THAT.POTENT Mo-
NARCHS ARE GOVERNED BY OUR Orvir. Hhen amy
thing remarkable or important comes to pafs, hiut that it
originated with our Order~—Should aity perfon by bis
nierit acquire a great repuiation, let it be generally un-
derftood that be 15 one of us? o

How fmoothly flows this combination of artifice

* Er foll nicht ]ci;]cn dafs der diimmere iiber den kliigern—der

"Schwiichere iiber den firkern, auch wenn diefér unrecht haben folkte;
f Y

2u febr den mcifter fpicle.
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from the pen of the Illuminizing Legiflator! But I
bope that my reader will .not expe& to find a method
in my tranflation, where the Legiflator has difdained
method. It is eafy to perceive, that to heap artifice
upon artifice is much more his objedt, than to give a
ftudied conneion to principles with which he fuppofes
his adepts to be fufficiently impreflfed. -~ Or may it not
be faid, that this diforder is the effec of ftudied art?
But let us proceed and trace the fteps of Weithaupt.

. % With no other object than to give your orders the

appearance of coming from a myfterious hand, you
may, for example, put a letter under the plate of an
adept when dining at an inn, though it might have
been a much lefs trouble to forward it to him at his
own lodgings—-You may attend large and commercial
towns during the time_of fairs in different charac-
ters, as @ Merchant, an Officer, an Abbe. Every where
you will perfonate an extraordinary man having im-
portant bufinefs on your hands.---But all this muft be
done with a great deal of art and caution, left you
fhould have the appearance of an adventurer. It is to
be well underftood, that thefe charaders are not to be
affumed in towns where you are likely to be difcovered
either by the Police or the ftanders-by...~At other
times, you.-may write. your orders with a chemical
-preparagion of .ink which difappears after a certain
‘time, - :

¢ V. A Regent is as much as poffible to hide from
‘his inferiors all his weaknefles, even his ill-health, or
difgufts ; at any rate he is never to complain.

“ VI. Here he repeats the inftru@ion on the art of
flattering and gaining over women to their caufe, al-
-yeady tranfcribed, page 25. - :

-« VII. You muft alfo, gain over to the Order the
common peorLE. Tlte great plan for fucceeding in
this is to influence the Schools.  You may alfo attempt
it by liberalities, or by great fhow:apd; fplendour ; at
other times by making' yourfelf popular, and even to-

leraribg, with an air of patience, prejudices which may
bereafter be gradually éradicated.

“ VIII. When you have fucceeded any where in

making yourfelf mafter of the public authority and.’
government, you will pretend not to have the leaft

power, for fear of awakening the attention of thofe
) ' \ N .

»
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who may oppofe us. But, on the contrary;, when yow
find it impoffible to fucceed, you will affume the chaa
radter of a perfon whe has every thing at his com-
mand. That will make us both feared and fought
after, and. of courfc will ftrengthen our party.

“IX. All the ill fuccefs or difgufts which may befall
the Order are to be concealed with the usmoft caution
from the inferiors. o : T

« X. It is the duty of the Regeuts to fupply the
wants of the Brethren, and to procure the befi emnploy-
ments for them, after having given the proper inuma«
tion to the Superior. . o ©

“ XI. The Regents {hall be particularly cavtious and
difcreet in their difcoprfe ;--but fhall carefully avoid
eny thing denoting the leaft perplexity of nvnde-.
Fhere are even fomne .occafions whereon an extentive
genius is to be affefted ; on others, they may pretend
that their friendfhip has made them fay a word -too
much ; by thefe means the fecrecy of the inferior is
pat to the teft, They may ala fpread certain reports
among our ;;eog!c, which may prepare them to re-
ceive ideas which the Order withes to infufe into thejr,
minds. On all_doubtful occafions, the Regent will,
confult his Superiors by meaus of a Duibus Licet.”

« XII. Whatever rank or ftation a Regent may
bold im the.Order, he will feldom anfwer the queftions
of the inferiors verbally, but generally in writing, that,
he. may have time to refle® or even confult on the
anfwers he fhould give.” L

« XIII. The Regents will unceafingly attend
every thing relating to the grand interefts of the Or-
der, ta. thie operations of commerce, or fuch things as
may in any way contribute to augment the power of
the Order. They will tranfinit all plans of that na.
ture to the Provincial. Should it be a cafe requiring
expedition, he will give him adviee of it by fome other
channel than tve:Quibus Licets, which the Provincial
has not the power of opening.”

“ XIV. They will follow the fame line of Sndua
with refpe to every thing that tends to influence the
Qrder in general 3 and find means of putting its united
forces in motion at one and the fame time.”

« XV. When an author fets forth principles true in
therafclves, but which do not as yet fuit our gm,cml Phen
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of education for the world ; or principles the publicatio
of which is premature ; every effort muft b made to
gain over the author ; but fhould all our attempts fail,
and we fhould be unable to entice him into the Order, It
bim be difcredited by every poffible means?

4 XV, If a Regent fhould conceive bopes of fucceed:
ing in fuppreffing any religious houfes, and of applying
their revenues to our obje®, for example, ?o the efta:
Hifbinent of proper country scuoors s he may depend
on it, that fuch a proje® would be particularly grateful
to the Suvperiors.”: C o

« XVII. The Regents will alfo turn their attention
towards a folid plan for eftablithing a fund to fupport
the widows of the brethren.” , - ‘

« XVUL One of our moft importarit objects muft bey
10 hinder the fervile veneration of the people for Princes:
. from deing carried too far. Al fuch abje@ flattery
tends only to make thofe men worfe who are already’
for the moft part of very common and weak under.
ftandings. You will fhew an example of the propet
condud to be held in this refpe@. Shun all familiarity
with them ; behave to them politely, but without cons
f¥rainty that they may honour and fear you. Write and
fpeak of them as ybu would of other men, that they
may be made to recollect that they are but men like
other people, and that their authority is a thing purely’
conventional.”* ' '

* XI%. ‘When there happens to be a man of merit
among our adepts but little known by or entirely uns
known to the public, no Ea‘ms are to be fpared to ac.
quire celebrity for him. Let our difguifed brethren eves
ry-where found the trumpet of his praifes, ‘and forco
envy and party fpirit to be filent.”

« XX. The effay of our principles and of our fchool¢

is moft eafily and moflt fucceisfully made in finall
ftates. - The inhabitants of capitals and commercial
towns are”too corrupt, too much a prey to their pafs
fions, and think themfelves too much enlightened, t6
fubmit to our leflons.” ' '

- 4 XX1. Ir is ufeful to fend vifitors from time to timey
or to give @ Regent that is travelling the commiflion
to-vifit the meetings, to afk for the minutes, and to calt

‘* Eine unferer vornchmiten forgen mufs auch feyn, unter das volkd
faixvifche fir®:x vershrong nicht zu hoch feigen zu laflen, &c. &a
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on the brethren in order to examine their papers of
journals, and receive their complaints.—Thefe Plenipo-
tentiaries, prefenting themfelves in the name of the
high Superiors, may corre@t many faults, and boldly
fupprefs abufes which the Prefe@s had not the courage,
to reform, though ready to enforce the commands of
the vifitor: _

. “ XXIL If our Order cannot eftablifh itfelf in-any
particular place with all the forms and regular pro-
grefs of our degrees, fome other form muft be affumed..

- Always hivve the object in wiew ; that is the effential

point.  No nmtter what the cloak may be, provided you
Jircceed ; a cloak is bowever always neceffary; for in fé-
crecy ouy frength principally lies” .
« XXIL For -this reafon we fhould alvays conceal
ourfelves under the najne of fome other affociation.
The inferior lodges of Freemasonry are the moff con-
wenicnt cloaks for our grand obje®, (das fchickliche kleid

fur unfere hobere zwecke) becaufe the world is already

familiarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or
worthy of their attention can fpring from Mafonry.---

. The name of a literary fociety is alfo a proper mafk

for our firlt clafles. Under fuch a maik, fhould our

. affemblies be difcovered; we may confidently affert,

A

that the rcafon of our holding fecret affemblies was
partly to give a greater interc¢ft and charm to- our
purfuits ; partly to keep off the crowd, and not to ex«
ofe ourfelves to the bantering and jealoufy of others;
i fhort to hide the wcaknc% of an affociation as yet
but in its infancy.”

~« XXIV. It is of the utmoft importance for us to
ftudy the conftitutions of other fecret focieties and to
govern them. The Regent is even bound, after hav.
ing obtained leave of his fuperiors, to gain admit.
tance into thofe focieties, but he muft not undertake
too many engagements. 'This is an additional reafon
why our Order fhould remain fecret.” ,

« ®XV. The higher degrees muft always be hidden
from the lower. A perfon more willingly receives or-
ders from a firanger than from men in whom be gradu-
ally diftovers a multitude of defecls. By this precaution
one may keep the inferiors in a more proper awe ; for
they naturally pay greater attention to their behaviour
when they think themfelves furrounded by perfons
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who are obferving them ; at firft, their vittue may be
the effe@ of conftraint, but cuftom will foon make it
habitual.” .

“ XXVI. Never. lofe fight.of .the military {chools
of the academies, printing prefles, libraries, cathedral
ehapters, or any public. eftablithments that can influ-
. efice education or government.  Let our Regents pers
petually attend to the various means, and form plans
for making us mafters of all thefe eftablithments.”*

. “ XXVII. In general, and independent of their pare
ticular employment, the grand obje&t of our Regents
mult be an habitual and conftant application to every.
thqu which can in any way add to the perfe@ion and
to the power of our Order, that it may become for

futare ages the moft perfet model of government

that can enter the mind of man;” or in other wards,
that it may be hereafter faid, fuch was the famous af-
fociation which, by perpetually perfecting its laws and
governments, at length taught mankind to caft off
eyery law and every agovemment. It would be ufelefs
for me to.think of adducing farther proofs to demon.
ftrate that fuch is the real obje& of thc pretended per-
feQion of Illuminifm. The.myfteries of the Set have
heen too clearly laid open for us to harbour the fmal-
left dopbe of their intention.. But to acquire this per.
fe&ion and power for the Se®, Weifhaupt has model.
led ftill farther laws for his Regents, according te
the different offices they hold in the Hierarchy of the
- Order.+

. * Militair-fchulen, academien, Buchdruckercyen, Buchliden, Dom-
capitel, und alles was ein einflufs auf bildung und regierung hat, mufs
nie aus den augen gehaffen werden; und die Regenten follen unauf~
horlich plane entwerfen, wic man es anfangen konne, iiber diefelben
gewalt zu bekommen.

-t For the whole of the Second Part of this Chapter fee the Infirucion
B for the D.gree of Regent, of which it is nearly a Lteral tranflation.

v

Vol. III. . Ff
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CHAP XVL

Continuation of the Inftruitions on the Goverriment of
the IllumineesLavis for the Local Superiors.

REAT .as the authority of the Major Ilnminees
ovet the Minerval Academies may appear at firft
fight, no perfon of the preparatory clafi 1s in falt en-
trufted with any real authority. Even the Scotch'
Knight in his intermediary clafs does not enjoy any.
The Order-recognizes as real Superiors none but thofe
who have been initiated into the clafs of the Myftes
ries. Even in that clafs the adept muft have attained
the degree of Regent before he can be named Prefect
for the Scotch Kuights, or Dean of his diftri®. Thofe
are the firlt two offices which the Order confiders as
having any real authority over the Brethren. '
Though the Code exprefsly declares, that each
Superior fhall find in his inftructions the refpedlive
Yaws cohcerning his particular duty, it certainly con.
tains none for the office of Dean. A finwde:-Chapter
is indeed to be found in the Code on his €ledtion and
tonfecration.  On the firft eftablithment of a new dif-
tri&t he is elefted by the Provincial; but on his depo~
fition or death the Epopts affemble and choofe a
fucceflor by the plurality of votes, the Provincial only
having the right of confirming fuch an election. With
regard to what the Code terms his confecration (WWei-
bung des decani,) it is generally performed by what
is called a Plenipotentiary, and in a fort of barbarous
Latin, extremely inclegaat. Were not the impiety of
it as abominable as the ceremonial is Jow, ¥t mught
form an excellent fcene for the theatres of Bartholo-
mewfair. The Illuminizing Legiflator, a very inferior
copyt of Moliere’s Malade Imaginaire, ridicules St.
Paul, Mofes, and all religious ceremonies, as Moliere
did the quack difciples of Hippocrates. Little wit is
required to fcoff at religious nites, and yet our Legif-
lator has only fucceeded in being difguftingly impious.
Such turpitude is not worthy our notice, fgr ‘none but
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- Epopts can admire it ; this neverthelefs is all the infor.
- mation the Code can give us refpedting the Dean.*

* Should any adept with for a fpecimen of this miferable
farce, let him figure to himfelf an affembly of Epopts in theix

