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This uﬁdy 1s not propngﬁnd;__nti:; in any sense of the

term. It representes an rat.tn-pt to mun ﬁq-ndth of contra-
dictory, conflicting and unrelisble material Iconcming Hitler

into strata which will be helpful to the policy-makers and those

who wish to frame a counter-propaganda. PFor this reason the first
three parts ere purely descriptive anfl deal with the man (1) as he |
appears to himself, (2) as he has been pictured to the German people,
and (5) how he is known to his associates. These sactions contain
the hui;_c material for the psychological analysis in sections IV

and V in * Jdch an attempt is made to understand Hitler as a person

e cmemrin e e e A0A. the motivations underlying his setdons. ...
The material aveilable for such an analysis is extremely

secant and apotiy. fortnnatnly, wa have had at our disposal a
nusber of informants who knew Hitler well and who have been
willing &0 - ssopeuts 30 U best of Bheir aBL1LtIan, Tis dtudy
would have been entirely impossible were it not for the fact that
there is a relatively high degree of agresmsnt in the descriptions .
of Hitler's behavior, sentiments and attitudes gimahjr“tﬁu ' iama
several informants. With thiu. as a basis it seemsd worthwhile

to procesd with the study £i1ling in the lacunas with knowledge
gained from clinical experience in dealing with individuals of

a aimilar type. This is not an entirely satisfactory procedure,

from a sclentific point of view, but it is the only feasible
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method at the present time. ﬁrou:hout the m:d: we have tried
to b- as ohjeutin as pquibln in enlnnting m strengtha as
well _a.l his nahulup. _

A1l plain mmbers in parenthases refer to the page of
The Hitler Source-Book, a companion volume in which the original

_material is to be found together with the complete reference.

Nusbers in parentheses pracedsd by M. K. or M. N. 0, Tefer to
pages in Mein mpf and My New Order, respsctively. A detailed
Index to the original material is to be found at the beginning
of the Source-Book. A complete Bibliography is appended to this
ntuﬁy. |

ItiphupodthnttﬁaatMywbcholpmlmpum
a desper i.naight into ldo].ph Hitler and the German people and

T T T . ST P N R T I ——— T | L T ————

that 1t may serve as a guide for our propaganda activities as

well as our future dealings with them.

| ' Consultant, M. O. Brasbh, 085
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At the timerof the reoccupation of the Rhineland,
- s in 1936, ﬂiti'er ‘made use of an extraordinary figure of speech
in dnacr’.'_l.bing his owmn conduct. Hs said: |

- ’ | "I follow my course with the praain,lan %
* and seourity of a sleep-walker.”

Even at that time it struck the world as anjmugual statement
for the undisputed leader of 67,000,000 paople -ta make at the
time of an international orisis. Hitler meant it to be a
form a._f reagpurance for his more wary ronmrn‘uho quenationed
the wisdos of his course. It seems, howsver, that it was a
true confession and hﬁdlhin wary followsras only realised its
significance and implicatione they would have had grounds for
e .. ... far greater concern than that aroused by his proposal to .
reocoupy the Rhineland. For the course of this slesp-walker
e ol . - “-~-ying carried him over many untravelled ruuds‘uﬁich finally led
' him unerringly to a pinnacle of snéeau and power never reached
befors. Aind still it lured him on until today he stands on the
brink of disaster. He will go down in history as the most
worshipped and the most despised un the world has ever known.
Many people have ltm and Agked themselves: "Ia
‘this nn pincere in his undertakings or is he a frand?™
JIOurtu.i.ulr even a rramtu.ry knowledge of his past life warrants
such a qmatlm, particularly since our comupondsntl have
presented us with many conflicting vlm At times 11'. umd

almont inaunuuiiahle that a man could bn pincere and do what

I‘f\|
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' ' Hitlir has dona in ﬂu- course of his career. And yet all of
" his former associates whom we have been able to contact, as
“11‘ as many of our wost capable forsign correspondents, are
firaly convinced that Hitler achu.‘l]; does believe in hia om
: mﬁas. ﬁnhu reports that Hitla_r gaid to Schuachnixg dur.l.ng
the Berchteagaden interviewsi | |

"Do you realise that you are in the pressnce
of the greatest German of all time?"

It makes little difference for our purpose whether
he actually spoke these words or not at this particular time
ag alleged., In this sentence he has suxmed up in a very few
worda an attitude which he has expressed to soms of our informants
in person. To Rauschning, f&r axample, ‘hn once said:

“Aber i¢h braiche sie nicht, ue mir von
A e - AlDAR, B@ine geachichtiche Groepse bestaltigen
’ gu lassen.” (717)

And to Strasser, who ones took the liberty of saying to Hitler
‘that he was afraid that Hitler was mistaken, he said:

"I cannot be mistaken. What I do and say
is historieal.® (578) . 5

Il;nny' other such pergonal statements could be given. Oaechener
has summed up his attitude in this respect very well in the
following wordat
"Ho feels that no one in German history was
equipped as he 18 to bring the Germans to
the position of supremacy which all German
statosmen have felt they dessrved but were
unsble to achisve.” . (669)

This attitude is not aonfined to himself as a statesman. He

j | also believes himself to be the greatest war lord as, for
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: example, when he says to Rauschning:
4 , "Ich spiels nicht Krieg. Ich lasse mich
nicht von 'Feldherrn® tn-u.ndim Den
Krieg fushre L o B. Den sigentlichen
Zeitpunkt zum Angriff bestimme i ch. Es
gibt nur einsn guenstigen. Ich werde auf
ihn warten. Mit eiserner Entschlossenheit.
| Und ich werde ihn nicht verpasszen . . ." (701)
And it naua to be true that he haa made a numbsr of cmtributiqna
to Gmm offensive and defensive tactics and strategy. He
believes himself to be an outstanding judge in legal matters and
o _ does not blush Mn he stands before the Reichstag, ;hih, speaking
to the whole world, and sayss

“For the last twenty-four hours I was the
suprems court of the German people.® (256)

Then, too, he beliaves himself to be the greatest of all German
-~ architects and .spends a.great.deal of his time in sketching new
e | buildings and planning the remodeling of entire ci?.iu. In spite
r i of the fact that he failed to pass the Mti'one for admigaion_
' to the .lrt School he believes himself to be the only competent
judge in all matters of art. A few years ago he appointed a
r ; | c_ittﬁ of three to act as final judges on all matters of
art, but when their verdicts did not plesse him ho dismissed them
’ and essuned their duties himself. It makes 1ittle differsnce
- whether the field be economics, -education, foreign affairs,
propaganda, movieg, music or women's dress. In each and svery
field he bolimn himsaelf to be an tmquost.iamd authority.
He also prides hinult on his hardness and hrutalit-:.

"] am one of the hardest men Germany has had
for decades, perhaps for centuries, gquippod


Owner


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

1 N S . with the greatest suthority of any German
' ' 'leader . - « but above all, I believe in

. my success. I balieve in it unconditionally."
_ (M.N.0. BT1) 1.

This belis? in his own power actually borders on a fesling of |
‘ omnipotence uhich he is not reluctant to display.

"Since the events of last year, hia faith

in his own genius, in his instinct, or as

one might say, in his star, 1s boundless.

Those who purround him are the firset to

J admit that he now thinks himself infallible
and invineibls. That explains why hs can
no longer bear sither criticism or contra-
diction. To contradict him is in his'eyes
a crime of 'less majeste'; opposition to his !
plans, from whatsver side it may come, is a

I  definite sacrilege, to which the only reply

. is an immediate and striking display of his
omnipotence.” (French Yellow Book,.945) .

Another diplomat reporte a similar impressiont

"‘l'han I firet wet him, his logic and sense

- of -realities-had-impressed-me; —but-as time -~ - -

- went'on he appeared to me to become more and -
more unreasonable and more dand more convinced
of his own infallibllity and greatness . . ."
| (Henderson, 129) |
- There seems, thersfore, to be little room for doubt
concerning Hitler's firm ';:bﬂliaf in his own greatnses. Fa ‘must
. - now inquire :I‘.nto the sources of this beliaf. Almost all wltoru
-hau attributed Hitler's confidence to the fact that ha is a
- great believer in astrology and t-hnt he is conntanﬂ: in touch
with astrologers who advise him concerning his course of action.
This is almost certainly untrus. "A11 of our informants who have ‘
known Hitler rather intimately discard the idea as absurd. They
aJ.l1m that nothing ip more foreign to Hitler's personality
than to seek help from outside sources of this type. The

J .. | informant of the Dutch Legation holds a ‘similar view. Ho sayst
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~ "Hot only has the Fushrer never had his
horoscope cast, but he is in principles
against horoscopes because he feels he
might be unconsciously influenced b:r
them. " (e65)

It is niao ind{l.cutlve that li:l.'l'.ler, some time before _‘t_.ha war,
‘forbade the prectice of fortuns-telling and atar-ruding in

Germany. ’

It is trus that from the outside it looks as though.
Hitler might be acting under some guidance of this sort which
gives him the feeling of conviction in his Manihillty.
These stories probably originated in the very early days of -
the Party. According to ‘Stnam, during the sarly 1920's
Hitler took rnguli.r lepsons in speaking and in mass pqeholﬁlgy
from a man named Hamssen who waa also a practicing astrologer

L ———— T ————— T
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and fortuns—taller. He was en sxtrenely c.lum :l.nd.i.'ri.dunl who

t.aught Hitler a great deal concerning the importance of staging |
moetings to obtain the greatest dramatic effect. As far as can
be learned, he never had sny Miuuu intereat in the mfvmt.
or any say on what course it should follow, It is poasibl; that

Elu.nuaann had some ount.uut' with a group of umlugara, referred

to brmmliogmﬂ, who ware mrynetiminiuniehatthia

time. Through Hanussen Hitler toc may have.come in contact with

this group, for von Wiegand writes:

"Muon I first kuew Adolph Hitler in Munich, in.
1921 and 1922, he was in touch with a eircle

| thﬂj.b-li-wd firmly in the portents of the
stars. 'There was much whispering of -the .
coming of 'another Charlemagne and a new Reich',
How far Bit.lor belioved in thess astrological

r
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forecasts and prophecies in those days I
naver oould get out of Der Fushrer., He
. ) - nelther denied nor affirwed belief. He was
o _ not averse, howsver, to making use of the .
f ' . forecasts to advance popular faith in himself
: _ ~ ' and his then young and atmgg]_‘i.ng movemsnt,.™

It is quit-o possible that rron these beginnings the myth of hiu
associations with aat.rulngﬁru has grcm
Although Hitler has done mnaidanhle rudina in a

variety of fields of study, he dons oot in any way attribute his

infallibility or ommiscience to any intellectual sndeavor on his
part. On the cnntrnl:ﬁ', he frowns on asuch sources when it comes
to guliding thlr destiny of nations. Hia npinifch of the intellect
is, in fact, o::t-i‘uolr low, f;r in various places he makes such
statements as the followlng:

'_3' | "0f secondary 1lportamt is the minlnz of

~-mental-abilitiea.” .. . " —————

"Over-sducated people, stuffed with knwlodgc
and intellect, but bare of any sound instincts.®

*These impudent rascals (intellectuals) who

always imow everything better than anybody else . .*-
| p

*The intsllect has grom autocratic, and has
becoms a diseass of life.™

Hitler's guide is something different entirely, It
poos ‘seriain fmt BiElar ellives Sk be fine Soen ph 6
Germany by vam. and that he has a particular mission to
pqrrm.. He i3 pmhabl:rnot clear on the soope of this mission
beyond the fast that be has Doén choss to redees the German
peopls and ruhaf_p- Burope. Juét how this is to be accomplished
L is d_uqrut-har vague in his mind, but this does not concern him
| ’ | ' matl; because an "inner voice” commmioates to him the eteps

-
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he is to take. This is the guide which leads him on his course
with the precision and security of e slssp-walker.

"I carry out the commands that Providence

has laid upon me.” (480)

"No power on earth can shake the German' Reich

now, Divine Providence has willed it that I b,
carry through the fulfillment of the Germanic
tagk." (415) . =

“"But-i.fthumica&pnkn thnnlknmt.hatino
has coms to act.” (?14)

It is this firm conviction that he has a mission end is under the
guildance and protection of Providence which is mnpﬁnaibln in
large part for the contagious efrtc'_t. he has had on the German
panpla;. ‘ g |

Many people bc]iuve_ that this feeling of Destiny and

misslon have come to Hitler through his suocesses. This is

pr&bublyfalu tharinuuratuty (Part V) wwilltryto
show that Hitler has had t.hia.:nling for a groat mANY yoars
althuugh it may not have becomse a conscious conviction until
much later. In any case it was foreing its way into conacious~
ness during the war and has played a dominant role in his
actions ever since. Mend (one of his comradss), foxf sxample,
reportst
I _ "in eine eigenartige Propheseiung errinere
ioch mich noch in diesem Zusamssnhang: Kurs
‘vor Welhnachten (1915) aeusserte er sich,
dass wir noch vieles won ilm hoercn werden.
¥ = : Wir sollen mu abwartem, bis soine Zait
NN gnknmn 1-1'.. (205}
Then, too, Hitler has ruportad several incidents during the war

which proved to hi- that he was under Divine protection. The

R L R L e e e R i Lo L T TEE TEE e e
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most startling of these ia the followlng: _ -

"] was eating my dinner in a trench with
several comrades. Suddenly a volce seemed
~ %o be saying to me, 'Get up and go over there.’
It was so clear and insistent that I obeyed

automatically, as if it had been a military
order. I rose at once to my feet and walked

twanty yards along the trench carrylng my
dinner in its tin can with me. Then I sat
down to go on eating, my mind being once more
at rest. Hardly had I done soc when a flash
and deafening report came from the part of the
trench I had just left. A stray shell had burst
over the group in which I had been sitting, and
every member of it was killed." (Price, 241)
Then, also, there was the vision he had while in hospital at
Pasewalk suffering from blindness allegedly caused by gas:
"Als ich im Bett lag kam mir der Gedanke,
dass ich Deutschland befreiem wuerde, dsss
ich a8 gross machen wuerde, und ich habe
- sofort gewuast, dass das verwirklicht werden
waerde.”  (429)

'n;as'a expaeriences must later have fit in beautifully
with the views of the Munich astrologers and it i3 possible that
underneath Hitler felt that if there was any truth in their
predictions they probal_:ly referred to him. But in those days

. he did not mentlon any connection betwssn them or dwell on the
Divine guidance he believed he possessed. Perhape he felt that
such claims at the beginning of the movement might hinder rather
then help it. However, aa von Wiegand has pointed out, he was
not averse to making use of the forecasts to advance his owmn
enda. At that 1‘.1:11:: he was content with the role of a "drummer”
who was heralding the qo;ing of the real savior. Even then,
however, the role of drummer was not as innocent or as insig-

’ " npificant in Hitler's mind as might be supposed. This was brought
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out in his testimony during the trial following the unsuccessful
Beerhall Putach of 1923. At that time he said:

"Nehmon Sie dle Ueberzeugung hin, dass ich

die Erringung eines Ministerpostens nicht

als erstrebenswert ansehe. Ich halte ez

eine grossen Mannes nicht fuer wuerdigeseinen
Namen der Ueschichte nur dadurch ueberliefern
zu wollen, dassar Minister wird. Was mir ver
Augen stand, das war wvom ersten Tage tausendmal
mehr: 4ich wollte der Zerbrecher der Marxismus
werden. Ich werde die Ausfgabe loesen, und
wenn ich sie loase, dann waere der Titel eine=
Ministers fuer mich eine Lascherlichkeit. Als
‘ich zun ersten Hal vor Richard Wagners Grab
stand, da quoll mir das Hers ueber vor Stols,
dage hier ein Mann ruht, der es sich verbeten
hat, hinaufzuschreiben: Hier ruht Geheimrat
Musikdirektor Excellenz Baron Richard von
Wagner. Ich war stolz darauf, dass dieser
Mapn und so viele Maenner der deutschen
Geschichte sich damit begnuegten, ihren Namen
der Nachwelt zu weberlisfern, nicht ihrem Titel.
Nicht aua Beacheidenheit wellte ich 'Trommler!
sein. Das 1st das Hoechste, das andere 1nt.
eine Kleinigkeit."”

After his etay in Landsberg Hitler no longer referred
to himself a@ the "drummer." Occasionally he would describe him—
self in the words of St. Matthew, "as a volice crylng in the
wilderness™, or as 5t. John the Baptist whose duty was to hew
a path for him whe was to come and lead the nation to power and
glm-yl. Kore rraquént.ly, however, he referred to himeslf as
"the ;nehrer', a name chosen by Hess during their imprisonment.
(901)

As time went on, it Peum :‘clemr that he was thinking
of himself as the Ia#a!.nh and that it was he who was destined
to lead Germany to glory. His references to the Bible became-

 more fregquent and the movement began to take on a religious
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| atmosphere. Comparisons Letween Christ and himself became more
numarous and found their way into his conversation and speeches.
For example, he would say: ' | . !
- "When I came to Berlin a few weeks ago and
locked at the traffic in the Kurfuersten-
damm, the luxury, the perversion, the ilniquity,
the wanton display, and the Jewlsh materialism
disgusted me so thoroughly, that I was alwost
beside myself. I nearly imagined myself to be
Jagug Christ when He case to Hiz Father's temple
and found it taken by the money-changers. I
can well imagine how He felt when He selsed a
whip and acourged them ocut."™ (905)

During his speech, accm'dl.hg to Hanfetangl, he swung
his whip around violently as though to drive out the Jews and
the forces of darkness, the enemles of Cermany and German honor,
Districh Eckart, who discovered Hitler as a possible leader and
had witnessed this performance, said later, "When a man geta to
the point of identifying himself with Jesus Christ, then he
is ripe for an insane asylum.” The identification in all thia
was not with Jesus Christ, the Crucified, but with Jesus Christ,
the furious, lashing the crowds.

As a matter of fact, Hitler has very little admiration
for Christ, the Crucified. Although he was brought up a Catholle,
and received Comsunion, during the war, he seversd his connection
with the Church diraet.l.y afterwards. This kind of Christ he
consgiders soft and wesk and unsuitable as a German Messiah.

The latter must be hard and brutal if he iz to save Germany

and lead 1t to its destiny.

"My fesling as a Christian points me to my
Lord and Saviour me a fighter. It points
me to the man who once in loneliness,
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. surraunded by only a few followsre, recognized
these Jews for what they were and summoned
mon to fight against them and who, God's truthl
vap greatest not as a sufferer but as a fighter.
In boundlees love, as a Christien and as a man,
I read through the passage which telle - us how
the Lord rose st last in His might and selzed
the scourge to drive out of the Temple the
brood of wipere and adders. How terrific
was the fight for the world ageinst the Jewlsh
poison.® (M.N.O, 28)
And to Rauschning he once referred to "the Jewish Christ-creed
with its effeminate, pity-ethice". | h
It is not clear from the evidence whether the new State
religion was part of Hitler's plan or whether developments were
such that it beceme feasible. It is true that Roaanbaré had long
advocated such & move, but there is no evidence that Hitler was
inclined to take such a drastic step until after he had come to
power. It 18 possible that he felt he needed the power before he
could initiate such & change, or it may by that his series of
successes were 8o startling that the people spontaneously adopted
a religious attitude towards hiw which made the move more or less
obvious. In any case, he has accepted this God-like role without
any hesitation or embarrsssment. White telle us that now when
he is addressed with the salutation, ';!ail Hitler, our Savior®,
he bows slightly at the ccmpliment in the phrase - and believes
it. (884) As time goes on, it becomee more and more certain
that Hitler bellsves that he is really the "Chosen One" and that

in his thinking he conceives of himeslf as a second Christ who

has been sant to institute in the world a new system of values

based «.:m' brutality and violence. He has fallen in love with
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the image of.hiuself in this role and has surrounded himself
with his own portraita.
His miseion s;ema tal lure him to still greater heights.

Mot pontent with the role of transitory savior it pushes him n;1
to higher goals - he must set the pattern for gemerations to |
come. Von Wiegand says: |

"In vital matters Hitler is far from

unmindful of the name and record of

success and failure he will leave to

posterity.”  (483)
Nor is he content to allow thésu patterns to evolve in a natural
way. In order to guarantee the future he feels that he alone
cuﬁ bind it to these principles. He believes, therefore, that
he must become an immortal to the German people. Everything
must be huge and befitting as a monuxent to the honor of Hitler.
His idea of a permanent building is one which will endure at
least & thousand yesrs. His highways must be known as "Hitler
Highways", and they muet endure for longer poriods of time then
the Napoleonic roads. He must always be doing the impossible
and leaving his mark on the country. This i one of the ways
in which he hopes to sotay alive in the minds of the German
people Nf;:ur‘ generations to come. |

It 18 alleged by many writers, among them Haffner

{ﬁ&), Huss (410) and Wagner (489), that he has already drawn
extensive plans for his own mauscleum. IDu.r in,.fomnta, who
left Germany um time ago, are not in a position to verify
thu: reports. They ﬁmaidar them wall Ii;.thlh the realm Iut

possibility, however, This mauscleum is to be the mecca of
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Germany after his death. It is ia be a tremendous monument
about 700 feet high, with all the detalls worked out so that
the greatest psychologicel effect might be attained. It is
also alleged that hie firet errand in Paris after the conquest
in 1840 was a viasit to the Doms des Invalides to setudy the
monument to Napoleon. He found this lacking in many respects.
For exsmple, they had put hin down in a hole which forced people
to look dowm rather than high up.

"] shall never make such & mistake,™ Hitler

said suddenly. "I know how to keep my hold

on people after I have pasged on. I shall

ba the Fuehrer they look up at and go home

to talk of and remember. My life shall

not end in the mere form of death. It will,

on the contrary, begin then.* (410)

It was belleved for a time that the Kehlstein had been
originally built as an eternal mausoleum by Hitler. It seems,
however, that if that was his original intention he has abandoned

} :

it in favor of something even more grandiose., Perhaps the
Kehlstein wag toc lnaccessible to enable large numbers of people
to come and touch his tomb in order to become inspired. In any
EaBa , 1t Beems that far more extrevagant plans have been developed.
His plan, if it is to be nutjuum, peads constant emotional
play on hysteric mass u!.nd{, and the more he can arrange the
waye and means of achleving this, after he dies, the more
assured he is of attaining his final goal. |

"He i8 firwly convinced that the furious

pace and the-epochal age in which bhe lived

and moved (he really is convinced that he

ies the potivating force and the moulder

of that age) will terminate soon after his
death, swinging the world by nature and


Owner


REPRODUCED AT T1E NATIONAL ARCHIVES

=17

[

inclination into a long span of digestive
process marked by a sort of quiet inactivity.
People in his '1000 year Reich' will build
pomuments to him and go around to touch apd
loock at the thinge he has built, he thought.
He sald as much on that glorified visit of
his to Rome in 1938, adding that a thousand

s years hence the greatness and not the ruins

¥ of his omn time must intrigue.the people of
those far-away days. For, believe it or not,
that i how the mind of this man Hitler -
projects itself without a blush over the
centuries.” (410)

Thure was also a timafa few years ago when he spoke a
good deal about retiring when his ank wes dona. It waz assumed
that he would then take up ﬁis residence in Berchtesgaden and sit
as (od who guidea the daatinis; of the Reich until he dies. In
July, 1955, ihile visiting the Wagner family, he talked at length
about getting old and compleined bitterly that ten yeere of valusble
time had been lost between the Beerhall Putsch in 192F and his
accession to power. This wae all very regrettable eince he pre-
dicted that it would take twenty-two years to get things in
adequete ahqu po that he could turn them over to his successor.
(es8) It ia pupposea ty some writers that during this period
of retirement he would ;1an write & book which would stand for
eternity as a great bible .of National Socialiem. (5) This is |
all rather interesting in view of Roehm's statement made many _
years ago:

* Am liebﬁten taet er Heute aéhnn iﬁ-den

Bergen sitzen und den liebem Gott
spielen.® (715)
N
A survey of all the evidence forces us to conclude that

Hitlex belisves himself destinsd to becoms an Immortsl Hitler,
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chosen by God %o be the Hew Deliverer of Germany and the Founder
of & new social order for the world. He firmly believes this
and 1s certain that.in epite of all the triale and tribulations
through which he musi: p;aa he will finally attain that goal,
The one condition is that he follow the dict-atan of the inner .
voice which have guided and protected him in the past, This
conrict-&c-n iz not rocted in the truth of the ideans he imparts
but is based on the convietion of his owm paraonﬁ greqtnens.
(146) Howard K. Smith makes an interesting observation:

"I was convinced that of all the millions

on whom the Hitler Myth had fastaned iteelf,

the most carried away was Adolph Hitler,
himself.”  (290)

We will have occasion in Part V to examine the origins
of this conviction and the role it plays in Hitler's psychological

ACONOEY «
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Fhen we t.r;r to formulate & conception of Adolph Hitler

a8 the German people kmow him we must not forget that their
- knowledge of him iz limited by a controlled press. Many thousands

of Germane have seen him in person, particularly .‘I.nlt.hu past, and
can use this experlernce ap a basis for their individnal conception
of him, | ..

Hitler, from a physical point of view, is not, however,
a very imposing figure ~ certainly not the Platonic idea of a
great, fighting Leader or the Deliverer of Germany and the
creator of a New Reich. In height he ip a little below average.
His hips are wide and his ahouldar; relatively narrow. His |
muscles are flabbyj hié lege short, thin and spindly, the latter
being hidden in the past by heavy boots and more recently by
long traun;rﬁ. He has a lerge torso and is hollov-cl;aat—ed to
the point where it is said that he has his uniforme padded.
From 8 physical point of view he ¢ould =ot pass the requirements
to his owmn elite guard. |

Hie drese, in the early deys, was no more attractive.
He frequsntly wore the Baverisn mountain costume of leather
shorts with white shirt and suspenders. Th;aaa- were not always
too clean and with his mouth full of brown, rotten ta&th. and

| bis long dirty fingernails he presented rather a grotesque

picture., (F. Wagner) At this time he also had a pointed
beard, and his dark brown hair waa jmrtad in the middle and
pasted down flat against his head with oil. Nor was his gait
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that of a soldier. "It was & wery ladylike walk. Dainty
little steps. Every few steps he cocked his right shoulder
nervously, his left leg snapping up as he did so.* (278)
He also had a tic in his face which caused th_a.r;orner of his
1lips to curl upward. (48%5) When speaking he always dressed
in a common-looking blue suit which robbed him of all distinctive-
nesg. At the trial following the unsuccessful Beerhall Putach
' Edgar Mowrer, who saw him for the firpt time, asked himself:
"Wae this provincial dandy, with his slick
dark hair, his cutaway coat, hiz awkward
gesturea and glib tongue, the terrible
rebel? He seemed for all the world like
a travelling saleaman for a clothing
firm." (642)
Nor did he make a much better lmpression later on.
Dorothy Thompson, upon her first meeting, described him in the
following terma:
"He is formless, almost faceless, & man
whose countenance is a caricature, a
man whose framework seems cartilaginous,
without bones. He is inconssquent and
voluble, 111 poised and insecure. He
is the very prototype of the little
man.” (507
Smith (289) also found him "the apothecsis of the little man"®,
- funny looking, self-conscicus and unsure of himself.
It may be supposed that this is only the judgment of
American journalists who have a different standard of masculine
besuty. However, while testifying as a witness in the law
oourt in 1925, Frofessor Max von Gruber of the University of

‘Munich, and 1'.hh) most eminent eugenist ‘in Germany, stated: .
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"It wap the first time I hnd seen Hitler
close at hand., Pace and head of {nferior
type, cross-breed; low receding forehsad,
ugly nose, broad cheekbones, little eyes,
dark hair. Expression not of a man exer-
cleing authority in perfact self-command,
but of raving excitement. At the end an
expression of satisfied egotism.” (575)

A great deal has been written about his eyes which have
been described in terms of almost every color of the rainbow. As
e matter of fect, they aqgn’fa be rather a bright blue - bordering
on the viclet. But it 1s not the color which has atiracted people,
but rather their depth and a glint which makes them appear to have
8 hypnotic quality. One finds stories like the following recur-
ring over and over again in the literature., A policeman who is
noted for his antipathy to the Nazi movement is sent to a Hitler
meeting to maintain order. While standing at his post Hitler enters:

"He gazed intc the policd'nfficar's eys with
that fatsl hypnotizing and irresistable glare,
which swept the poor officer right off his

feet. Clicking to attention he confessed
to me thie morning: 'Since last night I am

a National Socialiet. Heil Hitler.'"®
(Fromm, 369)
These stories are not all from the Nﬁxi propaganda
agencles. Very rellable people, now in this cauntrr,_hnva reported
_ainilar incidents among their own_pefsonnl acquaintances. Even
outstanding diplemats have commented on the nature of h;s oyes.
and tﬂa way in which he uses them when meeting people, often with
disastrous effects. ! (
Then there are others, like Rauschning, who:find his
look staring and dead - lacking in brilliance and the aparile

of genuine animation. (267) We need not dwell on his eyes
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and their peculiar quality, however, aince relatively few
Germans have co:u in such close contact with him that they
could be seriously affected by them.
' Whatever effect Hitler's personal nppehrm;m mAy
have had on the Gomn_paople'in the ]?nst-, it ie safe to
J— that this has been greatly temperesd by millions of
posters, pasted in every concelvable place, which show the
Fushrer as a fairly gocd-looking individual with a very determined
attitude. In eddition, the press, news-reels, etc., are contim-
elly flooded with carefully prepared photographs showing Hitler
at his ?arjf best. These have undoubtedly, in the course of time,
blotted cut any unfavorable impressions he may have created aa
a real person in the past. The physical Hitler moat Germans ]mo:
now 18 & fairly presentable indiwidual.
The only other real contact the overvhelming majority
of people have had with Hitler is through his voice. He was a
tireless speaker end before he cams to power would somatimes
.. . give ms many as three or four speeches on the same day, often
in different cities. Even‘hls greatest opponents concede that
he is the greatest orator that Germany has ever k;'uo'n. This
i3 a great concession in view of the fact that the qualities
of hie voice are far from plessant - many, in faot, find it
distinctly unpleasant, It has s rasping quality which often
breaks into a ahriil falsetto when he becomes aroused. Nor
is :11:. his nl:lictian which makes him ‘a great orator. In the early

days this was particularly bad. It was a conglﬁneratlon of
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high German with an Austrian dialect which Tschuppik (517)
describes as a "knoedlige Sprache®. Nor was it the structure
of his speeches which made h.in‘a great orator. On the whole, hia
npnenhen were sinfully long, badly ﬂt-ruetured and very repetitious.
Some of them are positively painful to rtad but neverthelees, when
he delivered them they had an axtrgordimry effect upon his
audlences.

His power and fascination in speaking lay almost wholly

in his ability to sense what a given audience wanted to hear and

* then to manipulate his theme in such a way that he would arouse

the emotions of the crowd. Strasser says of thialtalentz

"Hitler responda to the vibration of the
human heart with the delicacy of a seis-
magraph . . . enabling him, with a certainty
with which no conscious gift could endow him,
to act as a loudspeaker proolaiming the
oot secret desires, the least permissible
instinots, the spufferings and personal
revolts of a whole nation." (376)

Before coming to power almost all of his speeches
centered around the following three themes: (1) the treason of
the November criminals; (2) the rule .oi' the Marxists must be

| broken; and (3) the world domination of the Jews. No matter

what topic wae sdvertised for a given speech he almost inveriably

'muld_ wind up on one or more of thsse three themes. And yet

people liked it and would attend ona meeting after another to
hear him speak. It was Inot,‘ therefore, 8o much what he said
that appealed to his sudiences as how he said it. -

Even in the early days Hitiar was a shownan with a

gregt sense for the dramstic. Not only did he schedule his
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speaches late in the ’;eihn‘l.ng when his audience would be tired
and their ‘xﬂflw:l‘atmc.ajlanrad through natural cauales, but he
would always send an assistant shead of time to make a short
speech and warz the audience up. Storm-troopers almays played
an inp-:-rbant role at these nsat.ihgs and would line the aisle
tlrough which he would pass. At the psychological moment, |
Hitler would appear in the door in the back of the hall. Then
with a amall group behind him, he would march through the rows
of S.A. men to reach the speaker's table. He never glanced to
the right or to the laft as he came down the aisle and became
greatly annoyed if anyone trisd to accost him or hampered his
progress. Whenever possible he would have a band pressnt and
they would strike up a lively military march as he came down
the aisle.

When he began to speak he usually manifested signs
of nervousness. Usually he was unable to say anything of
consequance until he had gotten tﬁa feal of his au:lignn.‘ Om
one occasion, Helden (489) reports, he was so nervous that he .
could think of nothing to say. In o:_-dar' to do mﬁthing he
picked up the table and moved it around on' the ]Jhtfﬂ!‘l;f Then
suddenly he got the "feel" and mn‘ahla to go on. Pric‘ (241)
describes his speaking in the following way:

: *The beginning is slow and hnlt.inz-l'
- Gradually he warms up when the spiritual
atmosphere of the great crowd is engendersd. |
For he responds to this metaphysical con-
tact in such & way that each member of the =

multitude feels bound to him by an indiv-
idual link of sympathy."
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ALl of our informants report the slow start, waiting for the
feel of the audience. A8 soon as he has found it, the tempo |
increases in smooth rhythm and volume until he is Bhouting a-t‘
the climax. Through all this, the listener seems to idﬂ:ntify
himeelf with Hitler's voice ‘which becowmes the voice of Germany,

This is all in keeping with Hitler's own conception
of mass peychology as given in MEIN KAMPF where he saya:

"The ptyche of the broad masses doee not
respond to anything weak or half-way.

Like a woman, whose apiritual sensitive~
ness 18 determined less by abstract reason
then by an indefinable emotional longing for
fulfilling power and who, for that reason,
prefers to submit to the strong rather than
the weakling - the mass, too, prefers the
ruler to a pleader."

And Hitler let them have it. NEWSWEEX (572) reported:
"Women faint, when, with face purpled
and contorted with effort, he blows
forth his magic oratary.®

Flanner (558) says:
"His oratory used to wilt his collar,
unglue his forelock, glase his eyes;
he was like a man hypnotized, npeatin,g
himself intc- a frenzy."

Yeatea-Brown (592)1

-

*He wap a man transformed and possessed.
e were in the presence of a miracle.”

This ﬁ.ar:fl' p_i;atarr was something new to the Germans and
particularly to the alor-ta;.lguud, lower-clase Bavarians. In K
Huni__.ch his ahcrutingla:nﬂ geeturing were a spectacle men paid to
see (216}. It was not only h.'i'n. fiery oratory, however, that won
the crowds to his cause. This was cartainlyl .smthiug new, but
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far more importent wase the seriousness with which his words

were spoken,

*Everyone of his words comes out charged
with a powerful current of energyj at
times 1t seema as if they are torn from
the very heart of the man, causing him
indescribable anguish." (Fry, 577)

-

"Leaning from the tribume, as Lf he were
trying to impel his inner self into the
conesclousness of all these thousands,
he was holding the magses and me with
them under a hypnotic spell . . . It was
clear that Hitler was feeling the exalta-
tion of the emotional response now surging
up toward him . . . his volice rising to
' passionate climaxes . . . his worde were
like a scourge. When he stopped speaking
his chest was still heeving ﬂth emotion.®
(Ludecke, 164)

Many writers have commented upon his ability to hypnotize his
audiences. Stanley High (455) reports:

"When, at the ¢limax, he swaye from one

gide to the other his listeners sway with

him; when he leans forward they alsc lean

forward and when he concludes they either

are awed and silent or on their feet in

a frengy."

Unquestionably, as a speaker, he has had a powerful
influence on the common run of German pecple. Hls meetings were
always crowied and by the time he got th;rough speaking he had
completely numbed the critical faculties of his listeners to the
point where they were willing te bealieve almost enything he said,
He f;.latt.erad them and cajoled them. He hurled accusations at
them one moment and amused them the next by building up straw
men which he promptly knocked down. His tongue was like a

lash which ihippad up the emotiona of his audience. And somehow

he always wanaged to say what the nﬁJari.ty of the audience were

R T
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~already aocrﬂihy thinking but could not verbalize. When the

audience began to respond, it affected him in return. Before
long, due to thie fucibrncal relationship, he and his audience
became intoxicated with the emotional appeal of his oratory.
(Strasser, 295)

It was this Hitler that the German people knew at
first hand. Hitler, the fiery orator, who tirelessly rushed
from one meeting to another, 'urki;g himself to the point of
exhaustion in their behalf. Hitler, whise heart and soul Sere
in the Cause and who struggled endlessly against overwhelming
odds and obatacles to open their eyes to the true state of
affaire. Hitler, who could arouse their emotions and channel ze
thez towards gosle of natiﬁnal aggrandizement. Hitler the
courageous, who dared to speak the Fruth and defy the national
authorities as well ag the international opprénsora. It was a
gincere Hitler that tﬁuy knew, whose words hﬁruéd into the most
Qacrat racesses of their minde and rebuked them for their owmn
shortcomings. It was the Hitler who would lead them back to
self-respect because he had faith in them.

‘This fundamentel conception of Hitler made a beautiful
foundation for a propaganda build-up. He wag so convincing on
the speaker's platform and appeared to be a0 sincers in what he

paid that the majority of his listeners were ready to beliave

almost anything good about him because they wanted to belleve it.

The Nazi propagandasgencies were not slow' in making the most of

their opportunities.
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Hitler, himself, had provided an axcellent background
for a propaganda build-up. From the earliest days of his
puiiticnl career he had steadfastly refused to divulge anything
about his parsonal life, peat or preaen_t. To his moat immediate
assoclates ha was, in reality, a n;,u.n of mystery. Tl;ara wasd no
clearing away of unpleasant inﬁid‘hnta toc be done bafore the
building-up process could begin. In fact, the more secrecy he
maintained about his p-eraanlal life the more curious his followers
became. This was, indeed, fertile grmind on which to build a
myth or legend. |

The Nazi pm‘pnanda: machine devoted all its efforts to
the task of portraylng Hitler as something extra-humsn. Ewverything
he did was written up in Bucl; a way that it portrayed his superlative
character. If he does not eat meat, drink alci;ho]ic beverages, or
emoke, 1t 18 not ‘due to the fact that he has some kind of inhibition
or does it because he believes it will improve his health. Such
things are not worthy of the Fuehrer. He sbstains from these
because he 18 following the example of the great Geﬁan, Richard
fiagner, or because he has discovered that it Increases his
energy and Qndura.nce to such a dogrbé that he can give much more
of himself to tho creation of the new German Reich.

Such abstinence also indicates, accarding to the propa-
gundrla, that the Fushrer is a person with tremendous will-power '
and aalf—d.isaip].uim Hitler hil;llﬁlf fosters this conceptlon,
according to Mam who, when someone asked him how he
panaged to give up these things, replisd: "It is a matter of
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will. Once I make up my mind not to do a thing, I just don't
do it. And once that decision i3 msde, it is taken for always.
I2 that so wonderful?®

The same is true in the field of sex. MAe far as the
German people know he has mo sex life and this too is clothed,
not ag an abnormality, but as a great virtus. The Pushrer is
above human weaknesses of this sort and von Wiegand (494) tells
us that he "has a profound contempt for the weakness in men for
sex and the fools that it makes of them". Hanfstengl reports
that Hiltlor frequently makes the statement that he will naver
marry a woman since Germany ig his only bride, However, Hitler
with his ﬁeup ineight into human nature, appreciates these
wenknessaes in om§3 and is tolerant of them. He does not even

S il
condemn them or forbid them smong his closest associates.

'He is also portrayed in the propaganda as the soul of

kindliness and generosity. Endless stories that i{llustrate these.

1nr‘irt.w:.'u_u are found over and 07&1" again in the litarature. Price
(236) cites a typlcal example: an attractive young peasant girl
tries to appfoﬂch him but 1s prevented from doing 'an by the
guards. She bursts into taéra‘ and Hitler, seeing her distress,
inquires into the eaﬁaa. She tells him that her ﬂ.-mca had been
expelled from Austria for his Nazl principles and that he camnot

find work and consgaquently they cannot get married. Hitler is

dndpl;r touched. He promises to find the young man a Job and, in

addition, completely furnishes a flat for them to live in, even
dowm to a baby's cot. Every attempt is made to present him as

extremsly human, with a deep feeling for the problems of ordinary people.

o
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A great many writers, both Nazl and anti-Nazi, have
written extensively about his graat-. love for children and the
Nazi press i3 certainly full of plctures showing Hitler in the
company of little tots. It is alleged that when he is at
Berchtesgaden hé_ always has the children from the neighborhood
vigit him in the .nrtamoon and that he serves them candy, lce {
cream, cake, etc, Phayre (225) says, "Neyer weg there a middle-
aged bachelor who so delightad in the coup-nny of children™.
Frincess Olga reported that when she visited Hitler in Berlin
and the toplc of children came up duriné the conversation, Hitler's

* eyes filled with tears. The Nazi press hed made extremely gaﬂé
use of this and endless atories accompany the pictures. Likewlse,
a great deal is written about his fondnesa for animals, partie-
ularly dogs. Here again, there are numberless pictures to prove
it 1s so. As far as dogs are concernsd, the propaganda 1is
_probﬁbly fairly near the truth but it goes far beyond that polnt
in other respects. One writer even went so far as to attribute
his vegetarianism to his inability to tolerate the thought of
animals being slaughtered for human consumption (405). Hitler
is pictured as an "affable lord of the manor", full of ‘gentleness,
kindliness and helpfulness, or, as Qechener puts it, he is th-
Great Comforter - father, husband, brother or son to every G-emn
who lacks or has lost such a relative (668).

Another treit which has received a great deal of
comment J.n. the propaganda build-up is Hitler's modesty and

eimplicity. His sBuccessss have never gons to his head. At -~
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bo@tal he is stlll the simple soul he was when he founded the
Party and his grestest joy is to be considered as "one of the
boys". As proof of this they point to thp fact thét he has
never sought a crown, that he never appears in gnﬁdy uniforms
or does a great deal of entertaining. Even u.!t.arl he came Ftc:
power he continued to weer his old trench coat and slouch hat
for a time and when he donned a uniform it was always that of
a simple storm-trooper. MWuch was written about his foudness
for viaits from early acqualntances and how he loved to sit
down in the midst of his busy day in order to talk over old
times. There was reslly nothing he liked better than to
frequent his old haunts and meet old friends while he was in
Munich, of to take part in their fa;tlfitiea. At heart he
was 8till a workar and his interests were always with the
working classes with whom he felt thoroughly at home.

Hitler is also a man ur'incredible'enlrgy and
endurance. His day consists of sixteen and eighteen hours of
uninterrupted work. He is absclutely tireless when it comes
to working for Germany and its future welfare and ne peracnal
pleasures are permitted to 1ntaffbru with the carrying out of
his mission. The ordinary man in the street cannot imagine
a human being in Hitler's position not taking advautage of
hla_npﬁbrtunlty. He can only Liégina himself in the same
position revelling in luxuries and yet here is Hitler who
scorng them all., His only conclusion is that Hitler is not

an ordinary mortal. Phillips (B68) reports the case of a
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young Nazi who once confided to him: "I would dio.far Hiﬁler,
but I would not change places with Hitler. At least when I '
wake every morning I can say, 'Hell Hitlerl', but this men,
he has no fun in life. No smoking, no drinking, no womenl -
only work, until he falls aslesp at nightl"
A great deal is made of Hitler's determination. It
is pointed out over and over again that he navﬁr gives up-oﬁca
he has made up his mind to attain a p&rticula; goal. MNo matter
+ how rough the road, he pleds along in unswerving determination.
Even though he receives serious naf;ﬁacks and the aituation o
appears to be hopeless, he never loses faith and always geta
"what he goes after. He refuses to be coerced into compromises
of any sort and is always ready to assume the full responsibility
for his actione. The great trials and tribuletions through which
the Party had to_ pass oﬁ its way to power are cited over and over
again and ull the credit is givem to Hitler and hiu fenatical
faith in the rutura. Even hls refusal to permit ondingry Bcruples
to got in his way ie given as a sign of hisa gruatnaaa'. The fact
"~ that he did not communicate with his tﬁmily for over ten years
becomes a great virtus since it meant a severs deprivation to
the young man who was determined to make something of himself
before he returned homsl
A great deal of publicity has also bsen glvau fo his
breadth of vigien, ability to penetrate the futurs and his
ability to organize both the Party and the country in preparation

for obstacles they will have to overcome. According to the
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propagandists, Hitler is the soul of efficiency and has an
oxtianrﬂinary power of resolving conflicts and simplifying
problems which have stumped all axportn.in the past. In fact,
his infallibility and incorruptibility throughout are not only
implied but openly statudl}n ne uncertain terms.

He is also a person of great patisnce who would never
spill a drop of human blood if it could possibly be avoided.
Over aud over agaln one hears of his great patience with the
democracles, with Czechoslovakia and with Poland. But here,
ag in hiafprivnta 1ife, he never leses control of his Bmotions.
Pundamentally, he is a man of peace who desires nothing quite so
much as to be left slone to work cut the destiny of Germany in
a quiet and constructive manner. For he is a builder at heart
and an artist, and thess prove that the creative and constructive
alements in his nature are predominant.

This does not mean, howsver, that he is a coward. Om
the contrary, he is a person of outstanding courage. His way

of life is proof of this, as well as his enviable record during

the last war, A grest many stories about his decorstions for

bravery have been ciroulated and particularly for his outstanding
herolsm when he was awarded the Iron Cross first-class. The

fact that the ;tariiq of his performance -vary from un--tipa-to

another does not seem to disturb the people in the least.

Pundnlnntallf, according to the Nazi press, Hitler 1s
a man of steel. He is well aware of his mission and no amount

of persuasion, coercion, saorifices or unpleasant duties can

-
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persuade him to alter his course. In the face of all sorta

of disasters and disagreeable happenings and necessary measures,

e

he naver loses his nerve for & moment. But he 1s not hard in
human qualities. He places loyalty and justice as the two of
the greatest virtues and cbserves them with scrupulous care,

| Loyalty means so much to him t.h.:t. the ineeription over his door
at Berchtesgaden reads, "Meine Ehre heisst Treie". He is the -
acme of German honor and purity; the Resurrector of the German
family and home. He is the greatest architsct of all timej the
greatest military genius in al'.l.- history. He has an inexhaustible
fount of moﬂadga.. He is a man of action and thle craat&r of
new poclal valuee. He is indeed, according to the Nazi propa-
génde buresu, a paramount of all wvirtuss. A few typical examples
may illustrete the extent to which they are carried in their

praise of him.

"Zunaschst Hitler sebst: Hitler is der Mann
ohne Eompromise. Vor allem kennt er keinen
Kompromiss mit sicht selbst. Er hat einem
einzigen OGedanken, der ihn lelitet: Deutschland
wieder aufgurichten. Diese Idee wverdraengt
alles um ihn, Er kennt kein Privatlshen. Er
kennt Fapilisnleben ebensowsnig, wie er ein
Laster kennt. Er ist die Verkcerperung des
nationalen Willens. ¢

"Die Rittnrmhnxt.l eines heiligen Zieles, das
8ich kein Mensch hosher steken kann: Deutsch-

~ lanpd! . . . Hitler . . . uweberracht (durch)
seine warme Lisbenswusrdigkeit. Ueber die

- Ruhe und Kraft, die beinahe physisch von diesem
Mann ausstraht. Man waechst in er Nashe dieses
Menschen . . + Wie er auf alle Dinge reaglertl
e « » Elpern werden die Zuege und dies Worte
fallen wie Bein . . . Der klassische Ernat,
mit dem Hitler und seine um den Pushrer
geschartean Mitarbeiter ihre Sendung nehmen,
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hat in der Geschichte dieser Welt nur wenlge
Paralellen." Czech-Jochberg: Adolph Hitler
und sein Stab, 1955. (861)

. + » auch in den priveten Dingen des Lebens
Vorbildlichkeit und menschliche CGroesse . . .
ob Hitler . » . umbraust wird vom jubelnden

“Iuruf der Strassennrbeiter, oder aufgewushlt

und erschuettert am Lager seins ermordeten
Kamersden steaht, immer 1sat um ihn diese Hoheit
und tlefste Menschlichkeit . . . dieser ein-
zigartigen Perseonlichkeit . . . ein grosser
und guter Mensch. Hitler ist ein universaler
Gelst. Es ist unmoeglich der Mannigfaltigkeit
seinas Wesens mit 100 Aufnahmen gerecht mu
worden, Auch auf diesen beiden Gebleten
(Architecture and History) iat Hitler eine
unangreifbare Autoritaet. Unsers Zeit wird
diesan Ueberragenden vielleicht verehran und
lieben, aber wird ihn nicht in seiner grosaen
Tief ermessen koennen." Hoffman: Hitler, wie
ihn keiner kennt, 1952 (889) :

"Hitler is & modest man - and the world needs
modest men. Therefore the peopls love him.
Like svery good leader, he must be an efficient
follower. He makes himself the humblest
disciple of himself, the aseverest of all
disoiplinarians with himself. In fact, Hitler
is a modern wonk, with the thres knots of
Povarty, Chaptity and Obedience tied in his
invisible girdle. A zealot mmong zealots,. . He
eats no meat, drinks no wine, does not smoke.
I am ‘told he tekes for himself no salary but
lives privately from the income of his book,
"Mein Kempf" . « .Surplus funds he turns back
to the S.A. His work day consiats of eighteen
hours, usually, and he often falls asleep in
the last hour of his work. There have been
fouwr womsn in his life - but only to help him
along with service and money . . . He onoe
gave a lecture at Bayreuth on Wagner and
"Deutsche Lieder™ that astounded the musical
eritice and revealed him ap a musicel scholar
of parte . . . Shear opportuniam never lured
him as much as the opportunity to preach his
doctrines. His quality is Messianlc; his
spiritual trend is ascetic; his reaction is
medieval . . ." Phillips: Germany Today
and Tomorrow. (868)

Pt
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Hitler not only knows sbout all these writings but
gince he has always been the gulding spirit in all German
propaganda and usually plans the broad lines that are to be
follewsd, it is safe to assume that he himself is responsible
for the instigation and development of this mythiecal peracn-
ality. When we look back over the development of this build-up
wo can see clearly that Hitler, from the wery beginning, planned
on making himself a mythological figure. He opens MEIN KAMPF
with the following passage:

"In this little town on the river Inn,
Bavarian by blood and Austrian by
nationality, gilded by the light of
German martyrdom, there lived, at the
end of the '80%'s of the last century, my
parentst the father & faithful civil
servant, the mother devoting herself to
the cares of the- household and looking
after her children with eternally the
aame loving kindneass.®
This 1is the classic way of beginning a fairy tale rather than a
serious autoblography or a political treatise. In the very first
sentence of the book he implies that Fate was already smiling on
him at the time of hia birth, for it reads:
| "Today I consider- it my good fortune
that Fate designated Braunsu on the
Inn as the place of ay birth."
| _ As soon a8 Hitler came to power new weapons for self-
aggrandizement were put into the hands of the propagandists and
they made good use of them. Unemployment dropped off rapidly,
roads t:hnt. the Germans never dreamed of sprung up over night,

new and imposing buildings were erected with astounding rapidity.
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The face of Germany was being lifted at an incredible nﬁaa:!,
Hitler was keeping his px-_nninen;..ha wag accomplishing the
impossible. Mw success in diplmcy,' avery social reform

-.na heralded as world-shaking in itn hpﬁrtanca. And for each

i puccess, Hitler modeatly accepted all the credit. It was I
a.l;lrays Hitler that did this, and Ritler who did thnt; providad
these acts were spectacular and met with the approval of the
publie. If they happened to weet with disapproval, it wae
always one of his assistants who was to blame. Every effort
was made to cul‘l'.im’o;a the attitude that Hitler ;an infallible
and waa carrying through his mission of saving Germany.

It was not long befora the Ghrman pecple weia prepared

to take the short step of seeing Hitler, not as a man, but ms a
Messiah of Germany. Public meetings and particularly the
Nurnburg took on a religious atmosphere. A1l the stagings were
designed to create a supernatural and religious attitude and
Hitler's entry was more befitting a god than 2 man. In Bprlin
one of the large art shops on Unter den Linden exhibited a
Jarge portralt of Hitler in the center of its display window.
Hitler's portrait was entirely surrounded as though by a hnlﬁ,
with various coples of a painting of Christ (High, 453). Notes
appeared in the press to the effect that, "Als er sprach, hoerte

| man den Mantel Gottes durch ﬁan Seal rauschenl™ Ziemar reports
thag. on the slde of a hill in Odenwald, consplcucus as a.
waterfall ,. painted on white canvas were the black words: |

*Na believe in Holy Germany

Holy Germany is Hitlerl '
We believe in Holy Hitlerii™  (763)
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Roberts reporta:

"In Munich in the early autumn of 1938

I saw colored pictures of Hitler in the

actual silver garments of the Knights

of the Grail; but these were soon with-

drawn, They gave the show awayj they

were too near the +truth of Hitler's

mentality." (876)
Teeling (565) writee that at the Nurnburg Nazi Party Rally in
September, 1937, there was a huge photopgraph of Hitler underneath
which was the inseription, "In the beginning was the Word . . .".
He also says that the Mayor of Hamburg mssured him, "§e nsed no
priest or parsons. We communicate direct with God through
Adolph Hitler. He has many Christ-like qualities." Soon these
sentiments were introduced by official circles. Reuschning (552)
reports that the Party has adopted this creed:

"Wir alle gldu'h&n auf dieser Erde an

Adolph Hitler, unseren Fuehrer, und

wir bekennen, dass der National-

sozialismue der allein seligmachende

Glaube fuer unser Volk ist."
A Rhenish group of German "Christians" in April, 1957 s passed
this resolution:

*Hitler's word is God's law, the decrees

and laws which represent it poassess

divine suthority."  (660)

And Reichsminister for Church Affaira, Hans Kerrl, says: -

L il

"There has arisen a new suthority as to

what Christ and Christianity really are -

that is Adolph Hitler. Adolph Hitler . + &

is the true Holy Ghost.*  (%49)
This is the way Hitler hopes to pave hia path to im-
mortality. It has been carefully planned and consistently

executed in a step by step fashion. The Hitler the German people
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know is funduant;lly the flery orator Iho.fnscinat.ad them

and this has gradually been embroidered by the propaganda until
he is now praaantedl to them as a full-fledged deity. Evary't_.h.ing
alse is carefully concealed from them as a whola. How many
Germens believe it we do not know., OSoms, certainly, believe

it wholeheartedly. Dorothy Thompson writes of such a case:

"it Garmisch I met an American from

 Chicago. He had besn at Cberammsrpeu,

at the Passion Play, 'These people

are all crezy,' he sald. 'This is not

a revolution, it's a revival. They think
Hitler is God. Believe it or not, a _
German woman set next to me at the Passion
Play and when the holsted Jesus on the
Cross, she sald, 'There he is. That is
our Fuehrer, our Hitler.' And when they
paid out the thirty pleces of silver to
Judas, she said: 'That is Roehm, who
betrayed the Leader.'™ (568)

Extreme cases of this kind are probably not very numerous but it
would be amazing if & small degree of the same type of thinking

had not seeped into the picture of Hitler which many Germans hold.
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PAKT III

HITLER AS ulS ASSOCIALGS KNOW LIk
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i ' The picture the Hazi propaganda machine has painted of
Hitler gertainly seoms like a:;. extravagant one. Even if we ig—
no.re the daifyinz olements, it seems like the Fantasy of a super= '
;mm - the maramount of a.l-.l virtues. @xtraordinary as it may seem, '

however, thera aro ti nles ot whieh ‘|_ua approximataes such a personality
and ?.rins’ the respect and admiration of all his asm»‘;intas;

At such timed he is a vaeritable demon for work and often
works for sevoral days on and with little or no sleap. liis po'-'m;‘s
of coscentration are axtraordinary and he is able to.pqnatrata vary

. complex problems and reduce thom to a fev simple, ﬁmdmantal fac-
kors. ila prideos hirself oo this talent mnd has said to various
paoplat

7 .
T - "] have the pift of reducin: all problems
to thelr simplest loundations +.. A gif't
for tracing back all thoories to thelr

] roots in reality."

And he raeally has it. Unencumberad with- abstract thecries or tra-
ditioanl points of view and pmjudich:; he is able to look at com=
vlex problems in a rather naive wey snd pick out the most salient
and significant elements and apply them to the present situation in
o fairly simple and workable manner,  To’ ho sure, he nover sdves the
enl‘.iré pro:zlem in t;his' way bt enly the human elenents inveolved.
Since this is the part which intorosts himlmnst and produces lmmedi-
ateo .results, it has been ratod ;wrel':,r highly and hias won t'ng admration
of his close assmiat:as from the anrliest days of Liis political ca=-

roar .

During these perisds of activity litler is wholly con-

{, ) sumed by the task confrouting hime Lo hus an amaging power of cone
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uag'ni:.rntinn. iis jud gnents are guick anmddecisive. e is impa-
tiant t:.o ,glat tni’nﬁs-duna-am sxpocts everyons to apply hiaself
with an 2rder evunl to his own. ia, therafors, demawis great
sacrifices from his associn:tqs.

At sach tiues, however, he is al so very human. ife shows
an unusual degrec of consideratenass towards them and a certain
tolerance of thoir weakiessess 'haen he alls a halt for weals he
will not eat until his entire staff nas bean sarved.: ‘hen an
ovargealous servant insists on servim; hin hﬁ!‘ara.nu;era e will
of'ten gob up and take the plate over to one of his lewly assistants,
Dll‘.l"‘i.a{.‘, all of this ha is in the bast of spirits and jokes with
everyons around him,

o has an eitrﬁordiuary memory nnd continuonaly recalls
amusivy; incidents from the past lives of thoss around him..- thase
he tells te his stalfT ab large. lie is an ercellent minic ard of=
ten plays ont the rele of the individual invoelved to the great
amusement of the staff wnils the individinal st sit by and witness
t};e:parformnnc-a mach to his ovn ewbarrassmornt, !.a_r?re:'{;hu]eau o is
theroughly [lalteroed that the Fuehrer should single him out and re-

mamuor him and his actiocas iy such detail. During thiese poriocds

iitlor is also tho soul of kindlinocs. wnd genervosity. lie acts wore
like r big brcﬁi:iér‘ to his staf Tian as a P\;eh:-ar and -mnares to
andenr himself to each -nd avery one of thom.

imt, underneath, he is every inch tino Fushrer. Ile displays

axtraordinary courage and detormination. He shows a gZroat deal of -

initiative and is willing to assume M1l responsibility for the wis-

L]
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dom: of the course ‘:a&{ fas mapned out. !in is very persuasive amd is
able Lo muster and orgenize his peonle into an efficient smocth-
running, wnit. Porsonml frictions disapresr, for the time being,
and evary ody has ‘ub a single thought i: nind: To do wirat the
Fuehirer wigshes.

Iia works with rreat nertainty and security and apvears
to tave the situation entir 1y in hand. All kinds of facts and
fi,ures relevani to vhe pooblam flow fro: aim without the slivht=
dst hasitation or e forh, much Lo thoe atmzoment of those abait
fiims ww enn cita the tdm.n.gjes of' ships {n various navies:

- | "ie knows axactly vhat kind of armanment,
' the kird of armor plataes, the weight, the
1 spaed pad the mimber of the crew of every
ship in tho ritish Havy. lle knows the
number of rotations of sdirplane motors in
- overy medel nad type existont. iie knows
tre nunber of si\ixhs a machine gun fires a
minute, wiebher iv is n light, medium or
hoavy one, w:ethor it was made in the Uni-

tod States, Czecho~5lovakia or France."
, (Hussell, 747)

Then, tos, his staff has learned Crom rast exporiaenca,
that wien Hibler is in one of' tirese mo-ds ho .I-:nppr'mi:pntaa infalli-.
bility partieularly when the support of the mo—ple is neaded to
carry through the project. o which he is engaged. .‘.I.‘his- may seom
like an unwarranted statement tut, if our study is to be complete,

~we must appraise his strengths aus rm.ll as his wenknessas. It can
scareely ba daniad that he Ims. some extracrdinary abilitips r.fﬂ.m‘e
the psychélogy of the average man is consernad. ie has been able,
in some manner. or other, to umearth.and apply suscessfully meny |
factors partaininﬁ; to group psychelogy, the importance of which

hms not Leen generally recognized and some of which we might adopt
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to pood advantage. These ~ight be briefly suwmrized as follows:
(1) Full ampreciation of the importanes of the’masses
in the sucsess of any movemant. Hitler 1as phrased this very well

vin w31 lAL N

"oy lagi of * wordedgs of .1 istarael deiving
{'arass of vaab & nuous lod Lo aar insaflficient
{ ‘ evaluntion of the iwportance of the great
. rasses of. the peopla; [rom this resulted the
" soanty inberost iz the gneinl giestioa, the e
fibiaat cowybin: ol %.a goil of g abion's
lover clesaoseads” (ne 138)

(2) .-tuc:o,-‘_j:;iti:-:r:-_: of thna inestimable valuwe of winning the
sunport of youth: reelizaties of the i mense momentum fiven a so=
oinl r'mvehmnt b the wild fervor ard enthusiasm n_i" young peoplo as
wall ':m tiae Laportenee of oearly training and iraglictrination.

(38) sxweognition of tie fole of women in ad{rencim; a new

movemant nad of the fact tant tho reactions ol thae nassen as a

_____

- said to Yanfstaenpl (802):

"Do you know tie audienco at a cirecus is just
like o woman (Die .Jasse, das Volk is wie ein
“loib). 3omeone who doss not understand the
intrinsiely feminine cuaracter of the :mnsses
will never be an elfective spenier. Ask your-
self: Y'hat do:s a2 woman expect from a man?!
Clenrnas:, decision, power and action. “hab
we want is So pat the 'msges Lo ast. Like s
woman, the nasses [luctuate otween extremes

.asss The erowd is nobt only liko a woman, but
women constitu.e the most important element in
an mudience. The wowen usually lead, then fol=
low the shildren nnd at last, when 1 havd ale
Tondly wou over the vhole {wtily - Follow the
fathers "

And in kK&l. KARPF, he writos:
“The peorle, in an overvhelming wmajority, are

" so Peminine in theflr natnro snd attitude that
their notivities and thougits are motivabed
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loss by sober comsideration than by feele

ing and sentirent." (p. 237)

(4) The a: ility to feel, identify with amd expraess in
passicnate lanmguage tie deepsst needs ! sentiments of tho avers
age Gor-an =wi to present oppartﬁnitiu:; or possililitiss for their
gratificat ton. >

e,
%) Crracity to appenl co the nu;E erimitive, ns wall
: > _
as tho mozt ideal inclinations i: man, Lo arouso the basest in-
stincts and el cloak them with nebility, justilying n11 actions
as memns to the attnimment of mn id anl poal. liitlor realized that
men will not combinoe and dedicale thesselves to a comon murpose
unless tnis purrose ve =n ideal one g¢npnbls of survival beyond
- “their generalion. jie has also perceived that a)thouih men will die
only fer an ideal their co:tinued zest and unterprise can be main-
Eninal only v a swoanssion of more immadieta and awrthly sptisfac-
tions. 5 ~
(6) Aprrociatio: ef the fact thal tin nrsses aio as
2 hungry er o susbaining ideolegy in nelitienl action as they are
for daily bread. Any movoment which doss nob satisfy this spirite
‘ual hunger in tha mas sy will nob nolilize thoir whiole-heerted sup=
port and is destined to Tail,
"Al' Poree vhich does not grring fros a firm
spiritual foundsbion will be hostitating and
) uncaertain. It lacks tho stability vhich ean
i only rest on a fnatiecal view of life. (LK 222)
"Every atbtempt at fighting a view of life by
maans of foree wil! finally fail, unlass the
‘ Fight against it ropresents the form of an
atlack for tho soke of a new spiritual direce
tion. Only in the stru le of Lo views of
( | life with each other can the wehpon of brit'.
foree, used co timuously an! ruthlessly, bring
- ‘ about the decision in favor o¢f tho side it sup-

/ porks." (&K 223)
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(7) The abi]it.;.—-l to portrany couflicting human iorces
in vivid, concrete i agery tiat is understandable -mr_l woving to
tze omdinary wman. ihis c:‘.nn:es dorm Lo the uae‘ui‘ motaphors in
tiie form of .’L‘!‘ule.g;m‘_; f1ich, as Aristotle has said, is the =ost
noeriul foree on enrth.

(6) ihe faculty of drawiag o the t.mdi'tims of the

people aud by refercnee bo tie gfreat classical mythological

themes eovoks tiu despest unco .scious orotions of the audience.

The fact thab the urconscious mind is more intensely aflected by

tha proat eternal eymiols and thomes 1s not penerally understood
- 5

iy wmost modarn sneakers axl writers.

(9) Realization thal enthusimstic political action doas

2ot taka place if the omotions ara unol deoply involved.
\

LY
*
"

(10) Appreciastion of the willintness, nlmat desira, d
‘the massos to saerifice themsalves o .the altar of social im-
-gﬁro?emrﬂﬁh o snirditual values.

(11) Roalization of the iapertance of arListry and
dramatic intansltj in eorducting Inrpgo meotings, rallies wd fas=
tivals. Thig irvolves a0t only san a mreciation of whnt the ar-
_biﬁt - the writer, musician and painter - can soccomplish in the
wey ol oveking smetiosnl rospoasas it nlso the laaderts recopni-
tion of tue necessity of his p riicipation in the total dramntic
sffect as ohiail coaractar =ud hearo. iiihln;' b bacome  aster of
all tie n.rfr.'.s of hish=ligiting nis owa role in Lo  ovement for a;.

-

Groatar Garmny. Shirar‘ {187) deserives this warr well:
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"o oz orretligid plers upon hiz lone figure
a5 s slowly walks through tho hall,never

o ' lookins to right or lefk, ais richt hand

"raised ir salute, his 1:f% hmwd at the
v miciile of his belt, “ile ever siiles - it
is n religious rite, this nrocossion of
' the nedern Ke.siall inesrnate. BHehind him
are his od jutants axd secrot sarvice mem.
suk his 4 wre alone isfloeoded with light.

"igy the time fiitler :as reached Lic rostrum, -
tha masses have lLesn so worked upen that
truoy are ready to do his wille.s.”

(12) A keon a-npirecintion of Lha wal o of s lopnns,
satehwords, dramatic purases and sappy eplgrams in nenetrating
ko desper lovels of the psycne. In sveaking to ilanfstaengl on
tiis point e onee usad the follewing figuro of speech:

"ihers is enly sc¢ much room in a hrain, so
much wvall spneoe, as it wero, nnd if you
furnish it with your slogans, the opposi-
tion has no place Lo rubt up any pictures
later on, 'ecause the apartment of the
crain is already crowed with your furni-
ture." panfataengl adds bii-t 1itler has
alwmys adaired the use She Catholic Church
made of slogans snd has tried to imitale
it.® (899)

(15) HKenlization of a fuwdesental loneliness and feole
ing of 15(":151310]2- in paoplr living upder m{wj‘ern coidiLions amd a
cr:wiun;: to "belong” to an ’}éhivé Froup ;ﬂhiuh' ¢avrrias n earcain sta-
tus, provides cnlmlsivunm;s awd jcives. tio indiwiTaal a fesling of
varsonnsl worth .-'1.:".! i-eln:t:;i.;;‘,ﬁs:z.

. (1%) kp;rumci":‘.:'i:::: of 0 valoo undorlying a hiersrchi=
¢al politieal orgmnizeation which nﬂ'far{l: Aireet eantact with oach
individual. ’
(15) Ability to Eul"rn:md hi r.snllf wibth am raintain the © -

-

allogiance ol a groun of doveted aides whose talants comploiont

liig ovme
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(16) Apprecintion of winaing enafidence from the

paonla by =+ shew of ol fleiezey witiin the organization and pov-

srmment. It in seid that foods nod su_n;:lias ar'-';i alrandy in the
local wm'ah:maau whan the aunounceant Gﬁtmﬂr‘niflb"mﬂ date of
distriublion is made. AlGhoupgh they could be distriluted Lanedi-
ntaly t‘qe*dnt-a iz set for sevaml vwacks anead in order Lo croate
an i pression of super-eofficisacy and wi ine emfidonce of the:
paople. dvary o fort is umde to avoi:dl making n pronise w.ich
cantiot be fulfii*ed 2% nreciscly tho aprointed ‘ti::au.

(17) Avprecistion of bho imnorta.d reld played by 1it-
tla Lhi-gs wiich alvact bne avaryday 1life of tie ordinary -—an in.
nilding up ard maintainsing Y e momle of t:ha.r‘eotnla.

(181 Full recegnition of tha faet that tho ovars:elm-
’.n;:“nn_jori!,;,.' of tﬁa jeonle want to bo lod and are remiy and will-
ing to s:wdit if the leadsr ca: win thelir raspoct &,:u! conlidence.

ihitler has be~n very successi=l in this resnoct becnusa he i:as

baan ehl: Lo convines his followers of his ow: self-confidence
-

‘and becausc hoe aas Feessed right o 50 many occasions tlhiat he has

croeated the improssion of iafallibility.

i w®

(12) 1This was lergely snasible beeause ho is neturally
a tacticnl genius. His timing of docisions and netions hns aluest

beon uncaany. As Thysson puts it;
"Sometives 4is intelligonce is astoslshing..
‘eemiraculous politieal intuition, gévoid of

** all moral sdnse, Wt extraordisarily pre=
cise. Even in a very conplex situction he
discerns what is possible and what is not."

(20) ditlerts strani,;ﬂs!l: point is, plorl-mns, his firm be=

liel in his ::i:rission and, in public, the complete dedication of his
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life to its fulfillrwn:t. It is t'!m smactacle of & man whose cone
vie.i:iona are 50 stron; that he sacrilfices himsell for tho cause
w'r-ict_l arpeals to arnd is able o arouse similar convittions in
nﬁi:ers g irduces then Lo fnllt;-'.:r-ixi:s 5x:1:r=p'=el; This demands a
fenatical sll:ulai:ornneas which liitler »rsszesses Bo o hizh.dazren.
"Onlry a storn of glowing passion can turn .
tha destinies of notions, tut this pas- \
‘aiaﬂ can only be roused Wy a ~nn who ear-
ries it within himself."
(21) iie almo has the aiility to app:al to and arouse
the sympathetic concern and proﬁactivmms:; of his people, to rep-
rosont himself as the bearer of their imrdans and their fubure,
with Ghe result that "o ;.Jaca:'.us n naersonal. aonm:rﬁ Lo individuals
anl many, poirticularly ihe wowen, feol teasdorly and sompassionataly
about him.  Thay must adwnys be caraful nek I«‘.n inflict undus nn=
noranca or z:arf‘f‘ﬂt‘ing on tha Fuashrar.
(22) titler's gbility to repmdiato his o songelence in
4 : ar-ivivy ot pelicienl degisions nas alimi'r';:ztml the {orce .hich
usually checks a:d comnlieates the [orward-going thoughts sad rago-
lutio:s of wost sovinlly respossible statesmen. Ilo tasz, L.erefore,
boaen able Lo take that course ol-actiou winich apreals to hi!n.na_
most el fective without :i‘.]l'lillf‘: his runehas. “'i-'l.m rozult Lias been
that oo wus f:"m_!u::mtl,‘; ontwitlod i ﬂ.d"i"{!'!‘ﬂ-.ﬂ.i“i;}ﬂ and atlnined end s
‘- vaiich 3‘!();I]E| rioL hkave Ih-on.'uczua ansily m':tni..ad by a noraal conrsa.
Ia‘-wnl";i;aleaa, it has nolped to iuild up tho mrth of His infalli-
hil..’tl:.y and irwincit;ility'. ..

(23). 3qually jmportent has been his ability to persuade

{ cbthers to repudiate their individual co-scionces and assumne tnab
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role himsolf. e can then decroe for Sie individunl w:at is
right and wro: g, permiszible or impermiscible and can use thenm

g . freely in the atbeinmet of his ovm-ends. Az Goerd ng ias snid;

"1 heévo no conscience. 1y coiseiance iz Adolph iitlaer.”

(24) Tuis sns enetled ditler ta -mka £:11 use of ter-

#

ror and mobilize the Faars of bthe veovle wi.ich ho wvalusted with

an almest unea:ny precision.

~ K "
(28) no ias tho sapacity for lenrning fiom obiars even

“ _ ] . _
though he may be vieleutly opposed Lo overythiap t:iay balieve aml

sbard Tors g0 use ol torror, for exwainle, hs says he learned
from the Jo unigts, $he use of slogans from the Catholic Chureh,

the use o rrommgasdn frow iho demooineias, obc.

(26) ie is a saster of kse »rb of rropazandn. Iudocke
writos:

"ile ins a aatchless instinet for taling ad-
ventege of overy Lresze te raifs » nelitienl
whirlwind. o official seandal was so potby
Chat ne conld mob wagnify it into hipgh trea-
gon; @ ¢old forreot out the mo=t dovicugly
ranified corruption iw high places and nlas-
vor tie Lown with the bad 2®ws.M (15Y)

51s privery rulas were: nover allow khe puilie to ool of ' rever

4

alait & foult er wrong; auver conceds tint Liore nay e sormoe r,ondl
in your enemy; never leave roon for alismaebives: aver rt:l: :.upt
. ulare; en canfl;m".u 0. 000 2namy ot n bire nad Llnse hia lor AVery=-
t!]'ilfif_,'l Cinl Zoes wrong; pdonl: will bLeliove a .ig lie soonar than
a little one; and il you Yafiet iU [roguantly Bnﬂli;‘,‘_.h peopla wil*l
soonar or lator beliuve it. |
I:I!?}; e Las the "aver sayr die” spirit. After sems of

nis sevorest sob-backs ha has vo=n able Lo gob his ivmediate nsso-
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:iqt:.‘-us togethnr and begin making plass for a "eome-back".
;;'vﬁn\‘ts wiiich woild ecrush mos b ixlividunsls, at% laast tamporarily,
seam  +:5 aet as stimulants Lo greabter 2 osts in Hitlery

thaso are some of Jiltler's ouwtstandiap talents end
capreitisgs. They hava aqah)?d Biw to attaia a nosition of un-
nrmed-ivntmi powar in an incredibly short reriod of time, over a
rarely used route. Lo ot'.c.r hezi in a high wnosition posseasses
these abilities in any comparable degroe =nd o semeatly they ‘
could ot displace nim in the minds of 'h: :tigzeg.

ilis associnbes recognize these cnoncibies in iiitler

. nnd thoy admire and respect his extreordinary loedership quali-
tias, marticularly the il'luece iie has over mm}!a.“ Ia eddition
they lowve hia for iis m.r;]r In;rmn oualitios wiion he is at his vest
amnc is enpgaj'ed in some important undertakinge. These are aspects
of fiitlor's parsonality wo should rever lose signt of when evalu-
ating .!l.ia neld or his asseeintes or on the German poople. e lns
a magnetic yuality a‘m-ut nim whicn, Logebner with his past accom-
nlisiments, wins the allegiance of pesorle and sesms to ro: them of
Eheir ecritical functions. It is n bo:d which does ot easily dig=
s0lva even in the I'a.cef of' evidonee that Le is net always wiat Le
pretends to.be - in Fact is more often Shan m:rfl;. the exact op_ﬂ-u-
: site.
Wo have ml?i.-.:n-.rac] Ilit!qr"‘s_ strength and i)l"iﬂf?..:f srortrayed

nis cuaracter when he is nt his oast. t is nowr Ltime to look at

ich is kaown only

b

the other side of his parsonality - bho sido vh
to those wio nre o [fnirly intivate torms with him.

-— -
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" ' "~ Perhaps the tryaast words thab Gﬁﬁb‘i)ﬂl.s avar wrote are;
"I'hip Mushirer does nob ehange. e iz the
sant agw a5 ¢ was wen he was a boy."
: (307) ‘
1l we glance ot his i:-og..r!mq:l o [Fisd that iiit er was far from e
model student. i ::i:udiag} vhat e vanbted So study and did fairly
+well ia thesa subjects. Things whieh did not interest him he sim-
ply ic ored evaa though hia marks ware "unsatisfactory™ or "fail-
ine”. For over a yenr »=lora his mother died, u: dii nobhing, as
far as can e daters®ned, exeent lio arount tne honse or oceasion-
ul\ly painting a fev water-colors. Al l:}mu,;gh thay were in di}}'ﬁcult
finaneinl eircumstarces he did nob sak work or Lry t;a improve himn=
self in schoel. iiw was self-willed, siuy mad inmctive. In Viemna,
af'tor itis mother died, he eontirued this patiorn aven Shouwsh ha
{ was Pracuenbly o the vergn ol starvation and reduced Lo begting on
the siracts. panisch, wio was his flop-housa i;.;ddy, m_uorés that
"he was aaver en srdent worier, ';:r*.s'umb] i 'r.cr nat up in the morn-
ling;, lnd dii‘fic:.lll;y in zetiing started and soemed to bo sufforing
from o paralysis of the will."™ As soon as ha had sold a picture
and had a little-mewey in his pocxet ue storped work and svont _hffs
time listening -t:l_o rarlinreat, readicg newspapers in the cales, or
dglivel:ir;g langbhy politienl dissertations to his -I"a.llms in the
hqstel- This ﬁahuvior he justifiod on the grouands that “wnlmust
haveo leisuro, he was neot a coplie." ‘fien ilanisch askod nim one day
what o wag weiting for, fitler replied: ! dm'!:-knw mysoll.”

As an adult he is still this littla boy vhon he is not

in dro of his active mowds. 1In 1951, Billing wrote:
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"Die imnsren Senwierigkoiten ainer Hegier-
ung, Hitlers werder in der Person iiitler
selbst liegen. liitler wird aicitt umhin
koennan, sichh an eine jerepelte Geistige
' Iaatipkeit zu gowoehnen." (828)

Ludecke (164) al s0 wrote:

"o hed o typieal Anatrian 13chlamperei’.
iie suffered from an all-cabraciag disor=-

- derlinesszes HNaturally this grew less in

Eine ui i the baginainy iC was appar-
ant i:x everything."

It w3 indesd 50 .appn:'ant tint early in the hWistory of the =ove-
mant tha party engoped s secratary whose duty it wes to keep Lrack
of hitler and sea Lo it Bhat ‘o MI1f911ed Lis dutles and oblipa-
tions. I'x‘hq__.:mvc waz oaly pertially spccessful, howoveri "Hitloer
wus alwe; s on the o it raroly on time" (Ludocke, 188). e is
s$bill rarely c;. time pnd [reguently keeps importunt foreipn diple-

mabs es woll as kis owm stali’, wniting ior cousiderable poricls of . .-

t imoe.

28 iz unable to mainbain eny kind of 4 mrking_ sohodule,
{18 nows are mnls':t irregular avd Yo may go to bed any bLire Lobtweon
:r.idnig;i'-t. and seven o'clock in the morniap and get up anywrera from
nine o'elock in t‘lbr: morning and two i= the altermoon. In later
vanrs tl;ha.li;mu*s tended to pgab later and ik =ns unumal, just be-
fore the war, for him tt.) go to bed before deybreak. The night,
hovexar, 1:';'1:5 rot sr‘-!:;nﬁ iu workiyy: as his rropagnrde azants allepe
but in viewiag ore or two feature movies, eaxilass nowsreels, 1is-
tening bto musie, antart&‘.ning, Film stars or just sit in; eround

chatling with his staflfs lic soemed to have a violant dislike for

going to bed ro bLoing alone. Fremently, he would ring for his
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. ad jubants in the middle of the night affer his guests Wl pone

homa and dama!ﬁ"ch:st thay sit up and telk to him. Tt was nobt
that he ha& anything to say and often the ad jutants would fal
asleap listening to hiw tall alont nc;thirz;; of importance. As .
long as ome of them remaired awake, however, he would not be of=
fended. Thare was an unwrittan law among his imaediate staff
nevar to ask 2 question ab thuse enrly morning sessions because
to do so :td;;ht-gat iitler of ' o: anotner subjoct and foree thom
Lo remin for another houls

Hitlar slaeps very badly aad “as beon in the haslt for
some ;.-"'éurs of tmking a sloaping paw-:iar every night bofora retir-
ing. 1t is possible thal ho demords sowoone to 8 wth him in
the hopa t;1at the powder will take effect and ho will e ovor-
coma with sleen. jiis tehavier, however, is not in keaping with
this hypetheszis I{.‘or a2 sarries ou a monelogue and [requortly gets
vary r';'luch stirred up about tha tonics This is hnrd ly coxducive to
slaap and wo must suppose Liabt tiore is sowe otier raason for his
lato hours. Bven wfter he has dismissed his ad jubant 5;1d roas to

L]

bed a usuamlly takes an araful of illustrated }nrfzmiicals with
him. These ara usually agazines wi th picturas»'fconanning: naval
and military matters and American wagnzines are usually iacluded..
shirer (280) reports that hehas been infor=od thnt since tho war
broke out lTiblar hins bean keepins bel-ar hours and r:glarly has
his first breakfast al seven A.i« ard his secord breakfast at nine
Aviie This may have besn so during the early dsla;,fa of tho war but

it is vory doubtful that iitler could i-:-ﬂﬂp. up this schedule for any

length o time,
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denschning (275) claims that #itler nas a bed compulgion vhiidh
dan;&nds ‘Gha;.t the bed Dbz made in § mrtienlar way with the uilt
folded according Yo a rroseribed pattern and thpt a man wmst “.mkﬁ
tha bed, befors e can go to slesp. We have no obher information
on this mbjeect but from his gensrel psychologiesnl stnicture such
e, compulsion would be rossibls.
dis workisng: day befors tno war wnas etmally diserderly.
xauschning reports, "no does not Zuowr how 1;1;5 work standilys. In-
deed, e is iicapibla of working.” iie dislikes desk work and-
aeldom gl_.a:rnsas at the piles of reports which aro placed on his
desk daily. No matter how important ¥ eruony B3 or how mich
his ad jutants may urge him Lo attend to the particuler matier, he
" refuses to take thom seriously unless it hapnens Lo be a project
shich interests him. On tho whols, for reperts interest him un-
" lass they deal witl; mil:itbary or naval affairs or pelitical mat-
ters. lie goldom sits in u‘. cabinet metfng; heoause thay h--::ra.‘:llim.
On sevaral ﬁﬂﬁaﬁiﬂ:'lﬁ-?:!iﬂl:l sufficient mroessuro was brﬁaghb to ‘imur
ho d*:fl attewd but gob up abruptly duris: the session and laft
without apologye Lan_l;,it was discoverad thakb 1:9 had oo to his
pfivnt_-iy threnter and had the-operator shor sowe film that he par-
ticular'lg:r liked. On the vhole, lio vralers to disenss calinst mat -

ters with oach member in porson and then commpiecate his decision

-
L

to the group as a whola.
' lile has & plsa:i,oﬁ i‘or I;}u; 1at'ast ]IIEJ‘L‘.I'S and 1:0:'" photographs
of hiwsedf., If Hofflman:u, tre official farty photoé;rnpémr, e p-
pens to appear or someons naprons to enter his office with g ﬂm’m'-‘
. | ll paper ng will interrupt tho most impertant -peting in order to sean

L
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through them. Very frequently s bacomes so absorbed in Lhe

wws or in his owm photogrepns tiat "o completely forgets the
L

topic under discussion. Ludecka (165) writaes:

Vi

"iven on ordinary days in those tines,
it was alioet imrossible to keap Hit-
lar concentrated r: o Toins. liis
quick mind woull run awmy with the &alk,
or his attention would be distracted b-
the swdide., ‘Ii:-.cmrm-;f of Eha newspaper

. . end o wonld stop to read it avidly, or
e would interrupt your carofully pree
parad rovert with o doag sieech sz though
you woro a4 eudioncess..”

" Al iianfstasngl royorts that "kis staff is usually in despair on
account of' his procrasbinations... ile over tales their protests in
:his respect vory seriowsly and usunally brushos thon aside tyy say-
ing, 'Frovlews aro 10t solved nr gotiing Midgaty. If the Sime is
ripe, the rattar will Lo settled ons way or another.'™ (69%)

Althoupn nitler trias ko pras‘ént Wirsall nn a wory daci-
Slve dndividusl who never hesitates when he iz eonfrocted vy a dif-
fieult situstion, he is umally for from it. Tt is at Just these
Limes thnt his vrocrastination hecomss mosk warked. At such times
it is almos* impossible Lo ';;;a-t him to take action on amything. iio
stays wary much by himself and is Lroguently slwo:t inscrossible
to his immediate staff. o often becowmas depressed, is in bad
humor, talks litlle, awl prafers to road = hoak, logk nt movies or
play with architcetural modak. Aceording te the Dutch rerert
(656) nis hesitation to act is not due te divergent views among

his advisors. At such times, he saldom'pnys vory much attention

to them and praflers aoct to discuss tha matter,
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C.

* ®ihat ‘is knovm as tho ﬂnsi:ar;,ﬁ of material

| wes gaite uni-porteat To niim. o gquickly
bacame impatient if the details of = probe

lem ware brousht to him. le wms greatly

—— adverse to oxperta' and nad 1ittle regard

for their opinion. l!ie lookod upen them
as mere “acks, as rnghecleansrs -nd color
g_l":'l.nrlut‘snau'l [259)
! - . - \_ - L3 .
Un so~a occasio s na uns vean knovn to leave lerlin without a
G o B . ! ;
word sn! o Lo erchtesgedon whore bo spords his time walking in
; - F
thoe country entirely Ly hisself. apusenming, who has net him on

snch oceasions, savs:

"lie recognizes nebedy then. He wints to

be ¢lone. Thers are Limes vhen he lecs ,
from haman socieby.? (275) ;

aoelmn (176) freguently said, "Usually Lu solves suddenly, at the
¢
|

very last minute, a situation thad “ns bacome iatolerable and

4=

dangoroas only because he vacillates and procraustinates g

It is dwring trese reriods of inactivity that littlar is

waising for his "inner voice" to guide him. iie does not think

"

the problem through in a normal way bwt waits uati) the selutien

is presented Yo hime. To kauschning no snid:

"inlass I have thoe incorruptible comvic-
Lion: This is the solution, I do nothinge.
{ let even il Lhe vholo party tried te drive
ma to action. 1 will net act; I will wait,
no matier vihnt haprens, “pub i tha veice
speaks, tren I know the Yime has come to
nct.* (268) o e '

These poricds of indecision Hday Inst frem a lew days to

several woeks. If ho is f,duced te talk about Ehe provlem during

this tive he becomes ill-nature ond vad-termored. lcwvever, when
the solvtion kas been given o him wa has a ;roat desire to ex-
oyl

prass himsoll. ile than calls ia his edjutertc «ald %oy msh sit

avd 1égios 2o 8l . wabi) "4 is Finis od 10 uaklor wimi Lime. it Lgp -
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pens to be. On these ococasions he does not want them to guestion ‘

him or even to understand him. It seems that he Just wants to

talk.

After this recital to his adjutants Hitler calls in his

advisers and informs tham of his decision. When he has finished

L1

they are fres te express their opinions. If Hitler thinks that

or;o of these opinions is worthwhile he will listen for a long
time but usually these opinions have little influence on his deoli=
sion when this st;;ga has bsen reashed. Only if someons susceeds
in introduoing new t‘mtm-g is there any possibility of getting
him to cha.n.gu his mind. If someone vwnloes the opinion that the
proposed plan is too diff'icult or onerous he becoms axtrsmely
angry and fregquently says:

"I do not loock for people having olever

idoas of thelr own but rather peaople

who are clever in finding wayas and means

of carrying out my ideas.” (654)

As soon as he has the solution t“o a problem his mood
changes very radiocally. He 1s again the Fuehrer we have desoribed
at the beginning of this section.