-facerdotal habits. The delegate opens the piece by Domine -

.apesi os meum; The two Affiftants repeat the fame—7%e
. Plenipotentiary Fili mi quid poftulas ? The Delegate Ut Deus
_et Superiores noftri concedant nobis Decanum hunc quem ad
te duco,—Pilenip. Habetig decretum ~—Habemus—Legatur—~
"Cammuni voto atque confenfu fuperiorum elegimus nobis in
"Decanum Fratrem N. N. Prefbiterum Noftrz Provinciz,
Majoris Ordinis verum atque prudentem. hofpitalem, mori-
bus orratum, fapientem, illaminatum et manfuetum, Deo et
-fuperioribus noftris per omnia placentemque ad Celfitudinis
‘veltre dignitatem adducere, quateaus autore Domino nobis
-welut ideneus Decanus pra-efie valeat yt prodefle, nofque fub.
-ejus fapienti pegimine in fecuritate ac quicte magnis {cientiis
. aliifque operibus curare pofimus—Plenip. Difpofuifti domui
‘g ?—Tbe Eles Difpoloi—Nofti quanta fit Decani cura et
~qud peend infligastur infideles et Delutores >—Duce me De-
-mine—Ego au&oritate fuperioram indu&us firmiter fub iner-
.minatione apathematis, inhibeo tibi, ne quid de fcientiis oca
sultig, vel fecreta tibi revelanda abducas, furripias, vel alicui
profano communices.  Si tu autem aliquid attentare prefum-
feris, maledictus eris in domo et extra domum, mgledictus in
‘civitate et in.agro, malediGus vigilando et dormiendo, ma-
fedictus manducando et bibendo, maleditus ambulando et
fedendo, maledi@a erunt caro et offa, et fanitatem non habebis.
2 plantd pedis ufque ad verticem. Veniat tunc fuper te
maledictio quam per Moyfen in lege filio iniquitatis Pominus.
promifit, eleatur nomen tuum in libro viventium, et cum
juftis nen amplius fcribatur, fiat pars et hereditas tua cum Cain,
" fratricidd, cum Datban et Abiron, cum Ananii et :Saphird,
.cum Simone Mago et Juda proditore. Vide ergo ne quid
feceris, quo anathema mereris.—Here follow the impofition of
*bands, the exhortations, and the benedictions, all in Latin. T
Officiator, extending his_ bands again on the head of the Eled,
terminates the ceremony with the following wards & - Sicyt rog
- Hermon qui defcendit in montem Sion, fic defcendat fuper e
Dei fummz fapientiz benedittio ( fee the laff works of Spar-
tam—NacbrieXt won Weikung eines Decani.) What execrable
impiety muft the Se& have infufed into its Epopts to expe
that fach an impious derifion of the Scriptures and of the.
‘moft facred rights could give them pleafure 2 Let not thg

Vdl. 1L Ffz
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" 'The fame cannot be faid of the inftructions for the

Prefeéls. Thefe Local Superiors may have as many as

cight Lodges at a time under their command, part}
Nﬁncrval, and partly Mafonic. The Prefe is the firf
Regent within his prefecture, and has the dire&tion of
all that part of the Order ftiled in the Code the lower
part of the edlZice. All the Quibus Licets of his diftri&
pafs,through his hands. He opens thofe of the Scotch
Kniflits, and the Solis of the Novices and Minervals ;
but every thing elfe he tranfmits to the bigher Su--
periors. When he founds new Lodges, or reccives
new Brethren, he gives the new Geographical names
and Characeriftics, which he fele@s from the litt that
he has received from the Provincial. He makes a ge-
neral report to the Provincial of every thing that has
‘happened within his prefetore once a month ; and
every three months tranfmits the reverfal letters, the
tablets fent by the Scrutators with notes on their poff-
cal and moral condud@, and an exa& return of the ftare
of the funds belonging to each Lodge. He decides
on the promotion of the Brethren as far as Scotch
‘Knight, but can confer the latter degree only with the
confent of the Provingial..--He has the right once a
‘year of commanding all the adepts under his dire@tion
to return whatever writings the Order may have en-
trufted them with-—He returns them to thofe on whofe
fidelity be has reafon ta rely, but.not to thofe whom
be may bave any reafon to fufpedt, or wha are iutend-
ed 2o be difmiffed.* -

The foundation of the Edifice refts folely on the
vigilance, experience, and zeal of the Prefed.—And
it was to the dire@ion of their condu@ in every part
of the Government that Weifhaupt dedicated his lef.
fons under the following heads :---I. Preparation..--11.
Tuition of the Pupils.---11L. Spirit or love of the Order.
IV, Subordination.-.-V. Secrecy.---Each of thefe arti-
cles contains a cloud of thofe artifices which the rea.
der has feen interfperfed in divers parts of the Code,
but which now become the peculiar ftudy of the Pre-

reader think that I bave exaggerated this barbarons cant.
The whole ceremony is a buffoonery of the loweft clafs. Iga
piety depraves every thing, even the tafte for literature.

0 * Infiryctions C for the Regents, and No. J~nX.
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fect. I fhall'only extra the moft ftriking, or thofe
on which the Legiflator particularly infifts ; fuch, for
-example, as the following, 'to be found in the firft
pages_of the head Preparation. '

“ Qur ftrength chiefly confifts in pumbers; but
" much will alfo depend on the means employed to form
the pu&ﬂ---Young people are pliant amd eafily take the

impreffion.---« The Prefe& will therefore fpare no

“ pains to gain pofieflion of - the Schools which lie
% within his diftri®, and alfo of their teachers. He
¢ will find means of placing them under the tuition
¢ of members of our Order; for this is the true me-
. - thod of infufirg our principles and of training our
“ young men : it is thus that the moft ingenious men
+¢ are prepared to labour for us and are brought into
¢ difcipline ; and thus the affection conceived by our
“ young pupils for the Order, will gain as decp root
-% as do-all other early impreffions.” C
- - Under the- fame head are to be found inftru&ions
for the Prefe&@ equally curious, on the propagation
‘of the Order. » .
. “.When a new colony is to be founded, begin by
# choofing a bold and enterprifing adept entirely de-
% voted to the Order. Send him fome time before-
4 hand to live on the fpot where you intend making
“ the new eftablithment.” '
.« Before you proceed to people the extremities, be-
% gin by making your ground guod at the centre.”

“ Your next obje¢t muft be, to gain over fuch
@ perfons as are ‘eonftant refidents, as Merchants and
« Canons.” ‘ o

“ Such miffions fhould only be entrufted to brethren
& of independent forture, and who would occafion no
“« e:;pencc to the Order; for though all the brethren
#¢ are eatitled to fuccour when in real want, yet thofe
“ of one province are as fcldom as poflible to be an
¢ expence to the neighbouring ones. Nor are the
¢ other diftricts by any means to be made acquainted
¢ with the weaknefs of the Order in yours. Befides,
¢ the funds muft find a fufficiency to fuccour thofe of
¢« the Minerval fchool who may ftand in need of it,
¢ that our promifes in their cafe may be performed.”

“ You will not feek to extend yourfclfy till you have

A}
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% ¢onfolidated your eftablifhment in the ‘capital of -
“ your diftri.”
“ You will ferioufly examine and cautioufly fele@®

« from the brethren thofe who are the moft able to un-

-deértake fuch a miffion.-~You will next confider whé-
ther it will be proper to begin your eftablifhment by

@ Minerval church or a Mafonic lodge.”

“ Pay moft particvlar atteation to the man whomn
-you place at the head of the new colony ; obferve
-whether he is courageous, zealous, prudent, exa&, and
punctual ; whether fitted for the forming new adepts;
whether he enjoys a good reputation or is much cou.
‘fidered ; whether be is a man of bufinefs and capzble
of a ferious and conftant application : in fhort, whe-
ther he has all the neceflary qualifications for an un«
‘dertaking of fuch high importance.” :

« Conlider ao the locality. Is the place propofed
near to or diftant from the capital of your diftri -~

..Js it a dangerous or fafe fituation for fuch am wmder-

Aaking 2---Is it great or finall, more or lefs popudous ?

.~By what means can you beft fucceed, and which can

‘b eafieft emiployed 2-.-What time would be requifite
Jor the perfedting of fuch an eftablithment 3--To what
-perfons can you apply on firft fetting off i~-If yoor
firft applications be ill made, all future attempts wiil
be fruitlefs.—What pretence or what name is to be
affimed ?~.How is the new colony to be fubordinated
or co-ordinated ? that is to fay, what fuperiors {hall #
be under, and with what lodges thall it correfpond ¥

- % When you fhall have acquired fufficient firength
in your new colony, and particularly if our brethren
renjoy the firft dignities of the ftate, if they may freely
-and openly fhow themfelves formidable to their oppo-
nents, and make them feel the painful confequences of
-counteracting the views of the Order; if you have
-wherewith to fatisfy the wants of the brethren ; if, fo
far from having to fear from the government, the
:Order dire@s thofe who hold the reins--Then be af~
Aured-that we fhall not be wanting in numbers or in

‘the choice of adepts; we fhall foon have more than

.we have occafion for. I cannot oo ftrongly recommcnd
this method of proceeding>

« If it be neceffary for us to be mafters of the or-
« dinary fchools, of how much more importance will
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¢ it be to gain over the ecclefiaftical feminaries and thei
Y fuperiors | With them we gdin over the chief part
“ of the country 3 we acquire the fupport of the greateft
“ enemies to inmovation ; and the grand point of all 15,
« that through the clergy we become maflers of the mid-
“-die and lower claffes of .the people o
- ¢ But remember, that t caution is neceffary
« with the Ecclefiaftics. ’ﬁ:{z gentlemen are gene-
¢ rally either too free or too fcrupulous; and thofé
“ who are too free have feldom any morals.” The
legiflator then proeeeds to the exchifion of the relis
ﬁous, and tells the Infinuator to avoid the Jefuits as

would the plague. :
+ While perufing thefe laws, 1 fuppofe the reader
makes nearly the fame refle®ions which I am tempted
every inftant to commit to paper.---Should the follow
ing article ever meet the eye of a Prince, it will givé
-him ample room for refledtion. - : '

“ When the Prefe& {hall have gradually fucceeded
“ in placing the moft zealous members of the Order
% in the councils and offices under the Prince, he will
% have arrived at the full extent of his commiffion.
¢ He will have done much more than if he had initias
“ ted the Prince himfelf.** C :
© «In general, Princes are not to he:admitted into
“ the Order, .and even thofe who are received are {¢l
% dom to be permitted to rife above the degree of
“ Scotch Knight.” ' ' .

- After what has been feen of this degree and thofe

that precede, it is rather extraordinary that Weifhaupt
fhould dci‘gn'-to grant admiffion to Princes ; for he did
not wait for this degree before he clearly infinuated
his plans. Princes, at lea®t, who had not furmifed
‘them before their admiffion to that degree muft have
been void of penetration indeed. What hopes then
could the legiflator entertain of their not perceiving
his plots againft all legitimate authority? His confi-
dential letters will explain the enigma :-~¢ Brethren,”
he writes to his Areopagites,  you will take care to
* have the following corretions made before you

* Kann der Prifed die firflichen Dicafterien und Rithe nach und

nach mit eifrigen ordens-mit-gliedern befetzen, fo hat er alles gcthan,

was er thun konte, Es ift mehr, als weun er den firften felbft auf«
genommen hittes -

U5
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¢ thow the conftitutions of our degrees to the Electors
« .In the degree of Minor Illuminee in place of the
« words intbecile Monks fay imbecile men—-In the dee

. % gree of Major Illuminee blot out the words Priefts

“ and Princes are m our way. With refpe@ to the
« degree of Prieft fhow no part of it excepting the
« difcourfe on [iiences, and read that over carefully left
@ any allufion. or reference to any other part of the des
« gree fhould remain®* ‘Thefe correétions begin to
clear the enida ; a more infidious expedient will veil -
his plots in complete darknefs. ¢ I mean,” fays Weifs
haupt when f{peaking to the Areopagites of the infe.
rior degrees, “ to revife the whole fjffem” Then,
attributing to the Jefaits his own inmunorality, he fays,
« I mean that it {hould be a complete Jefuitical piece
“ not a {ingle word fhall be found in it that can in any
« way be cavilled at by religious or political govern«
“ ments. Let us a&t with ¢aution; do nothing withe
“ out a veafon ; things muft be prepared and brought
“ on ftep by ftep.”+ The adept who has given us the
moft complete and candid account of the degrees of
Iluminifin affures us, that he had (een a difcourfe for
the degree,of Epopt in. which every thing refpeQing
religion and government was omitted. . ¥
. ]‘%crc then wg' find - Weifhaupt not only correting
bat even forming fictitious degrees to dupe the prince-
ly adept, and to perfuade him that the dark and myf-
terious recefles of the hireling crew have been laid
open to him, while the real adept finiles at his cre-
dulity. Such artifice certainly aggravates Weithaupt’s
criminality. But will that excufe the princely adept?

Notwithftanding the veil artfully thrown over the un-

pious and feditious principles of the fe&, did he not
begin by fwearing obedience and protection to the Ore
der? His court foon fwarms with Illuminees ; be thinks
he reigns over them, but is no nore than their ftately
captive. And fhould he fall their vi&tim, will it not
be faid that he met with his juft fate? What ftrange
madnefs can induce Princes to infcribe their names on
the regifters of fecret focieties! Have they not duties
to fulfil towards the public? On what right can their
* Orig. Writ. Vol. II. 2d Jan. 148s.

I Ibid—Weifhuupt's Let. 15th March, 1781,
Gefchichte der illumin. Grad. Page 66.
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&iths of fubmillion and protedtion be grounded, fworn
In the recefles of fecret lodges, to men who hide them-
felves from public view 5 when their Jabours, cares, and
proteiting power, are to extend over the whole ftate
and to all its citizens? On the throne, or with preten-
fions to it, do they not degradingly fwear obedience

and protedtion to Mafters of Lodges! By what right

will they promulgate laws emanating from lodges?
When- their fubjeéts fwore allegiance and fidelity to
theny did thofe fubjeéts expe& ta be governed by a
flave, or be fubjected to laws proclaimed indeed by
their Prince, but diated by fome Mafter Illumince or
Roficrucian? And ye, magiftrates of the people, who
are to {it in judgment over the mutual and difputed
claims of the citizens in general, what confidence can
be placed in you after you have fworn obedience and
protection to this illuminizing fe&, even in actions juft
or unfuft ? Such refle®ions will rife #efulgent from
the page of hiftory ; and would to God that the Revo-
lition had not already indelibly engraved them |

I ever {elf.dove fhould have directed the ations of
men, and fupplied the place of nobler motives, the

' rrinccl dupe will have found ample matter in the
a

ws of Illuminifin to ftimulate his, when he but cafts
Bis eye on the following article contained in the in-
ftruthons for the Prefects, or local Superiors, under
the head formation of pupils: “ What will numbers
avail us, if unity and fimilarity of fentiment do not
prevail 2---No rank, no flate of life, can difpenfe the bre-
#hren from our labours or our trials. To accuftom
them to defpife all diftinétions, and to view the world
and human nature in the grand fcale, the Prefeét fhall
carefully collet all the anecdotes he can, remarkable
either for their generofity or meannefs, not regarding
to whom they relate whether Princes or Citizens, rich

.or poor. He will tranfmit them to thte Mafters of the

Minervals; and thefe will expofe them in a proper

manner to their pupils. They will not forget to give-

the name of the Prince or great perfonage, though
the trait fhould dithonour him 3 ¢ for,” fays the Code,
* every member muft be made fenfible, that we diflris
“bute impartial juftice, and that among us the wicked
“ man upon the throne is called a villain (ein fhurke

a1y -
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% beif}) juft as freely, if net mare fo, than the criminal
% who is being led the gatiows.”

Under the fame head we may obferve another arti-
cle remarkable -enough, en the means of rendering the
language of the adepts more uniform whon {peaking
before any of the Order, or of fadts relating to it.

On thefe occafions the Prefe& will take care fecretly
to infiruct the lower Superiors in what ftyle they are to
hold forth, what ideas to propagate, avd in -what mans
ner they fhould make their pupils fpeak. ¢ Hence
*% the pupils will conftantly aceord themelves in every
% thing, whether in language‘er akion, with the Su-
« periors, though their mqtives may be unknown to
¢ them. By thefe means we fhall all tend towards
“the fame objet; the young adepts will accuftom
¢ themfelves to fearch and dive into the ‘intentions of
% the Order; to refrain from acing, or to be filent on
¢ all doubtful occafions, till they have received the
“ advice or orders of their Superior as to what they
“ ought to do-or fay.” ‘ '

‘Urider the head Lowve er Spirit of the Order, the Pre-
fedt is inftructed, that {uch Love or Spirit is to be in-
fufed by defcanting on ithe beauty and importance of
the. obje of the Sed, the integrity of its members,
the greatnefs and certainty of its means, the utility of
the inftrudion imparted, and fecurity promifed to all
s pupils by the Order.—-This Love will always be
propertionate to the certainty of being happy while at-
dached to the Order, and of finding. rej bappinefs in no
other place. 'To ftimulate it, be snuft always feed them
with the hopes of new difcoveries more and wivre impor-
tant ; and, left their zeal thould diminifh, “ try to kecp
our pupils conflantly occupied with ofjecls relating 1o
the Order ; make it their favorite purfiit.-~See what
the Roman Catholic Church does to make its religion
familiar to its follewers, how it keeps their attention -
inceffantly towards it; model yourfelf by that....It
would be impoflible to forefee all cafes and lay down
rules for-themj—Let it then be the confiant ftudy of
the Prefeéts and other Superiors to prepare themfelves
for unforefeen events---Let them propofe and diftribute.
prizes for the beft compofitions on fuch cafes. Perpe-
tual vigilance will render it impoffible for the edifice
not fooper or later to fucceed, and to take a proper
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gnﬁﬁenz:nading to the local ¢ireumftances. Ex-
rt the Brethren to compldcency, beneficence and ge-
nerofity towdrds each other and towards the Order.”

i Phe nexs artidle trents. of Obedience. Here the Pre-
fodt is informed; « That fhould he have been diligens
and furcefiful in imprefling the young. pupils with thei
grandeur of the: views of the Sect, they will doubtlefy
ebay the: Supériors with: pleafure.. How. can they do
otherwife than fabmit themfcives to be condu@ted by
Superiors. who have fo carefully guided them hitherto,
who contributed fo much to their prefent. happinefiy
and 'who premife to perpetuate ie:in:igutunevl -May: the
man who-is ndt to be eiitiead into- obedience by fuch
advantages be rejedted frony #mong-us 3 lat bim be caft
out from the fociety of the cledl I The fpitit of :obedi
énce is to be.more particularly infufed by example: and:
inftructians by the conviition,ithat to obeyour- Superi-.
drs is in- fact only fulfilling our owa inclination—--by. the
g:gﬁal progrefsof the degrees—by. the hopes of dif~

ring more important truths.by fear properly ma«
naged-;-by hononrs; rewards, and diftim@tions granted
th the docile--by contempt caft on the  {tubbern-~by
avoididg familigrity with the . inferiors.-by the é¢xem-
plary pusilbment of the rebellious—-by: the felection of
thofe: whom we know to be devoted to 1s and readyt
to execute all our commands--.by a particular attens
tion to- the %{dlm.r Licets whereby we may.foc how far
the Ordérs of the Superiors-have been executed s~-and:

zmtho' pun@uality of the intermediary Swperfors iy

ing the tablets or reports refpedting their' inferiors.
The snore. particular thefe tablets are, e better they will
be ; for is is ot them thas all the operatioms of the Order
are grousded.. It is by their means that the progref}
and: number of the Brethren is to be known ; that the
ftrength or weaknefs of the machine, and the propor-
tion and adhefion of all its parts is to be calculated,
amd that the promotion of the brethrem, the merits
and demerits of the affemblies; of the Lodges; and of
their Superiors, is to be judged. , :
' When treating of Secrecy, “ the Prefeét is:informed,.
that this is the moft effential article ; and it is o thas

account that ever in countries where the Sedt may

s
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have acquired fufficient powér to throw off the mafle;
it is to remain veiled in darknefs” - ... - ‘

“"The Prefe@ is always to hide with dexterity the
real obje& of his views according tolocal circumftan-

‘¢es. Let Him agree with the Provindial on what thape

he thall afflume to concedl the Order.-i-As in the re-.
ligious inftitutions of the Roman Church, where reki-
gion, alas! is but a pretext; exadly fo, only in a
nobler manner, muft we enwrap our Order in the forms
aof a mercantile’ faciety, or fome other exterior of & i
mih)‘ ﬂ@ure.’? T & DS . T
* In vain would the reader afk me, whence the Tllu-

minized Code had taken the idea of Religion ‘being
only a’ presext forithe religions inftitutivns - in the Ca-
tholi¢ ‘Church. * It ‘has not come to my knowledge,
that the'moft baréfaced Sophifters have ever advanced
a calomriy of this fort. * I hive feen the meligious foun-
ders, fuch as St. Francis, 'St. Benedid, or'St. Bafil, and

- other founders of orders, defcribed by -the  Sophifters

as fuperftitious enthufiafls. But évent among'the apof-
tates who muft have been.acquainted with the Orders.
they -had lived in, we have never heard one pretend
that Religion was only.a presext either for the inftito-
tion. they abandoned, or for. their ancient breghrent
Did any of them ever affert, that ambition, avarice,
or an ext befides Religion, had - given rife .to the

~ foundation of the Order of the Capuchins, Friars, Be-

neditines, or Carmélites, and of {fo many other con-
vones deftined for men or women? This, however,
is not a.calumny originating with Weifhaupt{ it is not
to be:found in hisinﬁru&ions fent to Knigge, and on
which the latter formed. the Code of Laws for the
Regents and Local Superiors, -though he fubjoined ma-.
ny of his own ideas. ' Knigge was totally ignorant of
every thing relating to religious Orders. Weithaupe
was born a Roman €atholic, and might indeed, in his’
impiety, have repeated the ideas of many apoftate

hifters, or have left this ftrange comparifon of his
illuminifin with the religious inftitutes, fince it was in.

-the Code: but I fhould be truly furprized were I

to find that it was a calumny of his invention. He
kpew too well how much he ftood in need of darke
tefs to envelope his defigns; and he alfo knew, that
in the Roman Catholic Church no religious inflitute,

-
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was adopted, until it had been made public avid ekam-
ined by the conftituted -authorities. N

¢ After this abfard calumny follows a r&apimlatioﬁ.

of every thing we have already expofed to our readers
in the firft Chapters of this Volurie, on the neceffity
of hiding the proeeedi? and even the' very éxiftence
& the Lodges. ButI find the following additions in
. ace. o b
“ !I’.laeﬂ: the number of the Brethren fhonld expofe
tham to difcovery, by théir affemblies being too nu-
merous, the Prefe@ will take care that no more than
ted ‘members (hal aflemble 'in the fame Minerval
Chureh.” o ' - Con e
- 1% Should auny- place contain a greater number of
“ pupils, the Lodges muft be multiplied, or different
¢ days of affembly muft be affigned, that ali may not
“.meet at once ; and fhould there be &veral-Minerval
¢ Churches in the fame town, the Prefe@t will take
« care that thofe of one Lodge fhall know nothing
“ of the others.” For the better diretion of the low-
er part of the edifice, he will obferve the follow.
ing rules--He is to nominate the Magiftrates of the
Minervals ; but the chief of thefe Magi?trates can onl
be named with the confent of the Provincial. He wra
-be refpontible for thofe he names.---He will overlook
the Mafonic and Minerval Lodges, to fee that ev
thisg is regularly and punétuvally executed. He will

not permit any difcourfes to be dclivered there which’

may give any ftrong fufpicions of what is contriving
‘again{t Religion, the ftate, or morals.--He will fuffer
no Brother to be advauced to the higher degrees be.
fore he has acquired the requifite qualities and princi-
ples; on this point, fays the Code, he cannot carry his
precautions, anxiety, and ferupulofity too far.
¢ It has already been ftated in the rules, that per-
fons not belonging to the Order may be received 1nto
the Mdfonic Lodges of Hluminifm.-.-The Prefe will
-carefully watch left any of thefe ftrangers {hould take
the lead in the Lodges.--They thould as far as poffible
be honeft men, fedate, and quiet ; but by fome means
or other they fhould be made ufeful to the Order.---
Without leave of the Provincial, the Prefe& fhall hold
no correfpondence on matters relating to the Order
with any perfon out of his province---as his peculiar

g1
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ebjed will: be,. to watch over and 1o infiru® the Supe-
riors of the Minerval and Mafonic Lodges, he wilt
have recowfe to the Provindal in adl doabtful cafes
of any iwportance. Cots
.. Prefe make bimfslf perfe@ mafter of
thefe rules; Jet.him follow them wath precifion ;' lag
him always attend to the whele of the objcét ;: let him
take eare that each 6ne may attend to his duty; doin

moither. hore nor lefs then the low requires ; ‘and be wi

find in this inftruction all that i neceffary for the neggue
lation of: his condut.” - o -
. Such is the promife which terminates the laws for
the Prefe® of Illuminifin. The five articles:tteated
of in thefe regulations are prefated by 4 far more
pomnpous promife: ¢ If, it is faid we¢ have exadly
« forefeen every thing relating to thefe five arvicls;
“ nothing will be impofible for. us i any eountry wnv
o dor the Sun.™ C ' oot

* Ift num in dicfen fanf ficken alles gehdrig beforgt, fo ift in fedemn
Jande unter der fonne nichts unmdglich——-The whole of this Chapter
z exgg&ed from the Imitrudtions € for the Prcfedty from Page 145

e o . TN
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CHAP. XVIL
'.Ir;/trudiom‘ for the Provincial,

BY far the greater part of the code of laws which
“has juft been laid before the reader as relating
to the Regents and Prefects of the Illuminees, was
originally written by Weifhaupt for the inftruction of
his Provincials. This is evident from the firft digeft
- of thefe laws, as they appear in the fecond part of the
fecond volume of the Origina‘l,Writings of the Se&,
from page 17 10 43. It is even one of thofe parts
which Knjgge looked upon as a mafter-piece of poli<
tics.* So replete with artifice did he think it, that he
deemed it a pity to circumfcribe the knowledge of it
to the Provincials alone. The reader has feen what
ufe he has made of them, thorou%hlir perfuaded that
the Regents in general, and particularly the Local Su-
periors, could greatly benefit the Order by attending
to them. The Arecopagites and General confented to
thefe new difpofitions § but the following part of this
chapter remained appropriated to the Provincials.

« 1. The Provincial fhall make himfelf perfe& maf
ter of the whole “conftitution of the Order..--The {yf-
tem of it fhould be as familiar to him as if he had
invented it.” ,

«1[. As a guide for.all his a&ions, he fhall adopt
the whole government and the inftructions already
laid down for the Regents and Local Superiors, not
negledting a fingle rule.” : v

¢ III. The Provincial fhall be chofen by the Regents
of his Province, and be confirmed by the Natjonal Su-
perior ., ...+ The high Superiors (the Areopage
and General) have the power of depofing him.”

« 1V, He fhall be a native of, or at leaft be tho-
roughly acquainted with the province under bhis in-
fpettion.”

“V. He fhall be engaged as little as poffible in

* See his laft Obfervations.

4 There is an omiflion in the copy from which thefe rules have been
priated, which makes part of this article uninselligible. )

023
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public concerns, or in any other enterprize, that hé
may devote all his time to the Order.”
“VI. He (hall affume the charaller of a man retited

‘/éek.r reft”

from the world, and who only
« VII. He fhall fix his refidence as nearly #s poffi-

_ble in the centre of his pravince, the better to watch

over the different diftricts.” ,

« VIII. On his being named Provincial, he fhall
;eave his former charaéteriftic, and affume that which
the high Superiors fhall give him..-The fame Supe-
riors will fend him the impreflion of the feal he is to
bear, and he will wear it engraved on his ring.”

« IX. The archives of the province, which the Re-
gents wjll have taken care to feal up and carry away
on the demife of his predeceflor, are to be entrufted
to him on his nomination.”

« X. The Provincial will monthly tranfmit the ge.
neral report of his province to the National Infpe&or,’
immediatcly over him. As he himfelf only receives
the reports of the Local Superiors a fortnight after
the month is up, he will neceffarily be always a month
behind-hand, making, for example, the report of May
about the end of June, and fo on, This report will
be fubdivided into as many patts as he has Prefeds
under his infpetion. He will carefully note every
thing of confequence that has happened in any of the
fchools or lodges : alfo the names, ages, country, fta-
tion in life, and the date of the reverfal letters, of each
new adept ; the high fuperiors withing to have no fur-
ther information concerning the new -adepts until they
come fo the clafs of Regent, unlefs on fome particular
occafion.” :

“ XI. Befides this monthly report, he is to apply to
the National Superior in all extraordinary cafes which
are not left to his decifion. He is alfo to fend in his
perfonal tablets every three months; and he will un-
dertake no political enterprize without having firft
confulted.” ~ '

« XII. He has nothing to do with the other Provin..
cials. Let things go on well or il in a neighbouring
province, it is no bufinefs of his. If he _wi[ﬁcs to afk
any thing of the other Provincials, let him apply to the
National Infpeéor.”

x
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* XIII. If he has any complaint to make againft the
Infpedtor, he will direct his letter Sofi or Primo.”