';He is very cheerful, jokes all the time

and does not give ‘anybody an opportunity
. to speak, while he hiluolf makes fun of

everyhody."
This mood lasts throughout the psriod when necessary work has been

dones. As soon as the requisite orders hnra been givem to put‘- ‘the

~ plan :I.nto exeoution, however, Hitler asems to lose intarnt in it.

He benmes perfectly oalm, o-_uoupius himself with other matters and

sleeps umsually I:mg'.' hours. (854)
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This is a very furﬂamuﬁnll'};‘r_ai‘.b in Hitler's charao~
ter structure. He does not think t.hinga out in a logical and
consiatent fashion, gathering all avallable information pertie
and then weighing the evidence pro and con for sach of them be=
fore raachir::g a decision. Hlia mental processss operate in re-
verse. Instead of studying the problem as an intallectual would
do he avoids it and occuples himself with other things unt!l un-
conscious processes furnish him with a sclution. Having the solu=
tion he then begins to look for facts which will prove that it is
oorreot. In this procedurs he is very olaver and by the time he
presents it to.his associates, it has the appuaraﬁuo of a rational
judgment. Nevertheless, his thought processes prodeed from the -

emotional to the factual instead of .sterting with the facts as an

' intelleotusl normally doss. It is this characteristie of hia

thinking process which makes it diffioult for ordinary people to

understand Hitler or to predict his future .a.otionu. His orienta-

tion in this respect is that of an artist and not that of a states-

man.

Although Hitler has besn axl;ramly successful in using
this inspir:tiof;al technique in determining his course of netic;n ]
(and we are ro_:éinded of his following his sourse with the preci-
sion of a sloep-walker) it is not without ita shortoomings. He be=
oomes dependent on his inner Euidn wiioh makes for unprediotabllity

on the one hand and rigidity on the other. The résult is that he

oannot modify his course in the face of unexpeoted developments or

A g

J
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, firm opposition. Strasser (297) tells ua that:

"When he was then omfronted ty oontra=
dictory facts he was left floundering.”

And Roehm saya that theres ist: !

- "No system in the exeoution of his

] thoughts. He wants things his own
way and gets mad when he strikes
firm opposition on solid groupd.”
(176)

This rigldity of mental funotioning ia obvious even in ordinary
everyday inkarviews. When an unexpscted question is asked, he is

completely at a loass Lochner (164) suppliss us with an axosllent

L

desoription of this reacticnt

"I saw this seemingly super-self-

confident man aoctually blush when I

broached the thema of German -Ameriocan

relationss.ss This evidently ocaught

him off-guard. He was not used to

having his infallibility challenged.

For a moment he blushed liks a sshool-

boy, hemmed and hawed, then stammered

an embarrassed somsthing about having

_ 80 many problams to ponder that he
had not yet had time to take up Ameri-
G’,--
Almost everyone who has written about Hitler has com=
mented upon his rages. These are wellknown to all of his assooiates
~and they have'learnsd to fear them. The desoriptions of his be-

havior during these rages vary mna'idﬂruh-iv- The more extrems des-
oriptions olaim that at the olimax he Yolls on the floor and chews
on the oarpsts. Shirer (279) reports that in 1338 he did this so
often that his associates frequently referred to him as "Teppich-
fresser®., Not one of our 1nfnr:pntu who has been close to Hitlaf,
people like Hanfstmengl, Strasser, Kauschning, Hohenlohe, Friede-
linde Wagner, and Ludecks, have ever seen him bshave in this man=-

ner. Moreover they all are firmly oonvinoed that this is a gross
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exaggeration and the informant of the Dutch Legatiom (6_5»5) say s

that this aspect must bs relegated to the domain of "Greuslmaerchen.”
Even without this added touch of chewing the earpet, his

behavior is still extremsly violent and shows an utter lack of emo-

tional control. In the worst rages he unloubtedly acts like a

spoiled child whe cannot hqi'a his omn way and bangs his fists m

the tables and walls. He soolds and shouts and stammers and on

some cccasions foaming saliva gathers in the corners of his mouth.

Reuschning, in deseribing one of these uncontrolled exhilitions,

sRys!

"He was an alarming sight, his hair dis-
hevelad, his eyes fixed, and his face
distorted and purple. I feared that he
would collapse or have a stroke." (I10)

It must not be supposed, however, that these rages ocour
only when he is crossed on major issues. (n the contrary, very in-
signiﬂnant matters might call out this roamction. In genoral they
ars brought on whenever anyone contradicts him, when there is un-
pleasant news for whish he might feel responsible, whem there 1ia

o ;
any skeptioism oancerning his judgment or when a situation arises
in which his infallibility might be challesngsd or belittled. Von
Wiegand (492) reports that among his staff there is a tastic under=
standing:

"For Gnd*.v; sake don't excits the Fushrer =- "
whioch means do not tell him bad news -= do

not mention things whioch are not as he cone

caives them to be."

Voigt (691) says that:
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"Close collaborators for many years 7
sald that Hitler was always like this - 9
that the slightest diffioculty or ob= '
stacle could make him scream with rage.

i-tl-

Many writers .hnliwo that these rages are just play
acting. There 1s much to be said for t;hiu point of wiew since
Hitlnr'n first roactinn to the unpleasant situation is not 1n-
dignation, as one mld ﬂ-rdin&rily expect under these olircum=
stances. He goes off into a rage or tirade without warning.
Similarly, when he has finished, there is no aftermath. He im=-
med iatesly cools down and begins to tu.lk about other matters in a
perfectly oalm tone of voies me though nothing had happened. Oc-
oasionally he will look around sheepishly, as if to see if ary =
one is laug,hing. and then proceeds with other matters, withuut
‘the ulightut traoe of resentment.

Soms of his closest associatps have felt that he in- -
duces these rages consoiously to frighten those abaut him.
Rauschning (261), for example, says it is a:-

"esotoohnique by which he would throw
his dutire enmtourage into confusion by

whll-timed fits of rege and thus make
N them more submissive.®

Strasser (377) also believes this to be the case for he says:

"Rage and abuss became the favorite
weapons in his armory."

This is not the time to enmter imto a detailed di soussion aoncern=
ing the nature and purposs of the .rngn. It is mfrioionﬁ, for
the present time, to realize that hie assooistes are ;mll_ AwWATr®
that Hitler can and does bghn.v.n in this way. It is a part of

the Hitler thoy know and are foroed to deal with. We may point
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out, hn_-}mr. that they are not oonsoious aoting alone since it
is quite impossible for an motor to actually become purple in the
faoe unless he really is in a.ra amotional state.

There are many other aspests of Hitler's perionality,
as 1t 1z known to his asscolates, whish do not fit into the ple-
ture of the Fushrer as it is presemted to the German people. A
few of the more important of these merit mention. Hitler i
represented as a man of great courage, with nerves of steel ;uho
always is in complets control of every situation. Nevarthelesa,
he often runs away from an unpleasant, unexpected or diffiuul-t

sifuation. &

Bayles (2) reports two inoidents that illustrate this
reaction: |

"Particularly noticeabls is his inabllity
to cops with unexpected situations, this
having been amisingly revealed when he
laid the cornerstone of the House of Ger-
man Art in Munich. On this oocasion he
was handed a dainty, roococco hammer for de-
livering the three traditional strokes to
the cornerstone, but not realizing the
fragility of the rocoso, he brought the
hammer down with such foros that at the
very first stroke it broke into bits. Then,
instead of waiting for another hammer, Hit=
ler completely lost his compdsure, blushed,
locked wildly about him in the manner of a
small boy caught stealing jam, and almost

- ran from the acene leaving the cornerstone
unlaid. His enjoyment of the Berlin Olym=
plc Games was completely spoilt when a fan='
‘atical Dutch woman who had achieved a per-
sonal presentation suldenly clasped him in
two hefty arms and tried to kiss him in
plain view of 100,000 spectators. Hitler
could Mot regain his composure or stand the L
irreverent guffaws of foreign visitors, amd
loft the Stadium."

L]
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This type of behavior is illustrated even more olearly in rela-
tion to Gregor Strasser because the occasion was one of extreme
importance to Hitler. Strasser threatened to split the Party if
a definite program could not be agresd upon. Hitler avoided the
situation as leng a;hn posaibly could in the hope that something
might happen, that the situation would somshow solve itself. When
!;t did not he agruud to Strasser's demand for a meeting in Leipzig
at which their differences could be thrashed out. Strasger was
in the restaurant at the appointed hour. Hitler came late. Hardly
had he sat down to the table when he excused himself in order to'.
go to the tollet. Strasser waitei for some time and when Hitler
did not return he began making inguiries. To his amarement he
disoovered that instemd of going to the toilet Hitler had aslipped
out of the back door and driven back to Munich without discussing a
single point. (378) . |
Heiden (527) also tells us that in 1923 he was in con=

ferencs with Ludendorff when hs suddenly rushed off without as'
mich as an apology. In the spring of 1932 he ran out on a meat=
ing of the Verband Bayrischer Industrieller befors which he was to
speak. This group was not kindly disposed t§ him but it was im-
imrte.nt for Hitler to win them over. He got up to speak:

"..or stookt, sisht suf den Tisch, Schweigen

alles sieht sich verbluefft an. Peinliche

Mimuten. Flostrlich dreht asish Hitler auf

dom Absatz um und geht ohne ein Wort an die

Tuer.*
The same thing happened a year later when, m Chancallor, he was to

speak to the Reichsverbamd der Deutschen Presse. Again he uﬁuﬂ

opposition in the group and again he fled from the scens. Olden
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"Das ist ein Triock, den der Fushrer
, noch oft anwenden wird: wern die §ite-
" uation peinlich wird, versteockt er asich.”

At other times, when hs finds himself in difficult

situations, the great dictator who prides himself on his decisive~

ness, hardneas, and other lesdership qualitiss, Lreaks down amd

weaps like a ohild appealing for sympathy. Rauschning (267)

writes:

"In 1934 as in 1932 he complained of

the ingratitude of the German people in ,
the sobbing tones of a down-at-the-hesl
musio=hall performeri A weankling who
accused and sulked, appesaled and im-
plored, amd retired in wounded vanity
(*If the Germn people don't want mei?)
instead of acting.”

Otto Strassar reports that on one occasion:

"He seired my hamds, as he hesd done two

years before. His voice was choked with
'8sobs, and tears flowed down his ohesks."
(381) .

Heiden (280) reporting a scene at which the Party leaders were

q . : i
waiting for the arrival of Gregor Strasser:

-

"tNever would I have believed it of

Strasser,! he (Hitler) dfled, and he
laid his head on the table and sobbed.
Tears camo to the eyes of many of those
present, as they saw their Fushrar weep=-
ing. Julius Streicher, who had been
snubbed by Strasser [or years, called
out from his humble place in the back-
grourd ¢ *Shameful that Strasser should
treat our Fushrer like thati'®

In extremsly difficult situations he had openly thyeat-

ened to commit suicide. GSomebimes it sesms that he uses this as a

form of blackmail while at othsr times the situation seems to be

more than he can bear. During the Beer Hall Putsah he asld to the
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of ficials he was ho‘.ding as prisoners:

“Thers are still five bullets in my

pistol = four for the traitors, and

one, if things go wrong, for myself."

(253)
Ho.a.lso threatensd to oommit sulcide before Mrs. Hanfstasngl
directly after the failure of ths Putsch, while he was hiding
from the police in the Hanfstaengl home. Again in Landsberg he
went on a hunger strike and threatened to martyr himself - an
imitation of the Mayor of Cork. In 1930, he threatensl to com-
mdt suleclde after the strange murder of his niece, Geli, (302)
of whom we shall speak later. In 13932, he a;nin‘ threatened to
carry out this action if Strasser split the (BB]'Part_r. In
1933 he threatensd to do so if he was not appointed Chanosllor
(63), amd in 1936, he pronised to do so if the Occupation of the
Rhineland falled. (255)

These, however, are relatively infrequent exhibvitiona
although his asaocliates have learned that they are always a pos=
sibility and that it is wise not to push the Fuehrer too far.
Hoﬁ frequent are his depressions about which a gresat deal has |
besn -rittan. 1It is osrtain that he does have very desp dapres=-
sions from time to time. ﬁurint his years in'Vioﬁnn (190?-1912),
i ‘t.ftar his mother's death, he undoubtedly suff'ered from them a

groat deal. Hanisch repnrl:ﬁ (64):

*I have naver sesn such helpless lofti’h.g
down in distress.”

It is probably alse true that he suf fered from depressions during

the war as Mend (198) reports.
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After the death of his nelce, Geli (1930), he alsoc
woent into a severe depression which lasted for some time. dragar
Straaser actually feared that he might ocommit suiocide dbring this
paricd and mysg,-w‘ith him for ssveral days. There is soma evi-
dence (Strasser, 302) that he actually tried to do so and was pre-
vented from carrying it out. It is also interesting to note that
for several ysars after her death he wemt into a de;,;muion dur=
ing the Christmas holidays and wmderagi around Germary alone for
days on end (937).

Rauschning gives uc a wvivid desoription of his condition

|~ after the Blood Purge of 1934. He writes (716):

"Aber zunaechst maohte eauch er niocht den Ein-
druck des Siegers. Mit gedunsenen, verserr=
ten Zuegen sass er mir gegenueber, ala lch
ihm Vortrag hielt. 3S5eine Augen waren erlos=-
chen, or sah mich nicht an. Er splelte mit
selen Pipgern. Ich hatte nicht den Eindruck,
dass or mir zuhoerte....Washrend der ganzen
Zeit hatte ich den Einmdruck, dass Ekel, Usber=
druss und Verachtung in ihm herumstritten, und
dasa er mit seinen Gedanken ganz we anders war
"es+ss Ich hatte gehoert, er sollte nur noch stusge
derweise schlafen koennen... Naochta irrte er
ruhelos umher. Schlafmittel halfen nicht...
Mit Weinkraempfen sollte er aus‘dem kurrzem
Schlaf sufwachen. Er hastte sich wiederholt
erbrochen. Mit Schusttelfrost habe er in
Decken gehuellt im Sessel gesessen...Einmal
wollte er alles erleuchtet und Menschen,

viel Menachen um sich haben; im gleichen Au=
genblick haette eor wieder neimanden sshen
wollenssss™

These ware major orises in his life and we can asmume that they
probably rspruorz"t his worst depressions. Undombtedly he very fre=-
quently has minor ones when he withdraws from his nsat;ahtas and
broods h;l.rlhinult‘, or periods when he refuses to ses amyone and is

irritable and impatient with those arvund him. On the whole, how-
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over, it appears that the reporte of Hitler's depressioma have
besn grossly exaggerated. Not one of our informents who has had
close contact with him has any knowledge of hiz ever retiring teo
a nmﬁrium during '.annh times and there is only one souroe whioch
indiocates that he ever sought psychiatric help and that was not '
accopted. We must assume that the many reports that have flour-
ished in the newspapers have been plants by the i-lui"'Prnpugmda
agencles to lure us into false axpﬂatntiana;-.

There are a mumber of other reapects in which Hitler
does not appear before his asgooiates as the self-confident Fueh~
rer he likes to belisve himself to be. One of the most marked of
these is his behavior in the presence of mocepted muthority. in=
der these cirounstances he is obvlcusly nervous and very ill-at-

_ease. Many times he is downright dutmissive. As far back as
1923, Ludecke (166) reports that: X
*In confersnce with Poshner, liitler sat
with his felt hat orushed shapeless ‘in
his handa. His mien was almost humble..."
Fromm (371) writes that at a dinner:
"Hitler's sagerness to obtaln the good
graces of the princes present was sub=-
Ject to much comment. He bowed and
clicked and all ut knelt in his zeal to
please oversized, ugly Princess Luise
von, Sachsen-Msiningsn, her brother, hered-
itary Prince George, and their sister,
Grand Duchess of Sachsen-Weimar. Beaming
in his servile attitude he dashed person-
d elly to bring refresshments from the hufe
. fet."
On his visit to Rome, Huss (408) writes: - .
"When leading Queen Helene in Rome he was

like a fish out of water. He didn't knor
what to do with his hands.®
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To Hindenburg, he was axtremely submiasive. Pictures taken of
their mectings illustrate his attituds very clsarly. In some -
of them it loocks almost as though ha were about to kiss the
President's hand. Flannery (698) also reports that when Hitler
first et Petain he tork him by the arm and escerted him to hias
car. Hanfstaengl (912) reports that he found Hitler outside ths
door of the banquet hall in which a dinner and reception were
belng given to the former Kalser's wife. He was unable to bring
himself to go in and meet her Highneas alone. When Hanfstaengl
finally persusded Hitler to go im ho was so 111 at ease that he
could only stammer a few words to Hermine amd then excused him=
self. Many other examples oould be cited. From the weight of
ovidenos 1t seems certain that Hitler does lose his self-confidence
badly when he is trought face to face with an accepted authority
of high standing, particularly royalty.

This subservient attitude is also obvious in his use of
titles. This is well desoribed by Lania (148) reporting on Hit-
lerts trial:

"In the course of his peroration he came
to speak of Generals Ludendorff and von
Seeckt; at mich momants, he stood at at-
tontion and trumpeted forth the word s

- "General' and 'Exoellency'. It made mo
difference that one of the generals was
on his side, while the other, won 3eeckt,
Commander-in-Chief of the Reichswehr, was
his enemy; he abandonsd himself entirely
to the pleasure of pronouncing the highe
sounding titles. He never said 'Genaral
Seeckt', he gald 'His Excellenoy Herr
Colonel General won Seeckt!, letting the

~words melt on his tangue and savoring

their after-taste.”

Many others have alasoc commented on this tendency to use the full
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_titla. It also fite in with his very submissive bshavior to
his officers during the last war which has been commented upon
by several of his comrades. It seems safe to assume that thig
is u.lfimdamonbul trait in his character whioch becames lees obvi-
. : cus as he climbs the ladder but is pi'aaemt nevertheless.
The Fushrer is also i1l at ease in the company of diplo-

mats and avolds contact with them as much as possible. Fromm

(369) deseribes his behavior at a diplomatio dinner in the follow-

ing words: .

"The ocrparal seemsd to be ill at ease, awk-
ward and moody. His eoat-tsils embarrassed
him. Again ard again hie hard fumbled for
the encouraging support of his sword belt.
Each time he missed the famlliar cold am
bracing support, his uneasiness grew. He
crumpled his handkerchief, tugged it, role
led it, just plain atage-fright.”

Henderson {124} writea:

"It will always be a matter of regret to me
that I was never able to study Hitler in
private life, as this might haws given me
the chance %Yo see him under normal condi=-
tions and to talk with him as man to man.
Exoept for a few brief words at chance
meetings, I never met him except upon of-

. ficial, and invariably disagreoabls,
.business. He never attended infomal par=
ties at which diplomats might be present,
and when friends of mine did try to arrange
it, he always got out of mesting me in such
a manner on the ground of precedent... But
he always looked self-conscious when he had
to entertain the diplomatic ocorps, which hap=
pensd normally thres times ‘a ysar.”

Hitler also bescomes nervous and tends to loss his compo-
sure when he has to meet newspapermen. Being a genius of propagan=
de he realizes the power of the press in influeneing publ o opin-

ion and he always provides the press with choice seats at all
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ceremonies. m‘nn it eomes to interviews, however, he feols him=
self on the defensive aml insists that the quaestiona be sutmit-
ted in advance. When the interview takes place he is ables to
maintain considerable poise becauss he has his mswers prepared.
gven then he gives no oppoertunity to ask for further clarifica-
tion beocause he immsdiately launches into a lengthy d issertation,
which somatimes d;valnpa into a tirasde. When this is finilhﬁ:i;
the interview is over (Oschener, 666).

He 15:@150 ‘terrified when he is called upon to speak
to intellectuals (Wagner, 487) or any group in which he feels
opposition or the possibility cf eriticism.

Hitl.ar'la ad justrent to people in general is very poors.
He is not really on intimate terms with any of hils asscoiates.
Hess is the only asscoiate, with the possible exception of |
Strelcher, who has ever had the privilegs of addressing him with
the familiar "Du®. Even Gosring, Gosbbsls and Himmler mist ad-
dress him with the more formal "Sis* although each of them would
undoubtedly be willing to sacrifice his right hand for the privi-
lege of addressing him in the informal menner. It is true that
wtside of his official family there are a few poeple in Germany,
nntahl_;,r Mre. Bechstein and the Winifred Wagnsr family who address
him as "Du” and call him by his niokname, "Wolf™, 't:ut;-won these
ars fow and f.ur betwean. On the iymia, he glwu‘ya maintairs &
considerable distance from other pesple. Ludecke, who was vofy
olose to him for a while, writes: |

"Bven in his intimate and coxy moments, I

sensed no attitude of familiarity towards
him on the part of his staff; there was
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‘always a gprtein distance about him,

that subtle quality of aloofnesses.”
3 (180).
And Fry (677) says:

"He lives in the midst of many men and
yot hs lives alone.®

; It is well-known that he camnot carry on a normal con=
. veraation or di??ulsibn with people. Even if only ame person 1s
present he msthc all the talking. His manner of. speech soon
loaas n:w conversational qualities it might have hal and takes
.on all the oh;rmteriatius of "a leoture and may sasily devslop
into a tirade. He simply forgets his companions u.ru:i bshaves as
~ though he wero addressing a mltitude. Strasser (297) has given
a good, brief description of hls manner:
"Now Hitler drew himaelf erect and by the
far-away look in his eyes ghowed plalnly
that he was not speaking merely to mej
he was addressing an imsginary audience
that stretched far beyond the walls of
the living room."”

This 18 not only true in connsotion with political mat-
ters. Even when he is alons with his ad jutants or i.ma&iato |
staff and tries to be friemdly he s unable to emter into a give-
and-take oonversation. At times he seams to want to get oloser
to people and relates personal experiences, such as, "When I was
in Vienna,"” or "When I wasg in the Army,". But under these oircum-
itnncol, too, he insisgts on doing all ‘t.;ha talking .und always re-
peats the sare stories. over and over again in a:imctly the some

form, almost as though he had memorired them. The glst of moat

of these storjes is oontained in MEIN KAMFF. His friends have

‘Il
]
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all heard them dozens of times tut this dces not deter him from

' repeating them again with great emthusismsm. Nothing but the

most superficial aspeots of these sxperiences are ever touched

upon. It seems as though he is unable to give more of himself..

‘than that (Hanfstaengl, 898).

Price (230) says: "When more than two people are pre-
sent, oven though they are his intimate circle, there is nc gen-
eral discourse. Either Hitler talks and they listen, or slse
they talk among themselves and Hitler site silent." Armd this is
the way it seoms to be. He is not at all anncyed when members
of the group talk to each other unless of course he feels like
doing the talking himself. But ordinarily he seems to enjoy
listening to others while he makes basllove that he is attending
to something else. Nevertheless, he owerhears everything which
1s being said and often udes it later on. (Hanfstaengl, 914)
Howaver, he does not give oredit to the individual from whom
he has learned it and simply gives it out as his om. Rausche
ning (266) sayst

"He has always been a poseur. He remembera
things that he has heard and has a faculty
for repeating them in such a wgy that the
listener is lend to believe tliat they are
his own."

heoshm also oomplained of this:

"If you try to tell him amything, he knows
‘everything already. Though he often does
what we advise, he laughs in our faces at
the moment, and later does the very thing
a8 1f it were all his own idea dnd crea-

tion. He doean't even seem to be sware
of how dishonest he is." (176)

d’:_‘.‘lﬂﬂ w "l‘ "'.I'Il....

L & |
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Anothar one of his tricks whioh drives people and

.particularly his assooiates to distraction is his capaoity for
forgetting. This trait hgm besen commented upon so much that it
scarcely needs mentioning here. We all know how he can say some-
thing one dn;,r'm_:nd o fow days later say the opposite, complstely
oblivious of his earlier statemsnt. He doss not only do this i
-oonnection with international affairas but also with his oclosest
associates. When they show their dia.nuxy and call his attention
to the inconsistency he flies off into a rage and demands to
know if the other person thinks he is a liar. Evidently the
ntlmr: ]if-i‘gcung-.ﬂniu.hnve also learned the trick, for Rauschning
dou i (286) S v

b
- e o

{ _ i
P iy _"Most of the Ngxis;with Hitler at their
head, lit:ﬁthrgﬁ, like hysterical
I women, & ing they have no desire to
remsmber."

3 : : 4

Although Hitler almost invariably introduces a few hum-
orous elements into his speeches and gives the impression of con=
aidgrablo wit, he seoms to lack any real senss of humor. 'He can
never take a joke on himself. Heyst (600) aays, "He 1is unable to
purify hie gloomy self with aulr-i:;ow and humor.® Von Wiegand
(492) saye he is extremely sensitive to ridicule and Huss aays
(408), “He takes himself seriously lﬁ.nd will flare up in a tempera-
mental rag‘o at the loast impin;nﬁant by act or attitude on the
dignity and holiness of state and Fuehrer." When everything is
golng well he amoth_na getes into a gay and whimsical mood in a
eircle of close friends. His humor then is confined almost

whuliy to a kind of teasing or ribbing. The ribbing is usually
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in connection with alleged love affairs of his assoociates Wt
are never vulgar and only hint at sexual fastors (Hanfstasngl,
910). Friedelinde Wagner provides us with an example of his
tuuing.- é;uu"ing and Goehbels ‘l;ero both 'prusa'nt at the time
that he sald to the Wagner family:

EVE "You all know what a wolt is and an ame

, - pore, don't you? Right. But do you
I _ know what a goebbels, a goering are? A
J;,'f ] goebbels ig the amount of nonsense a

man oan spsak in an hour and a goering
is the amount o1 metal that can be pin-
< v ‘ ned on a man's breast.® (632)

His other form of humor is mimicking. Admost every=-
one oonoedes that he has great talemt along these lines am he
frequently mimios his associates in their presence mlph to the
amusenent of everyone excspt the viotim. lie alsoc loved to mimio
Sir Erie Phipps and later Chamberlain.

Hitler's poor adaptation to people is parhaps most ob-
vious in his ralationa to women. Since he hac become a politi-
ﬁal figure, his name has besen linked with a gfﬂ&t mAny women,
particularly in the foreign press. Although the German publiec
seem to kmow very little about this phase of his li-.f., his asao=-
ciates have seen a great deal of it and the topic is always one
for all kinds of oonjeoturss. Roughly speaking, his relations to‘
women fall into three cntogcriu; (a) much oldor women; (b) a0~
tresses an:l passing fancies, and (o) more or less enduring rela-
tionships. |

A« As oarly as 1920 Frau Carola Hofman, a 61 year old

widow, took him under her wing and for years played the part of
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foster mother. Then ‘came Fran Helena Bechstein, the wife of
the famous Eerlin plano mﬁn&urﬁ, who took over the role.
She spent large quantities of money on Hitler in the early days
of the Party, introduced him to hor social circle and lavished
maternal affection on him. She often said that she wished that
Hitler were her som and while he wng imprisoned in Landsberg
sho claimed that she was his sdopted wother in order that' she
might visit him. Strasser (300) says that Hitler would aften ~
sit at her feet and lay his hesd against her bosom while sie
stroked his halr tenderly and rurmured, "Mein Woelfchen®™. Sinoce
he eame to powsr things have not gone so smoothly. She seemed

to find fault with everything he did and inuld scoeld him unmerci-
fully, even in public. According to Fr’ioﬂal_;m- Wagner {9:-39),-

she is the one person in Germany who oan carry on a monologue in

 Hitler's pressnce ard who would actually tell him what she

thought. During these viclent scoldings Aitler would stand there
1ike an abashed achoolboy who had commit-ed a miademeanor. Ao-

cording to Henfstasngl, Mrs. Bechstein had groomed Hitler in the

_nxpac‘bation that he would marry her deughter, Lottis, who was

far from attractive. Qut of sense of obligation, Hitler did  ask

' Lo_t_::t:lu, tut was refused, (904). MNrs. Bechsteln was _d.imumolat;

over the failurs of her plans and began to criticice Hitlerts

sooial reforms as well as his actions. Nevartheless, Hitler made

_duty oalls fairly regularly even though he postponed them as long

as posasible (939).

Then thers was also Frau Vietoria von Dirksen, who 1s

. .

‘.J,

-
e
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alleged to have apent a fortuns on him and his career (564),
aml a number of others. In mors recent years, Mrs. Gosbbals
has taken over the role of foster-mother and looks after his
comforts, supervises his housshold and bakes delicaolss of whish
h;a is particularly fond. She, too, h-s been aoting as a matah-
maker in the hope that he might marry ona of her friends and
therely draw the btond between them even tighter. To Ludecke,
(177) she complained, "I am no good as a matohmaker. I would
leave him alone with my most charming friends but h.o wouldn't
respond.” There was alsc his older half-sistar, Angela, who _
kept house for him at Munich and Berohtssgsaden and, for a time,
seemdd to play a mother's role.

Winifred Wagner, the daughter-in-law of Rishard Wagner,
has also caused s great deal of comment. She is English by
birth, and, from all acoounts, is very attractive and about Hit-
lar'a- own ages She met Hitler in the early 1920's and since that
time has been one of his staunch supporters. He became a fre=
quent visitor at the Wagner home in Bayreuth and after his acoes=
sion to power, milt a house on the Wagner estats for himself nmI!'.

. his staff. After the dqnt.h of Slegfried Wagner, reports all over
' the world had it that she would become Hitler's wife. put nothe
ing happened 1..n spite of the fact that it seemsd 1ike an ideal
union from the point of view of both parties. .

Neverthelsss, Hitler continued to be a frequent guest

at the '!I'agnur'a.l It probably wag the nearest thing to a hc.ma h;

has known sinos his own home broke up in 15%07. Mrs. Wagner un-
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doubtedly did everything in her power to maim him comfortable
and Hitler felt wery much at homs. Thers wers threa small chile
dren, a boy and two girls (one of them is ocur informant, Priede-
1inde) which added considerably to the home atmosphore. The en-
tire family ocalled him by his nickname "Wolf* and addressed him
as "Du". He felt so secure in this house that he often came and
stayed without his bedyguard. He a-:;:tlmtimas spant his Christmas
holldays with the family and became very much a part of it. But
further than that he was unwilling to go, even though the marri-
age would have been exceedingly popular with the German people.
B.. Then there wers a long line of "passing fanciea®.
For the moat part these wers sorsen and stage stars.  liltler
likes to be surrounded with pretty women and uﬁdly requests
the moving ploture ocompanies to send over a number of actressss
whensver there is a party in the Chancellory. He seems to get
~an extraordinary delight in fascinating thess girls with stories
about what he 1s golng to do in the future or the same old stor-
ies about his past life. He also likes to impress them with Hs
powsr by ordering the studlos to pr‘oﬂ.d; them with better roles,
- or promlsing that he will see to it that they are starred in some
- . I‘orlthooming picture. Most of his associations with women of this
L | | --t:.rp-._and thelr number is legion, doss not go Leyond this point
‘ag far as we have been able to discover. On the whole he seems
‘to feel more comfortable in the company of stage pesople than with
any other group and often came down to the studio restaurants far

lunuh-'
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Cs Thera hawve bam amrn'l other women wha have
played a more or loss imp-orl;ant role in Hitlerts 1ife. The
1‘11;51: of which we have any knowledge was Henny Hoffmann, the

daughter of the official party photographer. Hemy, according
to reporta, was little more than & prostitute a:r‘u:lq-'nh most of
her time among the students in Munloh, who alleged that she
oould bs had for a few marks. Heinrich Haff‘m.m; her father,
was a member of the Party and a r:loul friend of Hitler. 'éy a
quesr twlst of Fate, Hoffmann had taken a picture of the oromlas
in Munich at the outbreak of the last war. Later, when Hitler
became prominent in Munich politics, Hoffmann diaeavarod Hitle;r
in the ploture and called it to his attention. Hitler was de-
lighted and a close relationahip sprung up between them. Hoff=-
mann's wife was also very fond of Hitler and played a mother
role towards him for a time.

With the duatﬁ of Mrs. Hoffmann, the homs want to
pior.';ca from a moral poknt of view and became a kind of meet ing
plass for homumal; of both sexes. There was a good deal of
drinking and great freedom in sexual activities of all kinds.
Hitlsr was freguently present at partiss given in the Hoffmann .
home and beoame very friemlly with lemiyy. The relationship con=
tinued for some time until Henny, who was a very garminuu por=
son by nature, got drunk one night and begam towtalk about her
relationship to Hitler. Her father becams enraged and for a
time had 1little to do with Hitlar.

IJp. to this time Hitler had u%ndfmtly rﬁfuaqd to have

his photograph taken for publieation on the grounds that it was
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better publicity to remain a nystery man and also, bescause if
his picture appsared it would be too easy to identify him when
he crossed Communist tarritor_ia;. Shortly after the above des=
cribed eplsode, Hitler named Hoffmann as the official Party pho=-
tographer and gu-vo him the exolusive right to hls photographs.
Thess privileges, so it ias alleged, have, in the course of years
netted Hoffmann millions of ddlars. Among Hitler's aseociates,
it was supposed that Hitler had committed some kind of sexual in-
dism‘o‘bion with lienny and had bought Hoffmamn'a silence by grant=
ing him ‘bhoae uxv:slus:urn rights. In any event, Hemy was soon
married to Baldur wvon Schirach, the Lptdur of' the Nari Youth
Movement who ls reputod to be a homosexual. His family were
violently opposed to the marriage but Hitler insisted. All dif-
ferences between Hitler and Heffmann seem to have disn-ppnar&d
and today he is one of Hitler's closest associates and exerts a
great personal influence on the Fushrer. We shall consider the
nature of Hitler's indisoretion later in our study since it is
not a matter of cormon knowledge and would loa.d. us too far

’ afisld at the prvninl: time.

After the Henny Hoffmann episode, Hitler bogan to ap-
pear in publie with his niece, Geli, the daughter of his half=
asister, Angela, who had coms to keep house far Hitler in 1924.
At the time this relationship matured her :m;:rthar had gone to
Herchteagaden and -Hitl_ar*nml Geli were living alone in his Mun-
ich flat. Tho;.r' bacame inseparabls companions ard became the ‘

subjeot of much comment in Party cdircles. Many of the members,
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partioularly Gregor $tru.uef. felt that this was poor publicity
and was creating a gbod deal of unfavorable talk. Other members
had Hitler !}rm;ht on the carpet to explain where he was getting
the money to clothe Geli am sport her arcund if he was not using
Party funds for this purposs.

Hitler became very Jealous of Geli's attention and re-
fused t§ let her go out with any other men. Some olaim that he
kept her locked in during the day when he .cuuld not take her with
him. F':::r ;inrural years the relaticnship continuedover the opposi=-
tion of ‘tiw Party. Then one dey Geli was found dead in Hitler's
apartment - she had died from a bullet fired from Hitlert's revol-
ver. There was considerable cpommotion: The coroner's verdict
was suleide but Gell was bl_.l_ried in hallowed ground by a Catholic
clergy. There was mach speoulation whether she killed heraself
or was killed by Hitler. Whatever the facts may be, Hitler went
into a profound depression which lasted for months. Dl;l'il'ls the
first days after the funeral, Gregor Strasser remsined with him
in order to prevent him from committing suicide. Ludeoke (178)
‘says: "The speoial quality of Hitler's affection (for Geli) is
still a mystery to those closest to him."

For a few years after Geli's death, Hitler had little
to do with woman m:ﬁupt in a wery superficial way. Along about
1832, however, he beoame interested in Eva Braun, Aof fmann's
photographic assistant. This relationship did not develop wery
rapidly tut it has sunt-imlado In the course of time, Hitler has
boufght her ma. 1y things inoluding himWrﬁ automobiles and a

"~
house betwsen Munich and Berohitesgaden where, it is alleged, he
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frequently spends the night on the way to or from his cu:n'l:m‘t-llrf;l.r1
estates Eva Braun is also freguently a guest at qunhtug-.dkn ;
and in Berlin. Oschener was told that after one of her visits
in Berchtesgaden, some of her underwear was found in Hitler's
bedroom. Wiedemann,asccording to Hohenlohe, says that she haas
somstimes spent the entire night in Hitler's bedroom in Berlin.
It is reported by Norturt (605) that Eva moved into the chmoal.-
lory on December 16, 1939 and it iz said that Hitler intends to
marry her when the war is over. Beyord that, we know nothing
; abart this affair except that Eva Braun has twice tried to come

mit suicide and that one of Hitler's bodyguards hurled himself
from the Kehlstein because hs was in love with her but could not
respass the Fushrer's domain.

‘I’h;& affair with Eva Braun was not exclusive, hoﬁwur.
During this period he has also seen a gocd deal of at least two
moving pieture actresses. These have been ;rloru snduring than
most of his associations with aotresses and much more intimats.
Both of thess girls were frequently invited alone to the Chan=
oollory late at night and dopartoed in the early hours of the morn=
ing. During their stay they were alons with Hitler behind closed
doors so that not even his immediate staff knows what transpired
betwesn them. The first of these relatiocnships was with anr&s
Mueller who comnitted auioida by throwing herself from the window
of a Berlin hotel. The other wag with Leni R:I.nfanstuhl who contin-
‘ued to be a guest at the Chancellor up to the outbreak of th o Wars

Hitler's asscoiates lmmr that in respsct tu women Hit=-

ler is far from the ascetic hd uﬂ the Propaganda Bureau would
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like to have the German public believe. None of them with the
possible exception of Hoffmann and Schaub (his personal adju-
tant), know the nature of his sexual aotivities. This has lsd
to n great deal of oconjeoture in Party circlea. Thers are some
who belicve that his sex 1ife is perfectly normal but restricted.
Others, that he is immme from such temptationa’ and that nothing
happens when he la alone with girls. Still others believe that
he is homosexual.

The latter beliof is based lnrga_ily on ths fact that
during the early days of the Party manmy of?thu inner circle
wore well-known homosexuals. Roshm rrudalno attempt to hide his
homosexual activities and Hess was general ly knmown as "Fraulein
Anng®. There were also mangy othaz;n, particularly in the early
days of the movement, and it was supposed, for this reason,
that Hitler, too, bolongod to this category.

In view of Hitler's pretense at purity mnd the impor-
tance of his miaaiou for muilding a Greater Germany, it is extra-
ordinary that he should be so carelsss about his asscoiates .- He
has never restricted them in any way except at the time of thn
"Blood Purgu in 1534 when his excuse was that he had to purga the
Pu.rty of these undesirable slements. At all other timu. he has
been liberal to a fault. Lochner reparts:

"The only oriterion for membership in the Party |
was that the applicant be 'Unconditionally obe-
dient and faithfully devoted te me'. When some-
ons asked if that applied to thisves and orim=

inals, Hitler said, 'Their private lives don't
concern me.” (157)

. PR—

Ludecks (179) claims that in speaking of scme of the

moralists who were complaining about thu nc:tionu nf his 5.A. men,
...w.n”#'. - ._". .
e

L
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filtlar aaid;

Be would rather his S.A- men tock the women '
than some fat-bellied moneybag. "Why should
I oonoern myself with the private lives of
my followers.,.apart from Roehm's achieve=

mants, I know that I can absolutely depend
on him.,"

Rauschning says (264) that the general attitude in the Party was:

"Do anything you like but don't get caught
at 1t." =

T .

This attitude towards his associates certainly did not
make for high stardards in the Party. Capt. von Mueke resigned ~
from the Party on the grounds that:

"Dis Voelkische Partei ist nicht mehr die
Fartel der anstaendigen Leute, sie ist
herunter gekommen und korrupt « Xlurz, das
ist ein Saustall." (614) ."&-

il
Rauschning (276) expresses a similar untj.'fanti

"Most loathsome of all-is the reeking miasma
of fertive, unnatural sexuality that fills

*~and fouls the whole atmosphere around him,
like an evil emanation. Nother in this en-

- viromment-is straightforward. Surreptitious

relatiomships, substitutes and symbols, false
sontiments and secret lusts - nothing in this
man's surroundinge is natural and gemiine,
nothing has the opermess of a natural in-
stinct."

On of Hitler's reactions which is caréfully hiddne from
the public is his love for pornography. He can scarcely wait for

the next edition of DER STUERMER to appear and when it reaches him

he goes through it avidly. l{e' seoms to gat great pleasurs out af
the dirty storiss and the oartoons that feature this sheet. (6681
261). To Rauschning Hitler said that the STUERMER "wns a form

8f pornography psrmitted in the Third Reich". In addition, Hit-

—
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1;1' has & large collection o nudes and, mocording to Banf-
atasngl and others, he also enjoys viewing lewd movies in hia
private theatre, soms of whigh are prepared by Hot‘:f'mnn for his
benafit. | ' |

e also likes to present himself as a great authority
~and lover of E‘uod music. One of his favorite pastimes is ;l:o lec-

'
ture on Wagner and.the beauty of his operatic music. There cen

W 1 1

be mo dwtrt'_,a'onunrning his enjoyment of Wagnerian music and that
he gets non%idunble inspiration from it. Oschaner (676) re-
vorts that he had :lbaan able to observe Hitler closely while he
was listening to j'l;uin and saw, "grimaces of pain and pleasurs
eontort his I‘nm{r his brows knit, his syss close, his mouth con-
tract tightly." Hitler has said, "For mo, Wagner is somsthing
godly, and his musio is my religion. I go to his concerts as
others go to church." According tp lanfstaengl, however, he is
not a lovar of good music in gmm (895). He says that about
85% of ﬁh';l'ar-'.a prefsrences in music are the normal program music
_in Viannese cni‘os.. This is probably why Hitler r;raly attends
conocerts aid in later years, seldom goes to the opera. Hil. pref=-
srences now seem to run to misical comedies and cabarets in addi-
tion to the movies he sess at the Chancellory. Pope (229) says
that Hitler frequently wvisited the MERRY WIDOW in whioh an Ameri-
oan adress played the lead. He says, "I have seen Hitler nudge
his ga.ﬁhitur, Wagner, and smirk when Dorot.hj.r doss her famous
backbending pumber in the spotlight". In this number, Dorothy's

costume oonsists of a pair of tmnsparsnt butterfly wings, or some=

. | i ' i
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times nothing at all. Hitler watohes the'performance through
opera glasass and mmt!.mﬁu has command performances for his
private bemefit.

Much has beon written by the Nazi propaganda bureau
\

. about his'modest way of living. This, throwh the eyes of his ¢

assooiates, ha_.a alaoc beon vastly overrsted. Although he is a
vegetarian, most of them feel that his meals ere scarcely to be
considered as a form of dapri?at.icm. He eats large guantities of
ezgs prepared in 101 different ways by the best chef in Gum
and there are always quantities and a large wariety of fresh
vegetables preparad in umisual ways. In addition, Hitler con-
ﬁuma inoredible quantities of pastries and often as much as two
pounds of -':.hi-:u-:ulo.ton in t.l.ia.-anursn of natngllh -:iqy.' Nor are h:i_.

.

personal tastes particularly inexpensive. Although his olothes..

are simple, he has an iporedible mumber of each articla of

: ey

clothing. All are made of 1.:-11_9 finest materials that can bs pro-
cured and made up by the best workmen. He also has a passion
for collecting peintings and whem he has his hagrt set on -:Imo.,
the sky 1s the limit as far as price is concerned. The only
thing that is really modest about his litixig arranéemnntl is

his bedroom which 1s extremely simple and contains only a whie
motal bed (decorated with ribbons at the head), a painted chest
of drawers and a few straipht chairs. Friedelinde Wagner am

Henfstaengl, both of whom have seen the room with their own eyes,

_have desoribed it in identical termss namely, that it is a room

-

that one would expect a maid to have and not a Chancellors

e
w K

_mage ¥

s =
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thhoﬁgh he is presented to th; German public as a
man of extraordinary courage, his immediate associates frequents-
ly have ocoasion to question this . Several cccasions have besen:
reaported on which hes has not carried through his own program be-
cause he fearsd opposition. This is particularly true in connec-
tion with hls Gaulelters. He seems to have a particular fear of
these pﬁople‘r. an::l rather than meet cpreosition from them, he usual=
ly tries to find out on which side of an iss=ue the majority have
aligned themselves before he meets with them:. When the mesting
takes place, he proposes a plan or course of action which will
fit in with the sentiments of the majority. (718)

According to Hohenlohe he aiap backed down Lefore three
Army generals when they protested against the rapid develcpments
4n the Danzlg question, and that before Munioh, he decided to
postpone the War bacause he digoovered that the orowds watching
the troopa marching under the Chancellory windows were unenthus-
iastic (861).

Furthermore, they mst"’u_'ondur abaat the. necessity of
the extreme precautions that are tikken for his safety. Moet of
thess are oarefully concealed from the German public. TWhen Hite
l;r appears he looks for all the world 11}:3 an extremsly brave
man as he stands up in the front seat of his open car and sa-
lutes. The people do not know of the tremendous mumber of secret
service men who oconstantly mingle with the crowds in addition to
the guards who line the streets through which he is to pass.

Neither do they know of all the precautiona taken at the Chancele


Owner


REPRODUCED AL THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES l""a 9-'

lory or at Berchtesgaden. Before the war his house at Berch-
tesgaden was surrounded H'l‘l:h eight miles of electrified wire.
Pillﬁnxea and anti-airoraft batteries were set up in the sure
rounding hills (Morrell, 462). When he visited at Bayreuth, .
trocps were sent in weeks in sdvance to set up machine~-gun noests
and anti-airoraft batteries in the hills immadiately adjoining
(Wagner, 934). Loohner (156) reports that when he travels ina
special train he is accompanieal by 200 335 puards who are more
heavily armed than the retinue of any Germsn emperor. ‘Lﬁ:or
the war started, his train was heavily armored and sgquipped
with anti=gircraft fore and aft. And, yet, when the newsreels
show him at the front, he isg the onlf one who dﬁns not wear a
steel helmet.

| There is, consegqueantly, a considerable discrepancy
between Hitler ;uﬂ he is known to the German people and Hitler as
he 1s lmown to hls assooiates. levertheless, it.‘nppnnm that
most of hils associates have a deep alleglence to Hitler person=-
ally and are quite ready to forgive or ignore his shortcomings.
In many cases, it seoms as though his associates ae quite ob=
livious to the contradiotory traits in his oharacter - to them
he 1s still the Fuehrer and thlﬂ_}" live fur.tha moement s llhon‘ he

actually plays this rolee.
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PART IV

HITLER - AS HE XNOWS HIMSELY
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| Hitler has always i:een extremaly secretive in all his
dealings, Hanfstengl tells us thet this trait is carried to such
8 degree thet he never tells ome of his imredinte associstes what
he has bfﬁ: taliking about or arranged with another. H.‘I.a mind
is full of compartments, Hanfstangl says, and his dealings with
every individual are carafull;r pigeon-holed. What has been filed
in one pigeon-hole is never permitted to mix with that in another. "
Everything is serupulously kept locked up in hin mind and is onh*
) opened when he needs the material. . /

This is also true of himself, W¥e have already seen how
he has steadfastly refused to divulge anything sbout his past to
hie aanoci&taa. This, he believed, was something which did not
concern them in any way and consequently he has kept the pigeon-
hole tightly closed. He talks almost contimmally nhcmﬁ everything
under the sun - except himself. What really goes on in hi_n lﬂ.nd
is almost as great & mystery as his past life.

Nevertheless, it would be helpful and interesting to
open this pigeon-hole and examine its contents. Fortunately, a
fow fragments of information concerning his past life have been
unearthed in the course of time and these are extremely valusble
a8 a background for understanding his present behavior. Then,
tocc, we have recorde of attitudes and sentiments Wraaaﬁ in
epeeches and writings. Although these utterances are confined to

a rather limited ares, “they do represent the products of some of
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ﬁin mental processes and consequently givp'nn some ﬁluo to what -
goes on behind those much discussed eyes, of which Rauschning
writeas |
"Anyone who has seen this man face to face,
has met his uncertain glance, -without depth
" or warnth, from eyes that seem hard and
remote, and has then seen that gaze grow
rigid, will certainly have experisnced
the uvncanny feeling: 'That man is not
normal.'” (2735} |
In addition, we have descriptions of his overt behavior in the
face of varied oircumstances. We must assume that these, too, are
~ the products of his psychological processes and that they reflect
what 1s going on baﬁind the scenes. |
All of this, however, would be Iinsufficient data for an
adequate picture of Hitler, as he knows himself, in everyday life.
Fortunately, patiects with behavicr patterns, tendencies and
sentiments very simllar to thope t«hht Hitler has expressed are not
unknown in paychoanalytical pr;ctice. From our k.ncrtlad;gn of what
goes on in the minds of these patients, together with a knowledge
of their past histories, ithw l:@ possible to fill in some of
the gaps and make some deducticns concerning his extraordinary
mods of adjustment. | |
| | We have learned from the study of many cases that the
present character of an individual is the product of an evolutionary
process, the haéiminga of which are to be found in infancy. The
very earliest experiences in the lifetime of the individual form
the foundation upon which the character is gradually structured '-

as the individual passes through successive stages of development
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and is exposed to the demands and influences of the iorl&

around him. If thise 1is true, it would be well for us to
review briefly Hitler's ﬁast bistory, as far as it-is known,

in the hope that it may cast some light upon his present behavior
and the course he is most likely to pursue in the future. Such
a review of his past is also pertinent to our study insofar as

it forme the background through which Hitler sees hi;naail‘. It

is a part of him he miet live with, whether he likes it or not.

THE RITLER FAMILY

Eather

| There is & greet deal of confusion in studying Hitler's
family tree. Much of this 1s due to the fact that the name has
been spelled :Ln various ways: Hitler, Hidler, Hiedlsr and Huettler.
It seems remsoneble to suppose, howaver, that it is Mnanhnr
the same name spelled in various ways by different members of
what waa baaiaallj; an illiterate peasant family. Adolph Hitler
himeelf signed his name Hittler on the first party membership
blanks, and ﬁn #ister at the present time spells her name as
Hiedler. Another element of -cbnﬁmion is 1n_troduced by the fact
that Adolph's mother's noth.er was also named Hitler which later
became the family meme of his father. Sowe of this ;:onrunion
is dissipated, however, when we raa.ij.u ti:ai. Adolph's parents

had a common ancestor (father's grandfather and mother's great-

grandfather), an ichabitant of +the culturally bakcward Waldviertel

district of hustria.
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"i . ' Molph's father, Alois Hitler, wae the illegitimate
gon of Maria Anna Sehicklgfubar. It 18 generally supposed that
the father of Alois Hitler waa a Johann Georg Hiedler, a miller's
" aseletant. Alois, however, was not legitimized, and bore his
mother's name until he was !;orty years of age when he changed it
to Hitler. Just wb:r this was done is. not clear, but it ie
generally said ameng the villagers that it wes necessary in
‘ : order to obtain a legacy. Where the legacy came from is unknown.
L (ne could suppose that Johann Georg Hiedler relented on lﬂ.a‘
deathbed and left an inheritance to his illegitimate son together
with his nswe. However, it is not clear why he did not legitimise
the son when he finally ﬁrrid the mother thirty-five years earlier.
Why the son chose to take the name Hitler instead of Hiedler, if
this ie the case, ,ei'fs a mystery which remains unvolved. Unfortunately,

the date of the death of Hiedlar has not been esteblished and
consequently we are unable to rsxigte these two evente in time.
A peculiar series of aﬁnts prior to Hitler's birth leaves plenty
of room for speculation. o ’
'I'l;arn are some people who seriously doubt that Johann.
Georg Hiedler wag the father of Alois. Thyssen and Eoshler, for
example, claim that Chancellor Dollfuss had ordered the Austrian
police to conduct a th;:raugh infuatlgation inteo the Hitler family.
fe & result of this investigation a secret document was prepared
which prov_uﬁ that Maria Anna Schicklgruber wag living in Vienna
at the time she conceived. At t.hét.. time she was employed as a

‘ pervant in the homs of Baron Rothschild. As eocon as the family
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discovered her pregnancy she was sent back to hu; home in
Spital where Alols was born. If it iz true that one of the
Rothschilde 1= the real father of Alois Hitler, it would make
Adolph a quarter Jew. According to these sources, Adolph
Hitler knew of 1:.'h-a existence of this dooument and the ineriminating N
evidence it.\cont-uimd. In order to obtain it he precipitated
events in Austris and initiated the aassassination of Dollfuss.
According to this story, he failed to obtein the document at
that time ninci; Dollfuss had secreted it and had told Schuschnigg
of its uhurnbout'a 80 that in the event of his death tha independence
of Austria would remain assured. BSeveral storlies of this general
character are in Icirnulatinn.
| Those who lend credence to this story point out several

factors which aeem to favor its plausibility: o

(a) That it i= mn/;;y that the miller's assistant in a emall
village in this distrlct would have very much to leave i.n the
form of a legacy. |

(b) That it ie strange that Johann Hiedler should not claim
the boy until thirty-five years after he had married the mother
and the wmother had #iad.

(¢c) That if the 1§gnuy were left by Hiedler on the Icf.;rndition
that Aloie take his name, it would mot have been possible for him
to change it to Hitler.

(d) That the int-elligtnu and behavior of Alois, as well as
that of his two sons, is completely out of keeping with that |
usually found in Austrian peagant families. They pc‘n.tnf. out that
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their ambitiousness and extrsordinary political intuition is
much more in harmony with the Rothschild tradition.

"{a) That Aloie Schicklgruber left his hose village at an
early age to seek hie fortune in Vienna lhm-hin mother had
worked.

(£) That it would be peculiar for Alcis Hitler, while working
ag a customs officiel in Br.au.nau, should choose a Jew named Pring,
of Vienna, to act a8 Adolph's.godfather unless he felt some
kinship with the Jews himself.

This is curtainlj; a very intriguing hypothesis and much
of Adolph'as later behavior could be explained in rather ean:;f terms
on this basis. However, it is not absolutely necessary to assume
that he had Jewish blood in his veins in order to meke a compre-
hensive plcture of his character with its manifold traits and
gentiments. From a purely nciautific point of view, therefore,
it is sounder not to baes our reconstruction on such slim
nvic;ance hl!t to seek firmer foundations. Nevertheless, we can
leave it as a possibility which requires h:rthar verification.,

In any event, Maria Anna Sahicklgnlbar\ d?od ‘#hen he
was five ruh of age. When he was thirteen he left the
l‘a]ﬂf_iartol and went to Vienna where he learned to be a ¢§bb1er..
The naxt twéntr-thrm years of his life are largely unaccounted
for. It seems probable that during this time he joined the
army and had pa;"h&pﬂ been advanced to the rank of non-commissioned
officer. IlHia service in the army may have helped him to enter
the Civil S-fv:lal as Zkllant.mffi:iul latér .on-_
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His married life was ai:orm,y. His first wife (borm

Glasl-Hoerer) was sbout thirteen years older than himself. She
is alleged to have been the daughter of one of hiz superiors
and seems to have been in poor health. In an;r event, the
marrisge turned out badly and they finally separatsd aince, as
Cathelics, a complete divorce was not posaible. His first wife
died in 1883.

In January, 1882, Franziska Matzelsberger gave birth to
an illegitimate son who was named Alols. After the death of his
first wife on April 6, 1885, Alois Hitler married Franziska
Matzelsberger on May 22, 16885 and legitimized his énm On
July 28, 1885 his second wife bore him another child, Angela, and
a year later, on August 10, 1884, she also died. During the-timd.
of his first marriage the ¢ouple had taken a2 a fantar-dm;g:t:n:m
Klara Poelsl, lloi;?‘ﬂ.itlor':-; lli;wand cousin once removed. He
had reared her up to the time of the separation from his first
wife when she went to Vienne as a servant. During the last
monthe of the life of his second :ifc, Klara Poelzl returned to
his home to look after the invalid and the two childrem. ©She
remained in hies home as housekeeper after the death of his
second wife and on January T, 1885 he married her. On May 17,
1885 she gave birth to l; son who died in infaney. It is alleged
by William Patrick Hitler that an illegitimate child was borm
previously, but we have no other racord of this. In any
event, at least one child was conceived out of wedloock. Four
more children were born of this union. This 1s certainly a
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tempestuous married life for a customs officer — three vi;rn,
seven or possibly eight children, one divorce, at least one
birth and poseibly two before marrisge, two directly after the

wedding, one wife thirteen years older than himself and another

twenty-three Jears younger, one the daughter of a superior, om

& waltress, and the third a servant and his foster—daughter,
All of this, of course, has never been mentioned by Ei'l.;.ler.
In MEIN EAMFF he gives a very simple picture of conditions in
his father's home.

Very little is Imown about Alois Hitler's character.
It seepa that ho' wag very proud of his achievements in the Civil

Service and yet he retired from this gervice at the astonishing

_ aga. of fifty-six, four years after Adolph was borm. . In very

rapid succession the femily moved into several different villages
and the father tried his hand at farming. It is s&id, however,
that he always wore hie customs official'a uniform and ingisted
on being addreesed as Herr Oberoffizial Hitler. According to
reports, he liked to iprd it over his neighbors whom he may have
looked down upon az "mere" peasants. Iun any event, it seems
quite certain that he enjoyed psitting in the tavern and re-
lating his adventures as a customs official and also in discussing
political topics. He died on his way to the taverm in Leonding
fron a stroke of apoplexy in 1905, |

| He is generally described as a very domineering indiv-

" idual who was a veritsble tyrant in his home. Willlam Patrick

Hitler seys that he has heard from his father, Adolph's elder
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half-brother, that he used to beat the childrem rmmercifully.

On one occasion it is alleged he beat the older som into a state

of unconsciousnese and on another occasion beat &doiph 80 severely
that he left him for dead. It is also alleged that he was
somewhet of a drunkard and that frequently the children would
have to bring him home from the taverns. When he reached home

& grand scene would take place during which he would beat ;ifa,
children and dog rather indiscriminately. This story is generally
accepted and yet there is 1itt1e reel svidence in favor of it .
except what Hitler himeelf tells us in MEIN KAMPF. Heldan, who
interviewed a number of the villagers in places where the family
lived, had nothing of this sort to report. They found the old
man reather amusing and clalmed that his home 1ife was very happy
and quiet except when hie wife's sister came to visit niih

the family. Why this should be a disturbing factor is unknown.
Heiden suspects that the legscy wes a bone of contention. |

There is some doubt about the auupiu:ion of Alois

Hitler's pnlitlc@l pentiments, Hanlsch reportes 'ﬁitler heard
from his father only praise of Germany and all the faults of
pustria." According to Heiden, more reliable informants olaim r
that the father, though full of complaints and eriticisme of
.the government he narvnd, was by no means a German nationalist.
They say he favored Auntria against Germany and this caincidnl
_with William Patrick Hitler's information that his grandfather

wag definitely anti-German just as his own father was.
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Mo ther
Klara Poelsl, as has been said, wes the fun-tor—
daughter of ha:; husband and twenty-three years his junior.
She came from oJ:n:l peasant stock, was h;rd-mﬂ:ing, energetic
and consclentious. Whether it was due to her ywars of domestic
- 'service or to her upbringing, her home was always spotlessly’
¢lean, everything had its ﬁlaco and not a speck of dust was to
be found on the furniture. GShe was very devoted to her children
and, according to William Patrick Hitler, a typical step-
mother to her step-children. According to Dr. Bloch who
troam her, she was a very sweet and affectionate woman l.r"}mae
1ife centersd around her children and partieularly Adelph, who
was her pet. She spoke very highly of her husband and his
character and ‘i-hu happy life they had together. She felt it
was a reael deprivation for the children to have lost their
father while they were still so young. | _
One could guestion her background. Her sister is
married and has two sons, one of whom is a hunchback and has
an impediment in his speech. When we conalder that Kiurn
Poelz]l may have lost ¢me child buro:a her marrisge to Alols
Hitler, another son )born in 1885 who died in 1887, enother.
gon born in 1894 who died in 1800, and a gﬁl who was born in
1886 and died in 1888, one has grounds to question the purity
of the blond.. There is 'ann cd:ma for greater suspicion when

we learn from Dr. Bibch that he is certain that there was &
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' deughter, slightly older than Adolph, who was an iebecile. He
is absolutely certain of ﬂp because he noticed at the time
that the family always tried to hide the child and keep her
;Ju‘-b of the way when he came 1o attend the nnthe:l'. It is
possible that this is Ida who was born in 1886 and who is
alleged to have died in 1888, except that Dr. Bloch belleves
that this girl's neme was Klars. He may, however, be mistaken
in this particularly since both names end in "a™ and he never
had any closs contact with her. ,There is no other record of
a Klara anywhere in the records. The younger sister, Paula,
is also sald to be a iittle on the atupld side, perhaps a
high-grade m::au. This 18 certeinly a poor record and one is
j.uatiﬂed in suspecting some constitutional weakness. A '
syphilitic taint is not beyond the realm of possibility. The
mother died following an operation for cancer of the breast
on December 21, 1907. All biographers have given the date of
her death as December 21, 1908 but Dr. Bloch's records show
clearly that she died in 1907 and John Gunther's record of the
inscription on her tombstons qormb«nraten thie. The last six
months of her 1ife were spent in extreme pain and during the
last weeks it was necessary to give her hl,ject.in'rm of morphine
daily. |

It is qrt.m alleged th;{; she was of 'Gzenh origin
and spoke only a broken German and that consequently Aﬁolpl:.‘
may have bean ashamed of her among hie playmates. This is

almost certainly untrue. -l'Jr. Bloch reporta that she did not
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have any trace of an accent of any kind nor did she show any
Czech characteristics. Alois Hitler's first wife was of Cséch

origin and later writers may have confused her with Adolph's

mother.
Siblings  Alois, .Jr.

Aloie Hitler, Jr. was born January 15; 1882, the
illegitimate am:'n of the father'e second wife born dlu-ing.tﬁa
lifa;hn of the first wife. He is the father of I'ihlin
Patrick Hitler, one of our informants. He seems to have taken
very muoh after hia father in some respects. He left the
pareﬁul home before the death of his father hacaum;, according
to his Bon, he could tolerate it no longer. His atap-'-nthnr,
according t-oﬁ thﬁ story, -‘a.da life very difficuh; for him and
continually antagonized her husband againet him, It seeme
that Alois, Jr. had considerable talent for mechanical pursuits

» and his father had planned on sending hiJ;\ to a technical school
fer_traiﬁing as an anﬁinaar. Until his third ﬁrim the
father was very fond of his oldest boy and all his ambitions
were w}uppéd up in him. But the step-mother aystematically
undermined this relationship and finplly persuaded the f‘utﬁur
that Alola, Jr. was unworthy and that he should save his
money for the education of her son, Adolph. She was finally
successful and Aloie, Jr. was sent away from home as en
apprentioce niﬁr.

Evidently the profession of waiter did not intrigue

him, for in 1900 he received a five-months' sentence for
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thievery and in 1902 he was sentenced to eight months in jail
for the sams rnnaén.' He then went to London where he obtained
a' position as a waiter and, iﬁ 1808, married Bridget Dowling,
;n Irish girl. In 1911‘I1J_1Lm Patrick Hitler wae born and in
1818 FAS Enihen dasirbed Yhe SERCly Mol NeRuSiMA NG GEEmNY:
The family wag not a happy one and broke up sa;nral times in
the c&ursa of these four years. It is slleged that the father
drank quite frequently and would then come home and create
tremendous scenes during which he frequently beat his wife and
tried. to beat the small infant. During these four years when
his mother and father had separated for a time, his father did
go to Vienna. This would sgree with Hanfetangl's conviction
that Alols, Jr. wes in Vienna at the same time that Adolph
was there, | - _
In 1924 Eloiﬂ, Jr. wae brought before the court of Hamburg
charged with bigamy. He waa sentenced to six months in ﬁiisan
but since hie first wife did not prosecute the sentence was
 suspended. He has en illegitimate child by the second wife who
lives in Germany. During sll these years hp has never sent any
money for the support of hie first wife or child. Up until the
time of the inflation it is alleged that he had a very success-
ful business in Germany. The business failed and he has had
vafioua jobs up until 1954 when he npenad_a regtaurant in Berlin
which became a popular meeting-place for S.A. nuﬁ-
According to the son, Alois, Jr. heartily disliked

Adolph as a Ibay, He always felt that Adolph was spoiled by .

. .1
)
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his mother and that he was forced to do many of the chores that
Molph should have dons. Purthermore, it seems that Adolph  /
occasionally got into mischief which his mother would blame on
"Alois and Alois would have to take the punishment from hie
-. father., He used to say a8 Ia boy he would have liked to have
wrung Adolph's neck on more than one occasion and considering
 the circms.tancaa this is probably not far from the truth.
Since Hitler came to power, the two brothers have practically
no contact with each other. They have coms together a few times
but the meeting 18 usually unplaaaan-i;, with Adolph taking a
very high-handed attitude .and laying down the law to the rest of |
the family. Alois, Jr. ia not mentioned in UEIN KAMPF and. only
a few psople in Germany know of nia relationship to Hitler.
111iam Patrick Hitl '

He is a young man of thirty~two, the son of Alois, Jr.,
who has ﬁbt amounted to much. Before his uncle came to power
he worked as a bookkeeper in London. When his uncle becane
famous he obvioualy sxpected that something would be done for
his family. He gave up his job in London and went to Germany
whers he had some contact with Adolph Hitler. The latter, however,
was chiefly interested in keeping him under .c-:"wnr and provided
him with a minor job in the Opal Autowobile Company. It is my
impression that William Patrick was quite ready to blackmail both
his father and his uncle but that thingﬁ did not mrk out as
planned. He returned to England and, as a Britlsh subject,

' | came to this country where he is & profeseional speaker. He ip

also engaged in writing a book about -his associations and
experiences in Hitler Germany.
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TS
She is an elder half-sister of Adolph. She ceams to
" be the moat normal one i:r_l‘ ﬁm family and from all raports is
rather a decent and i,ndﬁstriuua person. During her childhood
she became very fond of Adolph despite the fact that she had
the fa;ling that his mother was spoiling hi'.n- She is the only
ong of the fanily with whom Adolph haalha,d any cﬁntact in later |
years and the only living relative Hitler ever mentioned. When
his mother died in 1807 there was a small inheritance which was
to be divided among the children. Since tha two girls had no
Ammediate means of earning a livelihood the brothers turmed over
their share to help the girls along. Adolph turned his share over
to Angeln while Alois turned his over to a younger sister, Paula.
Angela later married an official named Raubal in Linz who died
not long afterwards. ©She then went to Vienna whers, after the
war, ahe wag manager of the Menea Academics Judmica. Some of
our informants knew her during this time and report that in the
atudent rlots Angela defended the Jewish students fﬂl attack,
and on several occasions beat the Aryan students oﬂ‘ the steps
of the dining hall with & club. She is a rather large, strong
peasant type of person -hﬁ is well able to take an active part.
After Adolph was discharged [rom the army at the close
of the last war, it is alleged that he went to Vienna and visited
Angela with shom he Bad had no ontact for ten years. While he |
v was confined in Landsberg she made the trip from Vienna to visit

him. In 1824 she moved to Munich with her daughter, Geli, and

-
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kept house for Molph. Later, she took over the nanagnmanﬁ
of Berchfesgaden. In 1936 friction developed betwssn Adolph |
andzhngala and she left Berchtesgaden and moved to Dresdsn whers
she married Professor Hamitsch. It is reported by Willliam
Patrick that the cause of the break was the diac&vary by Hitler
ﬁhat she was 1n & consplracy with Goering to purchase the land
adjoining Hitler's house at Berchtesgaden. Thic enraged Hitler
to the extent that he ordared her frow the house and has had
- 1ittle eontact with her Binca; In any case, Adolph did not
attend her sscond wodding.
Hitler's relationship with Geli, Angela's daughter,
hag already been described in the previous section. She died
in 1930,
Lao Raubal
It has been generally assumed that Geli was the only
child of Angela. William Patrick Hitler, humvar,i.rgpartu that
there was also a son named Leo. WNot much is knowm or:hiu except
'that he refused to heve anything to do with his uncle Adolph
after the death of Geli. He nad a job in Salgburg and frequently
came to Berchtesgadem to visit his mother when Hitler was in
Berlin, but would leave again just as scon a8 word was recelved
that Hitler was on his way there. According to William Patrick,
he openly accused Hitler of cudsing Geli's death and refused
to ;ﬁeak to him again aa long ag8 he lived. Word has been

received that he was killed in 1942 while in the Balkans. <
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Paula Hitler
Paula Hitler, or Hiedler, is Adolph's real sister and

is seven years younger. What happened to her after her mother's
death is a mystery until she was diacofal:ad 1i?ﬁ1._g vary poorly
in an attic in Vienna where she has a position addressing
envelopas for an inaura;nae company. She now lives under the
name of Frau Wolf (Hitler's nickname ias Wolf) and is alleged to
be very jueer and to receive no one in her home. Dr. Bloch went
to viait her in the hope that she might intercede vrit.h_her'
brother and obtain permission for him to take some money out
of the country when he was exiled. He rapped on her door a
number of times but received no answer. Finally, ths neighbor
on the a;na landing came to the door and asked :rho he was and -
what he wanted. The neighbor explained that Frau Wolf never
received anyone and intj.listed that al-u was very queer (other
writers have also reported this). She promised, however, to
deliver any message he might give her, Dr. Bloch explained
his pmﬂiﬁmnt in detail. The next d@ when he raturned, ‘hopin.g
that he would have an oppart-tmiw- of Gpeaking to Paula Hitler
personally, the ﬂaigh_bnr reported that Paula was very glad to
bear from him and that she would do everything she could to
help him. Nothing more. - .
During her ohildhood, aceording to Willias Patrick
Hitler, she and Adolph did mot get on very well t-?ge-t}nr.
. There seems to have been considerable friction end jealousy

between them, particularly since Alois, Jr, was always taking
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her side. As far asz is kﬁm, Hitler had no contact with her
whatever from the time his mother died until 19535 when he became
Chancellor. He has never mentioned her anywhere, as far as can
be determined. It is alleged that he now sends her a small' |
aJJ.omae. each month to alleviate her poverty and keep her cut
of the limelight. According to William Patrick Hitler, his
uncle bncmnllnore interested in her as the friction with Angela
increased. It is said that he has had her visit him at Berchtes-
gaden and William Patrick met -her at the Bayreuth Festival in
1939 where she went by the name of Frau Wolf, but Hitler did not
montion to dnyone that it wes his sister. He said she is a 1ittle
on the stt!pid side and not very interesting to talk to eince
she rml} 'apana her mouth. |

This is Adolph Hitler's family, past and present. It
is posaible that -there 1s another si#t-nr, Ida, an hbec.tlae, rhn. |
is stinl liﬂng,-bﬁ;. if so we -ha{re"no knowledge of her where-
abouts. On the whuiu, it 18 nothing to be pruud- of and Hitler
may be wise in keeping it well under cover.

If we 1&‘_[1'.' our lsaginations m.rry us back into t.hu

cearly '90's it is not difficult to picture what life was like

for .ﬂdalphv.i.n hia earliest years. His father was probably not
much company for his mother. Not only was he twenty-three years
older !mt, it t;oann, he apent most of his gpare time in the
taverns or goesiping with ‘l:-ha nelghbors. Purthermore, his mother
new only too well the past history of her husband, who w;n aleo

her foster-father, and one c¢an imagine that for a twenty-five year
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old woman this was not what might be called a romantic marriage.
QaraO?ﬂr, Klara Hitler had lost her first two children, and.-
pcnaihljr a third, in the cau.réa of three or four years. Then
_Adolph arrived. Under these circumstances, it is almost
inevitable that he became the focal point in her 1ife and that
~8he laft no stone un;urnad tp keep him alive. All of the
| affection that normally would have gone to her husband and to
her other children now became lavished on this newly born son.

It 1s safe to assume that for five years little Adolph
wag t-l:a-oantar of atiraction in this home, But then a terrible
event happened in Adolph's 1ife - another son was borm. No
longer was he the center of attractlon, no longer was he the
king of the rocst. The new-comer usurped all this and uitlo
Adolph, who was on his way to growing up, was left to shift more
or less for himself - at least, so it probably seemed to him.
Sharing was something he had not learned up to this time, and it
wag prohably_. a bitter sxperience for hh as it 1;- for wost |
children who have a sibling born when they are in this age
period. In fact, in view of the rgarliervarparioncw of his
parents 1t 1a*raau;mhla to supposa that it was probﬂbly more
acute in his case then it is with the average boy. ’

For two years he had to nut up with this state uf‘af-
fai;-u. Tﬁan matters went from bad to worse - 2 bab_ aister was
born. More competition and still less attention for the Ba_l;py -
sister and the alling brother wera consuming s11 of his mother's
time whlle he wfaa being sent off to schn-oll_ and made to take car;

of himself. Four years later tragedy sgain visited the Hitler
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household. When Adulph was elaeven years old f in 1900) his baby
brother, Biviiod, alnde  Aouin B i ASELns TREE MG SeRped
an additionel harvest of affection and again became the apple of
his mother's eye.

This is certainly nn 9xtfnord1nary series of events
which must have left their mark on hdniph'syilnaturaxﬁqugzalitr.
What prnbably.;ent on in his mind during thesﬁ years we éppll con-—
sider later on. It is énfricient at the moment to point oui the
extraordinary sequence of events and the ﬁruhably‘effécta tﬁay'had
on tha.mambars of the fmwiﬁr and their‘relations with each other.

When Adolph was aix‘yearé old he ;na sent off to school,
The first school was a very small Volkschule where three grades met [
in the 3nme-fcom ﬁnﬂ were taught by the sume teacher. In spite of
the fnc; that he had to chauge schﬁcls several times in the cuﬁraa
of tﬁa next few yeers, due to the fact that his father kept huffng
and selling his property and moving from one place to another, he
seemé to have done quite well in his studles. When he was eight
years old he attended a Benedict Monastery in Lamback. He was very
much intrigued with all this - it gave him his first pcwefful im-
pression of human nchiu;anant. At that time his ambition was to be-
come an abbot. But things did not work out very well. He wna-dia;
missed from the monsstery becnuse he wes caught smoking in the ger-
d;na. His last year in Velkschule wes 1n.Lannd£ng where he received

high marke in all his subjects with the oecasionsal exception of

'singing, drawing and physical exercises.

In 1900, the year his brother Edmund died, he entered the

Realschule in Linz. To the utter auazement of all who knew him his
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school work was so poor thet he failed snd hed to répeat the class
annfhar time. Then there wns a gradual improvement in his work,
partia&l&rl& in history, fr;;-hand drawing and_grﬁnaatica. In these
subjects he waz m&rfgd "excellent" seversl times., Methematics,
French, German, ete., remsined me&iocre, sometimes satisfactory,
sometimes unsatlisfsctory. On "Effort" he wes frequently markeé
.“irregular“. Fhen he wns' fourteen yesars ?f-éga his father died sud-
denly. The following year he left the ﬁé#lschule in Linz and et-
tended the one in Stayr. fie do not know why this change was made.
Dr. Bloch is under the 1npraasinn that he was doing hadly'tanard
the end of the year in the Linz school and was gsent to Styria be-
cause it had the reputation of belng easier. . Bgt his perforuence
there wis very medlocra. T£ﬂ only two Buhjaﬁta in which he excel-~

" led were in free-hand drawing, in whicMhe was marked "pralse-
worthy", and gymnastics, in which he received the mark of "axcel-
lent". In the firat semester 'Gernﬂn Language™ waa "unsatisfactory”
and in "Hietory" it waa "adequate'

A1l this is beautifully gloased over in Hitler's descrip-
tion of these yeurs. Accarding to his story he ;us at odds with his
father conceraing his future career ns artist and in order to have
his own way he dabotaged his studies - at least those he felt waﬁld
not contribute to en artiat's-carber, and Histbry-uhich he snys ai-
wafs faséinutad him. In these sEPdias, mceording to his own atnry
he was élunrs outstanding. An axnmination of his report cards ru—
veals no such thing. History, even in his last year in Realachuln
is adequate or barely passing, and other subjects ;hiuh might Qa use-—
ful to an ﬁftist are in the same ?atagnry; A better diagnosis would

be that he was outstending in those subjects which did not requirs
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any preparation or thought while in those that raquired.appli;a— '
tion he was sadly lacking. We fruqueﬂ%ly find report cards of this
type among our patieqtﬁ who ere very intelligent hui refuse to
work. They are bright enocugh to catch on to & for og the fundamen-
tal principius wifhnut axnrélgg themeelves 35& clev;r anouéh‘to sm-
I. plify thasa-aufficiantlf to ﬂbtainla pasaing grade without ever do-
ing any stuﬁying.' They give the impreasion offkpouing aomething
about the subject but thelr knowledge 'ia wery auperficiai end is
glqss;d over withlgllh words an& terminclogy. '
Thio QVBluéﬁion of Hitler's school cafaer fits in with
the f.&ntim&w of former fellow students and teschers. According
to their tsstimo&y he never applied himself nnd was bored with by
what was going on. While the teacher waz explaining new materisl,
he read the books of Karl May (Indien and Wild West stories) which
he kept concealed under his desk. He would come to school with
bowie kni;as, hatchets, etc., and was always trying to initiate
India:n games in which he -wus to be the lender. The other boys,
howaver, were not greatly 1mpranﬂed by him and his.big talk or his
attempts to pla:,r‘ the leader. On the whole, they preferred to fol-
low the leadershlp of boys who were more aoaiallyfminded,fmura
ranliétic in their atiltudes-und held gra;tar promisa of future
achievements then Hitler who gave evary indication of belng lazy,
uncooperative, lived in a world of fantasy, talked big but did
nothing of merit¢' He probably did not improve his standing with
the other boys when, in his twelfth year, he rus‘faund éuilty of ;
"Sittlichkeitsvergehen™ in the achool. Just what the sexual in-

diseretion conaisted of we do not know but Dr. Bloch, who remembers
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thet one of the teachers tn_thé school told him about it, feels
certain thet he ﬁad done something with a little girli. He was
severely censurad éor this end barely missed being axpdlied frém
schonlr It is paasible_thét he was ostracized by his Fellaw atu- .
dents and thot this is tha-faﬁann he chenged schools the following
YOAr. - |

In September, 1305, _h& stopped going to school aitagethur
and returned-to Loonding where he livaﬂ.-itb his mother nnﬁ giatar;
Aecording to his biographers, he was suffering from lung-trouble
during this_periad and had to remain in bed the greater part of the
time. . Dr;‘Bloéh, who was the family doctor st this time is at a
loss to uhdagstand how this story ever got started because there
was no sign of lung trouble of any sort. adoiph cnme to his office
now and then with a slight cold or a sore throat but there was noth-
ing else wrong with him. ﬁ.cc:ording te Dr. Bloch, he wmsavery qulet
boy at this time, rather elight in bqild,bu£ feirly wiry. He was
always very eaurtapu; and patiently walted fnr'hia turn. He made
no fu;s when the d;;tar looked into his throat or nhéh he swabbed
it with an entlseptic. He was iury shy and had little to say ex-
cept when spoken to; But there was no sign of lung trouble.

During this time, however, he frequently went with his
mother to visit hia;édnt in Spital, Lower Austria wherc he alse
spent vacations. The doctor uh; treated him there i& alleged to
"have said to the aunt: "From ihib illness Adolph will not recover."
It is apsumed that hs.referred to a lung condition but it seews
that it mwuat have been very slight because it was not reported to

" Dr. Bloch when he returned £0 Leonding a few months later and his

records show no entry which would even suggest such an ailment,
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| #lthnagh the pother' & income was extremely modest, he mede
‘no attempt to find work. There is some evidence that he went to s
M¥unich arg_nuhoul'fér s short time during this period. Most of his
tine was evidnntly'spen£ in loafing arouné and daubing paints and
water colors. He took long welke into the hills, supposedly to
palnt;rhut it is reported .that he was Seen there deiiiering speecheas
to the rocks of the country side in = most energetic tone of voice. -
In October, 1807, he went to Vienna to prepare hinself
for the State examinations for admisaib% as student to the Academy
of Art. He gqualified for andmission to the examination but friled
to be nccap?ed ag a student. OUn the kirat dry of the examination
i"iha aﬁnignm;ht was: "The Expulsion frﬁn Paradise" end on the sec-
~ond day: "An Episode of the Gregi Flood™. The comment of th? ex—
aminers was, "Too few heads". )
HE returned home to Linzﬂhut.tﬁafe ie no indication ﬁgnt
he communicated to enybody the results of the exemination. It was
undoubtedly n severe blow to him for hé tells us himself that he
couldn't underatand it, "he a8 So sure he would succeed.” At this
time his mother had already undergone an operation for cancer of
the breast. She was fniling_rather rapidly and 1ittle hopg was held
for her recovery. Sﬂa di;d on Dacember £1, 1907 and ;aﬁ buried on
Ghrgstmas Eve. To preservs a last impresslon, he sketched her on
~ her daathbed.‘ Adelph, according to Dr. Bloch, was complatel; Eroken:
"In all my career I have never seen anyone so prostrate with grief
a3 Adolph Hitler." Althuugh his siptars came to Dr. Bloch o few days
after the funernl and expressed themselves fully, Adolph rénainud 8i-

lent. As the little group left, he said: "I shall be grateful to you .
forever." (28) After the funeral he stood at her greve for a long
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VIERNA .

time after the sisters hed left. The bottom had obviously fallen
out of his world. Tears ceme into Dr. Bloch's eyes as he described
the trggie Hénnn- "His mother would turn over in her grave if she
knew whet he turn;ﬂ out to be." (21) This was the end of Adolph

Hitler's family ‘life.

LATER ENCES

) Shortly after his mc-t.he.r'.a death the family broke up and
ndalpl;l went to Vienna to mnke hia way ip the world as his father
had done before him., This ;ras @arly in 1908. How much money he
took with hin; if any, is not know. The records here are very
vegue particularly since all biographers heve gone on t.hé supposi= - |
tion that-hie wother died-a year later t.han. she actually did. This
lenves an entire year unaccounted for ainéh'th‘e next thing we henr
of Adolph, he has again applied for admission to the examinationse.
for the Acagemy of Art.. One of the conditions for re-exsmination
was that he subuit. to tha Board some of the paintings he had dnna
prcviuual,v.. This he d:Ld but the Board was not impressed rith them
and refused to allow him to enter the examination. This, it seems,

WAE even & grahtqr shock than his failure to pass the examinations

A year earlier.

&

After he had recelved notificetion to the effect that his

. work was of such a nature that it did not warrent his admission to
the second examination, he interviewed the Director. He claime

'that the Director told him that his drawings showed ‘clesriy. that

his talents lay in the direction of architecture rather than pure

art and advised him to seek admispion tn the Architectural School.
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This he applied for but was not admitted. According to his

story because he had not satisfactorily finished his course in
the Realschule. To be sure, this was one of the genersl reguire-
ments but exceptions could be made in the cmse of boys who showed

oA - ;
unusual telent. Hitler's rejection, therefore, was on the grounds

of lnsufficient talent rather than for failure to complete his -

school course,

He was not without hope. All his dreams of being a
greant artist seemed to be nipped in 'tha1bud. He wea without money
and without friends. He was forced to go to ml‘-kne_nd found em—
ployment as & helper on couﬂtructig.m jobs. This, however, did not
suit him. Friction dava‘lo_ped batween himself and his fellow work-
men. It seems logical to suppose that he wns working benenth his
clags and refused to mingls wit.hv them fgr he- tells us that he sat
apart from the others and ate his lunch. Purther dl:}ricultias de=
veloped inasmuch &s the worksen t':r-ied to convert him to a Marxian
point of view. Their sttitudes end arguments jarred him since they
wers far frcrm tho'ideal Germany that had been portrayed by, his fa-

vorite Linz teacher; Ludwig Poetsch, an ardent German nationelist.

Baf*Hitler found himself unable to answer their arguments. He wade

the unpleasant discovery that the workmen knew more than he did. He

" was fundamentally against everything they said but he was unable to

justify his point of view on an intellectual level - he was ot a
terrible disedventage. In order to remedy the situation he begen

:randiﬁg 21l kinds of politicel pamphlets and sttending political

mestings but not with the iden of understanding the problem as a

whde, which might have enabled him to form an intelligent opiniom,
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but to find arguments nhl?h would support his earlier conviction.
This is a trait that runs throughout his life. He never studies-
to learn but only to justify what he feels. In other worda, his
judgments are basnd wholly on emotional factors and are then
‘ clothed with an intellectual argument. Soon, he tells us, he
knew more than they did abnut their own palitical idsulégr and
- was able to tell them things about it nﬁich they did not ku#ﬁ‘tham-
gelves.
It was this, according to Hitler, which antegonized the
workmen against him. In any case, he was run off the job with
the threat that if he apperred agnin they would push him off the
acarfpld. This must have been duri:g th§ first helf of 1909 when
g he was twenty years old., Without a Jjob, he sunk luwe; end lower
in the socisl scale end et times uus£ have besn on the veréa of
starvetion. At times he found zn odd job such as -carrying luggaga,
~ shoveling snow or running errands but large part of his tina was
spent in braadlines or begging on the streste. In Novamber, 1308,
he wns ousted from his room bquuae he did not pay his rent and
;us forced to aaﬁkf;afugeiiu a flophouse. Here he met Reinhold
Hanisch who was in much the same predicament. Years later, Hanisch
vrote & long book about his associations with Hitler during this
period. It is a grueséme story of unbelisvable poverty. Hitleri
must have been a sorry sight during these days with a full black
beard, badly elothed anﬂ a haggard look. Haniach writes:
"It was a miserable 1ife and I once askad
him what he was really waiting for. The
answert 'Idon't know myself'. I have

never asen such hopeless letting down in
dletress."
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Hanisch took him inm hand end encouraged him to do some painting.-
“The difficulty was that neither one had the money with which to buy
materisla. Mhen Haniseh discovered that Hitler &nd sigued over his
inheritence to his slster, he persusded Hitler to write her and ob- _
tain n spall loan. Thi:z was presumably his half-sister, Angela.

"When the money was reedved Hitler's first thought was to take s
week's vecetlon in order to recuperate. At thié time hé moved Into .
the Maennerheim Briglittenau which was slightly better than the flop-
houses in which he hend baaﬁ steying.