“ XIV. All the Regents of the province are hiy
counfellors ; they are to fecond and help him in all his
enterprizes. If it be convenient to him, he fhould
have two of them near his perfon, to ferve him as
fecretarics.” ‘

<« XV. He confirms the nominations of all the Su.

eriors of the inferior degrees. He alfo names the
refeds, but they muft be approved by the Direttor,
who can refufe his fan&ion.”

« XVI. He has a right to fend the brethren wbho are
penfioned by the Order, and to employ them in thofe
parts of the province where he may think them moft
ufeful.”

« XVII. and XVII. He tranfmits the chara&eriftics
of the brethren and geographical names of the lodges
to the Prefects, as he receives them from the high Su.
periors” . _

_ ¢« XIX. Heis alfo to fend the names of the excluded
brethren, that an exaét lift may be preferved in all the
affemblies.”

# XX. When he has any reprimand to make to a
Brother, whom it may be dangerous to offend, he will
affume an unknown hand, and the fignature of Bafyle.
"This name, which no Member of the Order bears, is
peculiarly preferved for that objeét.

« XX1I. He will fometimes write to the Inferior de-
grees; and on the propofition of the Epopts he will
decide what books are to be put into the hands of the
ﬂdung adepts according to the degrees they are in.-—

e is as much as poffible to promote libraries, cabinets
of natural philofophy, Mufeums, colle®tions of manu-
{eripts, &e. in the moft convenient parts of his Pro-
vince ; thefe, it may eafily be conceived, are only in-
tended for the adepts.

« XXII. The Provincial opens the letters of the
Minor and Major Illuminees which are direéted Soli.
He alfo reads the RQuibus Licets of the Epopts and
Primes of the Novices ; but can neither open the Pri-
mio of the Minerval, the Soli of the Knight, nor the

Vol IIL. . Hh

.
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Quibus Licet of the Regent”™ This gradual power
of opening the letters of the Brethren according to the
degree they belong to, plainly indicates that {ome
mark peculiar to each degree is made ufe of ; but I
have not been able to difcover that mark. - The read-
er will have obferved, that all the letters, even the
Quibus Licets, are opened by Brethren of a higher
degree than that of the adept who writes; and confe-
quently he never can know who it is that anfwers him;
as the rules of this Hierarchy are only made known to
the Brethren in proportion as they rife in dignity.
‘The Provincial himfelf can only form a conjeture as
to the perfons who open his letters and thofe of the
other Brethren which he is not permitted to open
himfelf. _ i '
© « XXIII. He fhall raife no Brother to the degree of -
Regent, without having firft obtained the confent of
the National Infpeétor. \
_ « XXIV. He is to inform the Dean of the branch of
fcience which each new adept has made choice of on
his admiffion into the Minerval Academy.

« XXV. Left any of the Archives {hould be miflaid,
he will take care to form but one bundle of all the

" tablets, reverfal letters, and other documents relating

to the fame adept. .
“ XXVI. He will apply himfelf to procure as many

co-operators as poffible for the Order, in the fcientific

branches. a

“ XXVIIL. He will tranfmit to the Deans all remark-
able treatifes or difcourfes, and every thing relative to,
the degree of Epopt; fcr example, the lives hiftorical
or charaeriftic, differtations, &-. ' ’

« XXVIII. If among the Epopts any men be found
endowed with great talents, but little fitted for the
political government of the Order, the Provincial muft
devife means of removing them from fuch funcions. -

“ XXIX. When the Chapters of the Scotch Knights
are compofed of more than twelve Knights, he will

raife the ableft among them to the degree of Epopt.

“ XXX. In each Chapter he will have a confiden-
tial Epopt, who will be his fecrez cenfor or {py.

' ¥ This article is extracted from the inftta®ions for the Prefect ; but,
boing directly addrelled to the Provincial, I have placed it here.

’
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& XXXI. The Provincial will receive ‘his letters’
patent from the National Superior---When he iflues.

thofe for the Chapters of the Scotch Knights, he will
make ufe of the following formula: « We of the

« Grand Lodge of the Germanic Orient, conftituted

« Provincial and Mafter of the diftri&t of N N, make
“ known that by thefe prefents we give to- the venera-
“ ble Brother (here is the charaderiftic and true name:
« of ‘the new Vecnerable or Mafter) full powers to
“ ereét a fecret Chapter of the maft holy Scotch Ma-
¢ fonry, and to propagate this Royal Art conformably
“ to his inftrucions by the eftablithment of new Ma-

“ fonic Lodges of the three fymbolic degrees----Given

¢ at the Dire@ory of the Diftrit---
(L. 8.) SecreT Provinciar
oF THE DIRECTORY.

« Without any further fignature.

« XXXIII. To fay every thing in a few words,
the Provincial has the fpécial charge of putting his
province in a proper fituation for attempting cvery
thing for the general good, and for preventing all evil.
--Happy the ftate where our Order [ball bhave acquired
Juch power ! Nor will it prove a difficult tafk for the
Provincial who fhall implicitly follow the inftru@ions
of his high Superiors.---Seconded by fo many able men
“deeply verfed in moral fciences, fubmiflive and fecretly
labouring like himfelf, there can be no noble enter-
prize which he may not undertake, nor evil defign
which he camnot avert---Therefore let there be no
connivance at faults; no Nepotifin, no private piques ;
no views but for the general good; no objet, no mo-
tives but thofe of the Order. « And let the Brethren
“ rely upon us, that we fhall never create any Pro-
“ vincials but fuch as are capable of fulfilling thefe du-
“ ties; but ket it be alfp remembered, that we referve
< in our bands all the means neceflary for chaftifing the
“ man who fhould prefume to abufe the power be bas
“ yeceived from us)**

« XXXIV. This power muft never be employed
but for the good of the Brethren. We fhould indeed

* See the Inftru&ion D far the degree of Regent.
Vol. Il Hha2
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help all whom we can help ; but when the circumftan.
ces are fimilar, the members of our fociety are always
to have the preference.-—Particularly as to thofe whofe
fidelity is proof againft all the powers of feduction.
In their fupport let us be prodigal of our toils, our
money, our honour, our goods, even our blood ; and
let the leaft affront offcred to any Illumince be the gene-
ral caufe of the Order. '

Thus terminate the inftruétions for the Provincial.
They forewarn us of the exiftence of a moft tremen-
dous power above him whence all the authority of the
Order emanates ; a power which referves to itfelf the
means of chaftifing whoever fhall abufe that portion
which it has entruffed to any of its adepts 3 that i to
fay, who fhall not have made it fubfervient to the
grand object and to all the plots of the Se&---There
are, in fa&, three offices in the Hierarchal Order of
Superiars above the Provincial. Firlt, the Nationd
Directors, then the Supreme Council called the Areopa-
gites by the Sed, the authority of which extends over
the Iluminees of all nations; and that is prefided
over by the General of the Order. The followi
Chapter will give every light on thefe fupreme Magif-
trates of Illuminifin which the known Archives of the
Sect can refleét. :
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CHAP. XVIL

Uf the. National Direélors, of the Aréopagz'te;, and of
' the General of {lluminifin.

I N the general plan of the Government of the Illu-
minees it is faid, that every Brother fhall receive
particular inftru&tions according to the rank he holds
i the Hierarchy of the Order : Yet I have never been
able to difcover thofe intended for the ufe of the Na-
tional Direftors. This part of the Code is not to be
found either in the two wnlumes {o often quoted of
" the Original Writings, or in that of Phile and Sparta-
cus which has thrown fo much light on the myfteries.
It does not appear, that any of the German writers
who have been the belt informed on, and the moft
ftrenuous opponents of, Iluminifm have ever been
-able to difcover them. For fome time I even enter-
tained doubts whether the Superiors called National
Diredtors, and thofe ftyled Infpeciors, were not of the
fame degree in the Hierarchy of the Set.—-They were
certainly diftin@ employments in the year 1782; for
Weithaupt’s letters at that period mention Germany as
divided into three infpections, each Infpector having fe-
viral Provingials fubordinate to him.* But, on the other
fide, the general account which the Order puts into
the hands of its Regents, and the laft works of Philo
printed in 1788, mention no intermediate office be-
tween the Provincials and the Nationals, which' latter
are fometimes defcribed as National Superiors, at others
as National Infpectors. Their correfpondence and fub-
ordination is direct frem the Supreme Council.+ It is
therefore evident, that in the laft digelt of the Code
the two offices of National Infpeétor and Direéor were
united. But in vain would the Se& conceal the in-
ftru@ions which it has appropriated to the fun@ions of
thefe National Superiors. The denomination alone
teftities the importance which attaches to their office;
and if the precife nature of their duties be wanting,

* Original Writings, Vol. IL. Let. 15, to Cato.
1 Dire&ions, Syftem No. g, and Philo’s Endliche erklirung, page 8z.
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it is eafy to fupply the deficiency, by what has already
efcaped the vigilance of the Sect in the foregoing parts
of the Code. ' ’ ‘ '

Let the reader recal to his mind what has been faid
in the Chapter on the Epopts, of the fyftems which
they were to form in order to feize on the empire of
the Sciences and dire@® them all towards the accom.-
plithnent of the plots of the Se@t. In the fame de-
gree we have feen them annually affembling in each
province, and compiling from their partial attacks
every means that their inventions could furnifh, infen-
fibly to enflave the public opinion, and to eradicate
from the minds of the people what the Se& is pleafed
to call religious prejudices. We have feen the clafs
of the Regents more particularly occupied in fapping
the foundations of the throne, and in deftroying that
veneration in which nations held the perfons and
fun&ions of their Sovereigns—Nay, there exifts a par-
ticular law framed for the Epopts which has not yet,
been cited, and which muft here be introduced. It is.-
to be found in the Second Volume of the Original Wri-
tings, fecond Section, intitled-Articles agreed upon by
the Areopagites in Adarmeth 1151 (A. D. December.
1781)---There, under the article Hicn MysTteries, I
read, « If among our Epopts any fpeculative geniufes
« are to be found, they 8:)2111 be admitted to the de-.
« gree of Mage.~Thefe adepts fhall be employed in
“ colledting and digefting all the grand philofophical
« {yftems, and will invent or compile for the people a
“ fyltem of religion which our Order means as foon
“ as poffible to give to the univerfe.”* :

I do not forget that I am to treat of the National
Direflors ; but am fomewbat afraid that my readers,
may adduce this plan for giving a new religion to the
whole univerfe, as invalidating their plot for the de-
ftruction of every religion. ]%et fuch readers, howe-
ver, reflect on the religion which Weifhaupt has him-
felf laid down for his Mages, It is the rankeft Spino-
fifin, admitting of no God but the world itfelf ; that is

" * So werden die felben Magi—Diefe fammeln und bringen die hé~
here philofophifche fyfteme in ordnung, und bearbeiten ein wolks-religion,
welche der Orden demnichften der welt geben will—In the original,.
which is in Cato Zwack’s hand-writing, the words welks-religion are in
cypher thus 20, 14, 2, 3, 18~17, 8, 2, 4, 6, 4, 14, 1%
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to fay, abfolute Atheifm. Let them alfo remember, that

one of the laft fecrets of the Grand Myfteries, is to .

reveal to the adepts thart all religions are grounded on
and are the invention of impofture. . Nor is it by any
~means difficult to account for thefe two fchemes of the
Se&, the one for the creation of a new religion, the
other for the deftrudion of all. *Thefe plans are to
be fucceffive in their operations. Sentiments of Reli«
gion are too deeply engraven in the minds of the peo.
ple for Weithaupt to flatter himfelf with fuddenly
cradicating it, or at leaft without fubftituting fome
capricious and fophifticated faith, which in reality
would no more conftitute a religion than the #orfhip
of Reafon, of which the French Revolution has given
us an impure effay. The religion, therefore, to be
invented by the Mages of Illuminifm is no more than
a preparatory ftep that {liould deftroy the religion of
Chrift throughout the univerfe. This advantage gain-
ed, it will remain no very difficult tafk to open the
eyes of the whole world on the inanity and impofture
of their own; -and thus it will have ferved as a {caf-
folding which naturally difappears with the edifice that
is to be pulled down. This religion to be invented
may be confidered as on a parallel with thofe new
%overnmems, thofe democracies, which are to amufe
the people until the period fhall come when their illu-
minizing Equality and Liberty fhall have taught them,
that each one is effentially his own fovereign, that this
fovercignty is an im‘Prcfcriptiblc right inherent in each
man, in direc oppofition to democracy, and even to all
property or focial compadt.
. Such is the general tenour of the fyftems to be in«
vented and profecuted by the Se&, for attaining the
: nd object of thefe confpirators. All the adepts
which the Se@ comprifes under the denomination of
Speculative geniufées are perpetually labouring at thefe
fyltems under the direftion of the Provincials. But
they are not the perfons who complete the plans;
they are only to prefent the firft fketch, which each
Provincial is obliged to tranfmit to the National Di-
rectory, there to undergo a further inveftigation and
receive its final polith.*~ One of the firft duties, there-

* huftructions for the dcgree. of Epopt, Nos. 13 and 14.
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fore, of the National Direétor will be, to colle® all
thefe anti-religious and anti-focia) fyftems, to pafs judg-
ment on them, and to declare how far they can contri-,
bute towards the univerfal diforganization. But even
thefe could not alone fuffice for fo great a work ;
they are furrounded by the Ele& of the nation as the
Provincial is by the Chofen of the provinces. This
council of the Ele&, after mature deliberation, declare
which are the fyftems that are worthy of being adopt-
ed by the Order ; and they will make all the additions
and corre@ions that they may conceive conducive to the
fuccefs of the general plan. Thus corrected and di-

" gefted, thefe fyltems of impiety and diforganization

are depofited in the archives ot the Director, which
now become national. It is to thefe that the Provin-
cials have recourfe in all their doubts, and hence flow
all thofe lights which are to expand themfelves
throughout the nation: it is hence alfo that the Na-
tional Director + will take all the new regulations
which he may jndge neceffary for the better combina-
tion and concordance of the efforts of .the National
Brethren..--But the Se@ does not confine its views ta
one nation. It has formed within itfelf a fupreme
tribunal, which bas fubjeéted all nations to its inquifi-
tion. Compofed of twelve Peers of the Order,* it is
prefidéd over by the General ; and, under the name of
Areopagites, it becomes the common centre of come
munication from the adepts of all nations, as the Ne-
tional is the centre of one particular nation, the Pro.
vincial of one province, the Local Superior of the
lodges of his diftrit, the Minerval Mafter of his aca-
demy, the Venerable of his Mafonic lodge ; and, finally,
as the Infinuator or Recruiter is of his novices or can-
didates. ~Thus, from the firft {tep to the pinnacle of
the Order, every thing is connected and graduall

afcends by means of the Quibus Licets, Solis and Pri-

it Defwegen kommen jirlich ein mal alle Preﬂ}gtcr einer provinz
auf der groffen Synode zufammen, machen ecin grofles verzeichnifs der
in diefem jahr gefammiten beylagen aw die National Direction wo felbft
es in die haupt katalog eingetragen, und damit cin fchatz von kennt-
niffen formirt wird, woraus jeder befridigt werden kann: denn daraus
werden die regel abftrahirt, und was noch fehit, weitere beobachtungs
aufgaben, wie fchon erviihnt worden, aufgefchricbep um fefle fatze za
bzkommen. Jéid. No. 15.