He and Hanlsch went into busiiess topether. It wes Hi-
ler's job to paint post cards, posters and water-colors which Han-
isch ‘then took around Vienns and peddled to art dealers, furniture
stores, etc. In this he wee quite successful but hia difficulties
were not at an end. The moment Hitler got a little money, he re-
fused to work. Hanisch describes this vividly: -

"But unfertunately Hitler was never an ardent
worker. 1 often wagz driven to despair by
~bringing in orders that he simply wouldn't
carry out. ' At EBaster, 1910, we eerned forty
. ‘kronen on a big order snd we divided 1t equal-
?’ -1y. -The next morning, when I came downstsirs
and asked for Hitler, I was told he had al-
ready left with Neumann, a Jew,....After that
I couldn't find him for & week. He was sight-
. ) sesing Vienna with Neumann snd spent much of
the time in the museum, When I asked him what
the matter was and whether we were goling to
kesp on working, he answered that he must re- -
cuperste pow, that he must have some leisure,
that he was not & coolie. When the week was
 over, he had no longer any money."
At this time, Hitler was not a Jew-hater. Thers were &
number of Jews living in the Mne's Home with whom he was on excellent

terms. MNost of his paintings were sold to Jewlsh denlers who paid
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ju?t 28 much for them as the Arysns. He also adnirad Rothschild
for sticking to his religion even if it praventéﬁ bim from enter-
ing court. During this time he also eent two gostcardé b; Dr.
Bloch, in Ling, who ynu n Jew. d;ﬁ of these wus just a picture
pnitcard of Vienna; the other, a copy which he hau paintad. .On
both of them he wrote of hib deep gretitude to the doecter. Tﬁisﬁ
is mentioned hecause it is one of the very few ceses cf which ;e
have any record in which Hitler-shqted any lasting gratitude, Dur-
ing this time Hitler himself looked very Jewish. Hanisch writes:
"Hitler at that time looked very Jatish, 50
. thet I often joked with him that he must be
) of Jewish blood, since such a large beard
rarely grows on & Christian's chin. Also
he hed big feet, as m desert wanderer muat
have." (73) - ‘
In spite of his close ssgsocistion with Haniseh the rela-
tionship ended in n.quarral.' Hitler accused Hanlsch of withholding
l‘ gome of the money he hed received for a picfure. He had-Haniach'
arrested and appeared as & witness against hiﬁ* e have 1ittle
knowledge of what happened to Hitler after this time. According to
Hanflsteengl thﬁ home in which Hitler'livad has & reputation of be-
ing a plate where hhmgsexual'nén frequently went to find cumpuﬂiohs.
Jahn said that ho had information from & Viennese officizl that on
the pollice record Eitier wee listed ms & sexuel péfvert but it gave
" no deteils of nffanaaé; It is possible that the entry mey have been
nade 3solely on suapicion;‘ Simone (467) cleims that the Viennese po-
lice file in 1912 rucﬁrdad & charge of theft agaiﬁgt Hitler and that
‘he moved from Vienns to Hunjch in order to avoid arrest. This‘would
£it in with Hanfstaengl's suspiclon that Hitler's elder half-brother

(who wes twice convicted for theft) was in Vienna at that time nnd
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thet they may have become involved in some minor crime. This
'}
would not be impossible for Hanisch tells ue that Hitler frequent-
1y Epant his time figuring out shady ways of meking money. One
example may be of interest:
"He proposed to fill old tin ecans with paste
and sell them to shopkeepers, the paste to
be smesred on windowpenes to keep them from
freezing in winter.” It should be sold....
in the summer, when it couldn't be tried out.
I told him it wouldn't work becsuse the mer-
chants would just say, come back in the win-

ters... Hitler anawerad that one must possess
a talent for oratory.”

-éincﬂ_ﬁitler co-'ld only be hraught tc work when he was
actually hunéry-he spent a good deal of time resding politicel pam—
phlets, sitting in cafe houses, reading newspapers énﬂ dalifering
speechet to the other inmates of the howe. He beceme n grest ad-

" mirer ?f Genré von Schoenerar and the Viennese mayor, Karl ﬁuagar.

It wes présumably from them Fh&t he le&rqu his anti-Semitism and
many of the_trické of n Succeanfnl politician. According to H;n-
~ isch his companicns were greatly aemused by him and often riﬁiculad
him and his opiniong. In &ny ;vant it seems that he got a good
deal of p*ﬁctics in speech making during.theaa years which stood
hin in good stead later on. gven in these days, he-talked abeut
starting a new party. ’
It 18 not clear why he remrined in‘V1;nna and lived in
_auch poverty for five yaﬁra, when 'he had such a ddep love for Ger-
. many and could have gone there with relastively little difficulty.
It i1s also not clear why he went when he ﬂtd unless thare 1 some

/ S truth in the supposition thnt be fled Viends te nvmd arrest. His

own explanation is thaet he could not tolerate the mixture of people;
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particularly the Jews and always more J ers, and eays that for him

Vienna 1s

the symbol of incest.

But as far as Hitler is concerned this time was not loat.l

£8 he looks back over that period he can say:

"So in & few years I bullt a foundation
of knowledge from.which I atill draw -
nourishment today." (MK 29)

"At that time I formed an image of the
world and a view of life which beceme
the granite foundation for my actions."
(MK 30)

+

PRU~FAR MUNICH:

In Munich before the war, things were no better for him.

As far as poverty is concerned he might as wall have stayed 1n Vien-

ne. He earned a little money pﬁintlng pﬂstcarda and posters and at

times painting houses.

Earljr in 1913 he went to Balzburg to report

for duty in the army but wu» re;actﬂd on the grounds of poor physi—

eal colﬁitim.

Ha retu.mad to llumch and continued to werk at odd

jobe &nd sit in ce.fa houses where ha spent hlﬂ time rendin;_, newspa-

pers. Nnthing of uhich we have any knowledge happened during this

, time which is particularly pertinent to cur present su.ld:,r. The pros-

pects of ever making anything out of himself in'the future nmq['t ‘have

been very

black at thai_; time . ’ : «h

% ¥

WORLD WARs

Then came the World ltr_lr- . He writes of this occaelont

"The Btruggle of the year 1914 was fo}aooth,
not forced on the mas.es, but desired h;r the

whole people.”

"To myself those hours cams like & redemption
from the wexatlous experiences of my youth.
Even to this day I am'not ashamed to say that,
in a trangport of enthusiasm, I sank down on

wy knees and thanked Heaven from an overflow-
i]lg heart...."
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a8 volunteer. During the first days of the war his regiment suf-

i

On August 3, 1914, Hitler joined e Bevarian regiment e

fered very heavy losses and was not particularly popular among the

 Bavarien peopla. Hitler became an orderly inm Regirental Headquar-

ters ns well as a runner. fha one thing that all his comrades com=
mented on was his subservience to superior officers. It seems that
he went'out of his way to_cogft_thnir good graces, offering to dér
%heir-'aahing and other meniﬁ{ tasks ﬁﬁch to tﬂe diagust of his com—
;pdeé. He was not poﬁhlhr with the sther men and always remained
aloof from them. When he did §61n ‘thom he usunlly harengued sbout
politienl -attafs. During éia fqur years of war he received no l
packages or mail from anyone. In this he was unique. -At Ehristmas
"time when Everyone élse was receiving gifts and messages ha.with-
drew from-tha group and aulkeﬁ moodily by himself. When hia com-
rades encouraged him to join the group andhahare tﬂéirlpﬁckag.a

-he refused. On Gctqher ?l 1916, he wes ubundcd.hy B pieua of shrap-
nel and anpt to a hospital. It was a lighﬁ wound and he wes soon
dlscharged and sent to Munich as & replacement. After two days
-Ehare he wrote his cnmn&nding of ficer, CﬁphﬂiA ﬁiade?ann, aﬁg;ng
that he be reinstetéd in his regiment because he could not tolerate

Munich when he knew his comrndes were at the Front. - Wledemenn had

him returned to the regiment where he remained until October l4th -

~when he was exposed to mustard ghs‘and sent to a hospital in Pase-

walk. He was blind and, according to Friedelinde Waguer, lost his

\
volce.

It.seems that mystery slways follows Hitler. His career
in the army ie no exception. There are several things that have

never been satisfactorily explained. The first is that he spent
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four years 1n‘the same regiment but was never advanced beyond the
rank of First Class Private or Lance Corporal, The second is the
iron-ﬂrnaa First Class which he cnnatantif wears. This haa b@on
the topic of -much discuszinn but the mystery has na;;r been solved.
There is no mention of tht award in the history ﬁf his regiment.

**This is rathex a%aéing inasmuch as other awards of this kind are
listed. Hitler is meniionad.in a ﬁumher of other coﬂnactidﬁb but.
not in this one, glthough it is slleged that it wes awarded to‘him
for capturing twelve' Frenchmen, including an officer, singlehanded.
Thia_;s certainly no ordinar} feat in any regiment and one would ex-
pect thet it would at lezst usrit sowe mention, perticulsrly in view

'nf the fact that Hitler had_considerabie fome as a politiéian when
' ¥ ﬁha book went to press. . ' P
- The Naezi pr@paganda ageﬁcies have not helped to clarify

the gituation. Not only have e number of different veraions of the _
story appéared in the press, but each gives e different ngmbﬂr of
Frnpchman he is aliﬁged to have capéyred. They have nlsc published
alleged facainiles of his wsr record nhichﬂeg,nnt agree. The Ber-
P o lin‘;llnStrIarte Zeltung of August 10, lQSGTprinted a facsimile in
| which thu'daté of amard for this decorstion was clearly August 4,
1918. Yet the Voelki#qha Beobachter of August 14; 1954 had pub—
lished a fa&gimile in which the date of award — October 4, 1918.
w3 rAlthcugP.thaée alleged facsimiles wentioned other citatioqp they
did net include the date of award of the Iron Cross Second Gass.
From all that cen be lesrned the First Clsss Cross was never auﬂ:ﬂ;ﬂ
'+ unless the recipient had already been awarded the Second.Class dec—

£

- pration.
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i o Just whet the facts are 1t is impossible to detersine.
It is alleged that his war record has been badly th:péfeq =ith and
‘ thnt von Schleicher wag aliniqated during the Blood Purgélhacauaa
f' he knew the true facts. Str;sser~ﬁhu'35rwed in the same division
- . has probably as good an explanation as any. He says that during

the last months of the war there were so meny First Clecs Crocoes _

being given out that Oemersl Headquarters was no longer able to

I ,a
: '3

pass on the merits of esch individuel case.’ To facilitate matters
8 number of these decorations were allotted to each regi;ant every
'nqpth to be issued by the Commanding Officers. They, in turm, no-
tified the High Comnand of the award and the deed which merited it.
According to Strasser, when the army begesn to, collspse, the Regi-
mental Headguarters ﬁad in their possession a number of decu;atiunu
= which had not been awarded. Since few members of the Headquarters
Staff ever received an arard of this type tth took advantage uf
tha general malea and gave them to each other and forged the Bigna-
tnra of the commanding officer in sending it to the High Command.
Tha_thing that speaks ié favor of this explenatiqnlis the curiocus
bond which exiat‘ﬁ hatmq,hitl/er and his rpgimantal, sergeont-major,
Max Amann who was later to become thé head of the Hazi Eher Verlag,
This is one of the most lucratlve positions iu the entira Nazi A
hierarchy end Amann wag cnllad to the poaition by Hitler. 1
| The only explanation for the lack nf promotion th&t has
haen_puhliaha& is the comment of one of his officers to the effect .
that he would never make a nan4cdunisuionaﬁ officer "out of that
nanrotic fellow, Hitler". Rauschning (947) givan a difrarant oxplnn—

ation. He claims that a high Nazi had once confidod in him that he
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had a&anlﬂiﬂsr'a military record and that it contained an item
of a court martial which found him guilty of pederastic practices
with en nfflcer, and that it was for this Teason that he was never
promoted. Rauschning also eclaims thn£ in NMunich Hitlar was found
guilty of a vialatinn of paragraph 175 which deals with pederasty.
No O't.her evidance of either of these two’ chergea has bean found.
The myatery‘becomea even deeper when we learn from a
gréet many 1nformmt§| thet Hitl;ar was quite courageous and navér "
.trlad tolevade dangerous assignpents. It is said that he was un— >
usually adept at runniné and then falling or seekirg ahelter when
¢ the fir; becume intenae. It also seems that he was alwoys ready bo
' vcluntanr for apecial essignments and was considered axcuadinglr
. reliable 1n the performance of all his duties by his owmn offlcers. | :
| . ‘It Bay be well to mention at this point that when Hitler
antbrad the arur he agnin bacama a maubar of n roeognizad and re-
Bpected social institution. No longer did he have to stand in
brendlines or seek shelter in fléﬁhbuaaa. For the first time aincé
his mother died did he really'balong to a group of psbple. Hnt only
'ﬂid this provide him with R Bence of pride and security but nt last
., be had achleved his great ambition, nnmely, to be united uith the
German nation. Yt 1; also int&reuting to nuta aonsiderable change
in his appaarunce. .Fran the dirty,-gransy, cast~off clothes of Jews
and nther chniitablh people he was now privileged to weer a uniform.
‘Wena {209), one of hia cumraden, tells us that when Hitler came out .
of the trenches’ or huak from an assignment he spent hours claaning his

uniform and boots until he became the joke of the regiment. Quite a

"


Owner


REPRODUCED A" THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

remarkable change for one ﬁho for almost seven years refused to
exert himsslf just a little in order to pull himself out of the
pitiful nanditinnﬂ in which he lived among the dregs of aoc%ety.
POST-WAR B
| The; ceme the ermistice end all this ﬁns over. Adolph
Hitlaf; from ﬁ'pqrchulugical point of view, wes in exactly the
sama.paaitian as the.one in which he found hiﬁself eleven yeers
baefore when hiﬁ mother died. He faced the future alone. The army,
his homajfurlfour yeafa, LEE] yrahking ppl Again he stood glona bé—
fore a dismil future - a world 1n;which he could not find a niche,
a world which did not care for him, a wnrld_of aimless existence
fraught rith.hardaﬁigs; It was wore than he could face.
Where tougé end what to do. Having no home or family to .
7 greet him he returned tofﬂunich-nut because it had been kiﬁd to him
in the past but’hécause he had no other place to go. He could take .
,np his 1ife aga;n uhére he had left off four faura-aarlier. He wan-~
dered around -Munich for a short time “a atray dog looking for a mas—
ter®. Then it is rspﬂrted that he want tu Viemia to visit his helf-
ni..»t.ar, Angelrn, with mLEJ he had had contact for many years, If hﬂ
* ~actually made this trip he did not stey long for scon we find him in
the raaﬁrve army,.statinnod in Traunatain;"ﬂs ig in a.daap depres—
| glon. He wears the uniform and’ eats the f;;d of tha arny; itvis
his only recourse ond he stays on there in this capacity until'Aﬁrilq
19:0; when the csmp is broken up. He then returned. to Munich still
attached té the army.and living iﬁ the barracks. Durihg this time he
seems to have continued hie political discussiors with hic comrades

" 6iding with the Social Democrats against the Communiste. According to
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the Musnchener Post he actually affiliated himself with the Social
Democratic Party (4683%. " After the counter-revolution every tenth
man in the barracks wes shot but Hitler was singled out beforehand

. and asked to stand one side. At the inquiry he appeared before the
h;ard with 'Eharge-liats“ agelnet some of his comrades which can
oﬁl;r signify denunciation.s fgr Communistic activities. He had been
apying;éu his comrades and now assigned them tq‘tha eieeutinnar.
‘In MEIN HAHPF.ﬁa ;qferﬁ to this occupation a8 his "first more or
lass political nctivity". :

The Army now undertook to educate ita soldiars in the pru—
per puliticsl philosophy and Hitler was mssigned to such.a course. _
He spoke so ably in this group thet his talent for 2pesking imprea-

g sed en officer who was present-and Hitler was mppointéd "education
of ficer". His hour had struck - he was diaﬁovera& and #pprﬁciatad,
gingled out for his tclent. He threw himself into this work with

| great enthusiaem alweys apﬁgking to larger groups. His confidence
grew with his success In sw;ying peupie. He was on his way to be-
come & politician. From here on his career 1s a matter of history
an? n;;d'hﬂt be reviewed here. | "

This is the foundatlon of Hitler's chnracter. Fhatever

. he tried to be afterwnrﬁs is ¢nly super-structure and the aupur-
structure can be no firmer than the {Pundationa on which it reata.
The higher it goes the more unstable it becomes - the more it_noaqa
to.be propped up and patched up 0 order to wsks it bold together,
This is not an emsy job. It requiree.constant vigilence, strong de-
fensee and heavy losses in time and energy. -

Thers was unanimous agreement among the four psychoanalysts
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who have studigd the inat:erial that Hitler is an hysteric border-

. 1ng on schizophrenia and not & paranoiac ag ie so frequently sup-

:-_ posed. This means that. he is not insane in the commonly accapt.;d

~ senge of thq_‘t.em, but nar;.?mtic‘ He has not lest ;nnfplqt,e contact

. . with the world about him Aiﬂ is still atriviné to m:uka some kind
it of pa:i;cl;{lblngical“ a;ljust.nenﬁ-:. which- will giva him & feeling of secur-

ity in his soclal group. It also means thet the ‘e is e definlte
‘ ‘iufol:al component in his chafactex‘ no metter hm'r-. deeply it may be ’

F h _ .bufied or how sericusly it has I:mﬁn dictorted. ‘

With this diugnusis esteblished, we are in a position to
mke a numbar of Btirniaos concerning the canscious menta.'r. prncesaaa
lrh.wh ordi.narlly trke place in Hitler‘s mind. These form the
nuclgug of the "Hitler" he consclously knows end must live !%ﬂ:h. It
is .'m. a.l_l'bmbabilitr‘ not a happy "Hitler" but one har;'a_ssed by
faqr;; anxieties, dm;bt.ﬁ, misgivings, umnminﬁea; condemnations)

: faelinga.c-f loneliness and of guilt. From our experience with cthar
hysterics We AT pbubably on firm ground when we suppose that Hit-lar a
mind 1s likeé s "hattla—rnynl" most of the Ltime with many conflicting
and contrzdictory forces snd impulses pulli'ng him this umy end that.

Such a state of confusion is ::mt aasy to beer. His -anergies

are absorbed in wrestlling with h:lnaelr instaad of striving for gratifi-

-

cations in the external world which he wants and qaada, He sees the
poseibilities all ‘around him but he cen rarely nuater.unahgh energy to

_ moke the effort to go efter them. Fears, doubts and implicationd ob- |
struct his thinking and acting and he becomes lndéciaive end winde up

doing nuthin-g but wishing. Vicarious gratifications through fantasies .

"
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. become substitutes for tha‘antisfactiun obtalned from real schieve—
ments. We must Bu[;poad that 'thisl is the state that Hitler wae in
during the Seven yenra'thnt eldpeed betwsen the desth of his mother
and the ou;SrQaklof the war when he was wasting his time lying
around in flophouses and sitting iu.cafaa in Vienna. Orly when his
Huﬁger hepame acute °f; he muster tﬁe energy neceassary to apply |
hinself to 8 fes hours of work. As soon as thia hunger was appeased
he lapaad back into hia former stataof prouraatination and indeci-
gion.

We must assume that fhn periods of proerastination at the
present time have a ﬂiullqr origin. He withdrews from society, 1is
ﬁgpreaéad and dawdles away his time until "the situstion becomes
dgngEr;us" then he forces himself to action. He works for = til;
end a8 poon a8 th; job .is underwoy "he'lasea interest in it" and
8lips back into his leishraly'lifé in which he does nothirg except
whaﬁ he is forced to do or likes to do. Hor; of course, it is no
loager hunger that drives him to wark but another motive, even more
pﬁwurful,_of which he is not fﬁlly conseious. The nature of this
.mnti?e will be discussed in the nﬁxt section. | * .

As one Burveys Hitler's buhavior patterns, as his closa
associates nbserve e, _one ghts ‘the dlstiuct impression that this

. .. is nat one ps’;;ﬂn l;ut two whléh inhabit t-l?e ‘eame body and ‘alternate

beck and forth. The one is a very soft, sent%mﬂntul and indecisive

individusl who has 1ittle d;iva aqh wents nothing quite so much a;
to be amused, liked and loocked after. The athar'is;ju#t the opposite -
hard, cruel and-decisive with an.abundant reservoir of energy at his

L g

command - who knows what he wante and is ready to go after it and éet
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- . it regarﬂleaa of costs. It iz the first Hitler who weeps profuse—
S ly at tha death of his canary and the aacond Hitler who cries in
open court: "Heads will roll®, IIt is the first Hitler who can-
not bring himaélf 1o discharge an assiatant and it is the second
Hitler who can nrdef the murder of hundreds iucludiug his beat .
friends end cen say with greet conviction: "There will be no perce
in the lend until & body hangs frai‘e&ury lamp-post." It is the
first Hitler who spends his evéninga watching movies or going to-
cabarets and it is the second Hitler who works for.daeys on end with
little or no sleep, making plans whicﬁ wil%.afféut the destiny of
nations. ‘

y : ' Until wa underatand .t.ha magnitude and implications of this
duality in*hig nature we can ﬁaver understand his actionsa. it.is a
kind of "Dr. Jekyl aud Ur. Hyde" personality structure in which -
uholly different , radical oscillationa teke ploce lnl’naka the per—
son almost unrecognizable. This characteristic, too, is common to
many hysterlecs. Under these ciruuiﬂtancea it 1e extremely difficulf
to predlct f‘rom monsnt to momant nhat hw ree.ctiamto a given situp-
tlon are gning to be, An illustration may be hulpful. According to
" Russell (746) extravagant preparationa wero made for the commemora-
tive services.for the Gernens who died when the battleship ﬁgﬁtﬁchland
was bombed. Hitiar spoke lung.ﬂnd paaaiouaﬁe}f to those attundi;g,
as well as over the radio. It was then arranged thht he ahould-lalk
down the line of:survivara and review the infantry and nawsl unifa

drawn up at attention. Newsreel cameramen were stationed nt all cru-

§i " clal pointes . _ ;
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"The firat widow to whom Hitlar spoke a few
words eried violently. Her child, who was
10 years old end who 2tood next to his be-
receved mother, began to cry heartrendingly.
Hitler patted him on the hecd and turned un-
certalnly to the next.in line. Before he -~
could speuk a word, he was suddenly overcome.
He spun completely around, left the carefully
' ' prepared program flat. Followed by his ut- »
tarly surprised companions he walked as fast
a8 he could to his car and hed himnelf driven
dway from the parade grounds."

i This sudden 51ternatian from one to the other ip not uncom-

mon. . Close associates heve commented on it time and time again.

LY
-

Ludecke (166) writes:
"There were times when he gave an impression
' o @ of unhappiness, of loneliness, of inward
. _ Lo searching....But 1n a moment, he would turn
again to whatever frenzied task... with the
swift command of a men born for netion.”

Rauachning (263):

"Almost anything might suddenly inflame his
wrath and hatred....But gqually, the trens-
ition from anger to sentimentality or en-

. thugiasm might be quite sudden."

Huddleston {759) writes: -

L |

. , ' "His eyes, soft and dreamy as he spoke to
me, suddenly flashed anq hardened..."

Voight (591} aays: . .
i .‘ . T
' 'Gloau collaboratars for many years snid that
. _ ' Hitler was always Iike this - the slightest
: T difficulty or obstacle could make him screnm
r | - with rage or burst into taars.' : : -

Y

.Haidon has comzentcd upon the dualimr of Hitlar'a character and hna

suggestad thnt the procractinat1ug side ia "Hitler " !hil;‘tha fliery
' personality which at'upt.a from time to time is the Fuehrer. Although
this may not be strictly true from a psycholagical point of viem, it

noy be helpful to think of them in thesq terma.
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There is not, however, a coamplete dissociation of the
| personality. In such a case we would expect to find the per‘aonali—'
ties -alt.ernat.ing with ench other quite beyond the woluntary control
v of the indi*ridalnl'. This ia claérl:r not hhe case with Hitiex- who ecan
adopt aith_er r'ale wore or less at will. At least, he is T111:&1«9, on
occasien, to induce tﬁa Puahr_ur‘ personality to come into sﬁiﬁtanc;a
when tae occasion danmda: Thie is what he does at a.hnont-l uver::r
gpaach;_ - At the beginning ns we have meptioned he is nervous and
Ii_naecuré on the platform. At times he has comsiderable dirficult;,r X
in- finding mymi'ng- to say. Thig is "Hitler". But under these
cireunntnnces the "Hitler"® personalaty does not ususlly predonin-
ate for any length of time. As aoon a8 he gets the fesl of the
audlence the teapo of tha spaach hncraased and the "Fuehrer" per-
sonality begins to aamt Ltsalr. Hniden sSays: "The atranm n:lf
npaecb st.iffans hm J.iks a stream of water.gtiffens a hose." Aa he
,spuak:s he seduces himself into balioﬂng that he is notuall:,r ami
' I‘undumantally the "Fushrer", or as Rnuachn_ing (268) says: __"I'rlé
doges h:.:nself with the morphina of his own. varbinga." It is this
trunafomtian, of the little Hitler into the ,great Fuehrer, which
tokes pln.ca under the ayes of his audience which probably fascinates
them. By cunplicatad psychological p;ocaﬂﬂrna they are abls to
identify thm‘a].v;s -Kth bim and a® the.speech prograsaaa,,i_;hw
themselves are tamporarily tranﬂfornﬂd and inﬂpil“ed-"
‘He must also undergo a t.rnnsfomtian of this kind when ha
ie axpecfed to make a decision or take dafinit.a action. A8 we have

= geen,’ Hit.lar procrastinates until the situation hscomaa dangerous and

-int.olarnhlo'. When he can procrastinate no longer, he le able to in-


Owner


\ =158~

REPRODUICED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

duce the Fushrer personality to assert itself. Reuschning has put
this well:
"He i3 languid and apathetic by naturs
and needs the stimulus of nervous ex-
eitement to rouse him out of chrenie
lethargy to & spasmodic sctivity," (269)
' : "Before Hitler can act he must lash him-
" - - 8elf out of lethargy and doubts into e
frenzy." (262) _
" Having lashed himself iuto this state of mind he can play
the "Fushrer® to perfection. When tha transformstion takes place
/ in his persomality all hie views, sentiments and values are slso
tranSformﬁd. The rahult is that as "Fuehrer" he can mnke state-'
meats with great canvict:lnn nhmh flatly cnnt.radict. what "I:litlsr"
: aaid a fev minutes earlier. He can grapple with the most 1mpurtant
p}oblams and in a few minutnin reduce them to e::t.rmna’lj sigple terms,
he can mpp out campaigns, be the supreme judge, deal with diplomats,

e

ignore all athical ani moral principales, order mcﬁtimg or the
dastruetinn'qf citia;fwithnut the aligh;eat hesitation. And he can
be in the beat of humor wﬁila ha is doing it. A1l of this would |
have baen completely impossible for "Hitler".

* Hitler likes to believe that this is his true ﬂulf unﬂ he |
has nadqemq:r effort to conv@nne the Gemman people ;hat it is hise
only self. But it is an artiface. The whole "Fuehrer" parsannliiy
ic a grosﬁly exaggerated und distorted conception of hasculinity as

’* Hitler conceivas it. - OUndoubtedly he -would 1iks to be such & persdn
in reality and belisves that he actually'iﬂ that person — but he de-
uaifaé hiisalr. Th;s pa;nonulity shnla all the esr-marke of a reac-

tion formation which has been created unconsciously as & compensation’

= |
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and cover-up for deeplying tendencies which he despises. This
mechanism 1s very frequently found in hysterics and always serves
the purpose of denying the true self by creating an imaga which is
dlametrically opposite and then identifying with the image. The
great Uifference between Hitler and thougands of other hysterics
is that he managed to convince millions of other people that. the
image is _raali:.r hinself. The more he l‘a;s able t.o convince them, the
mora he became convinced of it himself on the maq:;ry that eighty
million Germans can't be wrong. And so he has f&lla;n in love with
the image he, himself, created and does his utmost to fozzgat- that
'hahin,d it thei-e is quite another Hitler who is a very deapicable
fellow.

He i3 hardly more succ;ssurul in this manouvre than any
other hysteric. Secret fears and anxleties that bel;a the reality
of the imaga' keep ecropping up to shake his ::cmﬂdenca. and security.
He may rationalize these fears or displace them but they continue |
to haunt him. Underneath, Hitler is & bundle of fearé. Scms re-

at least partially justified, others seem to be groundless.: For

exasple, he has had a fear of caneer fui- many, ymirq; Urﬂiharﬂy he -

feara that he has a cancer in his stomach since he 1s always both-
:ered ;rith indigaat.ion. The assurances of his doctors are all to no
a"raii.- A few yaa‘ra‘ega 8 aifnple polyp grai én his larynx. Imi.-—
ate_l;r hialhnhr shifted to the throat and h; was sure that he had de-
veloped a throat cancer. lhcn Dr. von Eicken disgnosed it as a
simple.polyp, Hitler at first refused to heliqv; him, |

* Then he has fears of being poisoned, fears of being assas-

inated, fears of losing his health, fears of gainiug weight, fears

of treascn, fears of loeing his mt_,icél guldance, fears of enesthe—

-

w3
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tics, fears of premature death, fears that his mission will not
be fulfilled, etc. Every conceivable precaution must be taken
to ruﬁpna these dengers, real end imagined, to a minisum, In later
yoears, the fear of batrayal and panaihlaianaaasinﬁtian by ona of
Hiﬂ associates seems to have grown considerably. Thyssen (3508)
~¢laims that it has reached the point where he no longer trusts the
Gast,di:o." Frank (652) reports that even t;ha generals muet surrender
their sworde before they are admittéd into conferernces with him:"
Sleep i no longer = refuge from hisz fears. He wekea up
- in the night shaking &nd screaming. Haqsnhﬁing Elains_that ona of
Hitler's close aaaociatéa told him that:
"Hitler wakes at night with convulsive éhrieka;
\ shouts for help. He s8its on the edge of his- _ :
bed, as if unable to stir. He shakes with fear,
¥, " making the whole bed vibrate. He shouta con-
fused, unintelligible phrases. He gasps, as if
: imagining himself to be suffocating. On one oc-
. cagion Hitler. stood sweying in his room, look-
~ ing wildly about him. ‘Hel Hel He's been herel! -
" he gesped. His lips were blue. OSweadt streamed '
domn his face. OSuddenly he begsn te reel off
figurea, and odd words and broken phrases, en—
tirely devoid of ssnme. It sounded horrible.
He used strangely composed and entirely un-
German word-formations. Then he stood still,
only his 1lips moving....Then he suddenly broke
out = *There, therel' In the cornerl Who's:
" that?' He stamped and shrieked in. the familiar
’ way."” (E?i)
Zeissler (923) also reports such inciﬂnnts. It would seem that Hltr
ler's late hours aﬂ;tvary likely'dua to tha fact that he 18 afraid
to go to sleep. .
The result of these fears, as it is with almost every hys-
- A ]
teric, i3 a narrowing of the world in which he lives. Hauntad by
these fears, he distructs qurynﬂe, even those cflosest to him. He
‘ , ‘
cannot establish any close friendships for fear of being betrayed or

~ belng discovered as he really is. As hies world becomes more and nore
. _ o

-

I * L
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. . ¢ g circumgeribed hg becomes loneller and lonelier. Heffselﬁ hi-naif
| to be & captive and often compares his life 1ll.it-h that of the Pope
(Hanfataengl, 912). Fry (577) says, "spiritual loneliness must
‘be Hitlér'a secret, regret™, and ion’liegan& (491) writes:
'Parh;ps the pnun—crowﬂsd pania of the Alps
¥ i , glistening in the moonlight remind Adolph
. Hitler of the glittering but cold, lonely
heights of fame and achievement to which he °
has climbed. 'I am the loneliest man on
earth' he said to'an eamployee of hie house-
hold."
Hysterics, however, are not discouraged by all this. On
the contrary, they interpret their fears as proof of their own im-
portance rather than as signs of their fundamental weakness. As
Hitler's personal world becomes smaller he must extend ihe bound-
arias of ﬁia physical domains. Meanwhile, his image of himself
must become” evermore inflated in o;der to compensate for his depri-
vations and the nainfgnanco of his repressions. H; mist build
bigger and better bulldings, bridges, stadia and what not, as tghgi—
hledaymbclg of his fdmur and gf&uﬁnass and then use gh?aa ag evi-
dence that he really is, what he wants to bilig?n he ise . (
* There is, however, litile gmuﬂgati&n“in all this. “No
“» matter what he achieves or what he does it is never sufficient to _
eenviince him that things ar; what they seem to be. He-is always in-
aucur; and lua£ bolater up ﬁia éhper+struepura by new acquisitions
and more defenses. But the more he get; and the higher he builds,
the more ﬁa has to worry about and dafend:. He ig caught in a viciupg
circle, like so many other hysterica, which grows blgger and blgger
ae ﬁina'goea on but never brings thai the sense of security they

" crave above everything else.
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The reason for this is that they are barking ub'tho

‘-rang tree. The security they seek 1s not to be found in the out~
side world but in themselvee. Had they conquared their own unso-
cinl impulses, their real enemy, when they were young, they would not
need to atraggla with such subterfuges when they are mature. The
dnngpra'thay fear in the world around them are only the shadows
of the dangers they fear will creep up on them from within if they
do not maintain a striet ﬁgihnpe over their actions. Denying

" doea not annihilate tﬁo:.. Like tarnitas, they gnaw awey at the
foundationa of the parsonality end the hlgher the superstiructure is

bullt, the shakler it becomes. p \k

| In most hysterics, these unsoclal impulses, which they
regard as dangers, have been fairly successfully fapressnd. The
individuel feels himself to be despicable without being connciuﬁn
of the whys and wherefores of this feeling. The originalnf the i
fealing remain almost wholly unconscious or are camouflaged in
auch a way.that thay’ﬁre noﬁ obvious. to iha individual himself. In
Hitluf's case, this 1s not so - at least nutiantlre}y. He has good
ceuse for feeling deapicalle and he knows why. The repression in -
his case was .not camplntely auccassful and some of the nnaocial
tendencies do from time to time assert thamaalrn& and demand sat~
isthctiun. ‘ - ‘
. Hitler's sexual 1life has aiuajs been ih; tapic afluuﬁh 5
speculation. As pointed out in the ﬁreviouﬂ section, most of his
eloaast_aihoplaten are ngpaiﬁtalj ignorant on ihis subjact. This
ha; led to gunjactureg of,ull sorts. OSome believe that he is en~ |
tirely immne from such impulses. Somé believe that be is a chronic

masturbator. GSome belisve that he derives his pexual pleasure
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through voyeurism. Many believe that he is completely impotent.
Oﬁhern, and these are perhaps; in the majority, that he is homo-
sexual. It is probably trus that he is impotent but he is cer-
tainly not homosexual in the ordinary sense of the term.  His per—
versglon has quite a different nature which few have guessed. He
is an‘e:ttrema masochist who derives sexual pleasure from hnring a
woman aquat over him while she urinates or defecat;a on his face .
(Strasser, 919; see also, 931, 832)% o | |
Although this perversion is not’'a common ona, it is not
unknown ih clinical work, particularly in 1t5 inclpia-nt Bt-hgau.
The four collaborators on this study, in addition to Dr. De Sg_un—
sure iim learl".!.ad of the perversion from other sources » have all
ha::l expariehda nit.b: cases of this typof All five agree thet the.
~information as given im probably true .tn view of their clj,ni'call ex—
perlence and their knowledge of Hitler's chﬁract-er. In the follow- = =
ing section fl.lrther.-wii!ence of its validity will be cilted. At the
present n_.:;nant. it is auff;_ci;ent to recognize the inrluenca. ﬂmt ‘this
perversion must have on thé con;lcioua mental 1ife of Hitler.

Unquestionably Hitler has suffered severe guilt resctions

*Notem There may ba some people who would question t!mrreliéhilit.y
\af. any 1nfarﬁtim given by Ot.i;a Strasser because of his Tepu-
tation. It is perhaps because of his reputation that he cume

- by this information which had been so carefully guarded. He
alao m.:;pplia& the interviewsr with a great ﬂmﬁ uff other infor-
mation eonc:urning_ Hitler which checked very closai_y’ wiﬂ: that -
of other informants. Ae far as this study is concerned we

have no reasan to question his sincerity,

L
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from his perverse utém'l'ut_wiaa. We can easily imagine intermin-
able struggles with his conscience which incapacitated him to a
considerable extent. Surel:,r Hitlar haa oxt-ernalim 'hia own
prnblam and its supgma-ad aolution vhau he writest

"Only when the time comes when the race is
no longer overshadowed by the consclous-
nesg of its own guilt, then it will find
internal peace and externel ensrgy to cut
domn regardlessly and brutally the wild
ahoots, and to pull up the weeds.®

and againt

"Fe must be ruthlass....fe must regain our
clear conscience ag to ruthlessness....
Only thus shall we purge our people of
_ their softness and sentimental Philisti-
y o _ nism, and thelr degeneratas delight in
. beer swilling." :



Owner


REPRODUCED AL THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

CLASSIFITATION
: | P S el

Timtas ascen 3

L3

BY AL P=VG00VY 3F

. Z;];;{f'."%z;@«" ey b

DALE /o ik 1 96E

FPART V

PSYCHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS AND RECONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFICATION

CAMIIELED
Chiaa™r-_ 1%

T



Owner


REPRODUCED A" THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ! -141_

G The world has come to know Molph Hitler for his
insatisble greed for powar, his ruthleasness, cruslty and
utter lack of feeling, his contempt for eat.u.hlished insti-
tutions and his lack of moral restraints. In the course of
relatively f-m.r years he has contrived to usurp such tremendous
power that a few- velled threats, accusations or inﬂj.nuat.tnns
were sufficient to make the world tremble. In open defiance  °
of t;rwtialau he uccupiud huge tarriltoriaa and conquered millions
of people without even firing a shot. When ths world became
tired of being frightened and concluded that it was all a
bluff, he initisted the most brutal and dovastating wer in
hiatcrr - a war which, for a times, throaﬁf:nd the canplsu_
destruction of our civilization. Humsn 1life and human suffering
geen to leave this individual completely untouched as he plunges
along the course he believes he was predestined to take. '

- . Earlier in his ocareer the world had watched him with
amugement. Many people refused to take him serlously on the .~ o
nMs that "he could not possibly last". As one a?tian after
another met with amaszing success end the moasure of the man

h | . became more obvious, this amusement was transformed into

| incridlﬂmﬁsla. To most people it seemed imoncuiubln

that ‘such thin,ga uouln:l actually happen 1n our modern civﬂiutﬂ.-:m.
Hitler, the lﬂdar of these activities, bacm generally raguﬂnd |
a8 a madman, :Lf not inhuman. BSuch m conclulinn, concerning the

pature of our enemy, may be utiafactory from the point of view
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of the man in the street. It gives him & feeling of satisfac-
tion to pigeon-hole an incomprehensible individunl in one

category or enother. Having clanaified hin in thia way, he

- feela that the problel is completely aclvtd. .lll_l we nmd to

do 18 to eliminste the madman rrnl the scens of activities,
replace hin with & Sene individual, end the world will egain
return to a normal and peaceful state of affairs.

This naive view, however, is wholly inndequaﬁa for
those who are delegatéd to oégduct Fhe war against Germany or
for those who will be delegated to deal with the situation when

ﬁhe war 1z over, They cannot content themselves with simply

. regarding Hitler as a personal devil and condemning him to an

Eternal Hell in order that the remainder of the world may live

in peace and quiet. They will rualiia-that the mndnﬁua of the

Fuehrer has become the madness of a nntiﬁn; if not of a larga
part of the cuntihant. They 1111 realize that these are not
wholly the aatiunn of a single individual but that s ruciprucnl
relationship exists betwsen the Pushrer and the people and that
the madness of thé one stimulates and flows into the other and
vice versa. It was ﬁuﬁ unlyrﬂitlsr, the madman, who created
German madness, but German madness which created Hitler. Havls
cranfed him as-its apokaanan and laaﬂar, it has been cnrriad
along by his momentum; perhaps far beyond the pcint where it
was ariginally prapnrud to go. Ravnrthelena, 1t cantinua; to

follow his lead in spite of the cht that it ‘must be obvious t

‘all intelligent people now that his path leads to ineyitable

destruction.
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From a scientific point of view, therefore, we are
forced to consider Hitler, -the Fushrer, not as a perscnal devil,
wicked as his actions and philosophy may be, but as the expression
of & state of mind existing in millions of people, mot only in
Germany but, to & smaller déé:ru, in all eivilized countries.

To remove Hitler may be & necessary first step, but it would not
be the cure. It would be analogous to curing' an ulecer without
treating the undnrlyi-ng diseasas. II‘ gimiler eruptions are to
be prevented in the future, we cannot content ourselves with
simply removing the overt manifestations of the disease. On

' the contrary, we must ferrst out and seek to correct the under-

. lying factcrﬁ which produced the unwelcome phtn_unnon.' lﬁ
must discover the psychological:streams which nourish this

: du;a;.ruct.iw state of mind in order that we may divert tho@: into
channels Ihiﬂh}l'ill permit a further cwlu'_hibn. of our form of

‘ civilization. | |
| The, present study is concernad muj_ly- with Adolph

* ‘Hitler and the socizl forces which impinged upon him in the .,
course of his development and pro&ucs‘d the man we know. One
RAY qﬁaution the wiﬁop of stud;.ring the psychology of a single
irﬂiﬂdual if the pfnssnt nr. repragsents a febollion_ by a
nation agn'inpf our civilization. To understand the one does -
not tall us 'm:thing about ths'ni.llimu af ;thqu. In a sense
this is perfectly trus. In the ;'rrocaan' of growing up we are |
all faced with hi@ll;r :I.nﬂi:ridunl axperiences and exposed to |

varying social influsnces. The result is that whon we mature

:.‘-.
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no two of us are identical from a peyohologleal po;.nt of view.
In the present instance, however, we are concerned not soc much
with distinct individuals as with a whole cultiral group. The
mexbers of this group have baan'exposed to social influsnces,—
family patterns, wethods of training and education, opportunities
for development, etc.,—which are fairly homogeneous within a
glven culture or Birata of a culture. The result is that the
members of a given culturs tand to act, think and fasl more or
leas glike, at least in comtrast to the members of a different
culturel group. This justifies, to some extent, our speaking
of a gensral cultural character. On the other' hand, if a
large section qf a given culture rebells egainst the traditional
pattern then we must assume that new social influences have
been introduced which tend to produce a type of character which
capnot thrive in the old cultural environment.
| When this happens it masy be extremely helpful to
understand the nature of the ancial forces Ihieh influenced the
development of 1ndividual nnmbar: of the group. These way: nerwn
as clues to an understanding of the group as a whole inanﬁuch
as we can then investigate the frsquuncr and intensity of thasa'
same foroes in the gruup as a whole nnd draw deductions con-

. cerning fheir effact upon its ;ndividunl mexbere, If the N
individual being studied hgppe;Q tplbe the leader of the group, |
we can expect to find the pﬁrtinant factoras in an exaggerated
form lhich would tand to make than Btand out in sharper relief

fthan would be the case if we atndiad n Qvnrnga lalbar or' the
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.graup. Under these circﬁaﬁucaa, the action of the forces

may be more emsily iaula;;-ad and subjected to detailed etudy

in relation to the personality as a whole aah wall as to the

culture in general. The problem of our at.ndy should be, then,

not only whether Hitlsr is ui::l or not, but what influences in
2 his development have ‘_.u(/ him what he is.

Ir we scan the t.ranandoua quant.itias of material and
information which have been accutulated on Hit.ler, we find
1ittle which is helpful in expleining why he is uhnt he is.

IOnn can, of cnurae., make general statements as fnrw authors
have done and say, for example, that his five years 1n‘1f1&mm
wers so frustrating that he hated the whole social ‘order and
is now tak.tng his revenge for the injustices he suffered. OSuch
explanations sound very plausible at [ i.l_'st glance but we would

‘ aleo want to know why, a8 a young m; he nla unwilling to work.
when he had the opportunity and what happened to transform the
lazy Vienna beggar into the energetic péliticfép who never
seemed to t:-lra‘froni rushing from one meeting to another and
was sble to work thousands of listeners into a state of frenzy.
We would also like to know something about the origins of his
pemﬂiar working habits at the prasent time, his firm belisf
in his nisuion, and 2o on. No matter how 1ang we ptudy the
auilnblo material we can find no rat.iunal axplmtion of hie
pronan't. copdu¢t. The material is descriptive and tells us a
great deal about how he behaves under varying circlzunntamen.

what he thinks and feels about ‘various nuhjqcts; but it does
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not tell us why. To be sure, he hin;alf sometimes offers -
.explanations for his conduct but it is obviocus that these
are either bullt on flimsy rational foundations or else they
serve to push the problez further back into his past. On
this lava‘l we are in exactly the seme pnaition"fin which we

5 find ourselves when a neurotic patient first comes for help.

In the case of an individual neurotic patient, howsver,
we can ask for a great deal more first-hand information which
gradually ensbles us to trace the development of his 1r;;tiona1
attitudes or behavioral patterns to esri&er experiences or
influences in his life history and the effects of thesa on his
later behavior. In most cases ;he pufient will have forgottan
these earlier sxperiences but neverthelesa he still uses them
ae premises in his present conduct. As soon a8 we are able to
understand the premises underlying his ‘cnnduct, then his
\irrat.iunu'l behavior bacomes comprehensible t.o us.