- * Philo’s Endliche erklirung, Page 119,
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pros.---Every.thing that happens in each nation gradus
ally afcends to ltl;;ge Nationzgﬁnd from thefe Dt%re(ior:-
all is tranfimitted to the centre of all nations, to the
{upreme council of the Areopagites, and the General in
<hief, the univerfal Dire&or of the Confpiracy.

The grand point, therefore, to be obferved in the
code concerning the National Direcor is, his direét cor-
refpondence with the Areopagites. It is evident from
the terms exprefled in the general plan of the governs

ment which the Se@ reveals to its Rgcnts: “In every

¢ nation there fhall be a National Dire®or affociated
“ and in dire¢t communication with our Fathers, the
¢ firft of whom holds the helm of the Order.”* This
accounts for the injunction given to the Provincial, to

make frequent and exa& returns to the National Dij--

. re@or of every thing that may take place in his pro-
vince ; to have recourfe to him on all doubtful occa-
fions, or in cafes of efpecial importance ; and never to
take any ftep in politics without having firft confulted
him.f This explains why the choice of thofe adepts
which are to be advanced to the political degree of
Regent, or to the Prefeéfhips of diftricts,t is left to
the option 'of the National, or even the nomination of

the Provincials.§ This informs us why all the Quibus -

Licets of the Regents are referved to the Dire&or,
that is to fay, that all the fecrets of their political dif-
coveries may more certainly reach the hands of him
who is to leave no fecret hidden from the Fathers of
the Order.|

Such then are the rights of, fuch the laws for the
National Infpe&or of Illuminifin; and fo great is the
importance which the Sect attaches to this office. To
him are forwarded all the fecrets of the brethren
fpread throughout the provinces, the Courts, or townsj

to him are fent all the projects, all the reports on the.

fuccefles gained by, or dangers impending over the
Order ; on the progrefs of its plots; on employments,
dignities, and power to be ‘acquired for the adepts;
on the candidates to be rejedted, the enemies to be
crufhed, the councils and ftate offices of princes to be
feized. To him, in fhort, are reported all the means

. * Dircctions Syfierm, No. 4. - 4 Ibid. No. 26 and 1r1.
‘4 Tbid. No. 15 and 3. § Ibid. No. 9, j Ibid. No. 22.
Vol. IiI. Ii

’
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which can retard or accelerate the fall of the Altap
and of empires, the diforganization of every church
and ftate within his infpeétion.s--It is by means of his
dire&t correfpondence, and that of his Co-national
that the difcoveries of the Scrutators, the politicab .
plans of the brethren, the fpeculations of the ploddlni

geniufes of the Order, the plans propofed and debate

in the oouncils of Princes, and every thing, in fhort,
which ean weaken or ftrengthen the opinion of the
people ; which is to be forefeen or hindered, to be an-
ticipated or haftened in each town, court, or family,
are concentrated, and fubje@ed to the views of the
fupreme council of the Sect. Hence no fovereign, no
minifter of ftate, no. father of a family, no man in the
bortds of the moft intimate friendthip, can fay, My fe-
cret is my own, it has not, it will not come to the
knowledge of the Areopagites. By means of thefe fame
National Direétors too, we behold all the orders of the
#Huminizing Peers %radually defcending to .the adepts
of all nations, of all provinces, academies, and lodges,

whether Minerval or Mafonic ; and immediately res
afcending through thefe fame Nationals an exa& ftate.
ment to the Areopagites in what manner each com<
mand has been executed. It is by the Nationals too,
that the fupreme council is informed of the negligent
brethren who need to be ftimulated, of the tranfgref
fors’ and ftubborn adepts who deferve punithment, and
ftand in need of being reminded that they have fworm
to fubmit both their lives and fortunes to the commands
of the high Superiors (the unknowrr Fathers) of thie

Areopagites.  In vain would the Se& (trive to conceal
the laws which the code lays down for thefe Infpectors..
After what the reader has already feen of the laws of
the Order, he muft naturally conclude that fuch are
evidently the myfteries comprehended in thofe words,

There fhall be in each empire a National Direclor affo-

ciated or in dire@ correfpondence with the Fathers of the
Order. ’

With refpeét to the laws and interior economy of
the councils, it is eafy to be conceived, that the Sc&
has fucceeded in encompafling them with impenetrable
darknefs. Some few rays of light, however, have been,
caft on it, and that by the Fathers themfelves. ,

In the firft place, we fee Philo-Knigge, in his Apo-
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Jogy, fpeaking as follows of thefe {upreme magiftrates
of Iluminifm: ¢« Their labours, with regard to the
& parts purely fpeculative, were to have in view the
™ knowledge and the tradition of all the important,
¥ holy, and fublime difcoveries to be made in the re-
« ligious myfteries and in the higher philofophy.
“ T'welve Areopagites only are to cempofe this tri-
¢ bunal ; and one of them is to be the chief. When
“ any one of the members dies, or retires, his fucceflor
“'is chofen from among the Regents.”  This general
idea given by Knigge, of the Supreme Counci is in-
deed myfterious ;---but he could fcarcely be expedted
to publifh mare, knowing as he did the fate which
awaits thofe whe betray the fecrets of the Se@. He
bas, however, at’leaft faid enough to give us clearly
€o underftand, that all the religious and philofophical
or rather impious and fophifticated {peculations of the
Epopts, perpetually perverting the fciences and ope~
tating the extinétion of all religious ideas, are concen~
trated within the coumcil of the Areopagites ; we have
{een them combinmg, digefting, approving, or reje@-
ing thofe plans of a new religion which the Mages are
direéted to invent, and which the Se& means inconti-
uently to give to the worll. - :
" In- his familiar correfpondence, Spartacus fpeaks
more openly and with greater tatituge to his heloved
Cate. Therein it appears, that anti-religious fyftems
do not alone employ the meditations of the Fathers ;
» for, foon afteér having mentioned the obje of thofe
Ruibus Licets m which the young adepts were to give
an account of the prejudices they might have difcover-
<d in themfelves, which of them predominated, and
how far they had fucceeded in .deftroying them, he
proceeds to fay, « It is by thefe means that t difcover
“ fuch of our Order as bave the proper difpofitions.
“ for adopting certain fpecial doctrinés, and more ele-
“ vated, on governments and religious opinions.”+
He then continues : « The maxims and politics of the
“ Order are completely explained iz the end. Here,

* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 115.

} Aus diefen kann ich erfchen welche geneigt find gewiffe fonderbase
faats lehren, weiters hinauf religions meynungen anzunchmes,.
Vol, 1L liz
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4 in the Supreme Council, they projeQ and examirie
“ the plans to be ‘adopted for gradually enabling us
“ to attack the enemy of reafon and human nature
& perfonally (méf den leib.) Here alfo the mode of
£ introducing {uch plans- inta the Order is difcuffed,
£ and it is decided to which brethren they are to be
4 entrufted, and how far each one can be employed
* in their execution, in proportion to the infight given
¢ to him.”t ‘

. The reader is already too well acquainted with the
maxims and policy of Illuminifm, not to join with me
in faying, Here then is the grand objedt of this Su-
preme gouncil of the Sect! Tt isin that dark recefs
that all thofe artifices are devifed far reidering the
diforganizing fyftems of Liberty and Equality familiar
to the illuminizing adepts: There is exaétly afcertain-
ed the propartion which each clafs of the brethren
.an bear in this univerfal deftru@®ion of religion, em-.
pire, fociety, and property; there again is the day
anxioufly fought and the means prepared, for here-
after throwing off the mafk, and attacking pe;ﬁmallfy
the defenders of religion, laws, and property, as fo
many cnemies to reafon and humanity ; there concen-
trate all the declarations, the reports, the plans of all
the brethren’ difperfed throughout the univerfe, that
the Seét may jxufg‘e of its own f{trength, and compare
it with that of the friends to the Altar and the Laws.
‘Ta fum up all, it is there that the artifices and means
are determined on, and the merits and powers of the..

igher adepts are inveftigated prior. to their. being en-

trufted with that part of the grand confpiracy to which
their abilities are beft adapted. Let the reader re.
anember, that it is not a ftranger to the Se& who has
thus defcribed the Areopage ; it is the grand legiflas
tor of INluminifm him{clf.” Can we any longer ftand
in need of the. regulations for this council? No; we
well know what they muft be; we know that impk.
ety, and the moft confummate arts in feduction and

{ Und am end folgt dic totale einficht in die Politic und maximen
des Ordens. In dicfen oberften Confiil, werden die proje& entworfen,
wie den feinden der vernunft und “Menfchlichkeit nach urd nach axf
den leib zu gehen feye: Wie die fache unter den Ordens mitgliedern
enzuleiten, wen cs anzuvertauen?  Wie ein jeder a proportione feinet
cinficht kinne dazu gebrauclnt werdenmwOriginal Writings, Letter ‘m
Cato-Zwask, 10th March, 1778 - ' '
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fedition, are to be their leading features; we further
know, that its members muft refemble Weifhaupt
himfelf, before they can be permitted to fit with him
'in council.. What other bond of union do they need,
Dbefides the machination of the moft hideous plots, the
juft or unjuft means of forwarding the interefts of the
Se@ as much as circumftances will permit, and the
-enfuring of fuccefs by the blackeft and moft profound
artifices that depravity can invent? The fertilé genius
of the legiflatar, however, would not commit the fuc-
cefs of the leaft of his crimes to chance. He attempt-
ed to fketch a code of laws for his Areopagites, and
for any future Spartacus that might fucceed to him.
The code contains but a fketch of what he calls lzws
ad interim. It is to be found . in the ninth fe@ion of
the firft volume of the Original Writings, and is ad-
dreffed to the Areopagites. Many other paffages of
his letters relate to the fame. abjet.w-1 have tranfcribed
the following articles :-—
i~ % The Arcopagites thall form the Supreme Council
&ﬁtcrally, the Supreme College.)-~-Their occupations
Ahall relate to affairs of the greateft importance, and
they fhall pay little or no attention to fuch as are lefs
«effential.—-They may recruit, it is true (konnen fic zwar
* recroutiren ;) that is to fay, they may entice Candi-
-dates into the Order ; but they muft leave the care of
their inftruction to fome intelligent adept. From time
to time they will vifit thefe Candidates, to infpire them
.with frefh ardour, to ftimulate their zeal---They will
‘be particularly careful in fecing that the progrefs and - .
method of our Illuminees is every where uniform--
- They will more particularly watch over Athens (Mu-
nich, the principal Lodge after that of Ingolftade,
where Weifhaupt refided at the time he wrote thefe
inftru&tions.) They will make no reports conccrninﬁ
that Lodge to any body but Spartacus. They wi
fend monthly a ftatement of all the principal events, a
Jort. of Gazette (Ein art von Zeitung,) to the Brethren
(Confiii ;) that is to fay, to.thofe only who are initia-
ted in the laft fecrets. But (continues Weithaupt) nota
bene, this Gazcette as yet has been no more than our
. common journal ; the Confii muft compofe one for
the ufe of the Areopagites..~Thefe latter will labour
ar projelts, amvliorations, and other objes of & fimilay

\
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'nanm':, which are to be made known to the Conf%

by circular letters. They are the people who are to
bear a part of the weight of the general correfpond-.
ence-—~They are not allowed to open the letters of
oomplaint (die litteras gravatoriales ;) that is to lay,
thofe containing any complaints againft thewm. Thefe
are to be tranfmitted to the general, to Spartacus, as
a fure means of informing him that they fulfi their
duty. This inftruction being only provifional, and te-
fating folely to the Areopage, thall not be circulated s
but the council will take a copy and fend beck the
Driginal to Spartacus.* '
“ The affembling of the council is to be regulated
according to the feafts marked in the calendar of the
Order. (Nach dem calendario Iluminatorum an Or.
dens feften.) But this was foon found to be infufficient,,
and Weifhaupt exhorts his Areopagites to meet in their
knate every poft-day, and at the haur of the delivery
of the letters.” , :
Shart as this fketch of a Code for the Arcopagites
may feem, it clearly denotes the effence of their func.
tions, and {hows how they are to a&t as a central poiot,
for the whole Seft. A grand queftion was fill unde~
cided when Spartacus gave thefe laws to the council 5.
which was mothing than, Whether Spartacus was
to preferve a legiflative and fovereign power over the
Members of this Council, fimilar ta that authority
which they were to exercifc over the reft of the Or.
der 2--Great Confpirators will feldom brook controul
even by their fellows. They will be equal antong
themfelves and in their dens of confpiracy. Spareacus-
Weithaupt was naturally of a defpotic difpofition. His
Areopagites for a lou‘g time camplained of it.+ Buwt
he contended, that as founder, he had the indefeafible
right of giving to the affociation thofe laws and regu-
fations which hccjudgcd neceffary for its perpetuation.
He foon, indeed, repented of the decifion he had
given againft himfelf in faveour of his Senate, « That
« the plwdlity of votes thould dicate the eternal laws
« of the Se@” (Lex femper wvalitura}) Notwithe

* Extras from the Inftrution te Cato, Marins, and Scipio, Orin
ginal Writi Vol I. Se&. ix.