The same finding would ﬁrnhahly hold in Hitler's case
excapt that here we du not have the oﬁpnrtuni}y of obteining
the a(;}'iiuoﬁn1 first-hand information shich 'would enabls us to
t;acn the history of his views and behavioral patterns to their

- early origins in order to diacp&ar the premises on which h-.
is operating. Hitler's early life, when hie ruﬂhanentul
 attitudes Iurelundoubtedly-fbruad, i3 a clopely guarded sepret,
particularly as far as he himself is concernsd. He has bau;
extremsly careful and has told us exceedingly little sbout

this pariod of his 1ife and even that is open to serious
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qﬁantianing. A few fr&gnunia‘huvn, however, been unearthed
which ars helpful in reconstructing his past life and the
expériances and inflnences which have detersined his sdult
character, Nevertheless, in themselves, they would be wholly
inadequate for our purposes.
Fortunately, there are other soﬁrcas of information.

One of them is Hitler himself. In every utterance a apeaker
or: amiied innoxiagly R61NE 5 & great deal about himself of
lhiﬂh‘hﬂ is entirely unaware. The cubjects he chooses for
elaboration frequently reveal unconscious factors which make
theﬁa seem more important to him than many other aspects which
would be just as apprepriate to the occﬁainn: Purthermors,
the method of treatment, together with t@n attitudes expreassed
toiarﬁa certain topics, usually reflect &hcnnscioua processes
which are aynbalicélia'rulatad ﬁofhiu own problems. The
examples he chooses for purposes ér illnafrgtion almost always
contain elements from his own earlier experiences which were
instrumental in cultivating the view he is expounding. The

| flguro;'bf speech he employs re£1e§t uncohseious conflicts
and linkages and the incidence of particular types or topicg

“ean almost bé used as a measure of his preoccupation with
'pfablana related to them, A number of experimental techniques
have been worked out which bear witness to the vniidin; of
these methods of gathering information about the mental life,
conscious ;nd umconlciﬁgn, of an individual in ad&itianlto |

the findinge of psychoanalysts and psychiatriets.

i
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Then, too, we hn1§ our practical experience in studying
patisnts whode difficulties were not unlike those we find in
Hitler. Our knowledge of the origins ﬁf these difficulties may
often be used to evaluate conflicting information, check dedue-
tions concerning what probably happened, or to fill in gnﬁs where
no information is available. It may be possible with the help
of all these sources of informetion to reconstruct the outstanding
gevents in his early life which have determined his present
behavior and character structure. Our study must, hoievar, of
necessity be speculative and inconclusive. It may tell ua a
great deal about.tha mental processes of our subject but 1t
cannot be as comprehensive or_ conclusive as the findings of a
direct study conducted with thé cooperation of the individusl,
Nevertheleas, tha.aituatiqn is such that éven an indirect study
of this kind is warranted. |

Freud's earliest and greatest contribution to psychiatry
in particulu; end to an understanding of human conduct in genaral.
was his discovery of the 1mpor£anca of the first years of a
child's 1ife in shaping his future character. It is during
these early years, when ths.child‘s acquaintanceshlip iith the
world is still meagre and his capacities are still immature,
that the chances of n;uintarprsting the natufe of the world

about him are the greatest. The mind of the child is inadequate

for undarstanding ﬁhu demands -which a complex culture makes

upon him or the host of confusing experiences to which he 1s
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exposed. In consequence, as has been #hdm .ovar and over again,
a child during his early years frequently misinterprets what |
ta going ai: about. hi.n and builds his peraonai!.ty gtructure on
false preniaqa. ‘Even Hitler concedes that this finding 1s
tmn, for he says in MEIN KAMPF:

“Thare 1a a boy, leét us say, of three.
This is the age at which s child becomas
consclous of hls first impressions. In
many intelligent people, traces of thess
early memories are found even in old age."
(MK, 42)
Under these circumstances, it :i_lll be well for us
to inguire into the nature gf-.‘ﬂitlar'a garlisst environment
" and the impressaions which he probably formed during this periocd.
Our factual information on this phase of his 1ife is practically
nil. In MEIN KAHPP Hitler tries to create the impression that
hib home was rather peaceful and quiet, his "fathéer a faithful
civil servant, the mother d?'mtaing haraa;lf to the oares of the
housshold and looking after her children with etéernslly the
same loving care.* It would seem that if this 1s -a trus
rapreaantntlnn of the home enviromnment there would bu no reason
for his aoncaal:lns’ it so scrupulously. . ‘!'hin in the only pasoage
in s book of a thousand pages in which he even in_‘a;l.nataa that -
thera wers other children for his mothar to take care of. No
brother and no sister are mentioned in any other connection
and even to his n;aabcint.aa he has never admitted that there
_ware other children besides his helf-sister, Angela. Very

little more im said about his mother, either in writing or
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Epﬂm.

Thie concealment in itself would make us suspicious

sbout the truth of the statement quoted above, We become even

more suspicious when we find that not a single patian’t mani-

festing Hitler's character 'traitﬁ has growmn up in such a well-

ordai-ad and pailcaful home environment.

"If we read on in MEIN KAMPF we find that Hitler gives

us a description of a child's life in a lower-class family.

He saysy

" Among thé five children there is a boy, let
us say, of three...When the parents fight

“-almost daily, their brutality leaves mothing

to the imagination; then the resulta of such
visual education must slowly but inevitably
become apparent to the little one. Those who
are not familisr with such conditions can hardly
imagine the results, espscilally when the mutual
differences express themselves in the form of
brutal attacks on the part of the father towards

- the mothsr or to assaulte dus to drunkenneas.

The poor little boy, at the age of six, senses
things which would make even & grown-up person
ghudder,..The other things the little fellow
hears at home do not tend to furthar his
respect for his surroundings." (MK, 42)

In view of the fact that we now know that there were five

‘children in the Hitler home and that his father 1liked to spand

. hia spare time in ‘the village tavern uhara ‘ha sometimes dra.nk

8o heavily t.hnt. he had to be brought hom by his wife or ohildmn,

we'bégin to suspect that in this p:unaga Hitlu"‘ is, in all |

probability, dncribing conditions in his own home as a child.

—_—e T

If we accapt the hypothesie that Hitler is actun].],y

tnlk.i.ng about his own home when he describes cnndiuons in the

average lower-class family, we can obtain further information
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concarning the nature of his home environment. We read:

- . “ii;ﬁhiﬂgﬂ and h!l[ﬂ.y indeed when the man from
the vary start goes his own wqy and the wife,
for the sake of the children stande up against
him. Quarreling and nagging set in, and in
the pame measure in which the husband bacomes
estranged from his wife, he becomes familiar
with alcohol.s.When he finally comes home...
drunk and brutal, but alwayes without a last
cent or penny, then God have mercy on the
scenes which follow. I witnessed all of this
personally in hundreds of scenes and at the
beginning with both disgust and indignation."’
(K, 38)

When we remember the few friends that Hitler has made in the
course of his iifa, and not a single intimate ‘friend, one
wonders where he had the opportunity of observing these scenes

personally, hundreds of times, 1f it was not in his own home.
And then he continueas S J
"The other things the little fellow hears at
home do not tend to further his respect for -
his surroundings. Not a eingle good shred
18 left for humanity, not a single institution
is left unattacked; starting with the teacher,
up to the head of the State, be it religion,
or morality as such, be it the State or soclety,
no matter which, everything is pulled down in
the nastlest manner into the filth of a
depraved mentality." (MK, 45)

A1l of ‘this agrees with information obtained from other sources
whose (veracity might otherwise be open to quesation. With this

as corroborating evidence, however, 1t seems

that the above p;aahgns are a fairly accurAte picture of the
Hitler housshold and we may surmise that these scenes did arouse

disgust and indignation in him at_ a very early age.
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These -fealings were aggrmr'nt.arl by the fact that when
his father was sober he tried to create an entirely different
impression. At such times he stood very much on his -;lignity
and prided himself on his position in the eivil service. Even
after he had retired from this service he always insisted on |
woaring his uniform when he appeared in public. He was scrupulous
"about his eppearance and strode down the vili‘uge astrest in:h:ls
most dignified manner. When he spoke to his neighbors or

acquaintances he did so in & very condescending manner and

always demanded that they use his full title when they addressed

him, IJ cue of them happened to omit a part ot‘%it, he would call
uttantiuﬁ to thelir omission., He carried this to the.point. iham,'
go informants tell us, he became a source of aﬁmmut to the
other villagers and their children. At home he demanded that

" the children address him as Herr Vater instead of using one of |
the intimate abbreviations or nicknames that children commonly
do.

Father's n ' .

We know from omr study of many cases that the character
of tha father is one of the major factors determining the |
character of the child during infaney, particularly that of a
boy. In cases in which the fathnr is a-fnirly :alléintagruto&
individml and praaants a conslstent pnt.tcrn of bohuviur which
the small boy can respect, he becomes a model Ihich t.'lﬂ ehlld

 ptrives to mlato.' The image the .child has of hia father
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becomes the cornerstone of his later character-structure and
with its help he is able to integrate his own behavior along
socially accepted lines. The importance of this first step
in charactarl darelop;lant can 8carcely be 0?Ex-‘-uﬂtimtﬁd. It
is almost a prerequiaite for a stable, secure and well-integratad
personality in latar life.

In Hitler's case, a8 in almost all other neurotics of
his type, this step was not femsible. Instead of presenting
an image of a consistent, harmonious, socimy-adjuatnd and
admirable individual which the child can use as a guide and
model, the fnthnr shows himself to be a mass of eont.rﬁdictiuu.
At times he plays the role of "a faithful civil servant® who
respects his position and the society he serves, and dn&nﬂa
that all others do likewise. ~At such times he is the soul of
dignity, propriety, nt.ornneﬁa_ and justice., To the outside ~

world he t.-rieu to appesr as a pﬂlgr of soclety whom all should

respect and obey. i\t home, on the ut;her band, pnrtimﬂarly_laft.dr

he had been drinking, he appears the exact opposite, He ia
brutal, unjust and inconsiderats, He has no respect for anybody
or m.;rhhing. The worid is all wrong and an unfit plage in which
to live. At puch times he also plays the pert of the bully and
whips his wife and ulﬂ.iﬁm who are unable to defend themselves.
Even the dog comes in for his share of kis sadistic alsplag:
Under such circumstances the child becomes confused
' and is unable to icl-_luti.f; himself with a clear-cut pattern which

he can use as a guide for his own adjustment. HNot only is this
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a severs handieap in itself but in addition the child is given
a distorted plcture of the world around hj.r and the I:Iat’ll.l‘; of
the paol:;la- in it. The home, during these years, ia his world
and he judges the outside world in terms of it. The result is"
that the whole world appears as axt.:wl} dangerous, uncertaln
and unjust as a place in which to live and ﬂm child's impulss
is to aveid 11; as far a8 possible bocauﬂa he feels tm.ablc to
copa with 11.-._ He fula insecure, particularly since he -::m
never predict baforehand how his father will behave when he
comas home in the evening or what to expect from him. The
person who should give him love, support and a fo'ﬁnllng_ of
security now fills him with anxiety, uneasiness and uncertalnty.
His pesrch for a gompotent guide.

As & child Hitler must have felt this lack very
keanly for throughout his later 1ife we find him searching for
a strong masculine figure whom he can respect and emulate.

The men with whom he had contact during his childhood evidently
could not £111 the role of gdide to his caﬁpluta ut!.nfactién.
There is some evidence that he attempted to regard soms of his
teachers in this way but whether 1t ;eun the influsnce of his
father's ranting or shortcomings in the teachers th-uelraa,‘
his attempts always mlscarried. La;oar he attempted to find
great men in history who could fi1l this need. Caesar, Hapoleon
. and Fréderick the Great m only & few of the many to whom he
Mm attached. - Although sueh historic' figures serve ag

important role of this kind in the life of almost every child,
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they are in themselves inadequste., Unless a fairly solid
foundation already exists in the mind of the child these heroes
never become flesh l,md blood people mamo.h as the relationship

is one-sided and lacks reciprocation. The sams is also true

" of the political figures with which Hitler sought to identify

himeelf during the Vienna peried. For a time Schoenerer and

Lueger became his heroces and although they wers instrumental in

forming some of his political beliefs and channeling his feelings,

they were still too far removed from him to play the role of
peramanent guides and models.

During hias career in the army we have an excellent
example of Hitler's w‘.l.llingnnas to nuhnit. to the leadership of
strong males who were willing to guide him and protect him.
Throughout his army life there 18 not a shred of evidence to
show that Aitler was anything but the model soldier as far as
submiseiveness and obadiﬂ'w_a are concerned., From a psychological
point of view his life in the army was a kind of substitute
for the home 1ife he had always wanted but could never find, and
hbmfu.u’ﬂlad hia duties -:lJ.li.ngiy and faithhzll;r. He liked it
so well that a.i‘t-or he was wounded, in 1916, he wrote to his

eomndj.ng officer and raqmatod that ha be called back to front

.dut;r bafore his leave had expired.

| Mt&rthaclaaaofthamhnsh:&dinthawand
eon_tipunﬂ to be docile to his officers. He was willing to do

anything they asked, even to the point of spying on his own
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comrades and then condemning them to death. When his officers:
singled him out to do special propaganda work because they
bellowed i bad & thlent Dor speaking, he was overjoyed.
This was the bazi.nﬁl.ng of his political carear, and here too
we can find many manifestations of his search for a leader.
In the beglnning he may well have thought of himself as the
"drummer-boy" who was heralding the coming of the great laaﬂcr.l
Certain it is that during the early years of hia career he was
- very submissive to a succession of important men to whem he
looked for guidance - von Kahr, Ludendorff and Hindenburg, to
name only a few.

It is true that in the end he turned upon them one
after another and treated them in a deepicable fashion, but
usually this changa came after he ‘discourul their personal
shortcomings and inadequaclies. As in many neurotic people of
Hitler's type I-hu have a deep craving for g,‘ui&nnu from an
older man, their requirements grow with the years. By the
time they reach maturity they are looking for, and can only
submit to, a psrson who is perfect in every respect—literally
a super-man. The result is that they are always trying to

" come in contact with new persons of high status in the hope
that each -:;n.a, in turn, will prove to be the ideal. Ko sooner
;:lo they dincm&r a uinéln waakness or shortcoming than they
depose him from the pedestal on which they have placed hiwm.
‘They then treat their fallen herces badly for hmring: falled to
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live up to their expsctations. And so Hitler has spent hia life
looking for a competent guide _tmt aiuys ends with the discovery
that the person he has chosen falls ahort of his requirements

and is fundamentally no more capable than himself. That this

~tendency is a carry-over from his early childhood is evidenced

by the fact that throughout these years he has always laid great
stress on addreseing thess persons by their full titles., Shades
of his father's t.rai.n.ing during his, early childhoodl

| It may be of interest to note at this time that of all
the titles that Hitler might have chosen for himself he ia
content with the simple one of "Fushrer®. To him this title

is the greatest of them all. He has spent his 1ife searching

for a person worthy of the role but was unable to find ome until

- he discovered himself. His goal now is to fulfill this reols to

millions of other people in a way in which he had hoped some

person might do for him. The fact that the German psople have
submitted so readily to his leadership would indicats that a

groat many Germans were in a similar state of mind as  ler

himself and were not only willing, but anxious, to submit to
anybody who could prove to them that he was competent to fill
the role. There 1s some soclological evidence that this is
probably so and that its origine lie in the structure of the |
German family and the duai role played h;r the t;t.har wlth;.n the
hou. as contrasted with the outside world. The duality, on

the average 1B, of course, not nearly as marked ag we have shown
\

L.
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it to be in Hitlar‘afcaae, but 1t may be this very fact which
qualified him to identify the need and express it in terms
which the others could understand _and accept.

; There i3 evidence that the oﬁly person in the world
at the present time who might challengs Hitler in the rols of
leader 18 Roosevelt. Iunformants are agresd that he fears naithc;r
ﬂl:nrchill nor Stalin. He feels that they are sufficiently like
himself 8o that he can understand their psychology and defeat
t.lhan at the game. Roosevelt, however, seems to be an enigma to
him. How a man can lesd a nation of 150,000,000 peopls and
keap them in line without a gi*nt deal of name-calling, shouting,
abusing and threatuning is & mystery to him. He i3 unabls to
understand haw A mAn can he the leader of a-large group and
gt{1l act like a gentleman., The result is that he sgm’i:.ly
adnirun. Roosevelt to a considerable degree, i'ngnrdléss of
what he publicly saye sbout him. Underneath he probsbly fears
him inasmuch as he is unable to pradigt.hia actions,

! I her .

Hitler‘a; father, however, was only a part of his
a.arly.anvimnnunt. There was .alau his mother who, from all
rnport#, wag a very decent type .of woman, Hitler has written
very little and ‘na.ul nothing about haf publicly. Informants
tell us, hmwr, that she wes an extremely conscientitious
and hard-working individual whose life centered around her

home and children. She was an exemplary housekeeper and
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there was never a spot or speck of dust to ﬂ;;found in the
house—everything was very neat and orderly. Eﬁa was & very
devout Catholic and the trials and tribulations that fell upon
her home she accepted with Christian resignation. Even her
last illness, which extended over many months and caused her
great pain, ]she endured without z single complaint. We may
assume tl:u;t ehe had to put up with much from her 1rn;.aa1hlo
husband and it may be that at times she did have to stand up
againat him for the talfqra of her children. But all of this
she probably accepted in the same spirit of ah;mgntion. To
her own children éshé wag nlwﬁya extremely affectionate and
gensrous although there is some reason to suppose that ahe
was mean at times to her twe stup—childrnﬁ.

In any event, every scrap of evidence indicates that
there ‘ma an a:trauely strong attachment hetgnwn herself and
Adolph. As previonsly pointed out, this was due in part to
the fact that she had leoat two, or possibly three, children
before Ad-;lph was born, Since he, too, was frall as a child
it 1s natural thet a woman of her type should do nmmhing
within her power to guard against another recurrence of her
earlier experiences. The result was that she catered to hin
whims, even to the point of spoiling him, and that she was

over-protective in her attitude towards him. We may apsumé’

that during thla first five years of Adolph's 1ife, he was the"

apple of his mother's eye and that she lavished affection on

L‘.
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him, In view of her husband's conduct and the fact that he

vas twenty-three years her senior-and far from having a loving
dispcsition, we may suppose that much of the a.ffecti:dn that
_norully would have _gone to ‘him also found its way to Adolph.

The - ramﬂt was a strong libldinal attachment between

mother mrl_\ son, It is almest certain that Adolph had temper
tantrums during this time but that the#e were not of a seriéua
nature. Their lmmediate purpose was to get his own way with

his mother and he undoubtedly succeeded in Iachieving this end.
They were a tochniqﬁe by which he céuld dominate her whenaver
"he wighed, either out of fear that she would lose his love or
out of itear‘ that if he continued he might become like his father.
There is reason to suppose that she frequently condoned behavier
of which the father would have disapproved and majy have becoma

a partner in forbidden activities during the father's absence.
Life with his mother during these early years u;lat. have been &
veriteble Paradise for Adolph except for the fact that his
father would intrude snd disrupt the happy relationship. Even
when his father did not make a scene or 1lift his whip, he would
(i-mnd utte:.xt-iun from his wife which prevented her participation
in ;;i.\ea"iuﬁ‘ﬁih activities. It was natural, under these clrcum-
stances, that Adolph lhuuld-reﬂunt the intrueion into his
Paradise and this undoubtedly aggraveted the feelings of

uncertainty end fear which his father's conduct aroused in his.
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Az he became older and the libidinal attachment to
his mother became stronger, both the resentment and fear un-
doubtedly increased. Infantile sexual feelings were probably
quite prominent in this relationship as well as fantasles of
a childish nature. This 18 t]:n Oedipus complex mentioned by
psychologists and psychiatrists whe have written about Hitler's
per;onality. The great smount of affectlon laviehed upon him
by his mother and the undeeirable character of hie father
served to develop this éonple:c to an extrsordinesry degree. | The
more he hated hls fath&r the m*.:*e dependent he became upon the
affection and love of his mother, and the more he loved his
mot.her: the more afraid he became of his father's vengeance
should his secret be discovered. Under these circumstances,
1-11:.1‘.15 boys frequently fantssy sbout ways and means of ridding

the enviromnment of the intruder. There 18 reasen to suppose

that this also happened in Hitler's early life.

Two other factors entered into the situstion which
served to accentuate the qnnﬂict- still further. One of these
was the birth of & baby brother when he was five years of age.
This introduoced & new rival onto the scene and undoubtedly
;iapri\fgd him of some of his mother's affection and attentien,
particularly since the new child was also rather eickly. We |
may Suppose that the newcomer in the family also became the

victim of Adolph's animosity and that he fantasied about
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goetting rid af him ae he had earlier contemplated getting rid
of his fathar._ There is nothing abnormal in thi; aexcept the
intensity of the emotions involved.

The other factor which'served to intensify these
feelings was thg fact that as & child he wust have discovered

hia parents during intercourse. An examination of the data

pekes this conclusion almost inaécapahla and from our knouiadgo
of his father's character and past history it is not at all
improbable. It would seem that his feslingﬁ on this occaslon
wore very mixed. On the one hand, he was indignant at his
father for what he considered to be a brutal assault upon his
mother. On the other hand, he was indignant withk his mother
because she submitted so wlllingly to the father, and he was

. 1ndigﬁant with himself because he was powerless to intervena, =i

Leter, lﬂ‘lﬂ shaell see, there was an hysterical re-living of

dale

this experience which played an important part in shaping 1
his future destiniea,

Being & spectator to this early scene had many
faparcuaaiona. Oma‘nf the most tuport?nt.nf thgan wae the

fact that he felt that hie mother had betrayed him in sub-

LI

mitting to his father, a feeling which became mccentuated
8tll] further when his baby brother was born. He loat much
of his respect for the female sex and while in Vienna, Hanisch

reporta, ha'frnqunntly spoke at length on the tople of love R -i

and marrisge and that "he had very austere ldeas about

i
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relations between men and women". Even at that time he maintained
t-hgt if wen only wanted to they could adopt a nt.rict.l;;v moral
way of living. "He often said it was the woman's fauli; if a
men went astray™ and "He used to lecture us sbout this, saying
;m;ry woman can be hed." In other words, bhe regarded woman as
the seducer and responsible for man's downfsll and he condemned
them for their disloyalty. These ettitudes are probably the
outcopa of his early experiences with his mother who first
seduced him into s love relationship and then betreyed him by
giving herself to his father. Nevertheleas, he still continued
1_',0 believe in an idealistic form of love and marriasge which would
be possible if a loyal woman could be found. As we know, Hitler
never gave himpelf in_ta the hands of a woman again with the
possible exception of his niece, Gell Ruubai, which alao ended

- in disaster. gutaidq.oi‘ that single exception {he has lived a
loveless life. His distrust of both men and women is so deep
that in‘ Ia.ll his hist«-a:ry there is no record c.:f a really intimate
and lasting frlendship.

| The outcome of these early experi_encau wag probably

& feeling of being very mﬁh alone in a hoatile world. He
hated his father, distrusted his mother, and desplsed himself
for his weakneps. The impature child finds such a state of
mind almost unendurable for anarl lengtt_l of time and in urdulur to
gain peace and security in his dnvirﬁnmétiﬁ these raailﬁgn are
gradually repressed from hiz memory.

4
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This ie a normal procedure which happens in the case
of every child at a relatively early age: This process of
reprepssion enables the child to reestablish a more or less
frianqu relationship with his parents without the interference
of disturbing memories and enﬂtionﬁ. The early confliets,
however, are not solved or destroyed by such # process and we

must expect to find manifestations of them later on. When the

' early repreasion has been fairly adequate these canflicta lie

dormant until adolescence when, due to the process of maturation,
they are reawarensd. In some cases they reappear in very much
their original form, while In others they are expressed in a

camouflaged or symbolic form.

In Hitler's case, however, the conflicting emotions
and sentiments were so strong that they could not be held in
a latent state during this time. Quite early in his school
career we find hie conflicts appearing again in a symbolic form.
Gnfortunately, the symbole he unconucioualf chose to express his
own inner aonflictﬁ were such that they have seriously affected L
tha‘futnré of the world. And yet these symbols fit his peculiar

nituatiﬁn 8o ﬁorfactly that it was almost 1nnvit§blu that they &

would be chosen as vehicles of expression.

Unaunﬂeiounlj, all the emotione he had once felt for
his mother becamé transferred to Germsny. This transfer of

affect was relatively easy inasmuch as Germany, like his mother,
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was young and ﬂgoroﬁa and held promise of ﬁ great future under
auitabia circumstences. Purthermore, he felt shut off from
Germany as he now felt shut off from his mother, even though °
ha secretly wished to be with her. Germany became a symbol
of his ideal uc&.har and his sentiments are clearly expressed
in his writings and speeches. A few excerpts will serve to
illustrate the transfer of emotlon:

"The longing grew stronger to go there
(Germany) where since my early youth
I had been drawn by secret wishes and
sacret love."

"What I first had looked upon as an im-
passable chasm now spurred me on to
grester love for my country than sver
before." '

"Ain unnatural separation from the great
common Motherland."™

"] appeal to those who, severed from the
Motherland, ...end whe now in painful
emotion long for the hour that will
allow them to return to the arms of the
beloved mother."

It is significant that although Germens, a8 & whole, invarlably

refer to Germany as the "F:nt.herlund' s Hitler almost alwaya

refers to it as the "Motherland." _

Just as Germeny was ideally suited to syubolize his
uother, o was .h_uﬁia ideally suited to symbolize his rutha-r.
Like his father Mustria wae old, exhsusted, and decaying frol,
within. He therefore transferred all his unconscious hatred
froe his father to the Austrian sfatu. Be could now give vent

to all his pent-up emotions without exposing himself to the
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-dangers he believed he would have encountered had he axpfuaaad

these same feelings towards the persons really involved. In
MEIN KAMPF he frequently refers to the Austrian state, for
example, in terms such ne these:

" W... an intense love for my native German~-
lustrien country and a bitter hatred
against the Austrian state.”

"Fith proud admiration I compared the
rise of the Reich with the dscline
of the Austrian state.?

The alliance between Austria and Germany served to symbolize
the marriage of his mother and father. Over and over again we
find references to this alliance and we can see clearly how
deeply he resented the marriege of his parents because he felt
that his father was a detriment to his mother and. only through
ﬂm death of the former could the latter obtain her fraadoi and
find her palvation. A few quotations will illustrate his

sentiments:

®"ind who could keep faith with an
imperial dynasty which betrayed the
cause of the CGerman people for its
own ignominious ends, & betrayal that
occurred again and again.” ¢

"Fhat grieved us most was the fact that
the whole system was morally protected
by the alliance with Germany, and thuse
Germany herself..,walked by the side of
the corpse.”

f.eelt Buffices to state here that from .
my earliest youth I came to a conviction

which never deserted me, but on the con-

trary grew stronger and strooger: that
the protection of the German race presumed

the destruction of Austrie...that above all -
elpe, the Royal Houss of Hapsburg was destined
te bring misfortune upon the German nation."
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"Since my heart had never beaten for

an Austrian monarchy but only for a

German Reich, I could only loock upon -

the hour of the ruin of this state

a8 the beginning of the salvation of

the German nation.” |

When we have grasped the significance of this trana-

ference of affect we have made a long step in the direction of
understending Hitler"s actiona. Uncongciously he is not dealing
with nations composed of millions of individuale but is trying
to solve his personsl conflicte and rectify the injustices of
his childhood. -Unable to enter into & "give-and-take" relatiomship
with other human belngs which might afford him an opportunity
of resolving his confliets in a realistic manner, he projects
his personal probleme on great nations end then tries to solve

thex on this unrealistic level. His microcosm has been inflated

-

into a macrocosm.

Fe can now understand why Hitler fell on hie knees and
thanked God when the last war broke out. To him it did not wean
simply a war, as such, but an opportunity of fighting for his
symbolic mothe®,—of pmvfi.ng- his manhood and of being accepted
by her. It was inevitable that he wouln:‘. seek enlisfmeﬁt. in the
German Army rather than in the Austrian Army nnd it was also
inevitable, under these circumstances, that he would be a good
and obadient soldier. Uncongciously it wag ma though he were
a 11%tls boy who was playing tho part of a man while his mother
stood by snd watchied Bix, Her Atbuve wifers was bis grest™
concern and in order to prove hie 1mro-‘he was willing, if need

. l:'li, to saorifice hie own life for her.
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The erf‘gﬂ"g of Gormpepy's defeat.
Everything went smoothly as long as he rnlt. gsure that
all would turn out well in the end. He never complained about
the hardshipe that were imposed on him and he never grumbled with
the other men. He was happy in what he wae doing and met the
triels and tribulations of army life with his chin up until he
discovered that ma were going badly and that hia symbolic
mother was about to be degraded as he had imagined his real
| mother had bean degraded in his childhoods To him it was as if
hia mother wes again the victim of a semusl mssault. This time
it was the November Criminals and the Jaia who were guilty of the
foul deed and ‘hu pronptiy transferred his repressed hate to these
new perpetrators. S
‘ When he became fully-aware of Cermeny's defeat he reacted
ina tﬂ:_t.l'.aally hysterical manner. He refused to accept or adjust
to the situation on a reality level. Instesd, he rescted to tq.-.iﬁ
avent as he probably reacted to the discovery of his parents in

intercourse. He writes:

"] stumbléd and tottered rearwards with
burning eyes...Alrsady a few hours later
tha eyes had turned into burning coalse;
it had become dark arocund me."

In apother place he writes:

"Mhile everything began to go black again
before my eyes, stumbling, I groped my
way back to the dormitory, threw muyself
on my cot end buried my burning head in
the covers and pillows.”
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At the time this happened h'a had besn exposed to a
slight attack of mustard gas. He immediately believed that he
was blinded and speschleBs. Although he spent several weeks
in hoepital, neither his symptome nor the development of the
i1lness corresponded to those found in genuine gas cases. It
has been definitely established that both the blindness and
the mutism were of an hystericel neture. The physician who
treated him at that time found his case so typlcal of hy_nterica.’l
symptoms in general thet for years after the war he used it t:ll
en ifllustration in his courses given at a prominent GCerman
medical school. We know from a great many other cases that
during t.he. énaat of such attacks the patient behaves in exactly
the same manner as he did earlier in his life when confronted
by a situation vilt-h the uu emoﬁo@ content. It is as though
the individual were actually reliving the earlier experience
over again. In Hitler's case this earlier oxparieﬂnc was almost
certainly the diacc;very of his parents in intercourse .md that
he interpreted this as a brutal ﬁnuault. in which he was
powerless. He refused to believe what his eyes told him and
the experience. left him speechless.

That this interpretation ie correct is e;videucaﬂ by
hie imagery in dealing with the event later on. Over and over
again we find figures of speech such ae these: |

- m,,,by what wiles the soul of the German
has been raped,"

*...cur German pacifists will pass over
in pilence the most bloody rape of the
nation.”

which 1llustrate his sentiments 'wry clearly.
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It was while ha |ua in the huaﬁital suffering from
hysterical blindness and mutism that he had the vision that
he would liberate the Germans from their bondage uﬁﬂ make
Germany great. It was this viasion that set him on his present
political career and which has had such a determining influence

on the course of world events. More than anything elsa it was

‘this vialon which convinced him that he was chosen by Providence

and that he had a great mission to perform. This is probably

iha most outstanding characteristic of Hitler's mature personality
and it is this which guides him with the "precision of a sleep-
walker."”

From an analysis of many other cases we know that such
convictions never result from an adult experience alone. In
order to carry conviction they must reawaken sarlier beliefs
which have their roots far back in childhood. It is, of course,
notﬁing unusual for a child to believe thn£ ha is some special
creation and destined to do great things before he dies. One
can almost say that every child passes through such a periocd
Qn his way to growing up. In many people remnants of such early
beliefs are observeble inasmuch as tha} fesl or balieves that.
Fate or Luck or Providence or some other extra-natural power
has chogen them for special favors. In most of these cases,
however, the adult individual only half believes that this is

rquily 8o even whan a whole series of favorable eventp may make
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the hypothesis plausible. Only rarely do we find a firm
convietion of this kind in adulthood and then only when
there were extenuating circumstances in childhood which
made such a belief necessary and convincing.

In Hitler's case the extenuating circumstances
are relatively clear. Mention has already been made of the
fact that his mother had given birth to at least two and
poasibly +three children, all of whom had died prior to his
own birth, He, himself, was a frail and rather sickly infant.
Under these ¢1rcuhatan¢es, his mother undoubtedly axertn&
herself to the utmost to keep him alive. He was uhquestiun-

ably spoiled during this period and his survival was probably

the great concern of the family as well as of the neighbors.

From his earliest days there was, no doubt, eonai&:rabla talk
in the household about the death of the other children and
conetant comparisons between their progress and hie own.
Children first become aware of death -as a phencmencn
very eerly in life and in view of these unusual circumstances
it may have dawned on Hiﬁlar even earlier +than with most
children. The thought of death, in iiaelf, is inconceivable
to & small child and they usually are able to form only
the vaguest conception of what it means or implies before
they push it out of their minds, for later consideratiom.
In Hitler's case, however, it was a living issue and the

fears of the mother were in all likelihood communicated to


Owner


REPRODUCED AL THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

-172-

hin., As he pondered the problem in his immature way, he
probably wondered why the others died while he continusd to
live. The natural conclusion for & child to draw would be
that he was favored in some wey or that he nal chosen to live
for some particuler purposa. The haiief that he was the
"chosen one" would have been reinforced by the fact that as
far as his mother was concerned he was wvery much the chosen
one in comparison with her two step—children who were alao
living in the home at that time.

Thie belief must have been strengthened considerably
when, at the age of five, his baby brother was born. This
baby brother has undoubtedly played a much more important
role in Adolph's life tlum has been ncknanledhad by his
l':ciogr-apharn. The pertinent fact at the moment, .J;o:z.r.frar, ins
that this brother too died before he was six yeare old, It
was Adolph's first real experience with death and it must have
brought up the problem of death again in a much more vivid
form. Again, we can surmise, he asked himself -h;r they died
while he cuntinuoa‘ to be saved. The only plausible answer to
a child at that age would be that he must be under divine
protection, 'ﬁzia DAy Beem f&—fehhﬁ and yet, as an adult,
Hitler tells us that he ralt.mﬁtly this way whaﬁ he was at

the front during the war, even hafor§ he had the vision. Then,

t;ﬁo, he spéculated on why it is that Eomradoa all around him

are killed while he is saved and again he comes to the
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conclusion that Providence must be protecting him. Perhapse
the exemplary courage he displayed in carrying messages at
the front was due to the fealing thet some kindly Fate was
watching over him., Throughout MEIN KAMPF we find this tm. of
thinking. It was Fate that had him born eo closes to the German
border; it was Fate that sent him to Vienna to suffer with the
masses; 1t was Fate that caused him to do many things. The
experience he reporté at the front, when a voice told him to.
pick up his plate and move to another section of the trench
Just in time to escaps a shell which killed all his comrsades,
must certainly have strengthened this belief to a marked degree
and paved the way for his vision later on.
The Messish complex.

Another influence may have helped to solidify thls
system of belief, Among patients we very frequently find
that children who are spoiled at an early age and establish a
strong bond with their mother tend to question their paternity.
Eldest children in particular are prone to such doubts and it 1is
most marked in cases where the father is much older than the
mother. In Hitler's cade the father was twenty-three years
older, or almost twice the age of the mother. Just why this
should be 18 not clear, from a psychological point of view,
but in such ceses 'tharu is a strong tendency to balian_ that
thair_fntﬁnr is not their real father and to mscribe their -

birth to some kind of supernaturel conception. Usually such .
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beliefs are dropped as the child grows older. It can be
observed in young children, however, and can often be recovered
in adults under suitable conditions. Due ﬁo the unaympathetic
and brutal nature of his father we may suppose that there was
an added incentive in rejecting him as his real father and
postulating some other origin to himself. | |

The problem iz not inﬁortant in itself at the moment
except insofar ms it may help to throw some light on the

| origins of Hitler's conviction in his mission and hls belief
that he is guidad by some extra-natural power which communicates
to him what he should end should not do under varying circum-
stances., This hypothesis is tenable in view of the fact that
during his stay in Vienna, when still in his early twenties,
he grew a beard and again directly after the war when he again
grew a Christ-like beard. Then, too, when he was a student at
the Benedictine school his ambition was to join the Church and
become an abbot or priest. All of these give some indicatlon
of a Messish complex long before he had started on his meteoric
career and become an open competitor of Christ for the affections
of.the German pacple.
ar of dea apire for LEy.

Although beliefs of this kind are common during
childhoﬁd they are usually droppo& or are modified as the
individual beanuﬁsxnlge? and more experienced. In Hitler's

case, howsver, the reverse has taken place. The conviction
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became stronger as he grew older until, at the present time,

it 1l: the core of hip thinking. Under ﬁasa circumstances, we
must suppose that some powerful psychological stream continued
to nourish these infantile modes of thought. Thie peychological
stream is probably, a8 it is in many other cases, a fear of
death. It seems logical to suppose that in the course of hie
early deliberetlions on the deamths of his brothers his first
conclusion was probably that all the others die and that con-
sequently he too would die. His fear would not be allayed by
his mother's constant concern over his well-being, which he

may have interpreted as an indicatlon that the danger was
{mminent. Such a conclusion would certainly be a valid onme for
a child to make under the circumstances, The thought of his
own death, however, is almost unbearsble to a small child.
Nothing is quite so demoralizing as the constant dread of solf-
annihilation. It goaws away day and night and prevents him

from enjoying the good things that 1life affords.

To rid himself of this damsjbat.ing fear bacomes
his major objectiva. This 1a not aasllsr accomplished, especially
when all available evidence seems to corroborate the validity
of the fear., Im apder to offset its potency he is almost
driven to deny its rsaﬁty by adopting the belief that he 1s
of divine origin and that Providence is protecting him from
all harm. Only by use of euch a technigque is the child able

to convince himself that he will not die. We must also
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remenber that iu Hitlar'# case there was not only the unusual
succesalon of geathﬂ of aiblings, but there wes alao the
constent menace of hin father's brutaiity which halped to -
make the fear more intense than in most children. This
danger could easily be exaggerated in Hitler's mind due to
a sense of guilt concerning his feelings towards hia reapactive
parents and what his father nigﬁ% do to him if he discovered
his secret. Thaese feelings would tend to increase his fear
of death at the same time that they caused him to reject his
father, Both tendencies would serve to nourish tﬁa belief
that he was of divine origin and was under its protection.

It is my belief that thia basic fear of death is
still present and active in Hitler's character at the present
tize. As time goes on and h;'appraéahaa the age when he might
raagonably expect to die, this infantile rearlaaaarta itself
more strongly. As a mature, intelligent man he knows that th;
law of nature is euch that his phyeical self ia destined to
die. He is still . not able, however, to accept the fact that
he as an individual, his psyche, will also die. It is this
element in his psychological structure which demands that he

bacoms immortal. Most people are sble to take the sting out

of this fear of ‘death through religlous beliefs in life after

" death, or through the feeling that a part of them, at least,

will contlnun.ta'go on living in their children. In Hitler's

cass, both of these normal channels have been clossd and he
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hes been forced to seek immortality in a wore direct form.
He must arrange to go on living in the German people for at
least a thousand years to come. In order to do this, he must
oust Christ aa & competitor and usurp his place in the lives
of the German peopla. |

In addition to ovidenee drawn from experience with
patients which would mske this hypothesis tendble, we have
the e?idénce afforded by Hitler's own fears and attltudes.
We have discussed these in detail in Section IV, Pear of
assasaination, fear of'poiaoning, fear of prematurs death, ete.,
all deal with the problem of death in an uncamouflaged form.
One can, of courge, maintain that in view of his position all
these fears are more or less justifisd. There is certainly
some truth in tﬁin contentlon but we alsc notice that as time

goes on these fears have increased conslderably until now they

| have reached the point where the precsutions for his own safety

far exceed those of any of his predecessors. As long as he
cnula hold a plebescite every now and then and reassure himself
that the German people 1o;od him and wanted him, he felt bqtber.
Now that this is no longer possible, he has no aanj way of
curbing the fear and his uncertainty in the future becomss
greater. There can be little doubt concerning his faith in

the results of the plebescites, He wae firmly convinced that

_ the 98% vote, approving his actiona, really represented the

true feelings of the German people. He believed thia because
¥ i % i
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he needed such reassurance from time to time in order to carry
on with a fﬁirly easy mind and maintain his delusions,

When we turn to his fesr of cancer we find no justif-
ication whatever for his bellef, especially in view of the
fact that several outstanding specislists in this disemse have
assured him that it is without foundatiom. Neverthalass, it is
one of his bldest fears and he continues to adhere to it in
spite of all the expert testimony to the contrary. This fear
becomss intelligible when we remember that his mother died
following an oparation .rar cancer of the breast. In connection
with his fear of death we must not forget his terrifying night-
maraes from which he awakes in a cold sweat and acts as though
he were being suffocated. If our hypnthéain is correct, namely,
that a fear of death iz one of the pow&rfhl unconhcioua.atraana
igich drive Hitler on in his mad career, then we can expect that
as the war progresses and as he becomes older the fear will
continue +to increase. With the progress of events along their
present course, it will be more and more difficult for him to |
feel that his mission is fulfilled and that he has successfully
cheated death and achieved immortelity in the German psople.
Nevertheless, we can axpact him to keep on trying to the best
of his ability as long as & ray of hope remains. The great
danger is that If he feels that he cannot achleve immortality
as the Great Redeemer he may seek it as the Creat Destroyer

who will live on in the minds of the German people for a
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thousand yesrs to oome. He intimated this in a conversation

with Rauschning when h; saide

*He shall not capitulate——no, never.

¥e may be destroyed, but if we are,

we shall drag a world with us-—a world

“ in flames.™

With him, az with many others of his type, it may well be &
casa of immortelity of any kind at any price.
Sexual development.

Closely interwoven with several of the themes which
have already been elsborated is the development of his sexual’
life. From what we know about his mother's excessive cleanliness
and tiﬂinoﬂa we may agsume that ghe employed rather stringent
measures during the tollet training period of her children. This
usually results in a residusl tension in thic area and 1s regarded
by the child as a severe frustration which arouses feelings of
hostility. Thip facllitates an allience with his infantile
aggreasion which finde an avenus for expression through anal

activities and fantasiea. These ususlly center around soiling, .

" mamiliation and destruction, and form the baslia of a sadistic

charascter. .

Here, agaln, we may assume that the experlence was
more 1nt:snaa in Hitler's case than in the average due to t.he
strong attachment and spoiling of his mother in early infancy.
Unaccustomed to minor frustrations which most children must

learn to endure, prior to the toilet training, he was poorly
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equipped to deal with this experience which plays an important
role in the 1ife of all infants, Even now, as an adult, we find
Hitler unable to cope with frustrating expariences on a mature
level. That a residual tension from this period still exists
in Hitler is evidenced by the frequency of imagery in his specking
and writing which deal with dung and dirt and smell. A few
11lustrations may help to clarify hls unconselous precccupation °

with these subjects.

"You don't understand: we are just
passing a magnet over a dunghill, and
we shall see presently how much iron
was in the dunghill and has clung to
the magnet." (By 'dunghill' Hitler
meant the Germsn people.)

"And when he {the Jew) turms the treasures
over in his hand they are traneformed into
dirt and dung."

H.ssOna'a hands seize slimy jelly; it
8lips through one's fingers only to
collect again in the next moment."

"Charity 1s sometimes actually comparable
to the manure which is spread on the

fiesld, not out of love for the latter,

but out of precaution for one's own benefit

later on."