+ Letters of Philo to Cato and laft Obfervations of Phila.

t Lettor of the 8th-November, 1778,
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ftanding thefe complaints of the Areopagites, however;
he fpcc%ily found means of re-inftating himfelf in that
authority, the privation of which only thwarted his
aftful conceptions, by fubjeéting them to the opinions
of perfons lefs confummate in the confpiring arts than
their mafter. He fometimes fubmits to the juftificas
tion of his condué ; but that is the very moment in
which the reader fheuld obferve him artfully reclaim-
in% all the rights and pretending to the exercife of
unlimited defpotifim, though his cant appears to reject
the very idea of it. Addvefling his oppenents in the
fhape of his pupils, he recalls to their minds the mon-
ftrous fervices he has rendered them in their youth,
as fo many benefactions of the moft tender friendthip,
and afks them “ of what they can in their confciences
complain” ¢« When (fays he) did you ever obferve
har(gncfs or haughtinefs in my condud, with refpect
to you? When did I ever affume the tone of Mafter ¢
Is it not rather with an excefs of confidence, of good-
nefs, of opennefs with my friends, that I may be re.
proached ”-.-When in this manner Weifhaupt has cap-
tivated his Areopagites, he eomes to the point :---v
¢ Read then (he fays) my letters over and over again.
“ You will therein perceive that the grand obje&t of
« our Society is not a thing of fmalt confequence for
“ me ; that I know how to view it, and treat it alfo,
“ in the moft ferious manner; that I have always
“ aimed at the eftablitliment of order; fubmiffion,
« difcipline, and adlivity, as the fole means that can
® lead you to the grand objedt. In undcrtakinf a
« work of fuch vaft impertance, was I not obliged by
“ prayers, exhortations and advice, to maintain and
* ftimulate the ardour of my firft, my deareft com-
“ panions, en whom every thing depended ?----If I
« wifh to keep the fupreme dire¢lion in my own hands,
¢ hear my reafons, which are moft certainly of great
“ weight :

« In the firft place, I muft neceffarily know with
« whiom I have to deal, and muft be afcertained of
« the fidelity of our people; and, to effe@tuate this,
“ I am not to receive reports from a fixth hand, or
“ perhaps one fill more remote, on the execution of
mny plans, which have been approved of by the Elect
of our Myfteries ... In the next place, am I not

-
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% the Confirufior of this grand Edifice? Is theré no.
¢ refpect due tome? .. .. When my fyftem fhall be
“ completed, will it not be neceffary for me to infpe&
« the whole and keep every man at his ftation ? It is.

« a great and radical defe@ in a fociety, where a Su-
« perior is dependent on the Inferiors, as it has been
% attempted to render me.

. “ But, to fhow you how much I value the friend.
« fhip of my former friends, above all the authority
« I may exercife over others, I renounce all my rights,
« all my authority. Accept my warmeft acknow-
« ledgments for all your paft labours and patience. I
« flatter myfelf they have been hurtful to nobody, and
« that many have acquired from me lights on fecret
« focieties which they would not eafily have found
« elfewhere. The purity of my intentions is my con-
« folation and my recompenfe. From this inftant I
« betake myfelf to obfcurity and repofe, where I fhall
“ not meet with zealous and envious opponents. There
« 1 fhall be my own matfter, and my own fubje@.”*

. The Illuminizing Defpot thus artfully pleaded his
caufe. The Areopagites were impatient of his au.

" o~

-

.thority, but at the fame time felt the want of fo difor-

ganizing a genius; and that they might not be de-
prived of its co-operation they reproached the Legifla-
tor with the extin@ion of his zeal-—The fire, however,
was only hidden beneath the embers ; they once more
fubmit to the yoke of their former chief, who, in-
flamed with zeal, di®tates the conditions on which
alone he will deign to place himfelf once more at
their head. Every thing is worthy of being remarked
in them. The haughty fpirit in which they are cons
ceived, the nature, objed, and extent of the power he
aflumes over the Supreme Council and Ele&t of the
Order, are all worthy of our attentive notice.

“1 begin (fays he) by telling you beforehand, that
it may not any more be a fubjet of furprize, that I
will be more fevere than ever. I will not overlook a
fingle fault, and fhall in that refpe@ be much more
firit towards perfons whom I know than towards
thofe with whom I am not fo familiar. My obje
and views require it, And to whom would you have

¥ Original Writings, Vol. I. Se&. 49,
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gv addrefs myfelf, if ot to the chiefs-of the-Ordery

ce they alone are in dire& correfpondence with me?
I'hat things may fucceed, it is neceffary that we (hould
be auated but.by one opinion, one fentiment; and be
acquainted but with one Janguage! And how can that
be, accomplifhed, if I cannot freely fpeak my mind to
our peg;pl_c? I will thep re-afume my poft of General
on the following conditiens: . . . = ;
¢« I.. That yon will.execute neither mone nor lefe
 than what 1 fhall conumagds 1 fhall expeét it in fuw
“ture; at leaft, fhould guny change be thought necefe
# fary, I am to reggive. previous notice of it. »
. “I1.1 expet that. every Saturday a: proper rcgr!
« fhall befent to me of ¢yery thing that has taken-place
« during the week, and that. iv {hall be in-the form of
“ Minutes figned by;all the Ele&t prefent. - . Co
; L. That I fhall be informed:of all the Members
« that have begn recruited, -qn perfons that aref to be
“ recruited, with: an outline of their chara&ters; and
« Jet. fome particulars concerning them be.added whem
“ they are admitted, | .- L :
. “1V. That the ftatutes of the clafs in which you
“’lagbeur be puntually obferved, and that no difpenfav
“ tions be granted withont. previous inveitigation. For
¢ fhould cach one take ypon himfelf to make fuch
“ changes, as he pleafed, where would be the unity of
“ the Osder.-~What I exa@: from you, you {hall exa&®
« from. thofe that are fubje& to.you, If there be po
“ order and fubardination in. the higher ranks; there
¢ will.be none in.the lower.”* .
It was on, the 25th of May 1779, that- Weithaupt
ditated thefe laws to his. Areopage. A fifth condition
{eems to. have made them. merely provitional, and te
bave entrufted the .defpotic power in Weithaupt’s
hands -only until the Order had acquired a proper cons
fiftency ; but he took care not again to lofe the newly-
acquired’ fupremacy ; thoagh the Areopagites ftill re-
ﬁmm lofs of their Ariftocracy, and the beingire~
ced to be the mere agents or prime minifters of the
Spartacus of the Order: But let us attend to that
Spartacusy. wha has always reprefented the moft legiti-

" * Original Wrisings, Vol. 11, Letwrs 49 and 50.
Vol. IIL : Kk
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mate autherity as an outrage on human nature. Leg
us hear him invoking Machiavel in fupport of that
which he wifhes ta exercife over the Order. He
pleads his own caufe with Zwack, who is alfo jealous
of his. Mafter, by fhowing all.the diforder it occa-
fioned, by every .body wifhing to introduce his ewn:
ideas imto the Order, and then quotes the following'
paffages from Machiavel : “ It muft be laid down as-a’
« general rule, that it feldom or never happens that
« any Government is either well-founded at firft, or
“ thoroughly reformed afterwards, except the plan be
% laid and condudled by owe man owry, who has the
«{ole power of giving all orders and makiag all laws
% that are neceflary for ity eftablithment. A prudent.
@ and virtuous Foundei- of a State, therefore, whofc
« chief aim is to proniote the welfare of many rather
¢ than to gratify his ewn ambition, to make provifion
« for the good of his country, in preference to that of
“ his heirs or fucceflors, ought  to endeavour by all
« means to get the {upreme amthority wholly into- hit
¢ hands + nor will a reafonable man ever condemn hin
« for taking any meafures (even the-moft extraordinaty,
<« if they are neceffary) for that purpofe: The: means
% indeed may feem culpable, but the end will juftify
@ him if it be a good one ;—for he only is blameable
« who ufes violence to throw things into-confufion and
¢ diftra&ion; ard not - he. who  does it to -eftablith
« peace and good order.” After this long quotation
which Weifhaupt has made from a French tranflation:
of Machiavel, Chap. IX. Difcourfes upon the firft De-
cad of Livy, he continues in a forrowful tone : “but L
¢ have not been able to obtain fo favourable a decifions
¢« The Brethren have viewed that which is bur a necel-
“ fary law in the art of governing, in'the light of am-
“ bition and a thirft of dominion.”* In the midft of
this contention for power, he felt bimfelf {o fuperior in
the art of governing confpiring affociations at leatt,
that he did not hefitate at writing to his Areopagites,
As to politics and morality, Gentlemen, you muft:confe(s
that you are-as yet at a gréat diftance behind mest He
at length fiicceeded in perfuading them, that it- was
neceffary that the General of the Order {hould alfo, as
* Original Writings, Voh L. Let. ¢, to Cates T
1 Ibids Let. 100 :



prefident of the Ar ies’ holding the hbelm of the
Order, be the abfolu::gi?rgc‘gtcor.r & o o
-Weilhaupt, who left nothing relating to the difor-
ganmizing arts in an imperfe@t ftate, muft, no doubs,
. ‘have. campofed inftru@tions to guide his fucceffors in
the exercife of their fupremacy, and to teach them-
how to make the fame ufe of it which he intended.
But: the reader will eafily econceive, that thefe never
could have efcaped the vigilance of the Se&, nor
paerced the dark cloud with which it had enveloped it-
felf. It may even be poffible that Weithaupt had not fuf-
ficient: confidence in his Areopagites to entruft them
with the entire plan. ‘Throughout the whole hierar-
chy of IHuminifi the lower degree is entirely ignorant
of the particular inftructions of the fuperior degrees ;
and why fhould not Weithavpt, who withed to per-
petuate his diforganizing genius in all the fucceeding
Generals, have fvgk)wcd the fame plan? He undoubt-
edly diQated laws and rules for their condud, gave
them rights which were to maintain both themfglvcv.
and their Areopagites in their hierarchal fuperiority,
anid fecond them in the purfuit of their grand objeét 5
and thefe were entitled Inftructions for the General of
the Hluminees. No hiftorian can flatter himfelf with
the difcovery of fuch a code of artifice and cunning s
the moft unrelenting wickednefs and bypgerify -had in-
vented it; and, genius alone cannot pretend to dive
into fuch fecrets. The hiftorian ‘can only pretend to
colle@ thefe articles which are to be found in Weil-
* haupt’s familiar. correfpondence, or in other parts of
the :code or writings of the Set. Were we to throw
this compilation into the form of inftruions, the fol-
lowing might be nearly the refult of our refearch.
I. The General {hall be . chofen by the twelve Peers
of the Areopage, on the plurality of votes.* .
II. The Areopagites can only clect one of the mem-
bers of their fenate for General; (ein aus ibrber mitte
ewahites oberbaupt ;)+ that is to fay, a man who has
fufﬁcicmly diftinguifhed  himfelf among the Regents
to be admitted among the twelve fupreme adepts of
Tlluminifm, and who has afterwards made himfelf fo.
1 General Plan of the Order, No. §. ’
* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 119, + Ihid.
Vol. IIL. Kka
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eminent in théir coundl, that he is judged to be the

firft Illuminee in the world. :

~Ill. The adept is fuppofed to poffefs qualities re-
quifite for a General in confequence of thefe he may
have ¢vinced before he was called to the Supreme

Council. As he is to prefide over the whole Order,
he muft (more than any body elfe) be imprefled with
the principles of the founder, and be divefted of all
religious, politieal, or national prejudices. ‘The d
obje@t of the Order muft be more particularly incel-
cated into him, namely, that of teaching the whole
univerfe to fet afide all government, laws, and aitars ;
and he muft perpetually attend to the grand intevefts
of buman nature. His zeal is to be ftimulated at the
fight of every man who is fubjected to any anthorivy
it is to ‘reinftate the inhabitants of the earth in their
original Liberty and Equality that he is conftituted
General of all the [lluminees that are or will be fpread
over the world during his reign, all labouring.'at
<he accomplithment of the grand revolution of the
Man-King.} : ‘

IV. The General fhall have immediately under him
the twelve Peers of the Supreme Council, and the va-
Tious agents atd fecretaries which lie (hall judge necef-
fary to {econd him in the exercife of his funions.§

V. The better to fecure himfelf from the notice of
the civil ‘and ecclefiatical powets, he may affumne, af-
ter the example of the fgzndcr, fome public office
under the very Powers the annihilation of which is:to
be his fole obje®. But he will be only known ta.the
Areopagites and to his agents and fecretaries in his .
quality of General.* The better to conceal the refi-
dence of the General, the town where he has fixed
will ‘have three names. The common name knewn
to all; the geographical one peculiar to the Order
and a third known enly to the Areopagites and the
Confcii or Ele&.4 :

- VL. Our fuccefs greatly depending on the iotal
conduct of the Areopagites, the General will pay par-
ticular attention to prevent all public fcandals which
might hurt the reputation of the Order. He will re-

} Sce the Myfteries. § Sec above.
* Orig. Writ. Spartacus’s Lettcrs, paffim, et fupra
+ Orig. Writ. Vol. L. Se&. 3.©
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‘prefent to them inthe frongeft colours bow:mech bad
example will comtribute to- alienate from the Order the
minds of petfons who might otherwife prove: its moft
. ufeful members.§ .. . .
« VII. The better to preferve that refpe® which vir-
tue commands from inferiots, the General will affome
the charafter of auftere morals. That he may always
have the grand obje® prefent to his mind, and be
wholly occupied with the duties he has to fulfil ; let
him never lofe fight of that great maxim fo frequently
- inculcated in his letters by the founder, as the leading
feature to which he owed. all his fuccefles. Multum
Yadavit ezt alfit, abflinult venere et vino. He neither fear.
ed- beat nor cold ; he abflained from wine and women,
that he might always be mafter of his fecret, always
be mafter of himfelt, and prepared for all exigencies
where the interefts of the Order might require t.*
VIII. The General fhall be the central point for the
Areopapites, as the latter are for the whole body of Hiu-
minees. That is to {ay, each Arcopagite holding cors
refpondence with the National Infpecors is to make a
. repott of all the Quibus Licets fent, and of all the fe:
erets difcovered by the corre{pondinF Infpeétor ; the
fecrets thus flowing: from all parts will ultimately fottle
under the eye of the General.t - '
- IX. The fun&ions of the General, and the fuccefs of
his difpofitions, greatly depending on the information
he receives by means of this correfpondence, he will
diftribute it among his. Areopagites, affigning to each
that of a particular nation whofe Infpe@or is to tranfe
mit all his reports to him.f e,
X. The principal heads of this correfpotidence fhall
be~-1ft, The number of the brethren in general, that
the force of the Se& may be afcertained in each nation.
«-2dly, Thofe brethren who diftinguifh themfelves the
moft by their zeal and intelligence.---3dly, Thole adepts
who hold imPortant offices about the Court, in the
Church, Armies, or Magiftracy : alfo what kinds of
fervices might be expeéted from or prefcribed to them
in the grand revolution which our Order was pre:
paring for human nature.—-4thly, The general pro-

' § Db VolIlLetgandio,  * Ibid. VoLI. Let. 16, &, -
} Vide fupra. " § Mid. Vol IL Let. 6, 13, &c.

ans
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grefs which our maxins and our dectrine were mak-
ing in. the.public opinion ; Bow far nations: were pre-
pared for the grand revolution; what ftrength and
means of defence ftill remained in the hands of the
civil. and -ecclefiaftical powers; what perfons were to
be placed oii difplaced ; what engines were to be play-
ed off, to haften and fecure the fuccefs of. our revolu- .
tion; and the means neceflary to .bind .the hands of - -
thofe who might refft.* = .
- XI. If from this correfpondence he fhould judge. it
neceflary.to difinifs any of the brethren from the Or-
der, (and ajl the rights recognized by the adepts as in-
herent in the Order, particularly that of Life and Death
being in the hands of the General) he will have to de-
cide what further punifhment is to ‘follow the ejed
ment : whether the culprit is to be declared infamous
throughout alt the lodges of the Order, or whether the
pain of death is to-be pronomnced again{b him.+.

. XII. The General, after having chaftifed the impru-
dent, cowardly, and treachesous adepts, will turn his
attention. toivards the difcovery. of ‘thofe brethren wha
may be beft fitted for feconding his views in each eme
pire.. Without making himfelf known:to them, he
will eftablifh a line of communication between them:
He will himfelf prepare the links of this immeénfe
chain -after the manner laid down by our founder as
the. grand means of governihg, from his myfterious
gentre, all the diverging ramifications of the Seét to
the -extremities of the earth; .as & means of vivifying
invifible; armies in an inftant, of putting them in mo-
tion, of directing their courfe, and of irretrievably

* executing; the moft aftohithing revolutions; even be-

fore the very Potentates whofe thrones are overturned .
have had time to furmife their danger. »
XIIL. "The ufe of the chain is obvious and eafy. To
touch the firlt link is all that is required. A fingle
{troke of a pen is the grand fpring that. imparts mo-
tion to the whole. But the fuccefs depends on the
choice of the time. In his hidden abode the General
fhall meditate the means, and catch the propitious
moment. - The fignal of univerfal revolution fhall riot

* Sec the different degrees and the views with which the Quibus
Licets and tablets, &c. &c. are writtép.
t Orig. Writ, Vol IL Let. 8, et fupra, Oath of the Novice.
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“be given till a time: when the combinéd ‘force and in-
ftantaneous efforts of the brethren-thall be irrefiftible.
- The illuminizing General 'who fhall ‘have mandged
this chain with-the greateft art, who {HalF-have fpread
it both-far and near, who {hall have imparted to it a
fufficient power of aftion to bear away and éverturn
at a fingle effort every throne and every altar, all po-'
litical and religious inftitutions, and fhall firew the
earth with the ruins of empires---He will be the credtor
of the Man-King, fole king, fole fovereign of his a&tions
as of his thoughts. To that General is réferved the
é:ory of confummating the grand revohition which has’
-long been the ultimate: obje of our myfteries.
Whatever proofs I may have adduced, that muft na-
turally léad my readefs'to fuch a conclufion, it'may
neverthelefs be an obje® of furprife to them to fee’
that: Weithaupt had really planned this lowg chain of
fubterraneous commanications, by which himfelf and’
his fucceflfors were "-eimpowered ifivifibly to actuare
thoufands of - legions, ‘which inftantaneoufly, 'on a‘day
prefcribed, might burft-into exiftence: arnied- with
pikes and torches, and all the horrid implements of
univerfal revolution. Let my readers then caft their
eyes on this ferics of progreflion; which Weifhaupt has
with his own hand traced in- his letters firt to Cazo-
Zwack and afterwards to Celfis-Bader. The expla-
nations are his own, and let them be particularly at-

tended to. , S

-« For the prefert, direft nobody té6 me but Cortez, |

“that I may have fome leifure to digeft my fpecula-
“tions, and determine each one’s place; for every
¢ thing depends on that. My operations with you
“ fhall be directed by the followirig table : o

‘.O : 1
A : \
r )
AQ co - 04
r Y ‘ F“_&‘ﬂ
B0 (O] co . o¢
~A— —— ~— ’
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- “ TIymediataly vnder me I have two adepts, “inta
« whom: I infyle my whole fpirit; each of thefe cor-
“ refpouds .with two others, and fo eni By this me.
“ thod ‘aad im the lapleft. way. poffible, I can inflama
“ and, put in motion thoufands of wen at once. Itis
“ by fuch means that orders asc to be tranfmitted and:
“ political vperations carried,on.*

~. A few days after he writes to Cejfus-Bader; and t.d.ll

him, “ I Mave feut. to. Catoya table (fhema) thowing
“ how gne¢ may methodically and without' much trouble
“ arrange a great m.zdzz'm:?; of smen in: the. finefk arder
“ poffible. Ho-will probably.have thown it tg you-; if
“ he has net, afk fonit. Hereis the, figure (rhen fobn
lows tbe figure.). - .. - o

.« The fpirit of .thg fir(t, of the molt.ardent,; of the
moft prefound adept daily,apd; inceflungly- comamunis
cates itfelf to the two. A, A 5 by-the: onerte B, B by
¢ the other to C,C: B B and € C cominunicate it to;
« the cight following ; thefe to the nest fixteen, from
« thence to the thirtytwo and fp downwards. I have
« written a long explanation of it all ta-Cates In-a
“ word, every man has bis Aide-Major, by whofe-means
<« be immediately ady on all-the athers. The whole force

- firft iffues. from. the. centre and.then- flows. buck. again,

« 10 it. FEach one fubjels, as it were, to. his.own pere
« fon, two men whoms he fearches to the bottom, whom

* T here feel it incumbent on me to infert the: ariginek
text, to fhow that I do not exaggerate Weithaupt’s meaniag.
The following are the terms in which he writes to Cato.iwes
« An mich felbft aber verveifen fie dermalen noch keinen unn
« mittelbar als den Cortezy bis ich fchreibe, damit . ich ioe
¢ deflen fpeculiren, und die leute gefchickt rangieren kann 3
¢ den davon hiingt alles ab. Ich werde in diefer figur mie
< ihnen operiren.”” (Here flands the figure already inferted
above : The Letters A B C allude to the explavation given in the
Letter to Celfus. ). ““.1ch-habe zwey-uamittelbar unter mir wel-
¢ chen ich meinen,ganzen geift einhauche, und von diefen
¢ zweyen hat wieder jeder zwey andere, und fo fort. Auf
¢ diefe art kann ich auf dje einfachffe art taufend menfchen
“in bewegung und flammen fetzen;’ Avuf eben diefe art
* mufs man dte ordres ertheilen, und im politifchen opieren.>”
Original Writings, Vol. II: Let. 8. to Cdto, of the 16th Feb-
ruary 1782. It may be remarked that Weifliaupt’s ftile is
none of the pureft. .
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% be obferves, difpofes, inflames and drills, as it were,
“like recruits, that they may hereafter exercife and
¥ fite with the whole regiment. The fame pfan may
“ be followed throughout all the degrees.”t ‘
This is not a document which, like many others,
flowed unintentionally from Weithaupt’s pen, an
which he Ieft his difciples to colle®, in order to form
the political Code--Give me leifure to digeff my fpecu
bations, #nd to determine each ons plase---It is by Juch

means that orders are to be tranfmitted, and political

operations carried on. 'Thefe words evidently demon-
{trate, that it is not a provifional law which he is about
to prencunce, but a premeditated one, that is to laft

till that fatal period when whole legions, firéd with his’

{pirit, are to be led to that terrible exercife for which
he had fo long been drilling themj that time fo ex-
prefsly foretold by Weifhaupt and his Hierophants,

_+ The eriginal text- of this Jetter is to be found in the
Original Letters, Vol. 11. Let. 13, to Celfus without any
date. It is as follows : ¢ Ich habe an Cato ein frhema gef-
*¢ chickt, wie man planmiflig eine grofle menge inenfchen ia
#* der fchonften ordnang . . . abrichten kann. . . Es ift diefe
% forme.” . c

¢« Der geift des erflen, wirmiten, und cinficht{volleften

% commubnicirt fich unaufhorkich und téglich an 4 A—A an

¢ B B: und das andere an C C—B B,.und C € communi.
%¢ ciren fich auf die nimliche art an die unteren 8; Diefe an
¢ die weitere 16, und 16 an 32, und fo weiter. AnCato hab
% ich es weitldufiger gefchrieben: Kurz! Jeder hat zwey

% fliigel adjutanten, wodurch er mittelbar in all iibrige wirkt, .

% Im centro geht alle kraft aus, und vereinigt fich auc

% wiéder darinn. Jeder fucht fich in gewiffer fubordination -4

¢ zwey minner aus, die er ganz ftudiert, beobachtet, abrich-
% tet, anfeuert, und fo zu fagen, wie recrouten abrichtet,
¢ dumit fie dereinft mit dem ganzen regiment abfeuern und
s¢ exerciren konnen.- Das kann man durch alle grade fo
¢ einrichten.” ' '

- T do not'find the long explanation mentioned “as fent io
Cato by Weithaupt, nor do I remember to have feen it. It
would moft certainly be curious, and we fhould fee in a clear-
er light how he was to infufe his fpirit into and fire the minds
of thoufands of men; but ftill thefe two letters are proofs
more than fufficient for our purpofe. .

Vol. TIL. . L1
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when they were to tie bands, to fubjugate, fire on, and
vanddlize the whole univerfe. - '

When this fatal law fhall be fulfilled, then will the laft
Spartacus fall{l forth from his baleful den, and triumph.
antly claim the fanguinary palm of murder and de-
ftru@ion from the Old Man of the Mountain, who
would fcarcely have been worthy of being his pre-
curfor. The earth loaded with the ruins of laws and
empires § mortals blafpheming their God ; nations la-
meuting over their conflagrating towns, their palaces, .
public monuments and arts, -and even their cottages,
all overthrown ; fociety weeping over jts laws ;---fuch
fhall be the fight which the lalt Spartacus will con-
template with joy, when he fhall cxultingly exclaim,
¢ At length, my Brethren, the long-withed for day is
come; let us celebrate the name, and dedicate this day

- as facred to the memory of Weifhaupt, our founder.

We have confummated his grand myfteries; no laws
fhall exift, but thofe of his Order. Should nations be
cver tempted to return to their wickednefs, (to laws
and fociety) this code, which has once deftroyed their
bonds, may do it again.”

Will not hell vomit forth its.legions to applaud this
laft Spartacus, to contemplate in amazement this work
of the Tlluminizing Code?--Will not ‘Satan exclaim,
« Here then are men as 1 withed them. I drove
them from Eden ; Weithaupt has driven them to the
forefts. - I taught them to offend their God; he has
made them reje& their God entirely. I had left the
carth to repay them for the fweat of their brow; he
has ftricken it with fterility ; for it will be in vain for
them to pretend to till and fow that which.they fhall
not reap. I left them in their inequality of richess
but he has fwept all away ; he has deftroyed the very
idea of property; he has transformed ankind into
brigands. Their virtues, happinefs, and greatnefs up.
der the protecting laws of fociety or of their country;
was an objedt of jealoufy to me; but he bas curfed
their laws and their country, and has reduced them to
the ftupid pride and ignorance of the roaming, fa-
vage, and vagabond clans. In tempting them to fin;
I could not deprive them of repentance and the hope
of pardon ; but Weifhaupt has taught them to feoff at

crime and defpife repentance. Villany without re-
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morfe, and hopelefs misfortune, is all that he has left
to the milerable inhabitants of thg earth!