"...dragged into the dirt and filth of the
lowast depths.” '

*Later the smell of these caftan wearers
made me 111. Added to this were their
dirty clothes and their none too heroie
appearance.®

",..The rottenness of artifiecially nurtured .
conditlions of peace has more than once
stunk to high heaven."
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His ]il?idiml devﬂlupmnlt., howavar, was not arrestad
at thiz point but progressed to the genital level at which the
Oedipus complex, already referred to, developed. This complex,
a8 we have peen, Qaa aggravatad by his mother's pregnancy at
precisely the age when the complex normally reaches its greatest
inteaneity. In addition to accentuating his hetred for his
father and esatranging him from hie mother, we can assume that
this avent at this particular time served to generate an abnormal
curiosity in him. He, like all children at this age, must have
wonderad how the unborn child got into the mother's stomach
and how it was golng to get out.

These throe reactions have all played an important
part in Hitler's psychosexual development. It would seem from
the evidence that hiles aghressive fantasies towards the fntﬁar
reached such a point that he became afraid of the poseibility
of retaliation if his secret desires were discovered. The
retaliation he probably feared was that his father would
eastrate hinm or injure his genital capacity in some way—a
fear which is later expressed in substitute form in his
syphilophobia. Thraughuu&IHEIH E&HPf he comes back to the
topic of syphilis aénin and again end spends almost an entire
chapter describing ite horrore. In almost all cases we find

. - that a fear of this sort is rooted in ;‘rénr of genital injury |
during chilﬂhood. In many cases this fear uué so overpowerling

'i that the child abandoned his genital sexuallity entirely and
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|
regreassed to earlier stages of libidinal development. In ord&
to maintain these repressions later in life he uses the horrors
of syphilis as a justification for his unconscious fesr that
genital sexuality is dangerous for him, and also as a rational-
ization for his avoidance of situations in which his earlier
desires might be aroused.

In sbandoning the genital lewel of libidinal develop-
ment the individusl becomes impotent s far as heterosexual
relations are concerned. It would appear, from the evidence,
that some sjuch process took place during Hitler's early child-
hood. Throughout his early edult life, in Vienna, in the Army,
in Munich, in Landsberg, no informant hes reported a hetero-
gexual relationship. In fact, the Informants of all these
periods make a point of the fact that he had absolutely no
interest in women or any contact with them. Since he has come
to power his peculiar relationship to women has been so
noticeeble t.h;lt. wany writers believe that he 1s completely,
asexual. Some have surmised that.he suffered a genital injury
during the last war, others that he is homosexual. The former
hypotheais, for which there ia not a. gshred of real evidence,

is almost ‘cart.ainly falge. The second hypothesis we will

examine latar on. _
When a regression of this kind take place the sexual

inatinct usually becowss diffuse and many organs which have |
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yielded some sexual stimulation in the past bacome permanently
:.nveatocl with saxual aignifiennui. ' The oyeb, for example, may
become a substitute sexual orgen and seeing then takes on a
sexual significance. This seems to have happened in Hitler's
case for a number of informants have commented on his delight

in witnessing strip-temse and nude dancing numbers on the stage. |
On such occasions he can never see enough to gatisfy him even
though he uses opera glasses in order to observe more closely.
Strip-tease artists are frequently invited to the Brown House,

in Munich, to perform in private and there is evidence that he
often invites girls to Berchtesgaden for the purpose of exhibiting
their bodles. On hia walls are numerous pictures of obscens
nudes which conceal nothing and he takes particular delight

in looking through & collection of pornographic pilctures whioh
Hoffwann has made for him. We also know the extreme pleasure

he derives from huge pageants, circus performances, opera, and
purti.cuiarly the movies of which he can never get emough. He
has told informants that he gave up flying not only because of
the danger involved but because he could not see anough of the
country. Por this reason, automobile travel is his favorite
form of transportation. From all of this it 1s evident that
seeing hes a speclal sexual significance for him. This probably
aocounts for his "hypnotic glance" whi&h-haa been the subject
of}ounnt by 8o many writers. Some have reported that at their

first meeting Hitler fixated them with his eyes as if "to bore
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through them." It is also interesting thut'{;han the other
person meets his ﬁt..a.ra » Hitler turns his eyes to the ceiling
and keeps them there during the interview. Then, too, we must
not forget that in the moment of crisis hias Rysterical attack
manifested itself in blindnesza.

In addition to the eyes, the anel reglon has also
become highly sexualized and both faeces and buttocks become
paxual objscts. Due to early toilet tralning, certain inhibitlons
have been set up which prevent their direct expression. However,
we find so many instances of imagery of this kind, perticulerly
in connection with saxual topice, that we must assume that this
area has unusual sexual significance. The nature of this
significance we will consider in & moment.

The wmouth, too, seoms to have become inveated as an
erogenous zone of great importance. Few authors or informants
have neglected to mention Hitler's pecullar dietary hnhitu.

He consumes tremendous quantities of eweets, candies, cukes,
whipped cream, etc., in the course of a day in addition to his
vegetable diet. On the other hand, he refuses to eat meat,

drink beer or smoke, all of which suggest certain unconsclous
inhiﬁitians in this area. In addition, he has a pathologlcal -
fear of‘palanning by mouth, and has ahutn'ah obsessional
pr;oecupatian at times with mouth washing. These suggest a
reaction formation or defh;nc against an unacceptable tendency

to +take something into his mouth or get something out which
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from one p&lﬁt of view appears to ha‘diaguating. In this
connection we must not forget his r;aolvu to stafwa himself

to death after the failure of the Beer Hall Putsch, his
hysterical mutism at the end of the last war, and his love of
speaking., The significance of thess we #hall consider later on.
Disturbance of love relations.

The second effect of his mother's pregnancy was his
estrangement from her. The direet result of this was, on the
one hand, an idealization of love but without a sexual component
nhd, on the other hand, the setting up of a barrier against
intimate relationships with other people, particulerly women.
Having been hurt once, he unnanfciously guards himself against
a similar hurt in the future. '&nfhia relationship to his niece,
Geli, he trisd to overcome this barrier but he was again
disappointed and since then has not exposed himself to a rtull;‘
intimate relationship either with man or woman. He has ecut
himself off from the world in which love plays any part for
fear of being hurt and what love he can experience ie fixmted
on the abstract entity-—Germany, which, as we have soen, is a
symbol of his ideal mother. This is a love relationship in
which sex playe no direct part.

I of his rorsion.

The third cutcome of his wother's pregnagcy waa to

arouse an excessive curiosity. The great mystery lho children

of this age, who find themselves in this situation, is how the
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unborn chidd got into the mother's stomach and how it is going
to get out. Even in cases where the children have witnessed
parental intercourse, this elvant is rarely linked with the
ensuing pregnancy. ©Since, in their limited experience, everything
that gets into their stomach enters by way of the mouth a.nd
ewrythi(?z that comes out usually does so by way of the rectum,
they are prone to believe that conceptlon somehow takes place
through the mouth end that the child will be born via the anus.
Hitler, as a child, undoubtedly adhered to this belief but this
did unt: satisfy his curiosity. He evidently wanted to see for
hinaalfl how it came out and exsctly what happened.

This curiosity laid the foundation for his strange
perveraion which brought all thres of his sexualized zones into
play. In her description of sexual experiences with Hitler,
Geli stressed the fact that it was of the utl_lost importance
to him thet she squat over him in such a way that he could see
everything. It is interesting that Roshm, in an entirely
different connection, once said:

"He (Hitler) is thinking about the
peasant girls. When they stand in the
fialds and bend dom at their work so
that you can see their behinds, that's
what he likes, especially when they've
got big round ones. That's Hitler's sex
life, What A man,"”

Hitler, who was present, did not stir a muscle but only stared

at Roehm with compressed lips.
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From a consideration of all the evidence it would
ssem that Hitler's perversion ia as Gell has described it,.
The great danger in gratifying it, however, is that the indiv-
idual might get fasces or urine into his mouth. It is this
danger that must be guarded against.

turn to 8 woRrb.

Another possibility in infentile thinking presents
itaslf in thie connection. When the home environment is harsh
and brutal, as it was in Hitler's case, the small child very
frequently envies the position of paasivit_y’und security the
unb-érm child “enjoys within the mother. Thls, in turm, gives
rise to fantasies of finding a wey in to the longed-for claustrum
and ousting his rival in order that he may take hia place.

These fantasies are usually of very brief duration bacause, as

" the child believea, he would have nothing to eat or drink

axca'pt faeces and urine. The thought of such a dlet arocuses
fealings of disgust and consequently he abandons his fantasies
in order to awvold t:.hana unp-la‘amt; feelings. In nm;r
peychotica, however, tﬁaaa fantasies continue and strive to
e:q:.vroas themselves overtly. The outatanding bit of evidence
in Hitler's case that such fantagies were present 1s to be

found in the Kehlstein or Eagle's Nest which he has built

| for himeelf near Berchtesgaden. Interestingly enough, many

people have. commented that only a madman would concelve of

such a place, let alone try to build it. From a symbolic point
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of view ona can easily imagine that this is a materialization
of a child's conception of the return to the womb. First
there 18 a long hard road, then a heavily guarded entrance, a
trip through s long tunnel to an extremely inaccessible place.
There one can be alone, safe and undisturbed, and revel in the
joys that Mother Nature bestows. It is also interesting to

note that very few people have aver been invited thers and

" many of Hitler's closest associates are either unaware of

its existence or have unly.aeen it from a distance. Extraordin-
arily enough, Francols-Poncet ls one of the few people who was
ever invited to visit there. In the French Yellow Book, he
glves us an extremely yivid description of the place, a part
of which may be worthwhile quoting:

"The approach is by a winding roed about

nine miles long, boldly cut out of the

rocks.+the road comes to an end in front

of a long underground passage leading

into the mountain, enclosed by a heavy

double door of bronze. At the far end

of the underground passage & wide 1ift,

panslled with sheets of copper, awalts

the visitor. Through a vertical shaft of

550 feet cut right through the rock, it

rises up to the level of the Chancellor's

dwelling place. Here is reached the aston-

ishing ec¢limax. The vieitor finds himself

in a strong and massive bullding containing

a gallery with Roman pillars, an immenge

eireular hall with windows all around,...

It gives the impression of being suspended

in space, an almost overbanging wall of

bare rock rises up abruptly. The whole,

bathed in the twilight of the autumn evenlng,
§ is grendioss, wild, almost hallucinating.

The visitor ers whether he is awake

or dreaming.” 848)

L
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If one were asked to plan something which represented & return
to the womb, one could not poasibly surpass the Kehlstein.

It is also significant tha't.. Hitler often retires to this strange
place to await instructiona concerning the course he is to
pursus.

Yegetarianign.

We can surmise from the psychological defenses Hitler
has set up, that there was a period during which he struggled
against these tendencles. In terms of unconsclous sywbolism
moat 18 almost synonomous with faeces and beer with urine. The
fact that there is a strict taboo on both would indicate that
these desires are still present and that it is only by refrain-
ing from everything symbolizing them that he can avold arousing

anxieties. Rauschning reports that Hitler, following Wagner,

attributed much of the doca:,r of our civilizatiun to meat eat.ing.

That the dacminnca -"ha;:-l itn nr.‘l.gin 1n t.ha abdomen—chronic con-
stipation, poisoning of the juices, and the results of drinking
to excess."” This asasartion suggests decay ( cnnt;uinatlcm; |
corruption, pollution, and death) as the resultant of consti-
pation, that is, fasces in the gastro-intestinal tract, and if

this is 8o, decay might be avolded both by not eating anything

.ramhling faeces and by taking purges or ejecting as frequently

as possible. It hes been reported that Hitler once Buid that

he was confident that all nations would arrive at t.he point

 where they would not feed any more on dead animals. It is
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interesting to note that according to ome of our most reliable
informants Hitler only became a2 real vegetarian after the
death of his nisce, Geli. In olinical practice, ons almost
invariably finds compulaive vegetarianiam setting in after the
death of a loved object.

We may, therefore, regard Hitler's perversion as a
compromise between psychotic tendencies to eat faeces and

drink urine on the one hand, and to live a normal socially

adjusted 1ife on the other. The compromise is not, however,

antisfactory to either side of his nature and the struggle
batween these two diverse tendencies continues to rage uncon-
aciously. We must not suppose that H];t.ler gratifies his strange
perversion frequently. Patlents of this type rarely do and in
Hitler's case it is highly probable that he has pomitm_
hinaelr to ga this far only wit.h hia niaca, Geli. The prncticn
of this perversion repmaent.s tha ].mrast. daptha or dogradat.iom
Nesochistic gratifications.

In most patiente suffering from this perversion the
unconscious forces only get out of control to this degree when
a fairly strong love ra].nt.io;nnhip is established and sexuality
makes decisive demands. In other cases where the love
component 1s lese Htr;ung the individual contents himself with
less degrading activities. This is brought out clearly in the
case of Rene Musller who confided to her director, Zeissler
(921), who had asked her what was troubling her after spending.l

an cwﬁinz at the Chancellory, "that the evening before she
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had been with Hitler and that she had been sure that he was
golng to heve intercourse with her; fhat they had both undresssd
and were apparantly getting ready for bed when Hitler fell on .
the floor and begged her to kick him. She demurred but he
pleaded with her and condemned himself as unworthy, hesped all
kinds of accusations on hie own head and just grovelled around
in an agonizing menner. The scene became intolerable to her
and she finslly acceded to his wisheﬁ and kicked him. This
excited him greatly and he begged for more and more, always
gaying that it was even better than he deserved and that he was
not worthy to be in the same room with her. As she cnnﬁinuad
to kick him he became more and more excited...." Rene Mueller
committed sulcide shortly after this experience. At this place
it -1ght be well to note that Eva Braun, hin present female
companion, has twice attempted suicide, Gell was elther
murdered or committed sulcide and Unity Mitford has attempted
suicide. Rather an unusual record for a man who has had so

faw affairs with women.

" Hanfstsengl, Strasser and Rauschning, as well a8
gseveral other informants, ane reported that even in company
when Hitler is asmitten with a girl, he tends to grovel at her
feet in & most disgusting manner. Here, too, he insists on
telling the girl that he is unworthy to kiss her hand ar_?o
git near her and that he hopes she will be kind to him, ete.

From all of this we Bes the constant struggle against complete

-_
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degradation whenever any affectionate components enter into

the picture. It now becomes clear that the only way in which
Hitler can control these copraphagic tendencias or fI;.huir
milder manifestations is to isolate himself from eny intimate
relationshipe in which warm feelings of affection or love

might assert themselvee. As scon a8 such feelinge are arocused,
he fesls compelled to degrade himself in the eyes of the loved
object and eat their dirt figuratively, if not literally. These
tandencies disgust him just aes much as they disgust us, but under
these circumstences they get out of control and he despises
himself and condemns himself for his weakness. Before considering
further the effects of this struggle on his manifest behavier,
we must pause for a moment to plck up another thread.

s ity.

We notice that in all of these activities Hitler plays
the passive role, His behavior is lgaachiat.ic in the extreme
inasmuch as he derives sexual pleasure from punishment inflicted
on his om body. There is svery reason to suppose that during
his early years, insteed of identifying himself.rith his father |

| a8 most boys do, he identified himself with his mother. This
was perhaps aaa_j.ar for him than for moet boys since, as we have
geen, there iz a large feminine component in his physical makeup.
His mother, too, wmust have been an extremely masochistlic Iin-
dividual or she never would have entered into this marriage

por would she have endured the brutal treatment from her
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husband. An emotional identification with his mother would,
therefore, carry him in the direction of a passive, sentimental,
abasive and submiassive form of adjustment. Many writers and
informants have commented on his feminine charscteristica—hia
gait, his hands, his mannerisms wnd ways of thinking. Henfstaengl
reports that when he showed Dr. Jung a specimen of liitler's
handwriting, the latter lmmediately exclaimed that it wae a
typieally feminine hand. Hisz choice of art as a profession

might alsc be interpreted as a manifestation of a basic feminine
identification.

There are definite indicetions of such an emotional
adjustment later in life, The outstanding of these 1s perhaps
hiasbabavinr towards hie officers during the last war. His
comrades report that during the four years he was in service
he wag not only over-submissive to all his officers but fre-
quently volunteered to do their washing and teke care of their
clothes. This would certainly indicate a strong tendency to
agpume the feminine role in the praﬁenca of a masculine figure
whenaver this was feasible and could be duly rationalized. Hls
extreme santimentaiity, hia emotionality, his occasional softness
and his weeping, esven after he bscame Chancellor, may be
regarded as nanifeatatiaﬁa of a fundamental femlnine pattern

which undoubtedly had its origine in hie relaticnship to his

mother. His persistent fear of caﬁcer, which was the

111neas frﬁ- which hie mother died, may alsc be considered as

an expression of hie early identification with her.


Owner


B

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Although we camhot enter into & discussion eoncerning
the frequancy of this phenomenon in Germany, it may be well to
note that there is soclologicel evidence which would indicate
that it is probably extremely common. If further research
on the subject shokld corroborate this uviﬁancu, it might prove
of extreme value to our psychological warfaras program insofar
as it would give us a key to the understanding of the basiec
nature of the German male character, and the role that the
Nazi organization plays in their inner lif"a.

omosexuality.

The great difficulty is that this form of identifi-
cation early in life carries the individual in the direction of
passive homosexuality. Hitler has for years been suspected of
being a h:‘moamal, although there is no reliable evidence that
he has actually engaged in a relationship of this kind. Rauschning
reporte that he has met two boys who claimed that they were
Hitler's homosexual pertners, but their testimony can scarcely
be taken at its fece wvelue. More condemning would be the

- remarks dropped by Foerster, the Danzig Gauleiter, in conversations
~ with Rauschring. Even here, however, the remarke deal only with
Hitler's impotence as far ag heterosexual relations go without
actually implying that he Indulges in homosexuality. It ia
probebly true that Hitler calls Foerster "Bubi", which ig a
common nickname employed by homosexuals in addressing their
partners. This alone, however, 18 not adequate proof that he
has _actulally induwlged in homosexual practices with Foerater, who
is known to be a homosexual.

\
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The belief that Hitler is homosexual has probably
developed (a) from the fact that he does show so many feminine
characteristica, and (b) from the fact that there were 5o meny
homosexuals in the Party during the early days and-many
continue to occupy important positions. It does seem that Hitler
feels much more at ease with homosexusls then with normal persons,
but this mey be due to the fact that they are all nmdmntallyl
social outcasts and consequently have a comounity of interests
which tends to make them think and feel more or less alike, Inm
this connection it is Ainteresting to note that homogexuals, too,
freguently ragar-d themselves as a special form of creation or

. a8 chosen oues ;-huaa destiny it is to initiste a new order.
The 'f-act that underneath they feel themaélvea to be different
and ocstracized from normal social contacte usually makes them

-~ + a8y converts to a new soclal philosophy which does not dis-

criminate againet them. Being among civillzetion's disecentents,
they are always willing to take a chance of something new which
holds any promise of improving their lot, even though their
chences of succees mey be small and the risk greet. Having
little to lose to begin with, t.ha;f can afford tc take chances
which others would refrein from taking. The early Nazi party
certalnly contained many members who could be regarded in this
light, Even today Hitler derives pleasure from looking at men's

| bodles and apsociating with hamsmula.f Strasser tells us |

;t.hat his personal bodyguard ie almost always 100% homosgexunls.
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He also derives considereble pleasure from being with his
Hitler Youth eand his attitude towards them frequently tends
to be more that of & woman than that of a man.

There is a possibility that Hitler has participated
in a homosexual relationship at some time in his 1ife. The
evidence 18 such that we can only say there is a strong tendency
in this direction which, in addition to the menifestations
already enumerated, often finds expression in imagery concerning
being attacked from bshind or being stabbed in the back., His
nightmares, shich frequently deal with being attacked by a man
and being suffocated, alsc suggest strong homogexuel tendencles
and a fear of them. From these indications, however, we would
conclude that for the mest part these tendencies have been
repressed, which wnulé speak against the probmbility eof their
being expressed in ﬁvaf%”férn. On the other hend, persons
suffering from his perversion scmetimes do indulge in homo-

sexual practices in the hope thet they might find sexual gratif-

ication. Even this perversion would be more acceptable to

thes fhnn the cne with which they are afflicted.
Esrly achool ysarg.

The foundations of all the diverse patterns we have
bean considering were laid during the first years of Hitler's

1ife. Many of them, as we have seen, were due primarily to

" the pecullar structure of the home, while others developed

from constitutional factors or false interpretations of events.
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Whatever their origins may have been, they did set up anti-scclal
tendencies and tana-ion‘g which disturbed the chlld to a high
degree. From his esarliest daye it would seem he must have
felt that the world was a pretty bad place in which to live.
To him it must have seemed ap though the world was filled
with insurmountable hazards and obstacles which prevented him
from obtaining adequate gratifications, and dangers which would
menace his well-being if he attempted to obtain them in a direct
manner. The result was that an unususl emount of bitterness
against the world and the people in it Ibacm generated for
which he could find no suitable outlets. As a young eﬁild he
sust have been filled with feelings of inadequacy, anxiety and
guilt which made him anything but a happy child.

It would seem, however, that he managed to repress
most of his troublesome tendencies and make a temporery adjust~
ment to a difficult environment before he was six years old,
because at that time he entered school and for the next years
he was an unusually good student. AJJ " of the report cards
that have been found from the time he anteljed school until he
was sleven years old, show an almost unbroken line of "A's" in
all his school subjects. At the age of eleven the bottom
dropped right out of his academic cereer. From an "A" aﬁmdent
he puddenly dropped to a point where he failed ‘m aln:bnt all
his subjecte and had to repeat the year. This amazing about-face

only becanes intelligible when we remlize that hie baby brother
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died at that t@ne. We can only surmise that thie event served
to reawaken his earlier conflicts and disrupt hie paychologicsl
equilibrium, |

In Hitler's case we may suppose that this evunéfaffectad
him in at least two importent waya. Firet, it must have reawakened
fears of his own death which, in turn, strengthened still further
the conviction that he was the "chosen one" and under divine pro-
tectlon. OSecond, it would seem that he connected the death of
his brother with his own thinking and wishing on the subject.
Unquéﬁtionably, he hated this intruder and frequently thought of
how nice it would be if he were removed from the scene. Uncon-
8ciously, if not consclously, he must have felt that the brother'g
death was the result of his own thinking on the subject. This
accentuated hie feelings of guilt on the one hand, while it
strengthened still further his balisf in spacial pnvnrn of
Divine origin on the other. HT; think ahnut these thingu wag
alwost synonomous with having them come true. In order to
avoid further guilt feelings he had to put a curb on his thinking
processes. The result of thia inhibition on thinking was that
Hitler the good ' student was tranaformnd into Hitler ths poor
student. Not only did he have to repeat the achool year during
which the brother died, but ever after his academic performance
was nadiccrn; to' say the least. fhen we examine his later
report cards we find that he does well bhlylin such subjecte

a8 drawing and gymnastics, which require no thinking. In all
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the othar pubjecte such as mathematics, lnngnagéa or history,
which require some thinking, hiz work is on the borderline—
sometimes aatisfuetory and sometimes unsetisfactory.

We can easily imagine that it wee during this period
that the father's ire was aroused and he begen to bring pressure
on the boy to apply.hlmaelf in hie school work and threatened
dire consequencee if he falled to do so. From sociological
evidence it would seem that this is about the age at which most
German fathers first take a real interest in their sons and
their education. If Hitler's father followed this general
hnttarn, we can assume that he had cause to be irate at his
ason's performance. The constant struggle between himself and
his father, which he describes in HEIN KAMPF, is probably trus
although the motivationa underlying his actions were in all
likelihood quite different from those he describes. He was
approaching thuladaleagant period and this, together with his
1ittle brother's death, served to bring many dormant attitudes
nearer the surface of consciousneas.

Many of these attitudes now found expression in the
‘father-son relationship. Bria?iy snumerated these would be
(a) rejection of the father as a model; (b) an inhibition ngniﬁst
following a cnr;ar rhich demanded thinking; (c¢) the anal tanduncinn
which found én outlet of expression in smearing; (d) his passive,

fnlinina'tnn&ancien,'nnd (aj his mesochistlice tendencles and his

desire to be dominated by a strong masculine figure, He was
y :
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not, however, roudy.for an open revolt for he tells us in his
autoblography that he believed passive resistance apnd obstinacy

.~ were the best course and that if he followed them long encugh,
his father would eventually relent and allow him to leave
school and follow an artiat’s cereer. As a matter of fact,'
his brother Alois, in 1930, before the Hitler myth was well
established, reported that his father never had any-ubjecyioné
to Adolph's becoming an artist bu£ that he did demand that
Adolph do well in school. From this we might surmise that
the friction between father and son was not determined so much
by his choice of & career as by unconscioue tendencies which

- were deriving satiafaction from the nntagouisﬁ.
Later pghool career.

He carried the same pattern into the schools where he
was forever antagonizing his teachers and the other boys. He
has friad to craate.the impression that he wags a iaader anong
his clasemates, which is almost certeinly false, More reliable
evidence indicates that he was unpopular among his classmates
as well as among his teachers who considered him lazy, uncooper-
ative and a trouble-maker. The onir teacher during these years
with whom he was able to get along was Ludwig Poetsch, an
ardent Garman Hatlunniiét. It would be an orfor, however, to
suppose that Poetsch inculcated these nationalist feelings in
Hitler. It 1s much more logical to assume that all these feel-

ings were present in Hitler hﬁfors he came in contact with
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Poetsch and that his natlonalist teachings only offered Hitler
a new outlet for the ;xpreasinn ﬁf his rapr;aﬁod emotions. It
was probably during this period that he discovered s resemblance
between the young state of Germany and his mother, and between
the old Austrian monarchy and hia father. At thies discovery

he promptly joined the Natlonalist group of students who were
defying the suthority of the Austrian state. In thic way he was
able to proclaim openly hie love for his mother and advocate the
death of his father. These were feelings he had had for a long

time but was unable to express. Now he was able to obtain partial

gratification through the use of symbols.

The death of his father.

This probably served to increase the friction between
father and son, Ior. in apita of what Hitler says the best evidence
seems to indicate that the father was anti-German in his
gentiments. This again placed father and son on opposite sides
of the fence and gave them new cause for hostility. There is
no telling how this would have worked out in the long run because
while the struggle between the two was at 1te height, the father

sfoll dead on the street. The repercussions of this event must
have been severe and reinforced ail those feelings which we have
described in connection with the brother’s death. Again, 1t sust
have seemed like a fulfillment of a wish and again there must
have been severe feelings of guilt, with an additional inhibition

on thinking processas.
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His school work continued to donli}mn and it geemg
that in order to avold another complete failure, he was takenm
from the school at Linz and sent to school in Steyr. He
managed, to complete the year, however, with merks which wars
barely satisfactory. It was while he was there that the doctor
told him that he had a disesse from which he would never recover.
His reaction to this wes severe since it brought the possibility
of his own deqth very much into the foreground and aggravated
all his childhood fears. The result was that he did not return
to school and finish his course, but stayed at home where he
lived a 1ife which wns marked by passivity. He neither studied
nor worked but spent moet of his time in bed where he was sgain
spoiled by his mother who catered to his every need desplte har
poor financial circumstances.

One could suppose that this was the materialization of .
his conception of Paradise inassuch as it reinstated an earlier
childhood situation which he had always longed for. It would

| uan from his own account, however, that things did not go

too emcothly, for he writes in MEIN KAMPF:

"Nhen at the age of fourteen, the young
man 1s dismissed from sachool, it ia
difficult to say which is worse; his un-
bellevable ignorance as far as knowledge
and ability are concerned, or the biting
impudence of his behavior combined with
an izmorality which makes one's hair stand
on end,,,The three year old child has now
becoms a youth of fifteem who despises

all authority...now he loiters sbout, and
God only knows when he comes home."
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We can imagine the deatls of his brother and his father in rapid
succesaion had filled him with such guilt that he could not
enjoy this idyllie situation to the full. Perhaps the aituation.
arcused desires in him which he could no longer face on a
consclious level and he could only keep these in check by either
remaining in bed and playing the part of a helpless child or
absenting himself from the situation entirely. In mny case, he
must have been a considerable problem to his mother who died -
four years after his father. Dr. Bloch informe us that her
great concern in dying wast ™What would become of poor
Adolph, he 18 atil]l so young."™ At this time Adolph wae eighteen
years of age. He had failed at school and had not gone to

work. He describes himself at this time as a milk-sop, which

he undoubtedly was.

v W

Two months before his mother's death he had gone to
Vienna to take the ont-rnm;e examinations for admisaion to the
Academy of Art. At this time he knew that his mother was in a
critical condition and that it was only a matter of a few
months bafore death would overtake her. He knaw, therefore,
that this l;naay existence at home would shortly come to an end
and that he would then have to face the cold, hard world on
his om. It is sometimes extraordinary how events in the
lifetime of an 1ndivid1m‘l fall together. The ﬁ.rﬁt day's '

assignment on the examination was to draw a picture depicting
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"The E:pulninn from Paradise". It muat have seemed to him that
Fate had chosen this ﬁapdc to fit his personsl situstion. Om
the -second day he must have felt that Pate was rubbing it in
when he found the assignment to be a picture depicting "An
Episode of the Great Flood". .Thaso particular topics in hie
situation must have aroused such intense emotional reactions
within him that he could hardly be expected to do his best.
Art critics seem to feel that he has some artistic talent even
though it is not outstanding. The comment of the examiners
was:t "Too few heads.” We can understand this in view of the
circumstancee under which he hsd taken the examination.
Déatly of his mother.

He returned home shortly after the examinations. He
helped to look after his mother who was rapidly failing and in
extreme pain, She died on Ducnnbar 21, 1907 and was buried on
.Chriatmaa Eve. Adnlph was campletaly bruken and stood for a
long time at her grave after the remainder of the family had
left. Dr. Bloch sayst "In all my career I have never seen

~ anyone so prostrate with grief as Adolph Hitler." His world
had come to an end. Not long after the funeral he left for
Vienna in order to follow in his father's footsteps and make
his own way in the world. He made & poor job of it, however.
He could not hold a job when he had one, end sunk lower and
lower in the social scale until he was compelled to live with

the dregs of soclety.
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As he writes about thease experiences in MEIN KAMPF
one gatn‘tha impression that it was a terrific struggle against
overshelming odds. From what we now know of Adolph Hitler it
would seem more likely that this existence ylelded him comsid-
erable gratification in aspite of its hardships. It is perfectly |
elear from what Hanlsch writes that with a very small amount of
eﬂ‘ortl he could have made a fair living and improved his con-
dition by painting water-colors. He refused to make this effort
and preferred to live in the fiith and povertj' vhich surrounded
him. There suat have been something in this that he liked,
consciously or unconscicusly. When we examine Hanlsch's book
carefully, we find the answer. Hitler's 1ife 1in Vienna was
one of extreme passivity in which activity was held at the
lowest level consistent with surviwval. He seemed to enjoy
being dirty and even filthy in his appearance and personal
cleanliness. This can mean only one thing, from a psycholegieal

point of view, namely, that his perversion was in the process

. of maturation and was finding gratification in a more or lese

symbolic form, His attitude during this perlod could be sum—
;turized in the following terms: "I enjoy nothing more than
to 1ie around while the world defecates on me." And he
probably dalightid in haing covered with dirt, which was

tangible proof of the fact. Even in these days he lived in
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a flophouse which was known to be inhabited by men who lent
themselves to homosexual practices, and it was probably for
this reason that he wes listed on the Vienna police record
ag & "sexual pervert.” |
Hobody has ever offerad an explanation of why he
remeined in Vienna for over five years if hia life there was
ag distasteful and the city disgusted him to the degree that
He claims in his autobiography. He was fres to leave whenever
he wished and could have gone to his beloved Germany years
earlier if he had 80 desired. The fact of the matter 1s that
he probebly derived great mssochistic satisfaction from his
miperable life in Vienna, and it was not until hia pgrvaraien
became full-blown and he reslized its implications that he flad

to Munich at the beginning of 1913,

Anti-Semitisp.
With the dmvelopment of his perverse tendencies we

also find the dqvalopnent' of hie anti-Semitism. There is
absolutely no evidence thet he had any antd-Semitic feelings
before he left Linz or that he hsd any during the first yeasra
of his stay in Vienna. On the contrary, he was on the very
best terms with Dr. Bloch while he was in Linz and sent him
posteards with very warm sentiments for some time after he
went to Vienna. Furthermore, his closest friends in Vienna
were Jews, gome of whom ﬁra extremely kind to him. Then, too,

we must remsmber that his godfather, who lived in Vienna,


Owner


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

—207-

wen a Jew and it is possible that during his firet year there
he might have lived with thie family. Most of the records of
his mother's death sre incorrect and place the event exactly
cne yenr after it had happened. During this year Hitler lived
in Vienna but we have no clue as to what he did or how he
managed to live without money during this interveming year.
All we know is that he had time for painting during this period
for he submitted the work he had done to the Academy of Art
the following October. He was not admitted to the exinination,
however, because the examiners found the work of this period
unsatisfactory. Shortly afterwards, he applied for admlasion
to the School of Architecture but was rﬁjeetad. The cause of
his rejection was probably inadequate talent rather than the
fact that he had not completed his course in the Healschule.
It 1is only after this happened that we find him going to
work as a laborer on a construction job, and from then on
wa have a falrly complete picture of his autivitiea. |
We know that he had very little money when he left
Linz, certainly not enmough to live on for elzost an entire
year while he spent his tiwe in painting. Since the date of
his mother's death hae been so universally distorted, it would
‘aaem that efforts were being made to cover something which
happened during this intervening year. My guess would be that
:hn lived with his Jewish godperents who supported him -hilo

he was preparing work for the Acedemy. WNhen he failed to be
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adnitted at the end of a year, they put him out and made him

go to work. There.is one bit of evidence for this hypothesis.
Hanisach, in‘hia book, mentiona ;n passing that when they were |
particularly destitute he went with Hitler to visit a well-to-do
Jew whom Hitlér said wap his father., The wealthy Jew would

have nothing to do with him and sent him on his way again. There
i3 scercely a possibility that Hitler's father was e Jew, but
Hanisch might easily have undaratoad_him to say father when he
said godfather. This would certeinly meke much more sense and
u%uld indicate that Hitler had contact with hie godparents
before the vigit and that they were fed up with him and would
help him no further.
Frojection,

Hitler's outstending defense ﬁacﬁaniam is oup’communly

30

called projection. It is a technique by ﬁhich the &gﬂ'éf an
individual defends itself against unpleasant imﬁulsau, tendenciea
or characteristics by denying their existence in himself while
he attributes them to others. Innumerable examples of this
mechanism could be cited in Hitler's case, but a few will
suffice for purposes of illustration:

"In the last six ya;ra-l had to stand

intolerable things from states like
Poland."
o pbasiblu. that the German

nation can live its life...without being‘
constantly molested." -
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"Social democracy...directs a bombardment
of lies and calumnies towards the ad-
versary who gfeemed most dangerous, ti11
finally the nerves of those who have been
attacked give out and they for the sake
of peace, bow down to the hated enemy."

"For this peece proposal of mine I was
abused, and personally insulted. Mr,
Chamberlalin in fact spat upon me before
the eyes of the world,,."

".o:.It was in keeping with our omn hermless-
nesa that England took the liberty of some
day meetlng our peaceful activity with the
brutality of the vlolent egolst.™

"...The outstanding features of Polish
character were cruelty and lack of moral
restraint."

From & psychological point of view it is net too
far-fetched to suppose that as the perversion developed and
became more disgusting to Hitler's ego, its demands were disowned
and projected upon the Jew. By this process the Jew beceme a
aymbol of everything which Hitler hated in himself, Again, his
own personal problems and conflicta were transferred from within
himself to the external world where they assumed the proportions
of racial and national conflicts.

Forgetting entirely that for years he not only looked
like a lower class Jew but was as dirty as the dirtiest and ap
great a soclal outcast, he now began to see the Jew as a
sowrca of all evil. The teachings of Schoensrer and Lueger
helped  to s0lidify and rationalize his feelings and inner
convictione. More and more he became convinced that the Jew

wag a great perasite on humanity which sucked its life-blood

- -
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and if & nation was to become great 1t must rid itself of
tyis pestilente. Translated back into personal terms this
would read: "My perversion is a parasite which sucks my
life-blood and if I am to become greet I must rid myself of
this pestilence.” When we sse the connection between his
sexmal perveraion and anti-Semitism, we can understand another
aspoet of his constant linking of syphilis with the Jew. These
are the things which destroy nntiur:a and civilizatione a8 a
perversion destroys an individual. . f’u.., _
The greater the demands of his perversion became,
the more he hated the Jews and the more he talked against them.
Everything which was bad was attributed to them. Here was
his political career in an embryo state. He now apent moat of
his time reading books, attanding pulit.ic.al talks and reading
Inotupaperu in enfe houses. He himself t.alla us in so mu:qr
words that he skipped 't.hrough t-hia m.?.tarinl .md only tcml: n-ut |
vaose parts which were useful to him. In other words, he
was not reading and listening in order to become educated
sufficlently to form a rational judgment of the problem. Thia
would have been a violation of his earlier inhibition on
thinking. He read only in order to find additional juratifi-
cation for his own inner feelings and convictions and to
rationalize his projections. He hap continued this technique
up to the present tin. He does a great deal of reading om
many diverse subjects but he never forms a rational opinion in
the light of the lnformation but only pays aftentiun to those

parts which convince him that he was right to begin with,
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| L: the evening he would retwrn to his flophouse and
harangue his associates with politicel and anti-Semitic speeches
until he became a joke. This, however, did not disturb him
too much. On the contrary, it seemed to act as a stimulant
for further reading and the gathering of more arguments to
prove his point of view. It was as though in trying to convince
others of the dangers of Jewish domination, he was really
trying to convince himself of the dangers of belng dominated
by his perversion. Perheps Hitler is really referring to his
perversion when he writes:
"During the long pre-war years of peace
certain pathological featurea had cer-
tainly appeared...There were many sigmns
of decay which ought to have stimulated
serious reflection.” (MK, 3515)
The same may also be true when he says:
"How could the German people's politiecal
instincts become 80 worbid? The question
inveolved here was not that of a single
symptom, but instances of decay which
flared up now in legion...whikch like
polsonous ulcers ate inte +the nation
now here, now there. It seemed as
though o continuous flow of polson was
driven into the farthest blood vessels
of this one-time heroic body by a mysterious
power, so a8 to lead to ever more savere
paralysis of sound remson and of the simple
instinct of self-preservation.” (MK, 201)
A8 time went on the sexual stimulation of the Viennese
environment seemed to aggravate the demands of hie perversion,
He puddenly became overwhelmed by the role that sex plays in

the life of the lower classes and the Jews, Vienna bacame
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for him "the symbol of incest® and he suddenly left it to sesk
refuge with his ideal mother, Gérmany. But hia pre-war days
in Munich were not different from those he left behind in
Vienna, His 1ife was still one of extreme passivity and
although we kmow little about them we can surmipe that his
days were filled with inner troubles.

The first World War.

Under these circumstances, we can understand why he
thanked God for the first World War. For him it represented
an opuvortunity of giving up his individual war against himself
in exchange for a nationzl war in which he would have the
help of others. It also represented to him, on an unconscious
level, an opportunity of redeeming his mother and assuming a
masculine role for himself. Even at that time we may suppose
he had inklings that he would be the Great Redeemer. It was
not only his mother he was golng to redeem, but also himself.

His advent in the German Army was really his first
step in attempting to redeem himself as a social human being.
No longer -5 ﬁ;_;o be the underdog for he was ja;ning forces
with those who ;nre determined to conquer and become great.
Activity . replaced his earlier passivity to a large degres.
Dirt, filth, and poverty were left behind and he could
mingle with the chosen people on an equal footing. But for
him this was not enough. As we have pointed out in an earlier

- gection, he was not content to be as clean as tEg average


Owner


CLASZITIDATION

<218-, ...,

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

By A | .
soldier. He had to go to the uther extreme and become axczgd—
WA .£¢¢17 'L S
ingly clean. Whenever he retnrnad frnmmtha front he immediately
Catle, ., JF Praa, rBE)
Bat down and scrupulously removed every speck of mud from his

person, much to the amusement of hia comrades. Mend, his
comrade during this time, relates an experience at the front

J when Hitler upbreided one of the other men for not keeping himself
clean and called him a "mamure plle", which sounda very much like
& memory of himself in Vienna.

During this period, as previously mentioned, hie passive
feminine tendencies were finding an outlet in his abasive conduct
toward his officers. It loocka as though he had not progressed
sufficiently far in his conquest of himself to maintain a wholly
masculine role. But with the help of others and the guidance of
his respected officers he was making some progress toward what
‘appeared to be‘a_nncial adjustment. The fing}_defeai of Germany,
however, upset his well-laid plans and shattered hislhopen and
ambitions.

Heinrthelasa, it was this event which proved to be the
turning-point in his life and determined that he would be an
outstanding success rather than a total failure. Unconaclous
forces, some of which had been dormant for years, were now
ruulnkanaﬁ and upset his whole psychological equilibrium. His

reaction to this event was an hyutarieul attack uhich manifested

e
itself in b1indnsss and Wi¥¥em. Although the hysterical blindness
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saved him from witnessing what he mw as an intolerables
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spectacle, it did not sawdttfr,on-,thé‘iiplm, motional

CaTL .. _ # Prag  s1FCf
reactiona it aroused. These emotions, we may assume, wers
similar to those which he had experienced as a child when he
discovered his perents in Intercourse. It seems logical to
suppose that at that time he felt his mother was being defiled
before his eyes but in view of his father's power and brutality
he felt himself utterly helpless to redeem her honor or to
save her from future assaults. If this is true, we would
expect that he ewore secret vengeance against his father and,
as has been shown, there 18 evidence to this effect.

Now the same thing was happening again but instead

of his real mother it was his ideal mother, Germany, who was

being betrayed, corrupted and humiliatad and sgain he was

unsble . to come to her rescus. A deep depression set in of

which ha writass:

"What now followad were terrible days — -
and even worse nights. Now I knew that
everything was lost...In those nights

my hatred arose, the hatred against the
originators of this 'deed.”

But again he wns weak and helpless--a blind cripple lying in

hospital., He struggled with the problem:

"How shall our nation be freed from the
chaine of this polsonous embrace?"

It would seem that the more he thought about it, the more his

{FAASEIt Ealdin that all was Mt. He probably desplsed and

s
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condemnad himself for his weakmeas n.ud a3 his hatred t}mgl
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to rise in the face of thisa rmtrmg exparience he vewsd msﬁ"'

DATE -
and there; |

"To kmow nelither rest nor peace until the
November Criminals had besn averthrown..."

Undoubtedly his emotione were extremely violent and
would serve as a powerful motive for much of the retaliation
which becomes 8o prominent in his later behavior. There are,
however, many ways of retaliating which do mot involve a
complate upheaval and transformation of charactar such as we
find in Hitler at this time. |

From our experience with patients we know that complete
transformations of this kind usually take place only under
circumstances of extreme duress which demonstrate to the individual
that his present character structure is no lnngar tenable. Hnturull;r
we do not know exactly what went on in Hitler's mind during t-hia
period or how he regarded his own position. We do know, however,
that under such circumstances very strange thoughts and fantasies
pass through the minds of relatively normal people and that in
"the case of neurotics, particularly when they have strong |
masochlistic taﬁdqn-ciaa, these fantasies can bacﬁm extremely
absurd. Whatever the nature of these fn.nt.uainn might have been,
we may be reassonasbly sure that th-ay_i#vga:_lwd his owm safety or
well-being. Only a danger of thia magnitude would ordinarily
cause an indiviawsds ko abppdpn or revolutt

gtructure. "m AL g
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his charactar
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It nay be that ils nightmares will yiem a clue.
f.,jz AL G
Thepa, it may be rmhegpﬂ, g:untnr on the ﬂaam uf
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being attacked or subjected to indignitieu br anuther man.,
It i2 not his mother who is being attacked, but himself. When
he wakes from thess nightmares he acts as though he were
choking. He gasps for breath and breaks out in a cold sweat,
It 18 only with great difficulty that he can be gquisted again
because frequently there is an hallucinstory after-effect and
he believes he sees the man in his bedroom.