Meanwhile, before Satan fhall exultingly enjoy this
triumphant fpedtacle, which the Illuminizing Code i
preparing, let us examine how far fuccefs has hitherto
attended on its footfteps? What fhare has it borne in
that revolution which has already defolated fo many
countries, and menaces fo many others. How it en-
gendered that difattrous montter called Facobin, ragin
uncontrouled, and almoft nnoppofed, in thefe days o%"
horror and devaftation.---In Hlort, what effe@s this
Code of the Illuminees has prodyced, and what effeéts
it may produce.---This will be the object of the hifto-
rical part of the Se&, and of the IVth and laft Volume
of thefe Memoirs. - -

EnDp oF THE THIRD PART.

APPENDIX.

Notes relating to fome Paffages contained in the |
. two firf Volumes.

I :
THE public has felt convinced how neat?' it is concern-
ed in the confpiracies which form the fubje& of thefe ~
Memoirs ; and to this circumftance it is, that I am indebted
for the great fuccefs they have met with, and the fale of an
entire Edition of 1000 Copies before the Third Volume was.
fent to the prefs.* By fuch an extraordinary mark of public
approbation, I am naturally excited to vindicate thefe Me-
motrs from any afperfions that might in the flighteft manner
impugn’ their. anthenticity, ' Not indeed that any fuch danger
is to be apprehended from a letter fent to the Editors of the
Britith Critic, and which its author only choofes to fign with
the initals D. J. § am not, however, the lefs obliged to the
anonymous writer 3 for; by treating what I have {3id concern-
ing Volaire’s death as calumny and vulgar report (though I
bad afferted nothing but what was grounded on juridicat mi-.

' * The Englith Edition has found‘nearly a fimilar demand, though
the tranflation was only undertaken aficr the French Original had been,
fomzs time {ublifhed.

Vol 1IL Lla
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sutes depofited at Paris in the hands of Monf.- Momet, No«
tary Public, and on the teltimony of the celebrated Mr. Tron-
chin,) he affords me tke opportunity of laying before the
public the following leuer from M. De. Luc, a name that
needs no obfervation from me toa ¢nhance the value of its
teftimony. '

+  Letter from M. Ds Luc on the Death of Volaire.
N 1 | Y ‘

“ Your Memoirs illuflrating the Hiftory roj Facobinifm having
been the other day the fubject of converfation, it was obje&-
ed, that the defcription of Veluaire (fo prominent a feature in
your Workz was fo very diffimilar to that givep by the othen
hiftorians.of his life, that perfons at a diftance from the fource
of information were at a lofs what judgment to form. The
difference between your account of his death, and that which
appeared in a Life ‘of Poltaire wanflated from the French by
Mr. Monke, and publifhed in Londen 1787, was particularly -
noticed, and ‘incited me to confult that work, The Tranfla-
tor. defcribes himfelf as a young naval officer, who, while at
Paris, awifbed to employ bis recefa from profefiomal duty, both ta
bis improvement and advantage. Nothing but the youth of Mr,
Monke, and his want of experience, can excufe his nnder-
taking ; for, to let his countrymen benefit by the proficiency
he was mgking at Paris, he difufed among them, through the
medium of this tranflation, all that poifon which was then fo;
induftrioufly emitted, to produce an effe® now but too well
koown, and which I hope he does not at this day contemplate
without horror. .

¢ I will make no_obfervations oz this Life of #altaire ; you
know from what fource it came,* and how little capable it was,
of feducing any but heedlefs youths who; without any know-
Tedge of the age they lived in, were flill fofeeptible of a fore.
of admiration for every thing that was gregt, though in vice,
and villany, As ooe of the artifices of impiety is ta xepre
fent its champions ¢almly breathing their laft in the bed of
Lonour, ¥ feel it incumbent op me to confirm what you have,
f3id on one of thole circumftances of the death of Voltaire..
which is fo clofely connected with all the reft.
¢ Being at Paris in 1781, I was often in company with,
one of thofe perfons wholc teftimony you invoke on public re-
orts, 1 mean Mr. Tronchin. He was an old acquaintance
Joltaire’s at Geneva, whence he came to Paris in quality of
firlt phyfician to the father of the late Duke of Orlegns. He

. * I have feen this life of Voitaire. Mr. de Vjillette was the author of
it ; and Mr. Monke might juft as well have excrcifed his talents im
tracflating Condorcet. :
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wys called induring Voltaire’s laft icknefs ; awd I have heard
bim repeat all thofe circumftances on which Paris and the
whole world were at that time full of converfation, refpeQing
the horrid ftate of this impious man’s foul at the approach of
death. M. Troachin (even as phyfician) did every thing in
his power to calm him; for the agitation he was in was fo
violent, that no remedies could take effe@. But he could
«not fucceed ; and, ‘unable to endure the horror he feh at the
peculiar nature of his frantic rage, he abandoned him.

. ¢ So violent a ftate in an exhaufted frame could not be of
long duratian, Stupor, the forerunaer of diffolution, muft na-
turally fucceed, as it generally does after any violent agitations
generated by pain; and it'is this latter flate which in Voltaire
has been decarated by the appellation of calm. Mr. Tronchin
wifbed to difcredit this erroy ; and with that laudable view, as
an eye witnefs, he immediately publithed in all companies the
real fa&ls, and precifely as you have ftated them. This be did

to furnith a dreadful leffon to thofe who calculate on being -

able in a death-bed to inveftigate the difpofitions moft proper
to- appear in befare the judgment-feat of the Almighty. At
that period, not only the ftate of the body, but the condition
of the foul, may fruftrate their hopes of making fo awful an
inveftigation ; for juffice and fan&ity as well as goodnefs are
attribytes of God ; and he fometimes, as a wholefome admo-
nition to mankind, permits the punifhments denoanced again{t
the impious man to begin even in this life by the tortures of
remorfe, . .

¢ But this inaccuracy refpecting the death of Voltaire is
pot the only one with which the aforenamed author might be
upbraided.  He has ﬂ}ppreﬂ'ed many well-knowa circarnftances
xelating to his firft difpofition to retum to the church, and his
confequent declarations, which you bave giver on well-au-
thenticated records, all anteriar to that anguith of mind which
bis co-operators have withed to fupprefs, and of which they
themfelves were too probably the caufe. They furrounded
him, and thus cut him off from that which alone could reftore
tranquillity to his foul, by employing the few moments he ftill
had to live in making what reparation he could for the evil he
had done. But this artifice ‘could not deceive thofe who were
better acquaiated with Voleaire’s character ; for, not to notice
the aéts of hypocrify which earthly confiderations frequently
made him commit, thofe of which the fudden fear of a futurg
ftate- have made him guilty are alfo known. I will give you an,
example of one, which was related to me at Gottinguen in De-
cember 1776 by Mr. Dieze, fecond librarian of that Univerfi-
ty ; and you may, Sir, make what ufe of it you pleafe.

¢ During Voltire’s refidence in Saxony, where Mr. Dieze
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was apprized of his fituation he fent for a prieft, confefled to
him, and begged to receive the facrament, which he actually
did receive, fhowing all the exterior figns of repentance, which
lafted as long as his danger ; but as foon as that was over, he
affe@ed to laugh at what he called his /ittlenefs, and, turming
to Mr. Dieze, “ My friend (faid he) you have .feen the,
weaknefs of the man.”

¢ It is alfo to human eweaknefs that the feQaries of his im-.
piety have auributed the paroxyfms of fear in him and fome,
others of his accomplices. Sicknefs, fay they, weakens the
mind as well as the body, and often produces pufillanimity.—
Thefe fymptoms of converfion in the wicked at the approach
of death, are, undoubtedly, figns of a great aweaknes ; but to’
what is it to be attributed ? is it to their underftanding ? cer-
tainly not ; for it is in that awful moment that every thing’
vanithes which had clouded it during their life. ‘That wesé-:
nefs, therefore, is to be wholly attributed to their internal con-.
viflion that they have finned.

¢ Led away by vanity, or fome qther vicious paffion, thofe’
men afpire at creating a Sect: ignorance and the paffions of
other men fecond their undertaking. Inebriated with their
triamph, they perfuade themfelves that they are capable of
giving laws to the whole wotld ; they boldly make the at-
tempt, and the hood-winked crowd become their followers.
Having attained the zenith of happinefs for the proud and
vain glorious foul, they abandon themftlves to all the wanton-
nefs of imagination and defire. The world then, in their eyes,
becomes a vafl field of new enjoyments, the legitimacy of
which has no other ftandard but their own inglinasions ; and
the fumes of an incenfe lavifhed on them by thofe whom they
have taught to fcoff like themfelves at every law, perpetuates
their delitiom. But when ficknefs has difperfed the flattering
cohort, has blafted their pleafures, and all hopes of new tri-
umphs ; when they feel themfelves advancing, abandoned and.

* naked, towards that awful efernity on which they have taken

upon themfelves to decide, not only for themfelves but for alk
thofe who have been led away in the whirlwind of their fic-
tions. — If in this terrible moment, when pride has loft its
fupport, they come to reflect on the arguments on which the

grounded their attack agaioft the univerfal belief of a Reve-
lation which was to ferve man as a pofitive and univerfal rule
in matters -of faith — the weaknefs then of their arguments
(which they dare no longer attire in the garb of fophiftry)
ftares them in the face ; and nothing but the total extin@ion
of their feelings can quell the tergars of a confcience which

ferved him as fecretary, he fell d;_ngerouﬂy ill, As foon as kq\

'
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tells them that they are about to appear before the tribunal of
the Author of that fame Revelation.

¢ It is to point out this real wraknefs of the anti-chriftian
chiefs that we muft labour throughout their whole hiftory, for-
the benefit of thofe who, without any further examination (and
perfuaded that thefe opinions are grounded on deep refearch)
become their dupes and difciples: Itis, I fay, incombent on us
to fhow that thofe men had not, any more than their fe&aries;
any real convidion, and thrat their obftinacy in their opinions
folely proceeded from the narcotic fumes of the incenfe of
their admirers. For this purpofe it is my intention fhortly-
to give to the public, in confirmation of what you have faid
of Voltaire, all that my former acquaintance with him has
brought o my knowlgdge. The times in which we live make
it the duty of every man who has had a nearer view of the
plots laid by the Se& againft Revelation to unfold all the
circamftances of them, which are as fhameful from their vo-
luntary ignorance, as from their atrocity ; and it ig this fen-
timent, Sir, which makes me partake in common with all
true friends to humanity, of that admiration and gratitnde
which are due to you for your gemerous exertions in this
charitable career. e
. ¢ I remain, Sir, Your’s, &c. &e.
- ’ ¢ Dg Luc.”
" Windfor, the 23d 0&. 1797.

~ After fach a teftimony, let people talk of Voltaire dying
with the calmnefs of a Hero. :

‘ II. -

~ In the Second Volume there is a paffage of a different
‘sature, (page 438,) but whi¢h has given rife to objecions
far’ better grounded. It relates to Mr. Sinetty’s arrival at
Lifle as deputy from the Grand Orient of Paris. I know not

by what miltake he was faid to be an officer of cavalry, when '

in reality he was an officer of infantry. As to the fa& related,
it is of little importance in which he ferved ; but the miftake
might inculpate two other officers of the fame name who
ferved in the cavalry, and whofe loyalty and attachment to
their King could never be affected by the Jacobin Miffion-
ary bearing the fame name. This miftake, however, has
given rife to much refearch. “Mr. Le Comte de Martange,
(whom I mentioned as being in the regiment of La Sarre in

1776, and whohas long fince been a general officer,) was -

applied to, and in the firft anfwer he returned appeared to
have miftaken the fenfe of my Memoirs (indeed he dnl{
knew them by public report at that time,) thinking that
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bad charged the Military Lodge of Lifle with having éans
trived and fet on foot the Jacobin Confpiracy. The reader
will eafily conceive how he muft have treated fach an affer-
tion ; but fo far was I from hinting at any fuch thing, that
I faid the officers of the regiment of La Sarre had taken this
emiffary for an embafiaff and a muadman, who on his fide foon
found that the officers were wot Mafony of bis famp. Thé
Count alfo fays, that he never was acquainted with 4iny othe#
Sinetty than the officer of cavalry whofe charader is uvniver-
fally and defervedly efteemed by every body. Though it may
be very poffible for the Count to have Ibit all memory of &
perfon whom he had only feen twenty years ago for a few
hours, neverthelefs this is the only expreffion that feems to
denote that he was ot prefent at the fcene I have mentioneds
1 am intitled however to fay, that the Count has fince written
a fecond letter, in which he fays that he has read my Memoirs,
and that he has there found fuch a contatenation of demon-
firations gs tempts him to think thdt the perfon who gave me
the information might have been miftaken only as to fome
names or particular circamftances. That thefe particulars do
not invalidate the fa@ is evident, a8 the Chev. de Myon (an
officer in the fame regiment) has conftantly refafed to cons
tradi& it, notwithftanding many pteffing folicitations to that
effe®. lIn corroboration of the whole, many officers who
were then in garrifon at Lifle have, fince the prblication: of
the Second Volume, declared that they remembered the fa&,
though in the lapfe of tweaty years they had forgotten the
particular circumftances. In fhort, as an ultimate proof P
will adduce the candour with which the perfon who thought
himfelf moft interefted in getting the denial of the fa& afcer-
tained declared that he was perfeély convinced of the truth
of it. Thus, fhould I lofe the teftimony of a witnefs whom 2
had cited, I fhall have replaced it by the verdi@® of an ime
partial judge. The fa& is, however, that I had taken too
many precautions to have been mifinformed on 2 fact with
which I had long fince been acquainted; but which I would
print only on the teftimony of an eye witnefs.

IIL

I muft farther inform my readers that frequent errors have
been committed in the prel{ among the figures in the quota--
tions ; and in Voltaire’s Letters fome Readers may be mifled
by the variety of Editions. But I again repeat, that not a
fingle quetation has been made which is not to be found in the
warks quoted ; and a general Errata thall be given at the end
of the Fourth Volume, in which the Dates fhall be added
to the Letters.
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