Under ordinary circumstances, we would be inclined
to interprete t‘l;iu as the result of an unconscious wish for
homosexual relations together with an ego rewvulsion a,gainat‘
the letent tendency. This interpretation might apply to
Hitler, too, for to some extent it seemsa as though he reacted
to the defeat of Germany as a rape of himself as well as of
his Bymbolic mother. Furthermare, while he was lying helpless |
in the hospital, unable to ses or to speak, he could well have
considered hinself an easy object for a homosexual attack.
When we remember, however, that for yeers he chose to live in
a Vienna flophouse which was known to be inhsbited by many
homosexuala and later on associated with several notorious
hmonanmia. such a8 Heas and Roehm, we cannot feel that thias
form of attack, alone, wuuld be sufficient to threaten his

CLAZS m—y
i.ntagrit; to sach &M extent that he would repudlate his

former Bﬂﬁ:;f“: Jv,--,, M"—ﬂé“/
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A further clue t.o his though ! thin perlt? z
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may be found in his grnﬁnxh'.‘uumpnttm ﬂt:h -prnpngmﬂruhich,
N ipoasn ™ gl el i e o . ,?‘:‘p—
in his imagery is almost synonomous with poison.

"Slogan after slogan rained down on our
people,®

"+eothe front wae flooded with this polson.”

"iesfor the effect of its langusge on me

wag like that of spiritual wvitriol...I

sometimes had to fight down the rage

rising in me because of this concentrated

solution of lies.®
This typs of imagery probably has a double significance. There
18 conslderable evidence to show that as a child he beliaved
that the man, durlng intercourse, injactad poison inte the
woman which gradually destroyed her from within and finally
‘bxl'ought.: about her death. This is not an uncommon balief in
childhood and in view of the fact that his mother disd from
a cancer of the breast, after a long illneas, the belief may
have been more vivid and persisted longer in Hitler tham in
mogt children. On the other hand, the importance of po.laap
in connection with his perversion has alrsady been considered.
il'u know about his inhibitions against taking certain substances
into his mouth. These were not pruannt. during the early days
of his career but developed much later in connection with his
trensformed character.

| In view of all 'hhia 11'. may not be too far-fetched

R o

to suppost (HAt W4d B8 was fantasying ab .'lut- what the victors
might do to iﬁ;ﬁ%?r’h"d uh&thaz miwgl, his masochlstic
HY .rF T:
I!"""‘rrv
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and perverse tendencies cRjurtd ip tha thought that they

might attack him and force hid”%a ‘eat dung and drinf%:;;na
(a practice which, it is allag%ﬂ,‘:s Pairly common in Masi
concentration camps). In;erastingly snough, this idea is

incorporated in the colloquial expression "to eat tha dirt

of the victors.™ And in his weakened and helpless condition
he would be unable to ward off such an attack. Such an

hypothesis gains credence when we review the behavior of Nazi

troops in the role of conquerors.
Trnnafg tion o acter.

Although a thought of this kind would have certain
pleasurable aspects to a masochistic ;;arson, it would also
arcuse fear of consequences together with violent feelings
of gullt and disgust. If the thought kept recurring at frequent
intervals and refused to be suppressed, we can easily lmagine
that it might drive an individual into such depthe of despair
that death would appear as the only solution. Hitler's fear
of death has already been reviewed and it is possible that 1t
wag this alternative 'hichlahockaﬁ him out of his former self.
Certaln it is that in his public utterances, as well as in

hio actions, he attributes extraordinary powers to the fear

of death.

®I shall spread terror by the surprise
employment of my measurss. The important
thing is the sudden shock of an over-

__whelming fear-of- :
CLAS S GATION “‘bﬂﬁa
) ("“J'{-l r
' Qr AneY ‘éwiw/x
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And in MEIN KAMPF he tells us that: i
L E S !

"In the end, only thecurge.for self- 5 Z'L’ N
preservation will eterually succeed. .= /¥ Aw 2Lk
Under its pressure so-called 'humanity',
as the expression of a mixture of stupidity,
cowardice, and imaginary superior intelli-
gence, will melt like snow under the March
sun."

Sentiments of this sort suggest rather strongly that he was
brought face to face with the prospect of his own death and
that in order to save himself he had to rid himself of a bad
conscience as well as the dictates of the intellect. The
following quotations illustrate hia attitude towards conscience
and the need of rendering 1t ipactive:
"Only when the time comes when the race
. is no longer overshadowed by the con-
{ seiousness of its own guilt, then it will
find internal peace and external energy
to cut down regardlessly and brutally the
wild shoots, and to pull up the weeds."”

"Conocience i8 n Jewliah invention. It ias
a blemish like circumcision."

"I am freeing wen from the restraints of
an intelligence that has taken charge;
from the dirty and degreding modifications
of a chimera called consclence and
morality...”

And of the intellect he sayst

"The intellect has grown autocratic and
has become a disease of life."

. "Re must distrust the intelligence and
the consclence and must place our faith
in our instincta."

. . _
" Having  rdpudf3SEd ehEHé two lmportant human functions,

.; | ‘ he was left almost entirsly ' dt the mepey o£ his pessions,
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instincts and unconsciocne desires. 1t thﬂ crucial moment

i - /2
these forces surged to the fore ] t.ha form of uq: 6%' T

in which an inner voice informed hﬁn that hq_lunﬂﬁ ined
p;\.h:» =

to rodeen the German peupla and lead them to greatness. This,
for him, was a new view of life. It opened new vistas to him
particularly in connection with himself. Kot only did it
confirm the vague feeling he had had since childhood, namely,
that he was the "Chosen (mne" and under the protection of
Providence, but also that he had been saved for & divine
mission. This revelation served to crystallize his personality

on & new pattern. He writes:

"In the hours of distress, when others
despair, out of apperently harmless
children, there shoots suddenly heroes
of death-defylng determination and icy
coolnese of raflection. If this hour of
triel had never come, then hardly anyone
would ever have been able to guess that
a young herco is hidden in the beardless . .
boy. HNearly always such an impetus 1is
neaeded in order to call genius into action.
Fate's hammer-stroke, which them throwe
the one to the ground, suddenly strikes
steel in another, and while now the shell
of everyday life is broken, the erstwhile
nucleus lies open to the eyes of the
astonished world."

In mnother place he -ritaa:

"A fire had been llighted, and out of ite
flames there was bound to come some day

the sword which was to regein the fresdom
of the Germanic Slegfried and the life of -
the German nation.”

- n
CLASSIW A rians ¥
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How, one may ask, was it possible for a person with
' NI\:’-; ’ é‘w" P_...._.a-
Hitler's past 1life and sbemersil t. :k‘.gk
CaTL ) ‘E’%"‘.’.?E o ?-Ei‘

seriously? The answer is relatively simple. He bellieved it
because he wanted to hal_iewe it—in fact, had to believe it in
order to save himself. All the unpleasantries of the past he
now interpreted as part of a great design. Just as it was Fete
which ordalned he should be bern on the Aﬁstriﬁm side of the
border, so it waa Fate which sent him to Vienna to suffer
hardshipa in order to take the "milk-sop out of him by giving
him Dame Sorrow as a foster-mother" and "kept him at the front
where any negro could shoot him down when he could have rendered
& much more worthwhila service elsewhere,” and so it was probably
Fate which decreed his past life and tendencies. These were
the crosses he had to bear in order to prove his mettle. He
might have been Bpeakipg'lhp_ut himself when he said o;f Germany:

"...if this battle should not come, never

would Germany win peace., Germany would

decay and at the beat would sink to ruin

like a rotting corpse. But that is not

our destiny. We do not beliave that this
misfortune which today our God sends over
Germany has no meaning: it is surely the
scourge which should and shall drive us

to new greatness, to a naw power and glorye.."

Bafore this new greatness, power and glory could be
achieved, h&mver, i1t was necesgary to conquer the misfortune.

The niafo:ﬁ»wd in Hitler B8 case, 80 he prokably thought, was

r--—-.

the smotional 1dantificatinn he hed made with his mother during

childhood. I-ic Eu:!‘ uned tm% for his personality

BY A
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and it was responsible ¥dr his "humarnity". But it also carrled
with 1t a passive, mawhia*tié' form of adjéﬁ'f& nt which, Instead
of leading to greatness as fe ‘had hoped, had ‘s;azérfad hlnﬁtnh Lo
the brink of degradation, humiliation and self-destruction.

It exposed him to untold dmgm;a vwhich were no longer compatible
with self-preservation, Consequently, if he were to survive he
must rid himself not only of his conscience and intellect but

of all +the traite which were sssocieted with false "humanity”.

In its place he ‘must set o personality which was in keeping
with the "Law of Nature". Only after he had achleved thls
transformation could he feel safe from mttack. To overcome

his 'waal::naas and to grow strong became the dominant motive of

his life.

.«.feels the obligation in mccordance with
the Eternal Will that dominates this universe
to promote the victory of the better and
stronger, and to demand the submisslon of
the worse and weaker."

o

"A stronger generation will drive ocut the
wesklings because in its ultimate form
the urge to live will again and again
break the ridiculous fetters of a Bo-
called 'humenity' of the individual,
so that its place will be taken by the
'humanity of nature!, which destroys’
weakness in order to give its place
to strength.”

If our hypothesis concerning his mental processes
while he lay helpless in Pasewalk Hospltsl 1s correct, we may

aspume that in ordék S quiwstrhds; fears ha*aonatime& imsgined

himpelf as a perscn whé far Bnrpnauwm all the
By &t S F T

¥ i o J"’Jﬂ

e P e e R


Owner


REPRODUCED AL THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

2285

"virlle™ qualities. Under these circumetancee he could conguer

his enemies and do to them what he now feared they would do

to him. This is, of course, pure wishful thinking, but

evidently this play of imagery yielded him 8o much pleasure

that he unconsclously identified himself with this super-man

image. We would guess that it was at the moment when this

mechaniem, which is known as "Identification with the Aggressor",

operated, that the aforementionsd hallucination wea produced,

He we2 no longer the week and puny individual who was exposed

to all kindes of attacks and indignities. On the contrary, he

was fundamentally more powerful than all the others. Instead

of his being afraid of them, they chould be afreid of him,

The image Hitler crested wns & form of compensation

for his own inferiorities, insecurities ;nd guilts. Consequently
| thg 1ngga_pagated_§ll his former qualities and turned them

into their opposites and to the same daér;o. -iil’iﬁe Lﬁmnﬁ

qualities of love, pity, sympathy and compasslon were interpreted

as weaknesces and disappeared in the transformation.

"All passivity, all inertia.;.(bacume]
senseless, inimical to life."

"The Jewich Christ-creed with its
effeminate pity-ethicae."

"Unless you are prepared to be pitiless
© you will pget nowhere."

In thelr place we find what Hitler's warped mind conceived %o

be the super-masculine view:
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"eeedf & poople is to become free it
needs pride and ﬂﬁ-ﬁpﬁﬂr, dufiance,

hata, hate and once ﬂsain hate." %% !
"Brutality 1s respecte Brutalitrjuxi ._thﬂh-
physical strength. e plain men in the

street respects nathing but brutel strength
and ruthlessness."

"Re want to bs the supporters of the dicts-

torship of naticnal reason, of national
energy, of national - brutelity and resolution.”

Anti-Semitism.

When the "Identification with the Aggreseor™ mechanism
is used, however, there is no conscious strugpgle within the
personelity in which the new personality gradually overcomes
the old one. The identification takes place cutside the realm
of consciousness and the individual suddenly feeles that he is
this new person. There is no process of integration or assimil-
ation. The old personelity is automaticelly suppressed and
its chg;a;taristics.ayg_PraQegtad onto some axtg:naltopqut'\
against which the new peresonality can carry on the struggle.
In Hitler's case, all his undesirable characteristics were
projected onto the Jew. To Hitler he beceme Evil incarnate
and respongible for all the world's difficulties, just as
Hitler'e earlier femininity now appeared to him to be the
source of all his perscnal difficulties. Thile projection
was relatively easy for him to make inmsmuch as in his
Vienna days the Jew had become for him the aymbol of Bex,
disease and his purverﬂin‘ Now nnather load of undegixable

-.'f ’ “. r'l-N

qualities was poured up@n hia haad with the reeult that Hitler

SETL [

now heted and daapiﬂ:&d the ﬁl’ with "the same int 8ily a8

:l E‘f’ ALl e em e
he hated his former self. AL R
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Ubviously, Hitler could not rntiounlizu his projection

v F
as long a8 he Btood by himself as a si:gle ma:uam, nor
;fh*fﬂ;ﬂ
he combat the Jew single-handed. For this he, noadda large
group which would fit the picture he had crested. He found
this in defeated Germany as s whole. At the close of the wer
it was in a position almost identical with his own before the
transformation had teken place. It, too, was weak and exposed
to further attack and humilistion, It, too, had to be prepared
to eat the dirt of the conquerors and during the inflation
period 1%, too, was confused, passive and helpless. It,
therefore, made an excellent symbol of his earlier self and
Hitler again shifted hie personsl problems to a national and
racial acale where he could deal with them more objectively.
Providence had "given" him the spark which transformed him
aver-night-. I't. was now his mission to transform the remalnder
lcrf the G-aman panpla by r:l.nn.i.ng tha:l tn his view nf life nnd
the New Order. The Jews now played the same role in the 1ife
of Germany as his effeminate, masochistic and perverse adjust-
ment had played in his own life. He now resolved t-o become a
politicien.
Many writers have expressed the opinion that Hitler's
anti-Semitism 18 motivated primarily by its great propaganda
value. Undoubtedly, anti-Semitism is the most po:arful WeApon

in his propeganda arsenal and Hihlge.dg well . gware of it. g

has even expressed the upinirm on aﬂpr,ﬂ, muaiam
[ere N, e o0 . ™ e YA

Hy a:1q
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Jews would meke Germany rich. All oug Jafornsnts who knew hin

Licy”

well, however, agree thet this is suparficial and that undamth =

,..a_ e e

he has a sincere hatred for the Jewe and m‘thing Jewish, . Ihj.n.{.&@u.d
is in complete agreement with our hypothesis. We do not deny
that he often uses anti-Semitism propesgandistically when it
suits his purpose. We do maintdin, however, that behind this
superficiasl motivation i8 a much deeper one which is largely
unconscious. Just as Hitler had to exterminate his former self
1n, order to get the feeling of belng pgrest =nd strong, so must
)Germany exterminate the Jews if it is to attein its new glory.
: Both are poisons which sloxly destroy the respective bodies and
bring about death.
"All great cultures of the past perished

only because the originally creetive
race died off through blood-poisoning."

«sv8lone the loss of purity of the blood

destroys the inner happiness foraver; it

eternally lowers man, and never agsin can

its consequences be removed from body and

mind.”

The symbollsm in these quotations is obvious and the frequency
with which they recur in his speaking and writing bears testimony
to thelr great importance in hies thinking and feeling processes.
It would seem from this that unconsciously he felt that if he
Buccuds in riddlng himself of hia personal poison, his
effeminate and pamrna tandancielda npbuliud in the Jew, . -— .,

Tl
then he would achieve personal lmmortelity.
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In his traatment of the Juu we see tha " unﬂf&aum

with the Aggressor" mechanism at wur&‘. Ha is now prast sS5Y
’F Bar 1965

on the Jews in reality the things he raared the victors might
do to him in fantssy. From this he derives a manifold satie-
faction. First, it affords him an opportunity of appearing
before the world as the pitiless brute he imagines himself to
be; second, it affords him an opportunity of proving to himaelf
that he 1s as heartless and brutal as he wants to be (thet he'
can really take it); third, in eliminating the Jews he uncon-
sciously feels that he is ridding himself, and Germany, of the
poison which is responsible for all difficulties; fourth, as
the masochist he really is, he derives a vicarious pleasure from
the auf'fsrilng of others in whom he can see hiina].t; fifth, he
can give vwvent to his bitter hatred and contexpt of the world

~ in general by ueing the Jew a8 & scapegoat; and sixth, it
pays heavy material and propagandistic dividends.
Early political career. | |

Armed with this new view of life Hitler sought for

opportunities to put his resclve to become a politici;;i iﬂto
effect and start on the long road which would redeem Germany
and lead her to new greatness and glory. This was not easy
in post-war Gemny which wae now engaged in violent internal
strife. He romained in the ResePte: Army,. Ior a time where he

‘oM e -
engaged 1n his "first political actr.ﬂ.tyffﬁhnt. of spying on

his comrades. Hie dutles were to mingle witis' the man m%
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barracks and engage them in pnlitical Qigcuaaiﬂnn. Those
who volced opinions with a Communistic flayor ha riportedﬂgsﬂdg,StJ {JE
his superior officera. Later, when the nftgndarn»!ars brought
to trial, it wag his job to take the witness stand and give
the testimony which would send these comrades te thoir death.
This was a severe trial for hie mnew character but he carried
it off in a brazen and unflinching manner. It must have given
him tremendous satisfaction to find that he actuelly could play
this new role in such an admirable fashion. Not long afterwards
it was discovered that he had & telent for oratory and he was
rewarded for hia‘aarvicaa by being promoted to instructor. The
new Hitler, the embryo Fuehrer, was begloning to pay dividends.
"Identification with the Agressor" ig, at best, an
unstable form of adjustment. The individual elways has a vague
fnel%qg thgtlan-utying is not just as it should be, although he
is not aware of ite orig;ns, Nevertheless, he feels insecure
in his new role and in order to rid himself of hies uneasiness
he must prove to himeelf, a;?r and over again, that he is really
the type of person he belleves himself to be. The result le :
a snow-ball effect. Every brutality must be followed by a
greater brutality, every violence by a greater violence, every
atrocity by a greater atrocity, every gain in ﬁﬁwur by a
greater gain in power, &nd ac on down the line. Unlese this

ia achieved successfully, the individunl be 8 to fanl insecure

‘L.f.r AT
and dnubta concerning his burrowad character bazin to creep in
By AL TM ¥ ! ;ﬁ‘:‘. j ‘%"
SO /IS
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together with feelings of guilt regarddbg his shortéazi:f .
This is the key to an understanding of: {H‘.tler'a actions since JSJ 3’_

Hear, /FEE ...
t.he beginning of his political activitius 4o the prendﬁg day. 4 ‘

This effect has not escaped the attention of non-peychological
observers. Francois-Poncet, for example, writes in the French
Yellow Book:

"The Chancellor chafes againset all these

disappointments with indignant impatience.

Fer from conducing him to moderation, these

obstacles irritate him. He is awars of the

encrmous blunder which the anti-Jewish per-

gacutions of last November have proved to

be; yet, by a contradiction which is part

of the dictator's peychologlical make-up, he

is pald to be prepering to enter upon a

merciless struggle against the Church and

Catholicism. Perhaps he thus wishes to

wipe cut the memory of past viclence with

fresh violence..." (p- 49} '
The mechanism feads on itself and must continue to grow in order
to maintain itself. Since it has no real foundations to support
it, the individual can never quite convince hinself that he is
secure and need fear nc longer. The result is that he can
brook no delays but must plunge ahead on his mad career.

Hitler's politicel career shows these tendencies to

a marked degree. Socarcely had he affiliated himself with the
group which had founded the Pgrty than he connived to get
control over it. Then followed a rapid expansion of membership,
the introduction of terror, a series of broken promiges, col-
lusione and betrayals. Eaax hrpught: him-fresh gains and naw
power, but the paae was gtill tm ail.nl 't.o “2 sfy him. In

1925 he believed himself to be atrnng onough to undertake a
Ev Eog .
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Putsch and seize the reins of govewhmeat. The Putsch failed

and Hitler's conduct du.rin.g it hae baon the subject of much ?}‘Z

commeént, There are a number of veraioh‘h‘ concerning ‘:ﬁuat & ¥
happened. Some report that when the troops fired on thun
Hitler fell to the ground and orawled through an alley which
carried him to safety while Ludendorff, Roehm and Goering
marched ahead. Some claim that he stumbled, others that he
was knocked down by his bodyguard who was killed. The Nazi
versicn iu that he stopped to pick up & smell child who had
run out into the atreet and been knocked dewnl Yearse later
they produced a child on the anniversary of the event to prove
the sioryl

From a psychological point of view it wotild appear

thet he turned -::nnr'u"d on this occasion and that he did fall

. dowm and crawl away from the scene of activities. Although
he hed usurped considerable power and had raaaoﬁ. to k-mfm “faith
in his new character, it seems unlikely that it was sufficient
for him to actually engage the recognirzed authority in physical
combat. His attitude towards recognized supericrs and authority
in general would make such a direct attack improbable. Fﬁrthar—
m%.:ro. his reactiong after his escape would seem to indi-:ntt'
that his new role had temporarily failed. He went into a

- deep depression snd was restrained from committing suicide

only by constant reassurancebi *Wies be wed taken to Landsberg

prison he went on a hunger at.rj.k@'mrnfusad wa
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waeks. This wap his responsze to be laced in
pon irg plac agtzzwdp :EE;ZZ:"EEEPT
a8

position of the vanquished. Perhape memories of his fan H81e
in the hospital wers returning to harass h‘ﬂ'th It -ursA ;:n-;ly
nft;evr he discovered that his jailers were not unkindly disposed
to him that he permitted himself to be persuaded to take food.
During his stay in Landsberg he became much guieter.

Ludecke says: |

"Landsberg had done him a world of good.

Gone from his manner was the nervous

intensity which formerly had been hig

most unpleasant characteristic.”
It was during this period that he wrote MEIN KAMFF and we may
suppose that hie failure in the Putsch made it necessary for
him to take a fresh inventory and integrate his new character
more firmly. He resclved, at this time, not to try another
Putsch in the future but to gain the power by legal means alonel
In other worda, he would not participate again in an open- e
conflict with the recognized authority.
Hip rise to power. |

It is scarcely necessary for us to trace the history
of his rise to power and his actions after he achleved it.
They all follow along the same genersl pattern we have outlined,
Each successful step served to convince him that he was the
person he believed himself to be but brought no mnlh eense of
security. In order to attain this he had t.o éo a step h_ighar
and giva. additional proof t.haté he was not deluding himself.
LAase:,

Terror, viclence and ruthlessness :grél‘cﬂ-'ltimch aﬁmci‘ni-.q
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every recognized virtus was turned intofa vi'cu-.-:a sigp of
waakness. .Emn after he became the n!;idilputad leader o ﬁ‘?’ oo

. e 57
nation, he could not rest in peace. He projected hid owa 7€)
insecurities onto the neighboring states and then demanded that
they bow to hie power., As long a2 thers was a nation or a
combination of nations more powerful than Germany, he could
never find the peace and security he longed for. It was
inevitable that this course would lead to war bescause only
by that means could he orush the threat and prove to himeelf
that he need no longer be afraid. It was also inevitable that
the war would be as brutal and pitiless as possible for only
in this way could he prove to himeelf that he was not weakening
in his chosen course but was made of stuff becoming to his

conception of what a victer should be.

Reges.

- E = -

Althnuéh apn;a.vill not pormit'Q detailed analysis
of the operation of the various psychological streame we have
enumerated, in the determination of his everydgy behavior, a
faw have aroused sufficient apeculutlon1tb'u&rrant a place
in our study., One of the outstanding of these is his rages.
Moet writers have regarded these as temper—tantrums, his

" peaction to minor frustrations and deprivations. On the

surface they appear to be of this nature and yet, when we

T ]
v 2T b e Tideag
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study his bahav:l.or carefully, laclft‘}pd that when he is

confronted by a real frustration or deprivation, such as
N B

failure to be elected to tha Presidency of bsing Nf“%
. £y e T ST .‘
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the Chancellorship, his behavior iatgxactly the opposite. He
\ ie very cool and quiet. He i=s diaappointed but not enraged. d ,,, d »
i,
Instead of carrying on like a spoiled child, he begins W’? i
to lay plans for a new assault. Heiden, his blographer, describes
his characterietic pattern as follows:
"When others after a defeat would have gone
home despondently, consoling themselves
with the philosophic reflection that it
was no use contending against adverse circum—
stances, Hitler delivered a second and a third
asssult with sullen defimnce. When others
after a success would have become more cautious,
because they would not dare put fortune to the
proof too often and perhaps exhaust it, Hitler
persisted and staked a bigger claim on Destiny
with every throw."
This does not sound like a person who would fly into a rage at
a trifle.
Nevertheless, we know that he does.fly into these
ragee and lasunches Into tirades on very slight provucatmn. If
T we exnni.ne the causas of theaa outburst.s,. we almaat. invarmbly
find that the trigger which eeta them off 1s something which
he considers to be a challenge of his super-man personality.
It may be a contradiction, a eriticism or even a doubt concerning
the truth or wisdom of somsthing he has said or done, or it
might be a slight or the anticipation of opposition. Even
though the subject may be trifling or the challenge only by
implication, or even wholly imagined, he feele called upon to

display his primitive characlgr,  [Frapcols-foncet has also

55555

detected and -:lancrib-ad this raact;.nn. Ha -rit-uz ; ;

®*Those who Burruund h.tl aro the first ‘t.o
admit that he ngy, thivks hipself rinfallible
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"and invincible. Tha$vemplaine why
he can no longer bear eithaer criticism
or contradiction. To centradict him is !g
in his eyes & crime of Alepe-majeste’; Lo, P
opposition to hie planay.. from whatever JJ-J
aide it may come, is a definits asmcrilege, _/#.Jq.._ 29
to which the only reply is an imgediate 7
and striking diaplay of his omnipotence.”
As poon as hie display has served lts purpose and cowed his
listeners into submiselon, it is turned off as suddenly as it
wag turned on. How great is the insecurity which demands such
constant vigilance and apprehensionl
Faar of domination.

We find this seme insecurity at work when he is meeting
new people and particularly those to whom he secretly feels
inferior in some way. Earlier in our study we had occasion to
point out that his eyes had taken over a diffuse sexual function.
WFhen he first meete the person he fixates him with his eyes as
though to bore through the other person. .There is a peguliar
glint in them on these occasions which many have interpreted aa
an hypnotic quality. To be sure, he uses them in such a way and
tries to over-power the other person with them. . If he turna: his
eyes away, Hitler keeps his fixated directly on him or her but
if the other person returns this gaze Hitler turns hic sway and
looks up at the ceiling as long as the interview continues.

It ie as though he were matching his power againet theirs. If
he succeeds in overpowering the other person, he rudely follows .

ClLase. Fie
up his sdvantage. If, however, the othef Person refuses to

- , | succumb to hia glance, he awidn;t@e' i:uhaibili f succumbing
; o | : - | Ay . _ -

¢ ‘~"‘*h
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to theirs. Likewinu, he is unable o' nutch wits witz another

person in a straightforward argunant, He will express hia 53
1Y Fnan H6Y_.

opinion at length but he will not defend it on logical grounds.

Straaaar sayst

"He is afraid of logiec. Like a woman

he evades the issue and ends by throwing

in your face an argument entirely remote

from what you were talking about.”
fie might suspect that even on this territory he cannot expose
himself to a possible defeat which would mar the image he
has of himself. He is, in fact, unable to faéa real opposition
on any ground. He cannot speak to a group in which he sensea
opposition but walke out on his audience. He has run out of
meetings with Ludendorff, Gregor Strasser, Beverian Industri-
aliets, and many others, becnuse he could not risk the possi-
bility of appearing in an inferior light or expose himself to
a poseible dominstion by another person. There i3 reason io
suppose that his procrastinetion is not so much a matter of

e laziness as it i3 a fénr of coming to grips with a difficult

problem. Consequently, he avoide it as long as possible and
it is only when the situation has become dangercus and disaster
lies ahead that his "inner voice" or intuition communicates
with him and tells him what course he should follow. Most
of his thinking is carried on subconscicusly which probably
accounts for his abi}lty tn panntrata difficult prublema and

‘time his moves. Pngchnlogicnl exparinenta in this Iiald seen

" to indicate that on this 1avil thl 1ndividna*2%aﬂz£:;;?22ii to
£y A —_— S :
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solve very complex problems which ar;s impossible for himp Ag
the level of consciocusness. !haﬁfrérf'et.um in studying ‘{j; 774
Hitler's behavior patterna we find the spectre of possible
defeat and Mlinﬂan as one of his dominant motivations.
Monuments.

Hls passion for constructing huge buildings, stadia,
bridges, rosds, ete., can only be interprated as at-tarflpts to
compensate for his lack of confidence. These are tangible
proofs of his greatness which are designed to impress himself
as well ag others. Just as he must be the greatest man in all
the world, so he has a tendency to build the greatest and
biggest of everything. | Most of the structures he has erected
he regards as temporary buildings. They are, to his way of
thinking, on a par with ordinary mortals. The permanent
buildings he plans to construct later on. They will be much
larger and grander and will be deslgned to last at least a
thousand years. In other words, these are befitting monuments
to himself who plans on ruling the German people for that
period of t.‘ma through his new view of life.

It is alpo interesting to note the frequency with
which he uses gigantie pillars in all his bulldings. Most
of the buildings are elmost surrounded by them and he places
them in every conceivable place. Since pillars of ﬂthia sort
are almost univarsﬂ}’iﬁlfdﬁh‘fﬁ’“to be phn_'l_l:ic symbols, we

may regerd the size and’ Trefubkcy as Wpﬂ to
Rl oy Yol =

compensnte for his gm inpotence. __§l!;|_.a huge pageants serve a

o 2 efaﬁ S50
Sfeoc

simllar purpose. —
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Oratory. =%
No study of Hitler would be t:anplats without nnn‘t‘«b‘?

ing hie oratory talents. His extraor&ﬁa‘ry gift for a:mng ;‘;i: Y
large audlences has contributed, perhaps more than any other
single factor, to his success and the partlial reallzation of
hls ideal, In order to understand the power of his appeal,
we must be cogmlizant of the fact that for him the masses
are fundamentally feminine in character. To Hanfstaengl and
other informants he has frequently said: "Dle Hasse ist ain
FWoib", and in MEIN KAMPF he writea: |

"The people, in an overwhelming majority,

are 8o feminine in their nature and atti-

tude that thelr activities and thoughts

are motivated less by sober consideration

than by feeling and sentiment."”
In other words, his unconscious frame of reference, when
addressing a huge audience, is fundamentally that of talking
to a woman.

In spite of this, his insecuritles assert themselves.

He ﬁnver is the first speaker on the program. He must always
have a speaker precede him who warus up the audience for him.
Zven then he is nervous and jittery when he gets up to speak.
Frequently he has difficulty in finding words with which to
begin. He is trylng to get the "fgel" of the audience. If
it "feels" favorable, he starts in a rather cautious manner,

CLASSIICATI Ny

His tone of volce 1s quite normal ami ha henla with his

4 N

‘material in a fairly objective mnnﬁm Bnt a8 he prn-caoda ﬁ byt S

:;‘—":,-, _ /@'/h;‘?{f/
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his voles begins to rise and his tempo increaaagﬁ If the

response of the audience 1is goo-d,_;:i'.!i_is voice becomes lﬂuder,_;.?;é‘;g f;.: 3
and louder and the tempo faster and faster. By this time

all objectivity has disappeared and pasasion has taken complete
possession of him. The mouth which can never utter a fragment

of profanity off the spesker's platform now pours forth a

veritable stream of curses, foul nameas, villification and

hatred. Hanfstasngl compares the development of a Hitlerlan
speach with the development of a Wegnerian theme which zay

account for Hitler's love of Wagnerian music end the inspiratlon

he derives from 1it.

This steady stream of filth contlnues teo pour forth
until both he and the audience are in a frenzy. When he atops
he is on the verge of exhsustion. His breathing is heavy and

" uncontrolled and he is wringing wet with perspiration. Many
writers have commented on the sexusl companéntn in his speaking

and some have described the climax as a veritable orghsm.

Heyst writes:

"In his speeches we hear the suppressed
voice of passion and wooing which is

taken from the language of love; he
utters a cry of hate and voluptuousness,

a spaem of violence and cruelty. All
those tones and sounda are taken from

the back-streets of the instincta;

they remind us of dark impulses repressed
too long." i

ASETATIOIN
And Hitler himself saySt =

"Passion alon.ﬂ !‘i-Il gi,va to him, who g ._f.: ot
is chosen by ‘her, the words that, -

beats ofpm, y -&r4e. able to open the
doors to the heart of a people.” i
,;.. R R ¥ 7,
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Undoubtedly, he uses speaking as a mam c-f théﬁﬂf% -
into the super-masn role and of livi.ng-'*'ﬁt{f: the role of - . 7 ﬂ%ﬁﬁ.{é’/ ‘
"ldentificetion with the Aggressor". He carsfully bullds up
impoaing enemies—Jews, Bolsheviks, capitalists, democracles,
ete., in order to demolish them without mercy (these are all
inventions of the Jews to his way of thinking and consequently
in attacking any one of them he is fundamentally attacking
the Jews). Under these circumstances, he appears to the naive
and unsophisticatad listener as the Great Redeemer of Germany.
But this is only one side of the picture, On the
other side we have the sexual attack which, in his case, 18 of
a perverse nature. It finds expression in his speaking but
due to the transformation of character everything appears in
the revarﬁa. The steady stream of filth he pours on the heads
of his "feminine" audience ig the reverse of his masochistic
perversion which finda gratification in hqvihg women pour
their "filth" on him. Even' the function of the physical organs
is reversed. The mouth which, under ordinary circumstances,
18 an organ of injection and is surrounded with inhibitions
and prohibitions, now becomes the organ through which filth
is ejected. Hitler'a.i.apeaking has been aptly described as
a "varbal diarrhea®. l‘ml'auaehnlng describes it as an oral '
enema. it is probably this manﬁ&g&s sexual element in his ~ —

SrEinaTiig

lboaking which holds such a fucinntif.gg for aany paople.

Llars,
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His appegl. ;B R

_a

A word may be added in conqaptlon with the copbent deey
5 o
of his speeches. Stragser sums it lgrﬂrmry concisely when x;-f—"!u...rj 'y
he sayst
"Hitler responds to the wibrations of
the human heart with the delicacy of a
seismogreph...onabling him, with a
certainty with which no conscious gift
could endow him, to act as a loudspesaker
proclaiming the mosat secret desires, the
least permisasible instinets, the suffer-
lnge and personal revolts of a whole
nation.”

Ne are now in & position to understand how this is possible
for him. In regarding his audience as fundamentally faﬁlﬁinn
in character, his appeasl 1a directed at a repressed part of
their peracnalities. In many of the German people there seems
to be a strong feminine-masochistic tendency which is usually
covered over by more "virlle" characteristics but which finda
partial gratification in submisaive behavior, discipline, ‘
sacrificé, etc., MNeverthelsss, it does seem to disturb them
and they try to ﬂﬁnpﬁnanta for it by going to the other
-axtranu of courage, pugnaclousness, duturuiﬁatton, etc. Most
Germans are unawars of this hidden part of their personal-
ities and would deny its existence vuhanan;ly if epuch an
insinuation ia made. Hitler, horuver, gppeala to i} directly

and he is in an excellent poaitiqghA? know what goes on in

P

that region bechuss in him this side of 8 Petonality was .
’\t-‘n
not only conscious but dominant thrbﬁghnnt h;a earlder life.
L P T -
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Furthermore, these tendencies were f&r,pore intense in
than in the average person and he had a baﬁ.er opporf.tmi.t]r
of observing their operation. In addressing an audinn.ca z Jj‘;’?;ﬁ
this way he need only dwell on the longings, ambitions, hopes
and desires of his earlier 1life in order to awaken these hidden
tendencies in his listeners. This he does with inordinate
ekill, In this way he ia able to arcuse the aame attitudes

and emotions in his listeners thet he himself now experiences
in connection with this type of adjustment, and is able to
direct these into the same channels that he has found useful.
Thus he is able to win them to his nes view of 1life which
sets a premium on brutality, ruthlessness, dominance, determ-
ination, etc., and which frowns upon all the established

human qualities. The key throughout will be to strive to be
what you are not and to do your best to exterminate that

which you are. The behavior of the Germen armies has been
an outstanding menifestation of this contradiction. To the
psychologiat it seems as though the brutality expressed
towards the people of the occupled countries is motivated

not only by a desire to prove to themselves that they are

what they are not, but also by ea vicarlous masochistic gratif-

jeation which they derive from an identificatlon with their

victims. On the whole, one could say Brsmgy. of the, Geruen .

troops what Rauschning sald of Hitler:s fasw.. ..

’:-: Folyoay
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", ..there lies behind HitleP*s emphasis G - -

on brutality and ruthlessng¥s the desolation

of a forced and artificial fidumanity, not

the amorality of the genuine brute, which _

has after all something of the power of a I,f;fué'?_

natural force.m s 3"::-,% ‘g
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( - ' As the tide of battle %urns against Hitler may
be well to consider very briaﬂ&‘ﬂla ponaihllit.ua of hiy: %
future behavior and the effect that each would have on th‘5'3H¢<ri¢~

German people as well es on ourselves.

Hitler gay g;g of natura]l cayseg. This is

only a remote possibility since, as far as we know, he is in
fairly good health except for hls stomach ailment which is,

! in all probability, r psychosomatic disturbance. The effect
such an event would have on the Germen people would depend
on the nature of the illness which brought about his death.
If he would die from whooping cough, mumps, or some other
ridiculous disease, it would be a material help in breaking
the myth of his supernstural origina.

24"

This 1; uxtrannly‘unl;kaly in view of his great concern about
his inmortélity. Hﬂtﬁing would break the myth more effectively
than to have the leader run away at the critical moment. Hitler
knows this and has frequently condemned the Kaiser for his
flight to ﬂﬂllﬂnd at the close of the last war. Hitler might
want to eacape as he has escaped froﬁ othér unpleasant situa-

tions, but it seems almost certain that he would restrain

himself.

Hitler psy get killed in battle. This 1s a real.

poseibility. When he is convinced that he cannot win, he may

lead his troops into battle and expédh kNGRS am:the fearless
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and fanatical leader. This would be most undesirable from
our polat of view because hiF death would serve L exanple

to his followers te fight on uith fapatical, danth-dof‘y‘!.ng f;ﬁ 1§ '

Dals

determination to the bitter end. This would be what Hj.tler
would went for he has predicted that:

"fe shall not capitulate...no, never.
fie may be deatroyed, but if we are, we
shall drag a world with us...a world
in flamea,”

"But even if we could not conquer them,
we should drag half the world into
destruction with us and leave no one to
triumph over Germany. There will not
be another 1918."

At a certain point he could do more towards the echlevement

of thia goal by dying heroleally than he could by living.
Furthermore, death of this kind would do more to bind the
German people to the Hitler legend and insure his ilmmortality

than eany other course he could pursue.

4, Hitler may be assassipated. Although Hitler ie
extremely well protected there is a possibility that someome

may apsassinate him. Hitler ie afraid of thie possibility

and has expressed the cpinion that:

"His own friends would one day stab him
mortally in the back,..And it would be
just before the last and greatest victory,
at the moment of supreme tension. Once
more Hagen would slay Siegfried. OUnce
more Hermann the Liberator would be murdsred
by his own kinsmen. The eternal destiny of
- the German nation must be fulfilled yet again,
for the last time."

CCAr G e pn, - .
This possibility too, would be undesirable rfoe‘tMr point of it

view inasmuch as 1t would make a m.rtyr;‘nf m-ww

the legend. BY aig
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It would be even more undesirable if the assassin {l,-:‘z 1:7
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were a Jew for this would convin‘gi _the German peopls of Hitler's ‘_fm‘;
infellibility and strengthen the fenaticiem of the German troops *
and people. Needless to say, it would be followed by the
complete extermination of all Jews in Germany and the occupied
countriea.

5. er 0 « Hitler has many charac-
teristics which border on the schizophrenic. It is possible
that when faced with defeat his psychological structure may
collapse and leave him at the mercy of his unconscious forces.
The poseibllities of such an cutcome diminish as he becomes
older, but they should not be entirely excluded. Thls would
not be an undesirable eventuality from our polnt of view aince

_ {t would do much to undermine the Hitler legend in the minds

of the German people.

This geems unlikely in view of the unique position Hitler holds
in the minds of the German people. From all the evidence it
would seem that Hitler alone is able to rouse the troops, as
woll a8 the people, to greater efforts and as the road becomes
more difficult this should be an important factor. OUme could
imagine, however, that as defeat apprunéhas Hitler's behavior
may become more and more neurotiec and reach a point where it
would be well for the military +&6iFine him. In thie cage,

; -lf:‘ i —

however, the German people would prol.?bly_-_n{agpr know about it. "]
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If they discavered it, it would be a ﬂenn.ble end from our

——

point of view because it weould mcthL of ml—%ﬂ.fj(?
and invineible leader.

The on‘l:_ir other possibility in this comnection would
be that the German military should decide, in the face of defeat,
that it might be wiser to dethrone Hitler and set up a puppet
government to sue for peace. This would probably cause great
internal strife in Germany. What the ultimate outcome might
be would depend largely on the manner in which it was handled
and what was done with Hitler. At the present time the possi-
bility seems extremely remote.

7. Hitler gpay fall into our hapde. This is the most
unlikely possibility of all. Knowing his fear of being placed
in the role of the veanquished, we can imagine that he would do
his utmost to avoid such & fate. From our point of view 1t
would not be undesirablae. | | o

Hitler might commit puicide. This is the most
plausible cutcome. Not only has he frequently thremtened to
comnit suicide, but frow whot we know of his psychology it is
the most 1likely possibility. It is proba‘ﬁl;.r truse that he has
an inordinate fear of death, but being en hysteric he could
undoubtedly screw himself up into the super-man oharacter and
perform the desd. In 21l probability, however, it would not
be a simple suicide. m;g hae much too ﬁhhmf:z}a dramatic for

ML r,l'
that and since iemortality is one of hig dominant uddives we can .

-
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imagine that he would stage the moet dramatic and effective
death seene he could possibly think, ofy Mo knows o t-:-gﬁ‘frfa f,’:;;
LI.A.“_
the people to him and if he ecannot have the bond in life he uillifﬁfjWh‘f‘
certainly do his utmost to achieve it in death. He might even
engage some other fanatic.to do the final killing at his orders.
Hitler has already envisaged a desth of this kind, for
he has sald to Rauschning:

"Yes, in the hour of supreme peril I must
sacrifice myself for the people.”

This would be extremely undesirable from our polnt of
view because if it is cleverly done it would establish the Hitler
legend 8o firmly in the minds of the German people that it might
take generations to eradicate 1t.

Whatever else happens, we may be reasonably sure that
as Germany quffers successive defeats Hitler will become more

and more neﬁrutic. tach defeat will shake ﬁis cbnfidénca atill

. further and limit his opportunities for proving his own greatness

to himself. In cbuaaquanca he will leel himsalf more and more
vulnﬁrable to attack from his associates and his rages will
increase in treqﬁancy. He will prﬁbubly ﬂry to compensate for
his vulnerability on this aide by continually stressing hls

brutality and ruthlessness.
His ﬁublic appearances will become leas and less for,

as we have seen, ha is unable to ra?? a critical audlence. He

L.ﬂ!.r. e, .

will probably seek sulscu in his Edgle's Haat-an“tﬂo thlatein ??]

s .-Aﬁltu
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wait for his "inner voice" to guide him. Meanwhile, his

M,

nightmares will probably 1ncraaaa‘p‘i;!\:l ii‘afnmi;p.wm:. % S
and drive him closer to & nervous collapse. It 1z net /¢ Ao 154
wholly improbable(that in the end he might lock hi_.uself into
this symbolic womb and defy the world to get hinm.
In any case, his mental conditlon will continue
to deteriorate. .He will fight as long &8 he can with any
weapon or techniqus thet can be conjured up to meet the
emergency. The course he will follow will almost certainly
be the one which seems to him to be the surest road to

immortality and at the same time drag the world down in flemas.
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